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PREFACE 



The advantages of local Faunas are too generally under- 
stood and acknowledged to require any lengthened proof 
or illustration. It may indeed be doubted whether the 
study of the animals of particular tracts of country has 
not contributed more than any other means to the ad- 
vancement of zoological knowledge, especially as regards 
those important branches, the geographical distribution 
of animals, the influence of climate, of soil, and of other 
local circumstances, in determining the range of species, 
the changes of varieties, and the extent and periods of 
migration. 

It is true that in few instances only will the animal 
productions of a single country furnish such a multitude 
of forms in any particular group as may a£ford a satis- 
factory illustration of the whole plan of zoological 
arrangement. But even under our own ungenial and 
changeful skies, few persons are aware to what extent 
such domestic means of study exist, or how little we 
need be indebted to foreign aid in acquiring the first 
principles at least of zoological science. 

But allowing the necessity of foreign importations for 
the acquisition of a knowledge even of certain principal 
groups in each class of animals, there is another impor- 
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tant advantage in the cultivation of the Natural History 
of our own country which requires no limitation — an 
advantage which appeals with greater force in the present 
era of the general diffusion of knowledge than at any 
former period : and that is, the means which are thus 
offertnl to multitudes of persons who are restricted by 
circumstances from engaging in the study of the higher 
dojuirtmeuts of the science, of obtaining a rational and 
never-ceasing ei\joyment ; and, to the young especially, of 
oiHtning an exhaustless source of amusement, at once 
htmlthful to the body and favourable to the development 
uf tho bout qualities of the heart and understanding. 

It was with these views that the series of works on 
Uritinh ZuuU^y, uf which this volume forms a part, was 
ilmt umlt»rtakon» and it was confidently hoped that the 
uiiUrd labours of several British Naturalists — each 
illustrating tho dt'iuurtments to which his attention had 
bc^on nu>st |mrticularly directed — ^would produce a 
Fauna of this country far more complete than could 
havo emanated frtun the unaided talent and exertions of 
an individuah Aud the reception which these works 
have met with seems to show that these hopes were not 
altogether groundless. 

Since the year 18;fi>, when the first edition of this 
work was published, so much has been added to our 
knowledge of our native animals, that it has been found 
necessary to revise the entire volume, and completely to 
re-write a considerable portion of it. 

It has been thought best to omit entirely the chapters 
on the domestic animals which were given in the first 
edition ; first, because these species cannot be properly 
regarded as members of our Fauna, and secondly because 
it is impossible to give any satisfactory account of their 
history and varieties within such narrow limits. 



Omitting these domestic animals, tixty-seven species of 
British Mammals were treated of in the first edition. 
Of these set-en have now been rejected: namely, Vesper- 
tilio emarginatug and Phoca barbata as having been wrongly 
identified, and Vesp, pijgmieus, Plecotua brevitnania, Sorex 
remifer, Lepus htbemicus, and Physeter lursio as not being 
certainly distinct species. 

On the other hand, thirteen species have been added to 
the list, of which one only is a land animal {Sorex pyg- 
rnaun)*, two are Seals {Phoca hispida and Cystopkora 
cr'iatata), and the remaining ten are all Cetaceans. These 
last are : — Balana biscayensis, Megaplera lungimana, 
Balanoptera sibbaldii, B. laliceps, B. rostrata, Hyperoodon 
lali/roTu, Zipkius camroslris. Grampus griseus, Delphinus 
aculus, and D. albirogtris. 

The whole catalogue of British Quadrupeds, as 
accepted in the present edition, includes seventy-three 
species, belonging to the following orders : — 



Cheiroptera 
Insect! TO ra 
Carnivora , 
Rodentia 
Ruminantia 
Cetacea 



14 speciea 



22 



The claims of three of these species to a place in our 
Fauna must, however, be regarded as somewhat doubtful ; 
these are Vespertilia murinug, Phoca granlandica, and 
Balana mytiicetut. The reasons for and against their 
admission are treated of under their separate heads. 



* iSorcx pssnaat wsi at firet Bcddentall; oniittel, and tbe error was not 
detected until tbe portion of the work treating of tbe Innectivora had been 
printed olT. A (jgare and ileecription hkve been given on a single leaf, with 
" 14Sn," BO Ui»t it En&; b« bonnd in U it* proper place. 
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The publication of the present edition of this work 
has been so long delayed, that the Aathor feels it to be 
his duty to explain, as briefly as possible, the cause of 
the non-fiilfilment of its promised ^pearance, and to 
remoTe the responsibility of the failure both from his 
respected publisher and himself. His remoTal from his 
residence in London — the centre of literary and scientific 
society and information — together with other personal 
circumstances over which he had no control, induced him 
gladly to avail himself of the well-known extensive know- 
ledge of Mr. Tomes as regardi both the history and habits 
of the animals to which his attention had been specially 
directed, and his acquaintance with the foreign literature 
of the subject ; and much of the additional interest of 
the earlier portion of the volume^ including the orders 
Cheiroptera and Insectivora, is due to him, and is grate- 
fully felt and acknowledged. It b painful to be obliged 
to add that the extremely dilatory manner in which this 
advantage was bestowed, caused extreme uneasiness both 
to Mr. Van Voorst and to the Author, and occasioned the 
lamented delay. 

The postponement, however, vexatious as it was, had 
the favourable result of enabling the Author to obtain 
the co-operation of his friend, Mr. Alston, to whom he 
is indebted for most of the improvements in the whole 
of that part of the work which was left untouched by 
Mr. Tomes. For the complete and effective manner in 
which Mr. Alston has fulfilled his task, for the constant 
courtesy and kindness which have characterized his 
relations with the Author, he has his most sincere and 
grateful thanks ; — and the scientific readers of the work 
will be able to judge to what extent it is indebted for 
its present improved state to Mr. Alston's labours. 

The Author has also the pleasant duty of offering his 
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own and Mr. Alston's warm thanks to many gentlemen who 
have contributed their aid to the present revision of the 
work ; amongst whom they would particularize the follow- 
ing : — Professor Flower, of the Royal College of Surgeons, 
Prof. Turner, of Edinburgh, Prof. Rolleston, of Oxford, 
Dr. J. E. Gray, of the British Museum, Dr. Murie, 
late Prosector to the Zoological Society, Prof. Newton, 
and Mr. J. W. Clark, of Cambridge, Mr. A. G. More, 
Mr. H. Evans, Mr. Ogilby, and Mr. Southwell, of 
Norwich. 



GENERAL INDEX. 





The systematic names are 


printed in italics. 




A. Bats, 1. 


Amphitortx linneanus, 149. Bat, Barbastelle, 81. 


f» 


pennantif 149. , 


, Beclistein*8, 52. 


A rvicola agrestis^ 323. , 


, Common, 35. 


»i 


amphibiutf 316. , 


, Great, 17. 


»» 


aqiuUicaf 816. , 


, Daabenton's, 6CL ' 


»» 


aier, 317. , 


, Hairy-armed, 26. ' 


f» 


Wcofcr, 327. , 


, Horse-shoe, Greater, 89. 


»f 


britanntcui, 326. , 


, „ Leaser, 96. 


»» 


glareoluif 827. , 


, Leisler's, 26. 


»» 


rnvnticolOf 316. , 


, Long-eared, 72. 


>i 


nejlecta, 326. , 


, Mouse-coloured, 48. 


>> 


pratensis, 827. 


, Natteier*8, 54. 


>> 


riparioy 327. , 


, Particoloured, 81. 


»» 


n/eicffM, 327. , 


, Serotine, 44. 

, Beddish-grey, 54. 




B. 


, Whiskered, 67. 


Radger, 


158. B 


Awsened-pate, 158. 


BcUana 


an^t^uorum, 897. B 


eaked-Whale, Common, 421. 


i> 


bucayenn$, 387. 


„ „ Broad-fronted, 496. 


»» 


6o0|)«, 392. B 


eluga, 440. 


If 


boreaiis, 402. ^ 


enedenia hnoxiif 401. 


»» 


longimanOf 392. B 


ladder-nose, 257. 


»» 


mystieetus, 881 . B 


odach, 247. 


>» 


museulut, 397. fi 


08 tauruSf rar, tcoticuSf 368. 


>> 


rottrata, 411. , 


, 8Colicu8, 368. 


Balcpnopttra hodps^ 407. B 


ottle-head, Bottle-nose, 453. 


»> 


/crficgw, 407. B 


rock, 158. 


i» 


miMtfttZtu^ 897. 




»t 


ro^mto, 411. 




»i 


tibbaldii, 402. 


C. 


»» 


tmuirottrUf 407. Ci 


ichelot, 415. 


BArhastelle, 81. C 


alocephalus annellato^ 247. 


Darbastdlui daubentonii, 81. 


,, groenlandica^ 252. 


»» 


ttt^Fonf, 81. 


,, ritulintUf 240. 
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Cania mdanogatter, 225. 

M vtt/po, 225. 
Capreolus caprea, 362. 
Camiwra Pinnipedia, 233. 
CatacUm macnycephafuif 415. 

M austrafiSf 415. 
Cattle, WUd White, 308. 
Cat, Wild, 220. 
Cervus capreoius, 362. 
„ dama, 358. 
,, elaphuSf 348. 
}, noW/t», 348. 
» platyceroi^ 858. 
»> Pygartpuy 862. 
C(tfac«a, 373. 
Cheiroptera^ 1. 
OrouopuM fodienSf 149. 
Cyttophora eristata, 267. 

D. 

JDama vuIgarUy 858. 
Deer, Fallow, 358. 
„ Bed, 848. 
„ Roe, 862. 
Delphinapteru* Uuca$, 440. 
») 6e^u^ 440. 

DdphinorhyntktLM mtcroptenUf 481. 
Ddphinm aculus, 470. 

„ albicans, 440. 

„ aUnrostrit^ 472. 

„ (uieiM, 421. 

„ dedudor, 453. 

„ delphis, 462. 

„ etchrichtiij 470. 

,) eupkrotyne, 474. 

„ gladiator^ 445. 

}, globicepsy 453. 

M griseuSf 450. 

„ ^eiKxw, 440. 

tt fcucopfeunif, 470. 

„ m€^(M, 458. 

,) orca, 445. 

M phocana, 458. 

„ rittoanus, 450. 

„ $ovf€rbicnMis, 431. 



Ddphinut truneatus, 465. 
,» turno, 465. 
„ vulgartM, 462. 
Dolphin, Bottle-nosed, 465. 
,y Common, 462. 
„ White-beaked, 472. 
„ White-sided, 470. 
Dormouse, 231. 

E. 
Epiodon desmarestii, 428. 
JBrinaceus europaus, 102. 
Ermine, 191. 

P. 
/Ww catus, 220. 

„ sylvaiicaf 220. 

Field-Mouae, Long-tailed, 298. 

„ „ Short-tailed, 323. 
Field-Vole, Common, 823. 

„ „ Red, 827. 
Fin-back, 397. 
Finner, Little, 411. 
Fitchet Weasel, 203. 
Fitchew, 203. 
Flittermouse, 34. 
Floe-rat, 247. 
Fostorius erminea^ 191. 

„ pu/onitf, 203. 

„ vulgaris, 182. 
Foumart, 203. 
Fox, Common, 225. 
Fulimart, 203. 

a. 

OlobictpKaXus incrassatus, 457. 

»t melas, 453. 

Grampus, Common, 445. 

„ Risso's, 450. 
Orampus curieri, 450. 

» griteusf 450. 
Grey, 158. 

H. 

Haaf-fish, 262. 

IlalichiEnts griseuSf 262. 
" ^rypAuf^ 262. 
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Hare, Alpine, 388. 
„ Blue, 838. 
,, Cooimon, 881. 
„ Irish, 840. 
,, Mountain, 338. 
Hedgehog, 102. 
Ueterobdon hyperoOdim, 421. 
Hog, Herring-, 458. 
Hog-fish, 458. 
Hffperoddon hutzkopf^ 421. 
,, gervaisii, 428. 

„ latifronSf 425. 

,, rostratuSf 421. 

Hyjmdaus nageri, 880. 

K. 
KiUer, 445. 
Kyphobalasna bodps, 892. 

L. 
Loffenoeettu IcUifronSf 425. 
Lagenorhyneh^u acuius, 470. 

„ aUnrostrUy 472. 

„ leucopleurus, 470. 

Lemmtu aquattctu^ 816. 
Lqms aquilonius, 338. 

„ PoreaUs, 839. 

„ canescenSf 339. 

„ etupicut, 333. 

,, ewiieiduM, 843. 

„ eurapctuif 831. 

„ ffranaieruts, 833. 

,, hibemicus, 839. 

,, medtUrraniua^ 833. 

„ fMditu, 333. 

,, meridionalit, 383. 

„ timiduif 331. 

,, variabilis, 338. 
Au/ra roenm, 167. 

,, vulgaris, 167. 

M. 

Macleayius hritanntcus, 387. 
Manatus australis, 380. 
Marten, Common, 208. 
„ Beech, 208. 



Marten, Pine, 217. 
„ Stone, 208. 
Martea ahietum, 217. 
»t fagorum, 208. 
„ /otna, 208. 
„ saxoTum, 208. 
Martem, Marteron, 208. 
MarUett, 208. 
Megaptera hngimana, 892. 
Jfe/es taxuSf 158. 

,, vtUgariSf 158. 
Mcdoplodon toioerbienns, 431. 
Mole, Common, 115. 
Mold warp, 115. 
Monodon monoeeroSy 435. 
Morse, 269. 
Mondiewarp, 115. 
Moose, Common, 297. 
„ Hanrest-, 286. 
„ House, 297. 
„ Long-tailed Field-, 293. 
„ Minute, 286. 
„ Short-tailed Field., 323. 
„ Wood-, 298. 
Mui agrcatis, 323. 
,, (dexandrinta, 807. 
„ amphibius, 816. 
,, aquatictUy 816. 
,, avellanarius, 382. 
„ decumanuSy 308. 
,, glareolus, 827. 
„ gregariuty 823. 
,, Mbemicuiy 305. 
,, messoriuty 286. 
„ minutuSy 286. 
„ musctUut, 297. 
„ norvegicuSy 308. 
,, parvuluSy 286. 
,, pendulinus, 286. 
„ ni^titf, 302. 
„ toricinuSy 286. 
„ sylvatieuSy 293. 
,, terrestris, 816. 

Mustela erminea, 191. 
„ eversmanniiy 203. 
„ /at no, 208. 
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Muttdafwo, 207. 

lutrUf 167. 

martiBj 217. 

nivalis^ 182. 

putorius, 203. 

vulgariSf 182. 
Myodes Ucolor^ 830. 
Myoxva avellanariuSy 281. 

mutcardinuB, 281. 



)> 



N. 
Narwhal, 435. 
Narwhaltu andersoniantUf 435. 

„ nUcrocephalttSy 435. 

„ vulgaritf 435. 
NiBack, 458. 

Noctilio ferrum-equinumf 89. 
Nootule, 17. 

0. 

Ofva enr^ndUity 449. 

,, gladiator, 445. 

„ latirottrii, 449. 

,, khUgeUiif 449. 

y, stenarhynehetf 449. 
Otter, Common, 167. 



P. 

Paffomys fcetiduB, 247. 
Pagophilus ffroenlandieut, 252. 
Pelloch, 458. 
PAoca annellata, 247. 

„ 5ar&ato, 239. 

,, crittata, 257. 

„ /orfiVia, 247. 

„ i/nEmUaiuitea, 252. 

)i gryphui, 262. 

,, hitpida, 247. 

,, leonina, 257. 

„ mt^ra/a, 257. 

„ mrif 470(0, 240. 

,, vituIinOf 240. 
Phocctna commwniif 458. 
„ (tiifrcM/f/'fra, 458 



i» 



II 



>> 



»» 



»i 



Physctlua anttquarunif 396. 
d\iguidii, 899. 
2a^ro«(rM, 402. 
sibbaldii, 402. 
Physeter bidens, 481 . 

„ macrocephaluSf 415. 
,, (urno, 415. 
Pike-whale, 411. 
Pilot-whale, 453. 
Pipistrelle, 31. 
Plecotus aurittUf 72. 
,, drerimoniM, 72. 
chriUiiy 72. 
Aomoc&roiM, 72. 
Polecat, 203. 
Porpoise, 458. 



R. 
Babbit, 348. 
Razor-back, 897. 
Rat, Black, 802. 
„ Brown, 308. 
,, Norway, 308. 
„ Water-, 816. 
Ratton, 302. 
Rawn, 240. 
Rhinolophu$ hihtuUUut, 96. 

ferrum-tquinum, 89. 
hippocrepis, 96. 
hipponderoSf 96. 
„ unih€U(<Uuaf 89. 

Right- Whale, Atlantic, 385. 

,, „ Greenland, 881. 
Roe, 862. / 

Rorqual, Common, 897. 
Leaser, 411. 
Rndolphi's, 407. 
Sibbald's, 402. 
Rorqualia minoTf 411. 
Rotmarut arcttcuSf 269. 



>» 



tt 



f> 



>» 



»» 



it 



S. 
SciuruM alpinfUf 276. 
„ avellanariuif 281. 
,, UalieuM, 276. 
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>» 



Seiurus vulgaris^ 276. 
Seotophilus dueoloTf 81. 
leiiterij 26. 
mttrinui, 84. 
noctulaf 17. 
pipigtrtlluSf 84. 
„ serotinuSf 44. 

SeaK^alf, -cat, -dog, 240. 
Sea-borae, 269. 
Seals, 283. 
Seal, Common, 240. 
Crested, 257. 
Greenland, 252. 
Grey, 262. 
Harp, 252. 
Hooded, 257. 
Marbled, 247. 
Ringed, 247. 
Sealch, 240. 
Relkie, 240. 
Serotine, 44. 
Shrew, Common, 141. 
Leaser, 1 48a . 
Oared, 149, 
„ Water-, 149. 
Sibbaldius borealis, 402. 
„ laticeps, 407. 
Sleeper, 281. 
Sniffer, 458. 
Sorex arenariuSy 141. 
hicolor, 149. 
eiiiatut, 149. 
{ktubetitoniiy 149. 
fodienst 149. 
pygmauSf 148a. 
remifcTj 149. 
UtragmiuruB, 141. 
rulgartff 141. 
Sphcerocephalui incnumitu, 457 
Sperm-whale, 415. 
Squirrel, Common, 276. 
Stag, 348. 

SUmmatopui crutatuSf 257. 
Stoat, 191. 
Stoat, 191. 
Synoiu* barhatUlluB, 81. 



»» 



»» 



T. 
TtUpa europcEa, 115. 
„ vulgaris^ 115. 
Tang-fish, 240. 
Tapvaist, 262. 
Trichecus rosmartu, 269. 
Tursiops tursiOf 465. 
Tursio trunccUtbt, 465. 

U. 

Urchin, 102. 
Urtut meles, 158. 
,, taxuSf 158. 
UrxLS scoticuif 368. 

V. 

Yttptrtilio (edilis, 60. 

alttvolafUy 17. 
aurttut, 72. 
barbastelliUf 81. 
hechgteiniif 52. 
da»ycarpoB^ 26. 
davhenUmiiy 60. 
dUcolor, 81. 
«mat^na^u«, 60. 
ferrum-equinunit 89. 
htppotideroSf 96. 
UUltriy 26. 
macrodactyluSf 60. 
major, 48. 
macuanicff, 17. 
megalurusy 44. 
minor, 72. 
minutistimutf 34. 
mint/^iw, 96. 
mitrtnia, 48. 
my Otis, 48. 
mystacinui, 67. 
iiattereri, 54. 
noctvJa, 17. 
pipistrdluB, 34. 
proterus, 17. 
pygmavM, 34. 
serotinus, 44. 
turcomanvs, 44. 
volgemis, 60. 
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Ve»peTugo diwoloTy 31. 


WeJisel, Ermine, 191. 


Uidcri, 26. 


„ Greater, 191. 


,, nocttda, 17. 


„ Fitchet, 203. 


J, pipistrellus, 34. 


Whales and Dolphins, 873. 


„ ierotinui, 44. 


Whale, Atlantic Right-. 385. 


Viverra erminta, 191. 
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BRITISH QUADRUPEDS. 



CHEIEOPTERA BATS. 

Family, Ve8Pebtilionid«.* — Genus, Vespertilio. 

Otnerit CharatUr. — Cntting teelh J ; grinders varisbla ; f noatrils wilbout 
bliaceoiu tppendigcB ; ran at most rerj little longer, eometimei eliorter, 
fliui the hud, not nnited M tbe base. 

The genua Ve^eriilh, restricted as it now is by the 
necessary dismemberment of the large group which waa 
formerly comprehended under this term, still retains a 
considerable number of species, of which no less than 
ten are natives of this country, besides one species 
of Plecolua, one of Sarbastellus, and two of Rhinolophus, 
making in all fourteen species of the order. 

The investigations of Kidil, a young and enterprising 
German naturalist, whose premature death disappointed 
the high expectations which his almost precocious 
acquirements and his excellent general views in zoolo- 
gical science had deservedly raised, had thrown much 
light upon the Bats of his own country ;J and, as 

* tnwotiiDrDiu BfttE, withoat naral tppeDdigea. 

f It U the fai4t griiuUrt oul; that Tdrjio their number in the different 
■pecie* ; the true grindera being alwaja j .%. 

X " Die DenKchen Pledennlune, von Heinr. Knhl." Neu« Wetter. An- 
■wl. 1, Bd. 
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every part ; it extends not only between the elongated 
fingers, but from the last finger to the posterior ex- 
tremity, and in the greater number of the known 
species, from this to the tail. That portion which is 
situated between the hinder legs, and in which the tail 
is included, is termed the interfemoral membrane, and 
is generally, but not always, present in the insectivorous 
species, some of the Phyllostomidce^ or Leaf-nosed Bats 
of the New World, forming an exception to this rule. 

Of the fingers of the anterior extremity, the thumb is 
the only one which is left free ; it is of moderate length, 
and furnished with a hooked nail. The hinder toes are 
short, of nearly equal length, and are chiefly used as 
suspending organs, the Bats hanging by them, from the 
trees or walls on which they rest, with the head down- 
wards.* 

The flying membrane is not the only part which indi- 
cates a tendency to an extraordinary development of the 
cutaneous system. The ears and the nose exhibit in 
many cases a curious conformation, consisting of the 
great expansion of the former, and some remarkable 
appendages to the latter. The ears are, in all the British 
Bats, of considerable extent ; and the tragus is of large 
size in those in which the nasal appendages just alluded 
to do not exist : in the Long-eared Bat, the ear is nearly 
as large as the body, and the tragus very long ; but in 
the Rhinolopkus, or Horse-shoe Bat, though the ears are 
large, the tragus is not perceptible ; and there are certain 
very curious foliaceous appendages to the nose, which 
will be described hereafter. 

Admirably as this extension of the anterior extre- 

* The figure at fmgt 11 ie a repreeentation of the Long-eared Bat, PUcoiut 
amriiui, in thie poiition ; the long ean being folded under the arms, and 
almost whollj concealed bj them, whilst the tragos ia expoaad^md pendnloua. 
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mities and developnient of the cutaneous system is 
adapted to the purposes of flight, we shall find that, 
of the different parts of which it is composed, the 
osseous basis for the support of the niembrajie, and the 
membrane itself, are both applicable to other purposes 
than those to which they may appear to be primarily 
destined. The flying membrane is frequently used as a 
cloak or mantle, in which not only these little creatures 
enshroud themselves, but in which the females hold and 
shelter their young ; the posterior portion of it, or inter- 
femoral membrane, is also stretched forwards and ex- 
panded, by means of the tail and thighs, during parturi- 
tion, forming a safe and easy cradle into which the young 
ones are received at the moment of their birth. 

But there is another, and still more important and in- 
teresting office, which the membrane of the wings appears 
to perform, and which deserves especial notice. Spallan- 
zani had found that Bats, when deprived of sight, and, 
as far as possible, of hearing and smelling also, still flew 
about with equal certainty and safety, avoiding every ob- 
stacle, passing through passages only just large enough 
to admit them, and flying about places previously un- 
known, with the most unerring accuracy, and without 
ever coming into collision with the objects by which they 
passed. He also stretched threads in various directions 
across the apartment with the same result. So as- 
tonished was he at these curious facts, that he was led 
to attribute the phenomenon to the possession of a sixth 
sense, unknown to us. Cuvier was the first to appreciate 
the real value of these experiments, as affording a proof 
^^ of the existence of a vast expansion of Uio most exqui- 
^K site sense of touch over the whole surface of the flying 
^H membrane ; the naked surface and delicate structure of 
^H which appear well calculated to form the seat of 
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portant a function. From this view, therefore, it would 
appear, that ^'it is by means of the pulsations of the 
wings on the air that the propinquity of solid bodies is 
perceived, by the manner in which the air reacts upon 
their surface/* The transverse bands before mentioned as 
traversing the whole of the flying membrane, are formed 
of small thickened points, which have very much the 
appearance of minute glands, particularly on the inter- 
femoral portion. Have they any connection with the 
extraordinary sensibility of the membrane just alluded 
to? 

Similar experiments to these of Spallanzani were 
made by M. de Jurine, and the details given in the 
"Journal de Physique" for 1798. The results differed 
somewhat from those arrived at by Spallanzani ; although, 
when the eyes were destroyed, the Bats continued to 
pass and repass through narrow openings with ease, yet 
M. de Jurine invariably found that, when, in addition 
to the destruction of the eyes, the auditory openings 
were effectually closed, the creatures struck their wings 
against any object which came in their way. 

Although the extremities are adapted, in their most 
extended action, only for the purposes of flight, yet they 
are capable of affording the means of walking on the 
ground, and still more, of climbing with great ease up 
perpendicular places, if there be sufiicient inequalities 
on the surface to allow of a firm hold by the little 
hooked nail of the thumb. In walking, the wings are 
closed, the long fingers being folded against the arm, and 
the animal rests upon the wrist. The foot of one side is 
then extended forward, and the thumb-nail is hooked 
into the ground; the body is next raised by means of 
the hinder foot, which has been placed partly under the 
body, and thus thrown forward ; the other side is next 



propelled in the same manner : it is therefore by a auc- 
cession of theae plunges that their progression on the 
ground is effected, which is sometitnea sufficiently rapid 
to deserve the name of running. This action, it must be 
acknowledged, is but a ludicrous attempt compared with 
the progression of other quadrupeds ; but it is sufficient 
for their wants. Indeed, the habit of judging of the 
comparative value and importance of a structure by 
viewing it only in those forms in which it ia most exten- 
sively developed, is liable to give very erroneous notions 
of the general adaptation of struetiire to its function, the 
contemplation of which constitutes the great charm and 
interest of all natural science ; and it cannot be too 
strongly urged, that the apparently imperfect and 
abortive means of terrestrial progression given to 
the Bat and the Sloth are as indicative of infinite 
wisdom as the power of the Lion or the fleetness 
of the Antelope, because it is equally fitted to their 
requirements. 

The Bats are all of them nocturnal or crepuscular in 
their habits. Sleeping during the day in the most re- 
tired places, some of them in the darkest retreats of 
forests, in the hollows of trees, suspended from the 
bark, or concealed amongst the leaves; others in the 
most inaccessible parts of ruined edifices, in the roofs 
of churches, or similar unfrequented places; they come 
abroad as soon as the twilight begins to steal over 
the face of nature, and to offer them the safeguard 
of obscurity. Then in the pursuit of those insects 
which, like themselves, avoid the glare of daylight, 
they exhibit the most rapid and various movements, 
wmetimes flying with great swiftness over the surface 
of the water, then rising to considerable height in 
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as their prey performs its various gyrations to escape 
from them. These easy and graceful evolutions present 
an interesting scene, in perfect harmony with the quiet 
of a calm summer evening, and possessed of sufficient 
animation to relieve the sameness and gloom of the hour, 
without interrupting its stillness and tranquillity. 

Do our Bats ever migrate ? or do Swallows ever hiber- 
nate? To these questions, unhesitatingly answered in 
the negative in the first edition of this work, we pro- 
bably have still to make the same reply. But by 
extending the inquiry to the European species, we shall 
probably have to give a qualified affirmative to the first 
of them. It has been ascertained by Professor Blasius 
that these creatures not merely seek for a change of 
locality, but that they do so with such regularity that 
it becomes, in his opinion, a migration. His remarks 
apply exclusively to a northern species, the Vespertilio 
borealis of Nilsson, the most southern haunts of which 
are the mountains of the upper Hartz, and, according 
to Wagner, those in the vicinity of Regensburgh. It 
passes, it would appear, northward in the month of 
August. As it is one of those species, according to 
Professor Blasius, which come abroad only in the ad- 
vanced twilight, the most northern part of its range 
would be unsuitable to its habits " during the hot 
summer months, when, from the position of the sun, 
there is no intense twilight, or the sun does not set at 
all." "It is only," he further remarks, "when, at the 
advanced time of the year, the dark nights and intense 
twilight appear, that they arrive with their young in 
the northern latitudes. Since we know of no instance 
of specimens in the northern countries having been 
found in their winter sleep, and the rough weather 
appearing in the beginning of October, we cannot 
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suppose that they remain for more than six weeks until 
they return to their southern winter quarters." 

Professor Blasius leaves us in doubt respecting the 
hibernation of this species after it has returned to its 
winter quarters, but the following remarks, in addition 
to those we have already quoted, are too interesting to 
be omitted: — 

" If we determine,'' he continues, " their usual habi- 
tation, where they bring up their young, to be between 
54° and 58° N. lat., and the supposed northern limit of 
their distribution to bo about 68° to 70° N. lat., the 
result ia a change of habitation of at least 10 degrees of 
latitude. 

"This change of locality is the only ascertained fact 
in the mode of life of these Bats, and it may be com- 
pared with the migration of birds. Although we may 
be able to trace in the Hartz and other German mountains 
a wandering of allied species from the plain to the 
mountains, yet such a change extends only a few miles, 
and is measured by days and not by months. A striking 
difference between the migration of Birds and Bats is, 
ihat while the former move northward for the purpose 
of breeding, the latter arrive there only after they have 
growu-up young ones." 

In this country, where, so far as we know, no change 
of habitat takes place, constant obsei-vation has shown 
that some species come abroad early m the evening, and 
others late, a given degree of light being necessary for 
each. May we not suppose that tlie migration of Bats 
observed by Professor Blasius was the mere unconscious 
appearajice, night after night, of these creatures at a 
spot somewhat removed from that of the previous 
night, thus following the twilight, rather than what 
may be properly termed as migration ? But the liiber- 
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nation of these animals is one of the most interesting 
points in their economy. At an earlier or later period 
of autumn, according to the species, they retreat, gene- 
rally in large congregations of various species together, 
to the most retired places; as under the roofs of 
houses and churches, in caverns, in the hollows of 
trees, and similar situations, where they suspend them- 
selves by their hinder claws, with the head downwards. 
Here they crowd together, holding not only by the 
surface of the walls of their retreat, but by each 
other, one crowding over another so closely that it 
appears scarcely possible for such numbers to occupy so 
small a space. The retirement of the different species 
takes place at very different periods of the year. The 
Noctule is seldom seen abroad much later than July ; and 
the Pipistrelle, the most common of our indigenous Bats, 
will sometimes make its appearance, in fine mild weather, 
in almost every month in the year; it does not even 
restrict itself to the obscurity of evening, but may 
now and then be seen flitting about in the bright sun- 
shine of a December day, in search of the few insects 
which the unwonted influence of his rays has called into 
a short-lived activity. 

The female Bat brings forth one or two young at a 
birth, which she nurses with great tenderness and care, 
carrying it about with her, and holding it enshrouded in 
her ample cloak, which preserves it from all intrusion. 
During the period of breeding, some species are observed 
to pair ; and Geoffroy St. Hilaire states, that whilst the 
female is suckling, the male places himself in front of the 
mother, so that the young one may be equally protected 
and warmed by both the parents at the same time. 

It is perhaps difficult to account for the prejudices 
which have always existed against these harmless and 
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interesting little animals, which have not only furnished 
objects of superstitious dread to the ignorant, but have 
proved to the poet aud the painter h fertile source of 
hnagea of gloom and terror. That the ancient Greek 
and Roman poets, furnished with exaggerated accounts of 
the animals infesting the remote regions with which their 
eonunerce or their conquests had made them acquainted, 
should have caught eagerly at those marvellous stories 
sod descriptions, and rendered them subservient to their 
&bulous but highly imaginative mythology, is not won- 
derful; and it is more than probable that some of the 
Indian species of Bats, with their predatory habits, their 
multitudinous numbers, their obscure and mysterious 
xetreats, and the strange combination of the character of 
beast and bird which they were believed to possess, gave 
to Virgil the idea, which he has so poetically worked out, 
of the Harpies which fell upon the hastily-spread tables 
of his hero and hia companions, and polluted, whilst they 
devoured, the feast from which they had driven the 
affiighted guests. But that the little harmless Bats of 
our own climate, whose habits are at once so innocent 
and so amusing, and whose time of appearance and 
activity is that when everything around would lead the 
mind to tranquillity and peace, should be forced into 
scenes of mystery and horror, as an almost essential 
feature in the picture, is an anomaly which cannot be so 
easily explained. 

The views entertained, even by the moat celebrated 
naturalists of antiquity, respecting the nature of these 
animals, were extremely vague. Aristotle himself, whose 
genius seems to have discovered, by an almost intuitive 
irception, the relations of natural objects, and the com- 
irative value of external forms and structural charac- 
spcaks of them as having feet as birds, but wanting 
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them as quadrupeds ; of their possessing neither the tail 
of quadrupeds nor of birds ;— of their being, in short, 
birds with wings of skin. He is followed, but with in- 
creasing error, by ^lian and by Pliny; the latter of 
whom says, that the Bat is the only bird which brings 
forth young ones and suckles them.* Even up to a late 
period they were considered as forming a link between 
quadrupeds and birds. It were a vain and useless task to 
recount every slight modification of this pervading error. 
The time has long gone by when Nature was accused of 
the most extravagant vagaries by the professed investiga- 
tors of her laws, and when the absurd expression of ** lusus 
naturae,** or other equivalent follies, was forced into their 
service to account for all the wonders which their own 
limited views and scanty information failed to explain. 

The common language of our own ancestors, however, 
indicates a much nearer approach to the truth in the no- 
tions entertained by the people, than can be found in the 
lucubrations of the learned. The words Rerenuntse and 
Fliitermause, the old English names for the Bat, the for- 
mer derived from the Anglo-Saxon " raeran,'* to raise or 
rtar up, and " Mus," — the latter from the Belgic, signify- 
ing "flying or flittering Mouse,** or from the Anglo-Saxon 
" flight,** — show that in their minds these animals were 
always associated with the idea of quadrupeds. The first 
of these terms is still used in English heraldry ; though, 
I believe, it has ceased to belong to the language of the 
country. The word FtittermoMse^ corrupted sometimes 
into Ftimt^ouse^ is the common term for the Bat in 
some part5 of the countxy. This expressive example 
of the correct observation of our Anglo-Saxon ancestors 

* Voluorom »aim»l p*nt v«K|>HtiU<« teat am • • • « «kiem mU TohKnui 
fA<*i« Butnu tt^n A^lauo^vas ; j^vmia.w n^iut Asii^i^sA ia£&Bt«»» scciiaiq«e 
d«|^>n«i. Hi*. Hist N»v UK 3l v\ Ivi. 
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18 commonly used at Selbome, and other parts of Hamp- 
shire, as well as in that part of the county of Kent, in 
which the language, as well as the aspect and the names 
of the inhabitants, retains more of the Saxon character 
than will be found perhaps in almost any other part 
of England. 

In the first edition of this work, the characters afforded 
by the shape of the ear and tragus, and the dentition, were 
first made use of in the following manner to divide into 
groups the simple-nosed species. We now reprint the 
passage verbatim : — 

" The characters which are most easily detected and 
least variable, and which are therefore the most avail- 
able in the discrimination of the species of this genus, 
are the forms of the ear and tragus, and the relative pro- 
portions of the ear to the tragus and to the head. In 
reforming, in some measure, the specific characters, I 
have endeavoured to define these proportions more dis- 
tinctly than has hitherto been done. It is remarkable 
that the formula of dentition and the form and structure 
of the tragus combine to point out two distinct groups 
of the genus. In the one, the tragus is more or less 
rounded at the tip, short, and a little thickened in its 
substance : the dentition is as follows : — 

♦ I. I : C. J : P. M. j : M. 8=tt. 

In the other form, the tragus is relatively longer, thin, 
narrow, and more or less pointed : the dentition — 

I. j : O.J : P. M. J : M. J = i5. 

" To the first group belong F, noctula, Leisleri, discolor? 
jnpistrelhiSy pygnutus ? To the second, murinus, Bechsteiiiii, 
Nattereri, emarginatus, Daubentonii, mgst acinus. 

* I. incisives. C. cauines. F. M. false molars. M. molars. 
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*' Serotinus^ which has a short, semicordate tragus, has 
the following dentition, which differs from both the other 
groups : 

I. I : C. j : P. M. i : M. J=y. 

" It will be seen that it is only the false molars which 
differ, the other teeth being similar in number in all the 
species of this genus." 

Overlooking the sections above indicated. Count 
Kcyserling and Professor Blasius, in a paper on the 
European Bats, published in " Weigman's Archives " 
for 1839, divided the simple-nosed species into pre- 
cisely the same groups, and gave the generic name 
Vesperugo to the one having the rounded ears and broad 
tragus, VesperuB being at the same time proposed as a 
sub-generic appellation for the group represented by 
the Serotinc Bat. These names have been continued 
by the above-mentioned authors in all their subsequent 
writings on the Cheiroptera^ and by Professor Blasius 
in the first volume of his work on the vertebrate 
nninmis of Germany, which appeared in 1857. 

But it is now obvious that it was to one of these 
groups that Dr. Leach long ago applied the name of 
Sciiiophilus^ the type specimen, still preser>'ed in the 
nntional coUootion, proving, on examination, to be a 
young oxiunpio of either the Serotinc Bat or of some 
ulliod form. The name of ScotopkUvs should therefore 
be Hul>!)titutod for Vffftentpo. 

In addition to the characteristics of these groups of 
»in^plo-no*od Bats, as above dcfineil, we now present 
our n^ndors with the following, attention to which will 
materially a^M.^t in the discrimination of the more easily 
ronloundrd British ^ptvio* : — 

1m im»i r«^irt/i/iiK Top of tho luad somewhat elevated, 
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muzzle rather pointed ; ears more or less ovate, longer 
than broad, tragus lonp:, narrow, tapering, with the tip 
bent a little outwards, 

A. Wing membranes extending along the foot to 
the base of the toes. 

Ex. Vespertilio Naltereri and V. myntannus. V. mu- 
rinuB also appertains to this group, hut is a less typical 
species. 

B. Wing membranes extending only to the distal 
extremity of the tibia, leaving the foot free. 

Ex. Vetpertilio Daulientonii. 
We have been unable to examine as fully as we could 
wish one of our British species, the Vesperlilio Becksteinii, 
but are much disposed to suspect that it will be found to 
be more closely related to a small group of cx-Europesin 
species than any of the above. 

Genus, ScolopMlus. Top of the head broad and flat, 
muzzle broad ; ears short and rather broad, rounded or 
approaching to a triangularly ovate form, tragus broad, 
rounded at the end, and curved inwards. 

A. Ears roundish, tragus much broader at the 
end than at the base ; head very broad and flat ; 
wing membranes extending only to the distal ex- 
tremity of the tibia. 

Ex. Scotophilua noctula. S. Leisleri and S. discoor arc 
less typical species of this circumscribed group than 
iS. noelula, but they nevertheless appertain to it. 

B. Ears triangularly ovoid, tragus of nearly 
uniform breadth, round at the end, and evenly 
curved towards the bead ; wing membranes ex- 
tending to the base of the toes. 

Ex. Scotophibis pipislrellug. To this group belongs the 
Vespertilio Kublii of Nalterer, described in Kuhl'a 
.Memoir on the Bats of Germany, and the more 



TBSPBETILIONrD*. 

recently described Vesperugo Naltereri of Keyserling and 

Blasius. 

C. Top of the head £at, hut less broad than that 
of jS. Noclula, muzzle a little more compressed ; 
ears more distinctly ovate, tragus broadest at one- 
third from its base, from which it curves to a 
rounded point, having a strongly marked inward 
direction; wing membranes extending to the root 
of the toes ; tip of the tail free from the membrane. 
Ex. Scolophilus scrolinus. 
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THE GREAT BAT. 



Scolophilm nocMn. 



fptcijtc CJutmriirr. — Bars ovul-triiuiguliir, ahrirter tbiin the Laiil ; traK" 
not one-lhird the length of the cur, orcnale, tenmnaCing iu u hroni!, munilei 
head; mnxile ahori, br«Ml, unil Itlunt. Wing mumbrtiafiii eiteaiting onlj t 
tho distal eitrmnity of llie tibia. 
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1, attinlani. 

Sfotaphitul tmetula, 
l'eq>frfi7iQ <niu*iianiM, 
fttpmigi) noelula, 

la Ifixialt, 
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It is to Dnubenton that we are indebted for the dis 
jpiiiation of lliis fine species of European B.it. He 
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described it and given a figure of the head, in the Me- 
moirs of the French Academy for 1759; and Buffon 
subsequently gave it a place in his great work. The 
first notice of its occurrence as a British species is in 
White's " Natural History of Selbornc," in which it is 
repeatedly mentioned. This writer gave it the name of 
altivoldnSj from a peculiarity which did not escape this 
close observer of nature. 

We have seen it at Selborne for several successive 
years, and probably on the very spot where its venerable 
discoverer first observed it. In one summer, a pair of 
them came every evening out of a large beech in the 
grounds of the residence of one of the authors of this 
work, for their regular vespertinal flight. We have 
often seen them flying over the whole length of the 
beautiful ravine between the Lithe and Dorton wood, in 
Selborne, at an altitude equal to the tops of the trees 
on the hill on each side, and occasionally dipping down 
towards the stream to seize their insect food. 

In Warwickshire, as in Hampshire, the Noctule 
appears to be a tree-loving species, not a single instance 
having come to our knowledge of its retirement to 
buildings during the day, although it has been frequently 
seen in the holes of trees. A grove of old oaks near 
Alcester, which was much frequented by the Vespertilio 
Daubenloniif was a favourite haunt also of the present 
species ; and at Ragley, a seat of the Marquis of Hert- 
ford, in a similar grove, their excrement has sometimes 
lain so thick as to darken the ground under some of the 
more ancient trees. In another locality, near to Strat- 
ford-on-Avon, we have known a considerable number 
dislodged from a hole made by the green woodpecker 
in an elm, by the insertion of a flexible stick. Now, 
within convenient distance of these several localities. 
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ample accommodation in old buildings might liave been 
found, and indeed wns made use of by other species, 
butnot a single Noctule took advantage of it, from which 
we may reasonably suppose, that although buildings may 
be occasionally made use of as a resting-place during 
the day, that this is only the case in the absence of trees 
which will afford sufficient accommodation. 

The Noctule is gregarious iu its habils, associating in 
considerable numbers, and seeking its retreat sometimes 
iu the hollows of trees, at others under the roofs and 
eaves of houses. Pennant states that he was informed 
by the Rev. Dr. DuckJiouae, that he saw taken from 
lUtder the eaves of Queen's College, Cambridge, one 
hundred and eighty-five in one night : but as tliere is 
no reason to believe that these were all submitted to the 
rigid examination necessary to detect the specific distinc- 
tions of these animals, it is probable that other species 
were mingled with them in this great congregation. It 
is, however, particularly stated, that of all those which 
were measured, the extent of the wings -was fifteen 
inches ; and repeated observation has led us to believe 
that two gregarious species are rarely, if ever, found 
together. In the second night, sixty-three were taken. 
The flight of this Bat is remarkably high and rapid, and 
its cry when on the wing is sharp and harsh. It was 
observed by White to emit a very oifensive odour. It 
remains in activity for a shorter time than any other, 
coming abroad later and retiring earlier: White says 
that he never saw it till the end of April, nor later than 
July, but its appearance in the spring and disappearance 
in the autumn depend entirely on the mildness of the 
season. The earliest note we have of its appearance is 
the 12th of March, and tlie 18th of September is the 
latest date we have on recoi'd of iia appearance. In 
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both these instances solitary individuals were seen flying 
over the Warwickshire Avon. 

Some observations by Mr. George Daniell, recorded in 
the Proceedings of the Zoological Society for 1834, on 
the habits of this species, and particularly on its parturi- 
tion and lactation, are too interesting not to demand 
insertion here ; and it would be doing injustice to the 
very pleasing manner in which the facts are detailed, 
were any part of them omitted. ** On the 16th of May, 
1834, Mr. Daniell procured from Hertfordshire five spe- 
cimens of the Vespertilio noctula, four females and one 
male. The latter was exceedingly restless and savage, 
biting the females, and breaking his teeth against the 
wires of the cage, in his attempts to escape from his place 
of confinement. He rejected food and died on the 18th. 
Up to this time the remaining four continued sulky ; but 
towards evening they ate a few small pieces of raw beef, 
in preference to flies, beetles, or gentles, all of which 
were ofiered to them ; only one of them, however, fed 
kindly. On the 20th one died, and on the 22nd two 
others, each of which was found to be pregnant with a 
single foetus. The survivor was tried with a variety of 
food, and evincing a decided preference for the hearts, 
livers, &c. of fowls, was fed constantly upon them for a 
month. In the course of this time large flies were fre- 
quently offered to her, but they were always rejected, 
although one or two May-chafers, Melolontha vulgaris^ 
were partially eaten. In taking the food, the wings 
were not thrown forward, as Mr. Daniell had observed 
them to be in the Pipistrelle ; and the food was seized 
with an action similar to that of a dog. The water that 
drained from the food was lapped ; but the head was not 
raised in drinking, as in the Pipistrelle. The animal took 
considerable pains in cleaning herself, using the posterior 
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extremities as a comb, parting the hair on either side 
from head to tail, and forming a straight line along the 
middle of the back. The membrane of the wings was 
cleaned by forcing the nose through the folds, and there- 
by expanding them. Up to the 20th of June the animal 
fed freely, and at times voraciously ; remaining during 
the day, suspended by the posterior extremities, at the 
top of the cage, and coming down in the evening to its 
food: the quantity eaten sometimes exceeded half an 
ounce, although the weight of the animal itself was 
no more than ten drachms. On the 23rd, Mr. Daniell, 
observing her to be very restless, was induced to 
watch her proceedings. The uneasiness was continued 
for upwards of an hour; the animal remaining during 
all this time in her usual attitude, suspended by the 
posterior extremities. On a sudden she reversed her 
position, and attached herself by her anterior limbs 
to a cross wire of the cage, stretching her hind legs 
to their utmost extent, curving the tail upwards, and 
expanding the interfemoral membrane so as to form a 
perfect nest-like cavity for the reception of the young. 
In a few moments the snout of the young one made its 
appearance, and in about five minutes the whole of its 
head was protruded. The female then struggled consi- 
derably until the extremities of the radii had passed ; 
after which the young one, by means of a lateral motion 
of its fore limbs, relieved itself. It was born on its 
back, perfectly destitute of hair, and blind. The mother 
then cleaned it, turning it over in its nest ; and, after- 
wards resuming her usual position, placed the young in 
the membrane of her wing. She next cleaned herself, 
and wrapped up the young one so closely as to prevent 
any observation of the process of suckling. The time 
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occupied in the birth was seventeen minutes. At the 
time of its birth, the young was larger than a new-bom 
mouse; and its hind-legs and claws were remarkably 
strong and serviceable, enabling it not only to cling to its 
dam, but also to the deal sides of the cage. On the 24fthj 
the animal took her food in the morning, and appeared 
very careful of her young, shifting it occasionally from 
side to side to suckle it, and folding it in the membranes 
of the tail and wings. On these occasions her usual 
position was reversed. In the evening she was found 
dead ; but the young was still alive, and attached to the 
nipple, from which it was with some difficulty removed. 
It took milk from a sponge, was kept carefully wrapped 
up in flannel, and survived eight days ; at the end of 
which period its eyes were not opened, and it had 
acquired very little hair. From these observations, it 
is evident that the period of gestation in the Noctule 
exceeds thirty-eight days." 

The Noctule, in general conformation, is essentially 
adapted for the capture and mastication of coleopterous 
insects. The broad muzzle and strong jaws are found 
quite equal to the reduction of the stubborn elytra of 
beetles as large as the cockchafer (of which, according to 
Kuhl, he will consume as many as thirteen, one after the 
other), and the wings are in no way deficient in power 
when in pursuit of these insects. During the fine 
midsummer evenings, when the cockchafers have become 
abundant, and you hear them humming on every side, 
the Noctule is in his glory. Then he flies high and 
straight, and you hear liis shrill but clear voice as he 
passes overhead, interrupting himself only to dart at 
some prey, and then passing on. But an observer will 
not watch his movements long on such occasions with- 
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out noticing a manccuvrc whicli at first looks like the 
falling of a tumbler pigeon, but on closer observation 
proves to be simply a closing of the wings, and a con- 
sequent drop of about a foot. Sometimes tliis is re- 
peated every few yards, as long as in sight. It is 
occasioned by some large and intractable insect having 
been captured, and the anterior joint of the wing, with 
its well-armed thumb, is required to assist in retaining it 
until masticated. Sonietimes, however, food is not so 
readily obtained. With a cold east wind, or indeed a 
strong wind from any quarter, a change of hunting 
ground is required, and the Noctule may often be seen 
taking a humble and silent flight in some sheltered 
corner, fluttering about with half-closed wings, and ap- 
pearing to be very little at home, or, indeed, like himself, 
for we can recall an instance when several were shot undir 
the belief that they were of some unknown species. 

The geographical range of the Noctule is very con- 
siderable. As a British species it appears to be confined 
to England, and the most northern locality from which 
we have received specimens is Northallerton, in York- 

] ehire. In Europe, it appears to be pretty generally 
distributed ; M. Temminck says, more abundantly in 
the central than northern part. It is included by 
NilsBon ill his " Skandinavisk Fauna," by Brandt in his 
" Saugethiere Kusslands ; " by Schinz in his "Fauna 

, Helvetica," and by Prince Lucien Bonaparte in his 
"Fauna Italiea." But it occurs io Asia also, and in 
Africa, Specimens have been sent to the Leyden 
Museum from Japan ; and from an examination of the 

' type of Mr. W. Hodgson's ScotophUus labiatus, from 
Kepaul, we are convinced that it is no other than the 

\ present species. Many specimens have been sent with 
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Other European Bats from North Africa, and it has been 
discovered on the Mozambique coast by Dr. Peters, and 
described as Vesperugo macuanus. 

This Bat is the largest of the British species, except- 
ing V. murinus, which exceeds it in length by about half 
an inch. The head is flat and broad ; the muzzle broad, 
obtuse, and nearly naked ; the mouth wide ; the nostrils 
tumid at the upper and inner margin, and slightly 
channelled on the outer side. The ears are wide apart, 
shorter than the head, oval, the external margin with 
a rather deep fold near the base, from which it is pro- 
duced downwards and forwards, below the corners of the 
mouth. Tragus very short, narrow at its base, then 
suddenly expanded into a broad, rounded, or reniform 
head, which is rather thick, and covered with numerous 
minute papillae. Fur soft, moderately long. The tail 
longer than the fore-arm, its termination curved inwards, 
and projecting rather more than a line beyond the inter- 
femoral membrane, which is thicker and more opaque 
than the other parts of the flying membrane, and is 
furnished with about fourteen or sixteen transverse lines. 
The colour of the fur is a reddish brown, scarcely darker 
above than beneath ; the ears, muzzle, and membrane, 
dusky, — the latter darker and thinner towards its 
margin. 

It is remarkable that Geoffroy has described this Bat 
under the name of Seroiine, and the latter under that of 
Nodule, in his paper on the genus Vespertilio, in the An- 
nales du Museum. His descriptions of the two species 
are good, but misapplied ; in proof of which I need only 
quote the following observations which occur under the 
head Seroiine. Speaking of its distinctions from Nodule, 
he says, " II en diflere par Toreillon, qu'il a plus court, 



ORBST 


BAT. 


1 


^ 


arque, et termine par une Urge tijte, ou 


une 


espece de 1 


paume." Nothing can be more correct tliaii this cliscri- | 


mination, mutalo nonune. 






I 


Dimensions :— 






^^t 


Length of the head And bodj 
.. of the liead 
„ of the t^ . 

.. of the em . 

Bre«ith of Uk on 
Length dF the tragus 

„ of the fore-arm . 
Eiient of the vings, 13 inches 




4i>ic 


Inch. Linn. ^^^H 
les and opwnnis. ■ 


Dentition : — 






1 


r. J : C. i : F- M 


I : M, J = {J. 




1 


The genus Scotopkilus was 


established 


bj 


Dr. Leach, 1 


in a paper In the Linnffiaii " 


'ransac lions 


vol 


xiii, and 1 


adopted by Dr. Gray in the 


Magazine o 


f Z 


oology and 1 


Botany, vol. ii., 1S3S. 


^ 


1 


1 



VESPERTILIONIDiK. 



CHEIROPTERA . VESPERTILIONIDAI. 



HAIRY-ARMED BAT. 



Ears OTtl-tnADgnlu', ahorter than tlie head : trogas barelj one-third tl 
length of the nuriula, terminnling in a roimclprl fa«ul ; fur long, tiriglit chestnut 
above, browuiiih gre; beaesth : noder sarface of the flying meinbisac «itfa n 
broocl bund of bur along (ho fore-nim. 

VaptHUui datycarii'it, Lbi9ler. 

„ LtitUri, Kdiu. Dput, Pl«.lerni. p, iO. «p. fl. DKnN.in. 

Miunnifl]. p. 188. JKswaa, Rrit. Vert, p, 23, 
Seolophilur ,. Qk4T, 1. c 

I'aptngo ., B1.1B, 1. c p. 66, {. SG, .IK, 



Although tlie name retained for this species is not 
the one which was originally applied to it by its dis- 
coverer, Leisler, we have preferred continuing thut by 
which Kuhl conveyed a well-merited compliment to that 
naturalist, who has contributed so much to our know- 
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ledge of European BaU. Were it not for this reason, 
it would have been desirable to restore the former term, 
which is founded upon a marked distinctive character, 
and the meaning of which we have still endeavoured to 
convey in the English name now chosen for it- 
It was first discovered in Germany by Leisler, and is 
described by Kuhl ; but I am not aware that it has ever 
before been figured. The present representation was 
taken from a specimen in tlie British Museum, the only 
one known to have been found in this country when the 
former edition of this work was published. Since that 
rime it has been taken in Ireland, in a cave by the Black- 
StaS* river, near Belfast. It was communicated to Dr. 
Kinahan by Mr. Patterson, and we have received from 
ihe former gentleman a full description, which leaves no 
doubt of the identity of the species. The same accurate 
observer has informed us of the capture of another 
specimen at Belvoir Park, Co. Down, several years since, 
and now in his possession. We have seen a British- 
killed specimen in the collection of Mr. F. Bond, and have 
good reason for supposing that it has been taken in the 
setghbourhoud of Cirencester. These instances, added 
to its not unfrequent appearance at various localities in 
the course of the river Avon, in the counties of Warwick, 
Worcester, and Gloucester, render it probable that it is 
less rare than has hitherto been supposed. The following 
notes of its habits, as observed in Warwickshire, will 
not perhaps be considered unacceptable by our readers. 

Previously to 1849, a Bat had often been observed 
which, from its smaller size and different mode of flight, 
_ appeared to be quite distinct from the Noctule ; but it 
H was not until June of that year that an opportunity 
^B occurred of examining a specimen; the difficulty of 
H obtaining specimens arising not so much from its rarity 

i- " 



J 



28 VESPERTILIONID^. 

as from its general habit and style of flying. Whilst 
the Noctule may throughout the whole of the summer 
be seen taking its regular evening flight, night after 
night, near the same spot, the Leisler's Bat, on the 
contrary, will be seen once, perhaps for a few minutes 
only, and then lost sight of. It appears to aflFect no 
particular altitude in its flight any more than it pre- 
serves a regular or prescribed beat. When the weather 
is fine, you may see this Bat passing on in a kind of zig- 
zag manner, apparently uncertain where to go, generally, 
though not always, at a considerable elevation, and in 
a few minutes it is gone. Such was for several years 
the only knowledge we had of this species, but several 
examples were afterwards seen frequenting small wooded 
enclosures near the village of Welford, situated on the 
Avon a few miles west of Stratford. In these latter 
instances their flight was more circumscribed ; but even 
then their desultory manners were quite remarkable, and 
they always appeared shy of approach. In 1853 a pair 
appeared in an enclosure at the village of Cleeve Prior, 
near the Avon, between Stratford and Evesham. This 
was about the middle of May. One of them, a male, 
was shot, and the other immediately took its departure. 
Since that time others have been shot near the village of 
Welford. Of the hiding-place of the Leisler's Bat we 
know nothing from our own observation, but, from its 
appearing more frequently near villages than elsewhere, 
are led to suspect that it is not, like the Noctule, a tree- 
loving species. Those observed at Cleeve Prior were 
abroad early in the evening, first appearing scarcely a 
hundred paces from the church tower, and a shorter 
distance than that from an ancient stone house and 
farmstead, built by the monks of Evesham Abbey, 
and around which other Bats were seen in plenty. 
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Temminck says that this Bat habitually retreats to the 
holes of trees in the vicinity of stagnant water, a statement 
the accuracy of which we are much disposed to question. 
As it does not, according to him, occur in France or the 
I,ow Countries, it is possible that he may not have himself 
observed it in a state of nature. Two Swiss specimens 
which we have examined are labelled thus : " Trouve 
dans un vieux b&timent dans le village Meyrengen au 
printemps ;" which statement probably conveys a pretty 
accurate idea of the resting-place of this species. 

The Hairy-armed Bat has been found in Germany and 
in Switzerland, and we have seen specimens in the col- 
lection of M. Verreaux of Paris, which had been re- 
ceived by him from Sicily. Evcrsman includes it in 
his list of species of the Urnl Mountains, and Brandt, in 
his work on Kussian Mammals, mentions its occurrence 
near the river Volga. We possess specimens from 
Madeira) and have reason to suppose that it occurs also 
with the Noctule in Algeria, 

The head is short and flattened; the muzzle rather 
elongated; the nose depressed and naked ; the nostrils 
cresceDt -shaped ; a large sebaceous gland exists above 
the commissure of the lips. Ears hairy on the inner 
surface, oval -triangular, two-thirds the length of the 
bead, very broad; the outer margin not reaching to the 
corners of the mouth ; tragus half the length of the ear, 
terminating in a rounded head, which is slightly curved 
inwards, and produced on its outer margin. A band of 
flhort hair, about four lines in breadth, extends along 
the inferior surface of the fore-arm to the wrist, being 
thickest and most extended about the latter part. Fur 
long ; above deep brown at the base, bright chestnut at 
the surface; beneath dusky at the base, dark greyish 
brown at the surface. The two Swiss specimens to 
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which we haTe alluded approach in colour to a fuli- 
ginous-brown on all parts, and tin{;ed with ash-colour. 
Flying membrane dusky ; the part contiguous with the 
body generally hairy both above and beneath ; but in 
some specimens this peculiarity is by do means con- 
spicuous. Thumb short and feeble. 

The colour is said to be much darker in young than in 
old specimens ; a circumstance which is also observed in 
some other species, as V. Daubentoiai, the Piplstrelle, &c. 

Dimensions : — 
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PARTICOLOURED BAT. 

Scolophilus discolor. 

Ban about two-lfainls the length of the h«u], oval, with n projecting lobe 
on the inner ninrgin ; tiagua of nearly oi|unl breadth tfaronghoat, rather more 
than one-tliird the length of the auricle ; far above reiliiish brown, wilb the 
tips of the haln> white : lieoeHth dirty while. 
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This ftpecies, which belongs to the same genus as 
the Noctule, agreeing with it in the formula of its 
dentition, as well as in the short and obtuse character 
of the tragus, was first discovered on the Continent 
by Dr. Nalterer, who found it in Germany, It is not, 
however, common in that country, and has not been 
observed in the central and northern parts, in Holland, 
nor, I believe, in any other part of the Continent, A 
single specimen, now in the British Museum, was taken 
at Plymouth by Dr. Iicach, which appears to be the 
only one that has yet been noticed in this country. Its 
appearance in this country being confined to that of a 
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solitary example, together with its absence from the 
nearest parts of the Continent of Europe, lead us to 
suspect that the specimen obtained may have been con- 
veyed to Plymouth in the rigging of a vessel. That 
Bats are so transported is more than mere surmise, as we 
can scarcely in any other way account for the appear- 
ance, in a living state, of a North American species 
{Lasiurtis pruinosus) in the Orkney Islands, where it was 
obtained by the late Mr. J. Wolley. It is said to 
frequent towns, and indeed has not been seen in any 
other situations ; and it comes abroad early in the even- 
ing. 

The north and north-eastern parts of Europe appear 
to bo its proper habitat, although we find no mention 
made of it by Nilsson in his Scandinavian Fauna. 
Eversnian and Brandt severally include it in their works 
on the Bats of the region of the Ural Mountains, and 
on the Mammalia of Russia. 

This is one of the most beautiful species of European 
Bats, from the richness of the prevailing colour of the 
fur, its marbled appearance arising from the lighter 
colour of the tips of the hairs, and the striking contrast 
between the upper and lower parts. 

The forehead is broad and hairy ; the muzzle broad, 
tumid, and very long ; the nose thick and broad, and the 
lips tumid. The eyes are very small. The ears about 
two- thirds the length of the head, rounded, oval, turned 
outwnnls ; the outer margin approaching the comers of 
the mouth, the inner miurgin with a distinct lobe at the 
Imsi' ; the basal half of the oars hairy ; tragus little more 
than ono-thinl the length of the auricle, of equal breadth 
throughout, a little curveil, opaque, and naked. Tail ex- 
scrtoil for about thnv lines; bands of the interfemoral 
mombrauo, about nine or ton. 
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Fur of the upper part of a rich chestnut or very deep 
brown, the extreme points of the hairs heing pale, in 
some specimens white, giving a variegated or marbled 
appearance ; that of the under parts grey at the base, 
white at the tips, excepting a large patch occupying 
the middle of the chest and belly, of a reddish brown 
colour mixed with white. 

Dimensions : — 
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whollv retire into a stite of ondi rtui bcJ hibernation 
until the winter has decidediT s&t in : its toriMditj, there- 
fore, can hardir be said to continue more than firom two 
to three moaths. A specimen was shot bj \[r. Gould, 
in the middle of a bright, sonny, but frostj' day, just 
before Christmas^ Their final retirement does not de- 
pend exdnsiTelT upon temperature ; for although before 
the seTere frosts set in ther continue to At eren when 
it is below the freezing point, thej do not again appear 
until the time abore mentioned, notwithstandii^ the 
thermometer, as Mr. Jenrns has ohserred, may hare 
often risen considerablr abore 5(f of Fahrenheit. This 
peculiarity is of easy solution. The fondnes of the 
animal for different species of gnats has been obserred 
cTen from the earliest period;* and from the diminu* 
tire size of the Pipistreile, it is probable that these 
little insects constitute its principal food. These and 
many other dipterous insects* after having disappeared 
during the ungenial fogs and rains of the close of au- 
tumn, often make their appearjince again in smaller num- 
bers, on every fine warm day, until the severe cold of the 
depth of winter finally destroys the greater part of thenu 
The same impulse of hui^r equally accounts for the 
appearance of the Pipistreile in the daytime at this 
period of the year : and it is only at that time that the 
temperature is suficientl}' elevated to summon into 
temporary activity its insect food. 

Mr. Jenyns rvmarks, that each species of Bat ap- 
pears to have its own peculiar place of concealment; 
and that while the Noctule resorts to hollow trees, and 
the Long-eared Bat to roofs of houses, the present 
:^pecies is found in ** crevices of decayed brick waUs, 
iu the cracks of old door-frames, or behind the leaden 
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elaborate and satisfactory paper on tliis subject, in which 
it ia investigated with great acumen and judgment; and 
the conclusion which he draws, and which appears to be 
completely established, is, that the Common Bat of 
Britain is the Pipistrelle of the Continental authors. 

The careless and implicit manner in which authorities 
are constantly followed without suiEcient investigation, 
and error thus propagated from error, is as conspicuous 
in the present case as in most that could be adduced. 
Because Vespertilio murinus was the Common Bat of the 
Continental naturalists — their " Chauve-souris " pm- excel- 
lence — it was presumed that our Common Bat must be the 
•anie species ; and Pennant having once stated such to be 
the case, every subsequent writer on our British Mammalia 
lias copied the mistake ; and V. murimis, one of the rarest 
of our indigenous species, was still to be the Common Bat 
€)f Britain. It was left to Mr. Jenyns to correct this long- 
established error ; and it is sufficient to refer to his paper 
every one who wishes to be satisfied on the matter. We 
have carefully followed out the comparisons instituted by 
Mr. Jenyns, and can come to no other conclusion than 
that which he has established. The synonymes, there- 
fore, of all our British Faunists, from Pennant down 
to Fleming inclusive, are erroneous as regards the present 
species. 

From the commonness of this Bat, from the duration 
of the period of its activity, appearing earlier and retir- 
ing later than any other, and from its frequenting the 
neighbourhood of our dwellings, we have become better 
acquainted with its habits than with those of any other, if 
we except perhaps the Long-eared Bat, Plecotus auritus, 
.vhich is indeed, in some places, as common as this. The 
Pipistrelle makes its appearance, after its short period of 
torpidity, as early as the middle of March, and does not 
I 2 
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the spout. It is probabk that trees are mach less 
freqaeDted bj this species than bj some otbera, though 
one instance has come to our knowledge of its capture 
from behind a piece of loose bark on a decaying pollard 
willow bj the side of the Avon, near Stratford. 

In iu choice of nocturnal haunts, the Pipistrelle is 
not less varied than in its selection of a resting-place. 
Whererer the Whiskered Bat is seen, this species may 
be seen also, that is, in all sorts of sheltered comers, and 
occasionally we have shot it while flying over the surface 
of the Avon in company with Ve^eriUio DaubetUomi. 
But by far the most commonplace resort is the sheltered 
comer of an orchard, stackyard, farmyard, lane, or indeed 
any other quiet spot near a homestead, and we have 
sometimes been led to suppose that the abundance of 
flies which generally accompany cattle may account for 
the preference which it gives to the vicinity of farm- 
buildings. In mode of flight, the present species more 
nearly resembles the Whiskered Bat than any other, 
and when flitting— or rather vibrating — together in the 
** leafy month of June,*' it is no easy matter to distin- 
guish them. However, it may be said that, generally f 
while the Whiskered Bat often feeds in the trees, the 
Pipistrelle feeds near them, and takes its food wholly on 
the wing. The former of these, we have good reason 
to believe, often takes insects which are resting on the 
leaves of trees and hedges. 

It is remarked by Geofiroy, that the Pipistrelle is not 
unfrequently found on the ground, worn out with ineffec- 
tual efibrts to regain its flight, from its not finding an 
elevated spot from which to fall. This observation is 
totally incorrect as to the present, and probably every 
other species. We have often seen the Pipistrelle rise 
from a plane surface with a sort of spring, instantly 
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expand its wings and take flight. This was repeated by 
a single individual, in the library of the author of the 
first edition of tliis work, several times in the course 
of an hour, and without the slightest appearance of 
difficulty or effort: it was, on the contrary, evidently 
a natural and usual action. The same habit was ob- 
served in V. Naltereri and Plecotus auriius. In its pro- 
gression on the ground, however, it differs considerably 
from some others, and particnlarjy from the last-men- 
tioned species. The Plecotus, in crawling or walking 
along a horizontal surface, has the anterior part of the 
body considerably elevated above the ground, and its 
progression is effected by a succession of abrupt im- 
pulses or leaps of one side after the other ; whilst the 
Pipistrelle, which never raises the head from near the 
ground, runs along in an almost prostrate position, but at 
the same time with more celerity and freedom than any 
other that we have had an opportunity of observing. In 
climbing it evinces a corresponding degree of agility. 

But there is one circumstance of considerable interest 
which we have observed in this species, which does not 
appear to have been before noticed, and which, it is 
probable, appertains in a more striking manner to 
Others. It is the prehensile character of the ex- 
tremity of the tail. A small portion of the tail in 
this and in most other species of this family is ex- 
serted beyond the margin of the interfemoral mem- 
trane. Not only does the animal employ the tail in 
horizontal progression — in which case it assists in throw- 
ing forward the body, by being brought into contact with 
the ground on either side alternately, corresponding with 
the action of the hinder foot on the same side, — but in 
ascending and descending a rough perpendicular surrace, 
this little caudal finger holds by any projecting point, 
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and affords an evident support. This is particularly con- 
spicuous when the Bat is traversing the wires of a cage, 
in which situation the fact was first observed. 

It has been generally said that Bats bring forth two 
young ones at a time. Pliny says, ^'geminos infantes 
secum deportat." The observations of Mr. Daniell and 
others, however, both on the Noctule and the Pipistrelle, 
would show that this is not a general rule. Four females 
of the former received in May 183 4*, and five of the latter 
in July 1833, — the only specimens sent to him, excepting 
one male Noctule, — had each of them a single foetus, 
and the examination not merely of British species, but 
of a great number of foreign ones, has convinced us that 
when more than one young one is produced, it must be 
regarded as an exception to the general rule. 

The gentleman just mentioned kept the Pipistrelles 
for some time, feeding them principally on flies, though 
they will also readily take small pieces of raw beef. *' On 
the approach of a fly within the range of the Bat's 
wings, it was struck down by their action, the animal 
itself falling at the same moment with all its membranes 
expanded, and cowering over the prostrate fly, with its 
head thrust under to secure its prey. When the head was 
again drawn forth, the membrane was closed, and the fly 
was observed to be almost invariably taken by the head.'* 

The fondness of the Common Bat for flesh, to which 
allusion has just been made, leads it not unfrequently to 
find its way into our larders, where it has been found 
clinging to a joint of meat, in the act of making a hearty 
meal from it. It is probable that other species commit 
similar depredations, as it is not difficult to keep most of 
them in confinement by feeding them exclusively on raw 
meat. 

The Pipistrelle is the least of the British species, and, 
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excepting in the very great difference of size, bears 
aiderable general resemblance to the Noctule. The 
following description is so accumti: and complete, that 
I have adopted it verbatim from Mr. Jenyns' paper ; 
and I have preferred it to a less extended one, as the 
identification of this species is, as has been stated, a 
matter of no small interest: — 

'Head much depressed in fiont, convex behind, with 
the upper part of the occiput remarkably protuberant j 
no occipital crest. Muzzle extending three lines beyond 
the ears; in young specimens rather elongated — which 
appearance wears oH' afterwards, from the enlargement 
of the head and the filling up of the sides of the face, 
when the profile is somewhat altered. Nose obtuse at 
tile extremity, and slightly emarginate between the 
nostrils ; these last reniform, with tumid edges : on each 
dde of the nose, immediately above the upper lip, is a 
protuberant swelling, formed by a congeries of sebaceous 
glands, which when cut through are of a yellowish white 
colour. Eyes round and very small, situate half way 
betweeu the above glands and the ears, and sunk deep in 
the head; over each, immediately above the anterior 
angle, is a small elevated wart furnished with a few black 
^L hairs; a transverse tuft of rather long upright hair ou 
^P the forehead, which has the effect of making the head 
* appear more elevated than it really is: rest of the face, 
including the cheeks, contour of the eyes, and space 
above the nose, almost naked, particularly in young speci- 
mens. Auricle broad, rather more than half [about two- 
thirds] as long as the head, oval approaching to triangu- 
lar, deeply notched on its external margin about midway 
Ldown: tragus [nearly] half the length of the auricle, 
Voblong, and terminating in a rounded head, nearly straight, 
slightly bending inwards. In the upper jaw four 
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incisors — on each side two, of which the first is longest ; 
in the lower jaw six, each of which has three lobes: 
grinders five on either side, above and below ; the first in 
the upper, and the two first in the lower jaw, with only 
one point : of these last-mentioned teeth, the second is 
longer than the first ; the other grinders in the lower jaw 
have each five points, three on the inner and two on the 
outer margin, which last are alternately long and short. 
Fur rather long and silky, yellowish red on the forehead 
and at the base of the ears ; on the rest of the upper 
parts reddish brown, with the lower half of each hair 
dusky : on the under parts the hair is wholly duaky, 
except at the extreme tips, which are of the same colour 
as above, but paler. In young specimens the fur is 
entirely of a dusky brown or brownish grey, in some 
instances almost black, without any tinge of red, which 
appears to come afterwards, and to increase in intensity 
with the age and size of the individual. Nose, lips, ears, 
flying and interfemoral membranes, dusky." 
Dimensions : — 



Length of the head and body 
of the head . 
of the tail 
,, of the ear 
, , of the tragus . 
Breadth of the car . 
Length of the fore-ami 
Extent of the wings . 
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Dentition : — 



I. 1 : C. J : F, M. 1 : M. J= 





Inch. 


Lines. 




. 1 


7 




. 


6 




1 


2 




. 


4 




. 


2 nearly 




. 


8 




. 1 


2 




8 


4 


l« 
TI- 







We insert here the figure of Vespertilio pygmmu^ which 
was given in the first edition of this work, but we do 
not deem it necessary to add a description, as there is 
now no longer any doubt that it is a young Pipistrelle ; 
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the bones of the wings and cranium indicating extreme 
youth. We have compared young individuals of the 
Pipistrelle with Leach's original specimen in the 
British Museum, and find them identical. 



Dr. Schinz, in the first volume of his work on the 
European Fauna, has described a small Bat under the 
name of Vespertilio minutissimus, of which we liave seen a 
vpecimen. It is obviously the young of the Pipistrelle, 
ftt a somewhat more advanced age than the one of which 
the above figure is an illustration. 
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THE SEROTINE. 

Scotophiltis serotinus. 

Eitra ovnl-trlKTiguliir. shorter than the heail ; tnvus » 
tnwsnlii the hsul, little more than one-third the length o 
chertnnt broim »hoiB, jellowifili grey beneath. 

rniifrlllla •rrriri'niu, Gmsl. DkakiIII, 

Fleilenn. sp. B 

JEBTN^ Bril. Vert. p. 32. 
„ ir^iila, (itoTT. Ann. Mns. VIII. p. 193, L xkii. »lriii. 

Sroli^hitHt HTotint; Orit, I. «. 
ViftHaiolH<tviaa»tu, Kvimm. Bull, de Mow. 1S40, i. p. 21. 

I MrffB/iinn, T««M. Hon. do Mun. t. u. p. 30i. 

Fupmijo *To«mM, BtAS. 1. l-. p. 76, f. 51, 52. 

Ln Scrotiat, Didbbkt. Him. AfwI. 1759. p. SSO, t. ii. [ 

Burrox, Hint. Nat. VIII. pp. 119, 130, L i 



The Serotine, notwithstnnding the clear and intel- 
ligible description of Daubenton, was niistakcD for the 
Noctule by Geoffrey, who described the one for the 
other. It was discovered by Dnubenton, nnd forms one 
of the subjects of his excellent paper on tlie Bats in the 
Meinuirs uf the French Academy for 17J>9. It was also 
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described and well figured in tlie eighth volume of 
Biiffon's great work. 

It appears to have very much the habit of the Noctule, 
at least as far as regards its late appearance in the spring, 
its sound and long-continued slumber. It flies from 
evening till morning, when the state of the atmosphere 
U favourable. In France, where it is far from being rare, 
it frequents forests, where it flies amongst lofty trees ; it is 
also commonly found amongst the huge piles of wood in 
the timber-yards of Paris, seeking its place of repose on 
the tops of the highest piles. With us it appears to be 
« local species, appearing only in the south-eastern parts 
of our island. It is said to occur in the neighbourhood 
of London, and we have examined a considerable number 
of specimens from Folkestone, and the Isle of Wight. 
We think it highly probable that it may be more 
common in the southern counties than is generally sup- 
posed, as from its size it would be readily confounded 
with the Noctule. All our endeavours to meet with 
this fine species in the midland counties have proved 
unavailing, nor can we learn that it has ever been met 
with in the West of England. Its flight is slow. It 
shuns society more than most other Bats, being generally 
found either solitary or in pairs. It hss only one 
young one at a birth, about the end of May in France, 
probably somewhat later in this country. It is found 
iin Germany, Holland, France, Switzerland, and the 
'Pyrenees, and is included by Dr. Eversman in his de- 
icriptive catalogue of the Bats of the Ural Mountains. 
Prof. Brandt also mentions the Serotine in his work on 
the Mammals of European and Asiatic Russia, We find 
given by M. Nordman in his Natural History notes 
pended to the travels of M. Deniidoff, in Southern 
.ussia and the Crimea. He says it was found in " Bess- 
krabie, el dans le gouvernement d'EkaterinosIaw." It 
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is probable, however, that in its geographical range 
this species is not confined to Europe, nor even to the 
adjacent parts of Asia, but that it is rather widely 
distributed in the latter quarter of the globe, since we 
have great reason for supposing that it occurs in India 
and in China. Hitherto we have not seen specimens 
from Japan, although other European species have been 
received from there ; and neither does it appear to have 
been received, with the Nodule and Vespertilio murinu*^ 
from North Africa ; but we are persuaded that the Vesper^ 
alio megalurus of M. Temminck, from Southern Africa, 
specimens of which have recently been examined in the 
Leydeu Museum, is no other than the young of the 
Serotine. 

The face is almost naked ; the muzzle short, broad, 
and tumid ; the nose is about a line and a half across ; 
the nostrils rounded ; the upper lip is furnished with se- 
baceous glands, from which spring a few hairs ; the fore- 
head is very hairy ; the ears are oval, somewhat triangular, 
shorter than the head, the inner margin much arched ; 
the apex obtuse, rounded, and bending outwards ; the 
basal half hairy on the outer surface, the rest naked ; 
the tragus elongate, semicordate, pointed at the extre- 
mity. The teeth are fewer in number than in any other 
British species of this family, there being only thirty-two, 
as in Rhinolophus. The tail is exserted to the extent of 
three lines. 

The general colour of the fur in the male is a deep 
rich chestnut brown on the upper parts, passing into 
yellowish grey beneath ; that of the female much brighter. 
The hair is long, glossy, soft, and silky. The membranes 
are dark brown, approaching to black. 

The Serotine appears liable to greater variation in 
colour than any other European Bat. From the Isle of 
Wight, and from Folkestone, we have seen specimens 
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having a decided greyisli tinge, and of somewhat greater 
; than usual. Specimens, on the contrary, from the 
Asiatic foot of the Ural Mountains, are without the least 
appearance of grey or brown, all the upper parts being 
of a uniform yellowish cream colour, the fur very long 
and silky. The under parts of this beautiful variety are 
of a tarnished yellowish white colour. From India, and 
from the Island of Amoy, specimens of a Bat have been 
received which differs only from the Serotine, in all 
external characters, in having the fur of a dark brown, 
tipped on the upper parts with whitish brown, and 
giving the animal somewhat the appearance of the Scoto- 
plaltis discolor. M. Tenuiiinck's examples of Vespertilia 
negalurui differ only from ordinary yo 
of the Serotine in having all the fur pah 
OD the membranes being cream-coloured. 

In young individuals the head is ni 
thick in proportion, the muzzle shorter and more 
' obtuse, the lip very tumid, and the colours more obscure, 
than in the adult. 

Dimensions : — 

Incli. LiaeB. 

Length oE tbe head and body . .28 

„ of Uiehud 11 

,, of thetul 1 10 

,, of tbeean 8 

„ of th«tn«tiE 3 

Extant of the wifiga 12 4 

Dentition : — 

I. J : C. J : P. M. J ; M. J = i3. 
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MOUSE-COLOURED BAT. 
Vesper tilio muriimg. 

"Bun oval, lirotul M the base, beiMining auroHcr towarda the dimi, a* long 
W Ibe beail ; tragus falcifDrm. the inner margin Btrsight, not qnite hklf tbi! 
length of Lbe aaricle ; fur varying from grefiBh brown to pale reddiab brown 
above, dirt; white beneath. 

Vttptrtilio vH^ar, Bsissoir, p. 2U, Xo. 5. Libr, Syit. Nat. 

Bran'niM, Liim. Syat. Nat. Gxarr. Ann. Maa. VIII. p. 191, 
t. xlrii. xlviii, Deihar. Muninitl, p. Mi. Jkiths, 
Brit. Vert. p. 20. Itui. Fann. ffirb. Dentuh. 
p. 83, f. 5lJ, 67. 
KuiiL, Dent. Flederm, p. 36, up. 1. 
DlDBKi'T. Mfim. de I'Acad. dea Sc. 1759. p. 3TR, 
I. i. BDrroM, Hist. Nut. Vlll. p. 113, I. u. 

B been 



l.a fhuHti 



In the account of the Pipistrelle, the reasons t 
detailed for abolishing the name of VefperlUio n 
that of tile Coimnon Rat of Great Britain. On the 
Continent, indeed, tbia species in very generally met with. 



MOUSE-COLOURED BAT. 

It was probably the species known to the Greeks by the 
name of Nuxreplj, and may be considered as one of the 
most frequent in Germany, as well as in France and in 
many other parts of Europe; but in England it ia one of 
the rarest species yet discovered to be indigenous to the 
country, and has hitherto only been taken in the gardens 
of the British Museum, From the large size of this 
^>ecies, and consequently the comparative ease with which 
apeciinens could be obtained, we cannot help thinking 
tiiBt were it, properly speaking, an inhabitant of our 
itlands, other examples would by this time have been 
sptured. Yet we have failed in meeting with any 
■ Other record of its appearance than that above given, 
wbich is not altogether satisfactory. When we recollect 
'tiiat previously to the labours of the Rev, L. Jenyns, the 
Fipistrelle was confounded with the Vespertilio murimii 
by English naturalists, it will at once appear as by no 
means improbable, that the confusion of the two may 
have led to the record of the present one as a British 
species. It is one of the largest of the European 
Bats, exceeding even the Noctule in the length of the 
iody by about half an inch, and in the extent of the 
wings by full an inch. In those countries where it 
^ista in the greatest profusion, it is found by hundreds 
jethcr, in ancient buildings, in the towers of churches, 
i other similar retreats; but it does not resort to 
}rests or woods, as many other species do. It is not 
found associated with others ; and even amongst them- 
selves, they frequently have violent and bloody quarrels, 
^hting with their sharp teeth, and holding on to each 
ther by their hooked thumbs, sometimes tearing each 
fether, and even breaking the slender wing-bones of their 
intagonists. 
They feed on various kinds of nocturnal and crepus- 
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ciilar insects, particularly the nocturnal Lepidoptera; the 
harder parts of which, with portions of the wings, are 
found unchanged in their excrements. Buffon relalea, 
probably of this species, that having descended into the 
grottoes at Arcy for the purpose of examining the stalac- 
tites, he was astonished to perceive the ground covered, 
to an extent of many feet in breadth, with a. thick layer 
of soil, formed principally of the remains of the wings, 
and hard parts of various insects, as if they had congre- 
gated there in countless multitudes to perish and rot 
together. It proved, however, to consist of the excrement 
of Bats which had suspended themselves from the roof 
of the grotto : the mass had probably been accumulating 
for very many years. 

The head of this Bat is long ; the face sparsedly covered 
only with scattered, stiffish, long hairs ; the forehead very 
hairy ; the nose naked and smooth, prominent, extending 
beyond the lower lip ; the gape wide j the nostrils open- 
ing laterally, the margins tumid. Eyes rather large, 
with a few long black hairs immediately above them. 
Ears inclining backwards, standing strongly out from the 
head, oval, broad at the base, becoming narrower and 
even a little pointed at the apex, as long as the head, 
with a few scattered hairs near the base on the inner 
margin; tragus falciform, the tip sub-acute, and the 
inner margin quite straight. 

Colour of the fur, above, pale reddish brown, beneath, 
greyish while, the hairs being all blackish at the base. 
Ears grey without, tending to yellowish within. Mem- 
branes yellowish brown, paler than in most other species. 
Specimens from North Africa are usually somewhat paler 
than European ones. Immature examples have the upper 
parts of a brownish grey colour, without any of the 
reddish brown colour of the elder ones. 



HOUSB^OLOUBED BAT. 
Dimensions : — 

Inch. Idn**. 
LtngUi td the beftd and hod; . .87 

„ of the held OS 

„ of the UU 1 71 

„ of ths sua 111 

BradUi of the eu> OS 

Length of the tngna ..... 5} 
Extat d the wiug^ 15 

Dentitioo : — 

I. I : C. 1 : p. U. t : ■■ t-tf- 





BECHSTEIN'S BAT, 



Veepertilio Hec/isieinii. 



Vttpertilio BetkleiBii, LtisuB. KtBL, Dnet. Fledonn. p. 30, ip. 3, 
t. <xii. Debuir. Mamianl. p. ISG. Jektih, 

Brit Vert. p. 21. 

This handsome and striking species Is rare in this 
country, being only known as British from the occur- 
rence of specimens taken by Mr. Millard in the New 
Foreat, and now in the British Museum. This locality 
corresponds with its habits as detailed by the Continental 
nnlurulists, who state that it resorts exclusively to tbe 
hollow trees in the midst of forests, never approaching 
towns or retiring to buildings. It shuns even aU associa- 
tion with other species of Bats, congregating in small 
groups of about a dozen, tbe largest number observed 
together being thirteen, all of which were females. 

The general resemblance of this species to V. muriniu 
and to V. Nnttereri, witli both of which it agrees in the 
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essential points of the form of the tragus and the for- 
mula of the dentition, is very ohvious on the most super- 
ficial observation. It is, however, readily distinguished 
from the fonner species by the larger size of the ears, 
the different proportions of the wings, ^which, although 
equally broad, have not nearly the same relative length, 
— by the darker colour of the membrane, and the lighter 
colour of the belly. From V. Natterert it differs in the 
entire and simple margin of Ihe iuterfemoral membrane, 
in its larger size, and the greater length of its ears. 

The face is rather hairy, witli a few stiffer hairs inter- 
mixed ; the mnzzle long and conical ; the gape wide, ex- 
tending to the base of the ears ; the nose rather narrow, 
and slightly depressed in the middle. Ears obviously 
longer than the head, rounded, and bending outwards at 
the apex, oval, thin, and transparent ; tragus somewhat 
falcifonn, bending a little outwards towards the extre- 
mity. Fur reddish grey above, brown at the base, light 
grey beneath, blackish at the base. Dimensions : — 

Inph. Linea. 
LongtL of the head snd body . .22 

,, of the bead 

., of the tail IS 

,, of thflUlTB 10 

Breadth of the ears fi 

Leugth of the Ungaa 4 

Eitent of the winga II 

Dentition :— 

I. J ;0, j :F. M. 3 :M.J=Jj. 
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THE REDDISH-GREY BAT. 



Vesperlilio Natterm. 

Specific CKaraeur. — Ban obloag-oikl. aboaL U long u the hex} ; tngu 
lUTtow-Ianoeol&M, nearlj two'thirds Ihe length of tbo «u : ioterfenKinJ mem- 
bnoe vith the m&rgia crenite and stiffijr ciliated, fnta the eod of the ipnr 
U> the tail - (ur rufooa gnj aboie, whitish beneath. 



Vi^crtili 



NaUtreri, KoBI^ Dentechl. Pledenn. p. S3, ip. 3, 

■II. Mam. p. 13S. Jmn, BriL Tart. p. S3. 



Dm- 



This species, lo which the English name of Reddish- 
grey Bat has been applied, from its prevailing colour, 
was first described by Kuhl, and named by him after 
our friend Dr. Natterer, the celebrated Austrian Natu- 
ralist. In this country it appears to be of not unfre- 
quent occurrence, though certainly local in its distri- 
bution. Those in the British Museum were taken near 
London ; Mr. Jenyns gives Swaffhani in Cambridgeshire 
as a habitat ; we have seen specimens belonging to Mr. 
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Tarrell from Colchester and from Norwich; we have 
taken them at Selbome ; and received three living ones, 
ty the kindness of Dr. Waring, from Chiselhurst in Kent, 
where they were taken during their hibernation, in com- 
pany with Barbasiellus, VespertUio mystacinus, and Plecotus 
auritus. They were found in a large chalk cavern, at the 
bottom of a shaft seventy feet in depth. These speci- 
Bieos continued alive for a short time, feeding on bits of 
raw meat, and exhibiting great familiarity of disposition, 
not only by their friendliness towards their companions, 
but by their readiness in taking food from the hand, and 
in allowing themselves to be interfered with without 
evincing fear or anger. One of them was one morning 
found dead, and partially eaten by his companions; and 
the remaining two died shortly afterwards. They were 
active in their habits, running about the cage and climb- 
ing with great agility; their attitude when running on 
a plane surface was more horizontal than that of the 
Long-eared Bat, though perhaps less so than the Pipis- 
trelie, which runs along almost on its belly. 

The discovery, in 1848, of a colony of these Bats in 
the church of the village of Arrow, situated on a small 
stream of that name near to Alcester, confirms in a very 
interesting manner the familiar and social habits of the 
■pecies. Between the ceiling of the church and the 
tiled roof was a dark retreat, accessible by a low arch 
from a floor in the tower. Here the Bats were seen 
adhering, by all their extremities, to the under surface ol 
the row of tiles which forms the crest or ridge of the 
roof (partly supported, however, by the upper tier of 
roof-tiles on which the ridge-tiles rested), and others 
clinging to them, until a mass was made up three or four 
inches thick, six or seven wide, and about four feet in 
length. It would be wrong to call this their place of 
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repose, as they presented a most singular scene of ac- 
tivity, the constant endeavour of those outside being to 
penetrate the mass, probably for warmth, and to do this 
they were continually poking their noses between those 
nearest to them, and then forcing in their bodies, to be 
in their turn again pushed to the outside. In this 
manner a regular bickering was kept up in the whole 
mass. However, they seemed to be very gentle, and to 
have no idea of biting or otherwise annoying each other. 

On the boarded floor in the tower adjoining this retreat 
many dead ones were lying about, in a dried condition, 
all of them very small and hairless. These probably 
had fallen from their mothers when on the wing, as they 
were themselves too young to have flown there, and the 
parents could not have rested in this chamber, and at 
that time let fall their young. 

After watching this remarkable assemblage for some 
time, about sixty were secured in a bag (only a very 
small proportion of the number there), and the bag was 
opened in a lighted room in the evening. They were 
soon flying about in all directions. On the window 
being thrown open, those' nearest to it at once flew out; 
but so completely gregarious are these Bats, that after 
taking a turn or two outside they re-entered the room, 
and being joined by others, again went forth, and again 
returned, until all had become aware of the means of 
escape, when the whole company left the room in a 
cloud. We may add, as further showing the gregarious 
nature of the species, that a few which were retained, 
exhibited great uneasiness when separated from each 
other, which disappeared when permitted to be together. 

The Natterer's Bat appears to be distributed over a 
considerable part of Europe. In England it is by no 
means rare, as the foregoing observations sufficiently 
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show. Hitherto we have met with no record of its 
occurrence in Scotland, but in Ireland, according to Dr. 
Kinahan and Prof. M'Coy, it has been taken in a rugged 
mountain pass between the counties of Dublin and 
Wicklow. It appears in Germany, but is probably not 
very common, since it is not included in a list kindly 
made out by our friend Dr. Albert Giinther, the well- 
known ichthyologist. In Belgium, according to Baron 
De Selys Longchamps, it is less abundant than its con- 
geners, but has been taken in the vicinity of Brussels, 
and at Maestricht. It is stated also to be a rare species by 
M. HoUandre, who met with it in the holes of trees in 
the neighbourhood of Metz. Prof. Brandt includes it 
in his work on the Mammalia of Russia, and it is also 
mentioned by Dr. Eversman as an inhabitant of the 
region of the Ural Mountains. We have received 
specimens from Warsaw, and find it given as a Scandi- 
navian species by M. Nilsson. In the more southern 
parts of Europe, it is said to appear on the Adriatic and 
Mediterranean shores. The Vespertilio emarginatus of 
Prince Lucien Bonaparte, figured in his fine work on 
the Fauna of Italy, has been supposed by Prof. Blasius 
to be identical with the Vespertilio Naitereri ; as, how- 
ever, we have been able to make a direct comparison 
of the original specimen with those described by M. 
Geofiroy St. Uilaire, we are justified in stating that this 
is an error. 

The head of this Bat is smaller in proportion than 
that of most others; the muzzle narrowed, projecting 
beyond the lower jaw, and naked at the extremity ; the 
face is hairy, some of the hairs very long, scattered, 
and projecting in a sort of thin moustache over the lip ; 
there is a prominent sebaceous gland on each side of the 
face above the lip. Nostrils oval, with tumid margins, 

I 
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placed immediately above the margin of the lip. Ears 
oblong-oval^ as long as the head, rather more than half 
as broad as they are long; the extreme inner margin 
reflexed ; the outer margin scarcely notched, extending 
downwards and forwards to meet the inner margin at 
the base ; tragus two-thirds as long as the auricle, very 
narrow, lanceolate, thin, and naked. Eyes very small. 
Flying membrane semi-transparent, naked ; interfemoral 
portion with only eight transverse lines; the spur very 
long, and the margin of the membrane from the spur to 
the tip of the tail crenate, and furnished with a lash of 
stiff short hairs, Exserted portion of the tail very short. 
The colour of this Bat is lighter than that of the 
other British species, with the exception of the Vesper^ 
tilio murintis. The fur above, which is long and soft, is 
light reddish brown, with a grey glance, from the tips 
of the hairs being greyish, and the roots of the former 
colour. Beneath it is light silvery grey, the tips of the 
hair being white, and the roots nearly black. The ears 
and muzzle pale. The membrane smoky grey with a 
slight rufous tinge. 

Dimensions : — 



Length of the head and bo^ly 

of the head . 

of the tail 

,, of the ears 

Breadth of the ears . 

Length of the tragus 

Extent of the wings . 



>» 



*» 



Inch. Lines 


. 1 


11 


. 


8 


. 1 


8 


. 


8 


. 


H 


. 


5 


. 11 






Dentition : — 



L| : Cj : F. M. j : M. S=JJ. 



Desmarest has given an erroneous statement of the 
number of teeth in this Bat : he says there are but five 
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molares on each side above. This mistake arose from the 
extreme minuteness of the two smaller false molares, 
which were doubtless taken for a single one ; the denti- 
tion, ID fact, corresponds exactly with that of V. murimis 
and Bechtieinii. 
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Vetpmrtitio Dmtbtntotm. 
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Hut <it«l, lliVM- (mirth* tbe longth nf the head, wtrj ilighllT noldMd m 

Ih* iiuUr tN«iKtii| wltli ft UM on the itiner margiti >t tlia baae; tr^u tBtnw- 
IftlnoiilnU, ntlhaf n1itii*i>, Iwnillni; n little inwanlg, half tbe lengtfa ftf A< 
MkIkIb r Mil lniiH*r lli*D tho Imly. 



Vit/millUi lhi«t>nlmU. I.kwi.mi. Kchl, Deut. Fl«lenn. sp. 11, i. 
(. ';, UmMAR. Uamninl. p. 141. B: 
UoliUeb. p. OS, f. EH, (IT. 
,, mutriilftu; Jiniii, Rriu Tert. p. 26. 
„ mllUi, Jixma, Aim. Ifnt. Iliit. 1S30, p. 73. 

„ muio'HhixryrHt TkHH. Mon, Man. II. p. 2S1. pi. S8, Ag. )L< 
,, V«lii">tlt, RviM. Dull, lie Moteoii, 1S40, I. p. 34. 
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A r^nnri'I, txniiiliiiilioii of several specimens of 
ii|ii'ilin ili-«i'il1io(l l>y Mr. Jcnyiis, in hU most useful 
MhiuiiiI, iiiiiloi' tlio liiuiip of Veipertilio emaryinatua, has 
Uil tn llio ri)i)vl(<tiiiii tliiK llir liiit so desif:;iiated hy him 
U tllf lrnt> r. /hfiiftm/riHH of Kuhl and Desmarest, and 
Ihi* r. «i»iity(*«/w of OroffVoy. 



DAUBENTON'S BAT. 61 

obligingly permitted the use of his specimen, which 
is an adult male, and was taken at Milton Park in 
Northamptonshire : our late revered friend Mr. Yarrell 
also kindly allowed the use of his specimens, consist- 
ing of an adult female, a half-grown male, and an 
extremely young one, all of which were taken at 
Islington. It was upon an examination of these that 
the statement respecting their identity with Vesper- 
titto Daubentonii was made in the first edition of this 
work, a decision which has met with universal assent. 
The expression " oreilles petites," in Desmarest's essen- 
tial character of V. Daubentonii, is so vague as to be 
useless, and at the same time conveys an idea which is 
absolutely erroneous ; and were it not corrected by the 
statement of the actual length of the ears, — namely, 
half an inch, — it would greatly mislead any one who 
depended upon it. Such uncertain and arbitrary ex- 
pressions in essential specific characters cannot be tod 
strongly deprecated. In any group of animals in which 
the distinctive characters are not very obvious, and are 
frequently dependent upon the comparative dimensions 
of small or inconspicuous parts, it is of the greatest 
consequence that the relative proportions be accurately 
stated ; and if this be done, they form the most certain 
and valuable marks of distinction. 

So peculiar are the vespertinal habits of this species, 
that, while very abundant, an ordinary observer might be 
quite unconscious of its existence. It is essentially an 
aquatic species, if such an expression be admissible, 
applied to an animal which never enters the water. It 
haunts that element continually, flying so near its surface 
as to render it difiScult to distinguish between the creature 
itself and its reflection. The flight, quivering and slow, 
is performed by very slight but rapid strokes of the 
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wings ; it may, indeed, be said to vibrate, rather than fly, 
over the surface of the water. It could not well fly in 
any other manner so near the surface without often 
striking it, and this it seldom, or perhaps never, does, 
although it often pauses to dip its nose into the water, 
whether to drink or pick up some floating food, we have 
been unable to ascertain. The Daubenton's Bat is, we 
suspect, rather an abundant species in the middle parts 
of England, at least it is plentiful in some parts of 
Warwickshire. We have sometimes seen these Bats so 
thick on the Avon, near to Stratford, that at certain 
spots there could not have been fewer than one to every 
square yard, and this abundance has extended over a 
very considerable space. It resorts indiscriminately to 
buildings or trees during the day, though we think the 
preference is given to the former. On one occasion we 
received a great number, which had been taken by some 
workmen from a grove of old oaks near to Alcester. 
Some of the trees were literally filled with these Bats 
exclusively, while in other trees in the same grove, but 
in a difierent part of it, the Noctule was equally abun- 
dant. A few miles from Alcester is Coughton Court, 
an ancient seat of the Throckmorton family, near to 
which passes a small stream called the Arrow, and in the 
grounds around the mansion is a chain of deep and 
dismal-looking ponds, overhung by alder and other 
moisture-loving trees. This is just the kind of haunt 
for the present species, and here it abounds. In the roof 
over a room in one of the outbuildings, their excrement 
has been seen lying on the ceiling an inch or two in thick* 
ness, every crevice overhead being crammed with Bats. 

The following notes of a Bat-hunting expedition to 
the church of Stratford-on-Avon, will be interesting as 
further illustrating the habits of this species: — 
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On a fine September evening in 1849, a party of 
three ascended to the belfry for the purpose of collecting 
specimens, having been assured by the sexton that Bats 
abounded there. On the first appearance of one of 
these animals, some candles were lighted, and each one, 
according to instructions, taking hold of a bell-rope, 
swung it round as rapidly as possible, and the Bat, 
unable to avoid the rotating ropes, was soon struck by 
one of them and came to the floor. Others soon made 
their appearance, and were as speedily taken ; and in this 
manner more than twenty were in a short time secured, 
all of which were of the present species. The least 
touch of the rope was sufficient to bring the Bat down, 
if it were merely on the tip of the wing, and the creature, 
with expanded and motionless wings, came to the floor, 
and if uninjured, as was usually the case, at once 
commenced running about on the boarded floor of the 
belfry. Having taken some of these specimens away, 
they were let loose in a well-lighted room, and the same 
peculiar kind of flight was observed as in the dusky 
belfry, and a similar predilection shown for ceiling, wall, 
and floor, keeping so close to these in their flight as 
sometimes to touch them with their wings. 

Rarely did one in either place venture across the open 
part ; and as rarely have we shot one of this species in 
an open place away from the surface of the water. Some 
of the specimens from Stratford Church, although shy 
at first, soon became assured, and were kept alive for 
some time. They were very quiet and gentle in their 
manners, and after a short time took milk from the palm 
of the hand quite freely. Very small pieces of meat, 
although at first refused, were afterwards eaten. But 
the common house-fly was the favourite morsel, and it 
was curious to see them poke their little noses between 
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the fingers for flies which were concealed there. A fly 
put on a smooth table was always a tempting but tanta- 
lizing bait for them, for the Bats, in attempting to take 
hold of it, almost invariably pushed it to the outside 
of the table, from which it fell and was lost. When a 
fly or other food was taken which was rather large, the 
carpus was always brought into use to do the office of 
a hand, and the food was pushed into the mouth with it, 
but it did not appear that the claw on the thumb was 
made use of; however, as at these times the nose was 
always thrust more or less downwards under the breast, 
it was not easy to make an accurate observation, from the 
operation being so much concealed by the body of the 
animal. Their constitution appeared delicate, and it was 
diflScult to keep them alive for any long period ; a good 
flight round the room in the evening appeared necessary 
to their existence, whilst the hardy little Pipistrelle and 
the Noctule will live in a box without exercise for a 
long time, if well supplied with food. 

The most northern English locality for this species 
which has come to our knowledge is Durham, from which 
place the Vespertilio adiiis of the Rev. L. Jenyns, was 
obtained, which is now referred to Vespertilio Dauben- 
tonii ; but in Scotland it has been met with as far north 
as Aberdeen, specimens having been deposited in the 
British Museum by Mr. John Macgillivray which had 
been collected near that place. So recently as the 
autumn of 1861 we received, through the kindness of 
the Rev. G, Gordon, a specimen which had been taken 
in the church of Peterculter, also in Aberdeenshire. 
Its occurrence in Ireland in two localities has been es- 
tablished ; viz., in Donegal, by the late Wm. Thomson, 
and in Kildare by Dr. Kinahan.* It is found in various 

* Sco Proc. Nat. nut. 8oc. Dublin, vol. ii. p. 151, ct kc<i. 
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parts of Germany, is common at Hanau, in Wetteravia, 
and was taken by Dr. Natterer in Vienna. According 
to M. Teniminck, it occurs in Sardinia, but not in the 
nortli of Europe, a statement wliicb is certainly incor- 
rect, as in the first edition of this work it was shown, on 
the authority of Dr. Beck, to be a Danish species, and 
we find it included by M. Nilsson in his Scandinavian 
Fauna, as well as by Prof. Brandt in his work on the 
Russian Mammals. Dr. Eversman has described a 
variety of this Bat under the name of Vetpertitio Volgensis, 
which he met with on the slopes of the Ural Mountains, 
and near the river Volga. Finally, we add Japan to the 
enumeration of localities from which examples of Fesper- 
tilio Daubentunii have been received, as an examination 
of Japanese specimens in the Leyden Museum has satis- 
fied us not merely that the Noctule occurs there, as stated 
by M. Temrainck, but that the Vetpertilia macrodactylus 
of that distinguished zoologist is referable to the species 
we have now under review. 

The head is rather small ; the forehead somewhat ele- 
vated, and the top of the head a little flattened; the 
muzzle obtuse, with numerous long and stilTish hairs, and 
a moustache of soft long hair on each side of the upper 
lip, which is also tumid from a congeries of sebaceous 
glands on each side. Ears of moderate size, about three- 
fourths the length of the head, oval, bending a little 
outwards; the external margin very slightly notched, the 
inner margin with a fold near the base. Tragus some- 
what lanceolate, narrow, sub-acute at the apex, turned 
a little inwards, half as long as the ear. Tail a little 
longer than the fore-arm, exserted at the extremity for 
about a line. Hinder extremities robust; the feet strong, 
and the outer toe very distinct from the rest. Wing 
membranes extending only to the distal extremity of 
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the tibia, leaving the foot free, a character which at once 
distioguisbes it from all other British species of the 
genus Vapertilio as restricted in this work. Interfemoral 
membrane ample ; the transverse lines, as in V. mt/tta- 
dmu, very numerous. Fur soft, plentiful, brownish 
black at the base; the surface reddish brown sbore, 
sometimes dark brown and occasionall; dark greyish 
brown, ash-grey beneath : younger indiWduals are usually 
darker, sometimes almost black. Membranes dusky, 
with a reddish tinge ; the interfemoral whitish beneath. 
Dimensions : — 

LcDgth ot the head and body .20 

of the head 7 

,. of the tail 16 

,. of the ear 6 

Ureadtb of the ear 34 

Length of the tragua 2| 

,, of the fore-ami 14 

ExUat of the viagt 9 

Dentition : — 

1. ) : C. i : P.M.J : M. J = «. 






CHEIROPTERA 



m 



r«9trtifip 




UK. HwbL p. IMl Su^f, IwL J«n. II. 
p. lot. Jmn, BrU. Tot. p. 36. 

This species was discovered by L^sler in Germany, 
where !t is said to be rare. The first notice of its being 
an inliabitant of this countrj- appears in Dr. Gray's 
enumeration of British Vespertilionidit in tlie Zoological 
Journa]. This gentleman supposes that Montagu mistook 
it for Barbastellus, and states that the specimen marked 
Barbastellus iu the British Museum, which belonged to 
Montagu, is of this species. Mr. Jenyns has obtained it 
in Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire; Mr, Yarrell, 
from the caverns at Colchester; and one we hiid living 
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was sent from the chalk cavern at Chiselhurst in Kent, 
and the illustrations which accompanied the description 
in the first edition, taken from this specimen, were, we 
believe, the first which appeared of this species. It has, 
however, since that time been figured both by M. Tem- 
minck and by Prof. Blasius. 

The Whiskered Bat, although not rare in this country, 
is seldom seen in any numbers, which is due in great 
measure to its solitary habits. It may, indeed, be some- 
times seen in sufficient abundance to lead to the belief 
that it is somewhat gregarious, but it will be found, on 
further examination, that it is supply of food, or shelter, 
which brings them together, rather than desire for each 
other's company. Its flight resembles pretty closely 
that of the Pipistrelle, and it frequents nearly the same 
situations, but we have often noticed a slight difference, 
viz., that while the present species prefers the sheltered 
side of a high hedge to any other place, the Pipistrelle 
will rather choose as its hunting-ground a quiet comer 
between trees or buildings. However, it would be dif- 
ficult to distinguish the two species by their choice of 
nocturnal haunts; and their places of repose are even 
more alike. In all sorts of hiding-places the Whiskered 
Bat may be found during the day, and generally singly. 
Holes in walls, roofs of houses and other buildings, or 
the spaces behind shutters or sign-boards, will serve very 
well for a resting-place during its hours of repose, and it 
does not refuse a convenient hole or crevice in a tree, 
nor even an auger-hole in an old unused gate-post, 
which situation we have known one occupy for some 
time. It is also a frequenter of caverns, as already 
mentioned, at Colchester and Chiselhurst ; and we have 
known it taken from others excavated for the purpose of 
obtaining gypsum, on the estate of Sir R. Throckmorton, 
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at Spomal Park, in Warwickshire. It is not very un- 
usual to see this Bat abroad during the day, even in 
bright sunlight. One observed about noon on the 16th 
of April, 1852, 'at the village of Welford, about a mile 
from the abode of one of the authors of the present 
work, when captured, was found to answer admirably to 
the description of the VesperlUio humeralis of M. Baillon. 
As in that so-called species, there was a well-defined pure 
black spot at the insertion of the humerus. 

The Whiskered Bat brings forth one young one at 
a birth, about the end of June or in July; the exact 
time depending, in this species as in others, upon the 
forwardness of the spring, or, in other words, upon the 
period when they emerge from their winter's repose. 

Hitherto we have not heard of the occurrence of the 
species in Scotland, and in Ireland it appears to have 
been observed but once. Its occurrence at Feakle, in 
the county of Clare, is recorded by Dr. Kinalian in 
the Proceedings of the Natural History Society of 
Dublin." 

To the country in which it was first discovered by 
Leialer, we may add, on the collective testimony of M, 
Hollandre, Baron De Selys Longchamps, Prof. Blusius, 
M. Nilssnn, and Prof. Brandt, the following countries, 
yiz. r France, Belgium, Switzerland, Sweden, and Kussia; 
and we find it included in the recent work on the 
Mammals of the Amoor by Dr. Leopold von Schrenck-f 
Finally, we think that the Himalaya Mountains will 
liave to be given as a habitat, as the Vespertilio sili- 
gprauit of Mr. Hodgson J appears to differ in no 

• Vol. n, 

t HMmo o. Forechnngen im Amur-Lamle in den Jahren, lS51-Sfl. Bd. 
^ X S&DEetUere, 1SS8. 

i Ann. U>e. Hat. HiiL, ioffuA, IBGS, 
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important respect, externally, from the Vespertilio mysta^ 
cinus. 

The head is of medium length, the forehead somewhat 
elevated, the occiput prominent; the muzzle is rather 
pointed, slightly emarginate between the nostrils, which 
are tumid, particularly at the upper and inner angle. 
Face very hairy, so much so as to give the short and 
thick appearance ; the hairs on the lip longer than the 
others, forming a moustache ; and there is a similar row 
across the forehead : the chin has also a few long and 
stiffish hairs. Ears shorter than the head, oblong, 
rounded at the upper part, bending outwards, broad 
at the base, rather deeply excavated at the outer 
margin; tragus rather more than half the length 
of the ears, lanceolate, strait, a little expanded on the 
outer margin near the base. Eyes small, and much con- 
cealed by the hairs. Tail longer than the fore-arm, the 
exserted portion about a line in length, curved. Fur 
long and thick ; the hairs of the upper part of a dusky 
black colour, excepting at the extreme tips, which are 
shining rufous ; beneath ash-grey at the tips, blackish 
near the roots. Ears and flying membrane dusky, very 
dark ; the transverse lines of the wings very numerous, 
those of the inter femoral membrane being no fewer 
than eighteen. Old and pregnant females, or those 
having young ones, are often of a faded brown or rusty 
colour onUhe upper parts, the lower parts being dirty 
brownish white. This is the Vesp. emarginatiu of 
Macgillivray, described in his work on British Quad- 
rupeds. Young individuals are sometimes almost black. 

Dimensions : — 



Inch. Lines. 
Length of the head and bo<ly .18 
,, of the head 7 
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loeli. Linei. 
LtDgtli ot the Uil IS 

„ of the euB C} 

BreadUi of the ean 8| 

Length of the tngni OS nearlj 

„ of the fare-un 13 

Bxtent of the wing* 8 S 

Dentition : — 
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CHEIROPTERA. 
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mm 



Genus, PUcotut. (Geoff.) 



Otnerie cAarnrf er.— R&n lerr large, much \onea tluui Uu haul, ukilad >t 
the bH«. Cutting l«eth J, grinden {:|. 
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PUcotut auritta. 



Vetpeiiilio minor, BuMoa, Qiud. 22fl. 

,, aHrita, LiiN. Sfit. N'at. IT, sp. fi. QKorr. Ann. Hn>. Till, 
p. 197. Kl-hl, DeutKh. Pledenn. ap. 1. Dhkxi. 
M»mniil. p. IH. Jktis, Brit. Tart. p. 27, ip. M. 
Pluotat aHrilia, Oiurr. Gur, Zool. Jonrn. II. p. 109. Plwl Brit. 
An. p. 7. ItoHiF. Fun. ItaL p. 108. 
„ Ckritlii, QuT, Mag. Zoal. Bat. II. 13. 

„ luniKKkniu*, BuDSB. Journ. A«. Soe. XVI. 894. 
L'Ortillard, Diubiitt. H6in. Aud. 1759, p. 376, t. i. f. 2. Bum*, 

Hirt. Km. VIII. p. 118, t. iTii. f. 1. 
lAiiig-eartd Bat, Firi. Brit. Qud. I. p. 147, t. liii. 

The comparative ignorance of the characters of the 
Cheiroptern whicli prevHilcd until Daubenton set the 
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CTample of a more attentive obsevvatioii of them, can 
scarcely have a more striking illustrntioii tliiin tlie fact 
that the present species, although larger than many other 
European specit-s, now well known and sufficiently dis- 
tinguished, received from Brisson, who first characterized 
it, tiie name of Vesperlilio minor, the comparative term 
major having been at first applied to V. murinua ; and 
Linnteus, who altered the ahovo specific names in the 
twelfth edition of his Si/stema Nalura, has the following 
remarkable observation appended to the present species, 
V. murinus being the one following it. '' Distincta 
^ecies auriculia, nisi solo sexu cum sequenti con- 
▼eniat." 

It is a common though not very abundant British 
Bat, is more readily tamed than most others, and 
may soon be brought to exhibit a considerable degree 
of familiarity with those who feed and caress it. 
We have frequently watched them when in confine- 
ment, and have observed them to be bold and familiar 
even from the first. They are very cleanly; not only 
cleaning themselves after feeding, and at other times, 
with great assiduity, but occasionally assisting each other 
iMa office. They are very playful too, and their 
Ib are not the less amusing from their awkward- 
They run o/er and against each other, pretending 
4o bite, but never harming their companions of the same 
species; though we have seen them exhibit a. sad spirit 
of persecution to an unfortunate Bnrbastelle which was 
placed in the same cage with them. They may be readily 
brought to eat from the handj and one kept by Mr. 
James Sowerby, when at liberty in the parlour, would 
fly to the hand of any of the young people who held 
up a fly towards it, and, pitihing on the hand, take 
the fly without hesitation. If the insect were held 
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between the lips, the Bat would then settle on its 
yoong patron's cheek, and take the fly with great gentle- 
ness from the month: and so far was this familiarity 
carried, that when either of the yonng people made a 
humming noise with the month, in imitation of an insect, 
the Bat would search about the lips for the promised 
dainty. 

The ears are developed to such an extraordinary degree 
as at once to strike the most incurious observer, and yet 
probably their actual comparative magnitude is not fully 
recognized. Let us imagine a horse or a dog having ears 
as large as its own body, and grotesque and whimsical as 
the idea may seem, it is completely realized by the sin- 
gular little animal of which we are now speaking. Yet 
we are not impressed with the least idea of awkwardness 
when inspecting it : on the contrary, its ears appear to be 
so completely under management, and are thrown, at the 
will of the animal, into such elegant curves and folds, 
and are themselves so exquisitely silky and transparent, 
as to render the species one of the most interesting of 
our native Bats. The use of these extraordinary and 
highly developed organs has not hitherto, we believe, 
been fairly recognized, but we may rest assured that 
Nature, ever prodigal in means, but not wasteful, has 
ordained them for the performance of some important 
office in the economy of the species. As we have in a 
former part of this work mentioned, M. de Jurine 
made some interesting but cruel experiments on the 
flight of Bats when deprived of sight; and we may now 
mention that the present species was one of those which 
supplied the materials for these experiments. When 
deprived of its eyes, this Bat continued to pass through 
narrow openings with great ease and address, but when 
the organs of hearing were also completely closed, the 
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imimal struck itself against whatever came in its way. 
Our own observations have led us to believe tliat the 
Long-eared Bat, although often to be seen hawking in 
the evening with the Pipistrelle and other Bats, is never- 
theless essentially a nocturiiEil species, coming abroad 
late in the evening, and continuing its flight through 
the whole of the night. Until accident liad made us 
acquainted with its voice, when on the wing, we were 
unaware how often we had been unconsciously in its 
company. At all hours, through the dead of the night, 
and in the darkest nights, in the open fields, or elsewhere, 
we have heard the shrill chatter of the Long-eared Bat 
over our heads, its voice, om;e known, being easily recog- 
nized from that of any otiier species. May we not 
reasonably suppose, that the great development of the 
outer ear, witli the corresponding development of its 
inner structure, may be the means whereby the creature 
is enabled to thread its way through intricate passages, 
when deprived of its eyes, and by which it is fitted to 
pursue its flight in the darkest nights, when we have 
foiled to detect the presence of other species? The 
large and prominent eyes, however, doubtless assist it 
materially in its nocturnal wanderings. 

The progression of this species on the ground differs 
considerably from that of all the species of true Veiper- 
tilio. Instead of running quickly along the ground in 
a horizontal posture with the head low, the foio parts 
are somewhat raised, and the body thrown forward by 
aucccssive jerkings, given alternately on one side and 
the other. We have been led to suppose, from continued 
I observation, that this posture of the body is more or 
less maintained during flight. 

The large and beautiful ears are usually folded under 
the arm during sleep, especially if the sleep be profound : 
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and this is also the case during hibernation ; the long 
tragus then hangs down, and gives the animal the appear- 
ance of having short and slender ears.^ Indeed, a person 
who had not seen it in the act of folding its ears, could 
never imagine it to be the same species when they are 
fully expanded. This circumstance refutes the notion 
suggested by Edwards and adopted by Pennant, that the 
'^ lesser ear may possibly serve as a valve to close the 
larger in the sleeping state of this animal." 

The cry of this species is acute and shrill, but not loud. 
It affords a rather remarkable illustration of the well- 
known fact, that some persons are incapable of detecting 
certain sounds ; as during the time that several of them 
were kept living, by the author of the former edition of 
this work, although their small sharp cry was distinctly 
audible to persons sitting much farther from them than 
himself, and though he bent his attention closely to them, 
listening with the greatest intentness, he could not detect 
the sound unless the ear was placed close to their cage, 
though it was uttered frequently. On being disturbed, 
the sound becomes more clear and piercing. 

The Long-eared Bat appears to frequent open country 
more than many other species^ but that it also frequents 
the same situations as the Pipistrelle and Whiskered 
Bat we have the testimony of many observers to show. 
The following observations, made at Welford Hill by one 
of the authors, seem to throw some additional light on 
its habits and manners. Having occasion to rise early — 
about three in the morning — on opening the window of 
his bedroom, a Bat of this species was seen actively 
engsigcd around the sprigs of a spindle tree which ex- 
tended across the window. It was in bloom at the time, 
and was surrounded by a cloud of niicro-lepidoptera, on 

* Sec the lijrmtr at pajic l*>. 



LONG-EARED BAT. 77 

which the Bat was feeding. As this took place scarcely 
four feet from the open window, it was easy to see the 
whole proceeding, and to determine with certainty the 
manner in which the food was taken. With scarcely 
an exception, the moths were picked from the leaves while 
resting there, only one or two being taken on the wing. 
While thus occupied, the Bat hovered much after the 
manner of the Xistrel, and the ears were bent outwards 
so much as to curl down the sides of the face, appearing 
more like two large cheek-pouches than ears, no part of 
these appearing of greater elevation than the crown of 
the head. This could be noted very accurately, as the 
creature several times hovered scarcely a yard from the 
face of the observer, at the open window, as if desirous 
of enteripg. This it afterwards did, and flying round 
the room a few times, again went to its feeding. 

The retreat of the Long-eared Bat is more frequently 
the roofs of tiled houses in villages or towns, in which 
places they may be found in summer suspended in 
clusters from the timbers, and during the winter closely 
packed between the tiles or in holes of the timbers. The 
towers of churches also are a favourite resort, and we 
have taken occasional specimens in the belfry of Strat- 
ford Church, when in pursuit of the Vespertilio Dauben 
toniu 

The geographical range of this species appears to be 
considerable. In Europe it is pretty generally known, 
and specimens of a species of Plecotus from the Hima- 
laya Mountains differs in no external respects from 
the European one. An examination of the Plecotus 
Christii of Dr. Gray has satisfied us that it also is refer- 
able to the British species ; this specimen from North 
Africa, and one we possess which came from the fifth 
cataract of the Nile, have the fur paler and more ashy in 
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colour, and the membraues lighter, than the European 
ones, which they otherwise resemble. 

The head is flattened ; the muzzle rather long and 
projecting, horizontal, and slightly emarginate ; nostrik 
with prominent edges, the openings lateral, passing back- 
wards and outwards into a small fossa. The ears are 
enormously large, oval-oblong, semi-transparent, and 
transversely plicated; the outer margin commences 
immediately behind the angle of the mouth, and the 
inner third of its breadth is supported by three extremely 
thin slender cartilages, the elasticity of which must tend 
to restore the ear to its erect position after being turned 
under the arm during sleep : these cartilages extend 
nearly the whole length of the ear, and the inner margin 
is bent back from the middle cartilage, forming a broad 
longitudinal fold, which is ciliated at its edge, as well as 
along the carina formed by its duplicature. About a line 
from its base is a small lobe projecting laterally, so that 
when the ears are erect the two lobes touch each other : 
this lobe is hairy, thicker and more opaque than the rest 
of the ear. Immediately beneath it the ears are united 
over the forehead, forming an angular notch at the point 
of their junction. Tragus elongate, lanceolate, rather 
obtuse, bending very slightly outwards, about two-fifths 
the length of the ear. Eyes lateral, conspicuous, placed 
about a line anterior to the inner angle of the base of 
the tragus. The body appears rather broad, from the 
fur extending much over the shoulders. Tail nearly as 
long as the head and body, and longer than the fore-arm ; 
projecting about a line beyond the margin of the in- 
terfemoral membrane. Spur extending fully half way 
from the tarsus to the tail. Fur rather long, thick, soft, 
and silky ; above, lightish brown with a reddish tinge, 
which is more conspicuous in young specimens, the 
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older ones being more grey ; beneath, pale brownish 
grey ; the hairs are all blackish at the base. Membranes 
dusky, with a rufous tinge. Tranaverse lines on the 
interfeinoral about twelve. 

Dimensions : — 




The Plemlus brevmanus of Jenyns, of which a figure was 
given in the first edition of this work, is now universally 
admitted to be the young of the present species. We have 
now before us a specimen which was taken at Malvern, 
which in all respects answers to the description and figure 
of PUcolttg drevimanus, and the shortness of the fingers, 
with the partially ossified state of their joints, suffi- 
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CnEIROPTBUA. rEf^PEJtT/lIO.yW.e. 



Genus, Barbasleltm. 

Gtnerie Charaeter: — Ean modenile, united at 
naked spiice on the upper surface of tbe muule, iu 
placed ; grinderB fonr aboie and four belov on each Hi 



THE BARBASTELLE. 
Barbaitellus Daubenionii. 



ft*lfrlUio barbaHellu/, Gm. 



Barbtuldlai. 
fUmlai burbiuuihi, 
Jpa^HaCellia ralgariK, 
Barliattrlltti, 



SoTiBBi, Brit. Miscell. l. v. MoHTiau in 

Linn. TrauK. ii. p. 171. Kuhl, DeuUch. Fie- 

derm. bji. 10. Dksmar. Mamniil. p. 115. 

PiKir, Brit. Zool. i, p. 183. isnim, Brit. Vert. 

sp. 33. 
Dai'Biiit. M6m. de I'AcaJ. 17£B, p. 381, t. ii. t. 3. 

Bvtron, Hist. Nut. riii. p. IID, t. >ii. f. 2. 

Hbofpkot, Ann. Dei. Sc. Tiii. p. 196, up. (I, 

t. Tlvi. xlviii. 
Ghat, £ooI. Journ. vol. ii. 
LsaaoN, Muo, Flkh. Brit, An. p. 7. 
BoNAP., FnuD. Ual, 
Blab. 1. c. p. 43, f, 33, 3J. 



Although long known as a native of France and of 

Cooie other parts of the Continent, it is only of later 

sars that the Barbastelle has been discovered to inhabit 
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this country. It was first described by Daubenton in 
1 759, in the Memoirs of the Academy of Sciences, and 
subsequently by Bufibn in his great work. Kuhl, not- 
withstanding the extent of his researches on the Bats of 
Germany, and his exertions to procure all that exist in 
that country, failed to obtain one of this species; but 
Desmarest states that it is found there, though very 
rarely. Its first detection as a native of Great Britain 
is due to Mr. Sowerby, who published an account of it 
with a figure in the " British Miscellany." His specimen 
was found in the powder-mills at Dartford in Kent. In 
the ninth volume of the Linnaean Transactions, Colonel 
Montagu mentions two places in Devonshire, Milton and 
Kingsbridge, in each of which a specimen was taken. 
Mr. Gray, indeed, in his enumeration of the Bats of 
Great Britain in the second volume of the ^* Zoological 
Journal," doubts the identity of Colonel Montagu's speci- 
mens with the Barbastelle, because the individual marked 
by Montagu Barbastellus, in the British Museum, is un- 
doubtedly Vespertilio mystacinus. Montagu's description, 
however, is so full and so correct, that it appears impos- 
sible for him to have been mistaken in the specimens 
from which he drew it up. Having received, as recorded 
in the former edition of this work, by the kindness of 
Dr. Waring, a very healthy individual which remained 
alive for several weeks, the opportunity was afforded 
of giving a few slight notices of its habits, though, 
of course, only as modified by being in a state of 
confinement. 

It was taken during a very hard frost, in the latter end 
of December, in a large chalk cavern at Chiselburst in 
Kent, which is excavated at the bottom of a shaft seventy 
feet deep. In this cavern, during very severe frosts, 
several species of Bats are found to retreat ; and on this 
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occasion, with the Barbastelle was received a specimen of 
V. mystacinuSy three of V. Nattereri, and several of Pfc- 
cotus auriius. These little prisoners, when brought into a 
warm room, soon began to exhibit signs of vivacity ; and 
the Barbastelle, with the others, fed readily on small bits 
of meat, and drank water. He was a timid animal, 
and did not evince the slightest disposition to become 
familiar; he would take his food, however, with his 
companions, and was accustomed to rest with them in 
a cluster, at the top of the box in which they were 
placed. The Barbastelle certainly became torpid more 
readily than any of the others, and more completely 
so ; but when awake, evinced extreme restlessness, and 
was incessantly biting with great violence at the wires of 
his box. When suffered to fly about the room, he flew 
very low, and less actively than any other under similar 
circumstances ; and he was fond of lying before the fire 
on the hearth rug, where he appeared quite to luxuriate 
in the warmth. Whilst the Long eared Bats evinced 
much attachment to each other, and became very familiar 
with me, the Barbastelle remained sullen and apart; 
until at length I found that he was an object of persecu- 
tion on the part of his more active companions, one of 
whom I detected in the act of giving him a severe bite 
on the back of the neck. This occasioned his immediate 
removal to another box; but this sharp discipline pro- 
bably hastened his death, which took place about a 
week afterwards, though he continued to eat till the 
day before he died. The specimen was a male, and 
apparently adult. 

The situation in which this specimen was found per- 
fectly agrees with the obser\'ation of M. Geoffroy, who 
says, " Je I'ai trouv6 a de grandes profondeurs dans les 

souterrains de Charlemont." 
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Daubenton's figure of the head of the Barbastelle is 
very correct ; that of Geoffroy in the " Annales du 
Museum," is excessively bad. 

Very little information was afforded by any author as 
to the animal's habits, until a comparatively recent period, 
with the exception of M. F. Cuvier, who related the 
history of one he had in confinement for a few days. 
It was retained as a species of Vesperiilio, until M. 
Lesson placed it with the Long-eared Bat in the genus 
Plecotus. Dr. Gray constituted it a distinct genus under 
the name of Barbastellus, which was certainly objection- 
able, as removing from it the specific one which had been 
bestowed upon it by its first discoverer. As no specific 
name was given by Dr. Gray, the deficiency was supplied 
in the former edition of this work by adding to it the 
name of the distinguished naturalist by whose labours 
it was first made known. In Weigmar's "Archives" for 
1839, Count Keyserling and Prof. Blasius, objecting to 
the name of Barbastellus, sxxhstituted for it that of 
SynotuSy and the latter is in general use amongst 
Gennan and Russian naturalists, while most English 
and French zoologists employ the former. 

In Warwickshire the Barbastelle is not very rare, 
although by no means abundant. Whether observed in 
its place of repose during the day, or when taking its 
evening flight, it is of equally solitary habits. 

If in a twilight stroll about midsummer a person finds 
himself in a close proximity with a Bat of somewhat 
thick and clumsy form, but of rather small size, whose 
flight is so desultory that it appears to be flapping lazily 
about, hither and thither, seemingly without purpose, 
and intruding so closely that the flutter of its wings 
may be heard, and even the cool air thrown by their 
movement felt upon the check, it may with almost cer- 
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tainty be recognized as the Barbastelle. Although there 
is no English Bat which resembles the Barbastelle in 
its mode of flight, yet in choice of situation there are 
several. Where the Whiskered Bat and Pipistrelle are 
seen, the Barbastelle may be seen also, but having been 
once observed, it will, probably, be useless to make 
search again at the same place. Equally uncertain is 
its diurnal retreat ; most likely not the same place for 
long together, as we have found it in places where it 
could not have rested the day previously. A crevice in 
a wall or tree, the spaces between the rafters and tiles of 
a cowshed, the timber over a sawpit, the thatch of a 
shed in a brickyard, or behind a cottage window-shutter, 
are suitable places of repose for the Barbastelle, in all 
which situations we have met with it, and always alone. 

Mr. Jenyns states that the Barbastelle has been ob- 
tained in Northamptonshire and Cambridgeshire, and its 
occurrence in Sufiblk has been recorded in the ''Zoologist" 
by our friend Professor Newton, and at Easton in Nor- 
folk by J. H. Gurney, Esq., M.P. This individual was 
taken from behind the bark of a pollard willow, a notice 
of which appears in the fifth volume of the " Zoologist," 
In the first volume of the same useful periodical is a 
notice of its occurrence at Epping, by Mr. Doubleday. 
It appears, so far as we can ascertain, never to have been 
met with in the Northern parts of England or Scotland, 
and Dr. Kinahan does not record it in his account of the 
Bats of Ireland. 

As already stated, it inhabits Germany ; it is found 
also in France and Italy, and, according to Baron de 
Selys Longchamps, in Belgium, where, however, it is 
stated to be very rare. We find it included by M. 
Nilsson in his Scandinavian Fauna, by Prof. Brandt, in 
his work on the Mammals of Russia, and by M. Nord- 
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man in the Natural History of M. DemidoflTs Travels in 
Southern Russia and the Crimea. In the latter work it 
is thus noticed : " Tres commun sur toute la cote meri- 
dionale de la Crimea," 

We have examined specimens from Nepaul, which had 
all the characters of European ones, and we are much 
inclined to suspect that the Vespertilio leucomelas of Dr. 
Ruppell is no other than the Barbastelle. 

In its affinities the Barbastelle appears to be more 
intimately allied to Plecotus and the Australian genus 
Nyctophilus than to any others ; but even from these it 
is very distinct, constituting in fact a well-defined genus 
of its own. We have not had the opportunity of mak- 
ing a comparative examination of the American Long- 
eared Bats, which have been placed by some writers in 
the genus Plecotus^ but may remark that in all the speci- 
mens we have seen, the face bears as much resemblance 
to that of Barhastellus as to Plecotus. 

The aspect of this Bat is more remarkable than that 
of any other of our native species, with the exception of 
the two species of Rhinohphus, The muzzle is trun- 
cated, and a groove leads on each side upwards to the 
nostrils : these are placed in a hollow on the upper sur- 
face of the muzzle, which is naked, and extends back to 
the union of the ears. The cheeks are rather tumid, and 
covered with black hair, which forms a sort of moustache. 
The ears are about the length of the head, nearly as 
broad as they are long, and irregularly four-sided ; the 
inner edges are turned back, forming a longitudinal 
groove just within the margin; the outer and superior 
angle prominent, rounded, and turned back ; immediately 
beneath this, on the external margin, is a rather deep 
notch, from which five or six slight transverse folds ex- 
tend about half way across the ear ; the anterior and 
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inner aniges unite immediately behind the muzzle. The 
tragus is more than half the length of the ear, of an 
irregular lanceolate or semicordate form, with a pro- 
tuberance near the outer angle of its base ; the terminal 
third is linear, and the apex rounded. The eyes are 
very small, placed close to the base of the auricle (not 
within it, as generally described), and almost concealed 
by the hair on the cheek. The wings are rather broad, 
the interfemoral membrane full, and furnished with 
about twelve transverse lines. The end of the tail is 
free from the membrane for the length of nearly one 
line. 

The fur is long, soft and bicoloured. In general 
colour it is darker than that of any other British species, 
or indeed than that of any other European species. All 
the upper parts are brownish black, the points of the 
hairs being brownish white ; towards and on the hinder 
parts of the back the hairs are tinged with brown. The 
under parts are similar in colour to the back, but the 
pale tips of the hairs are longer, and less distinct ; on 
the pubal region the hairs are shorter, and wholly of a 
whitish-brown colour, as are also the fine hairs which 
grow on the membranes on each side of the body. The 
face and all of the cutaneous system dusky black. 

The young, when nearly full grown, differ only in 
colour from the adult in having less of the whitish 
colour on the under parts. 

We possess a remarkable and beautiful variety, taken 
at Alcester in Warwickshire, which has the fur of the 
under parts, from root to tip, strongly tinged with pur- 
plish red, or rose colour, which was very conspicuous 
when the animal was fresh, but faded considerably after 
it was preserved. We have seen a perfectly white speci- 
men of this species, and another in which the head and 
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neck were of the ordinary dark colour, the remaining 
part of the body being pure white. In both these speci- 
mens the membranes were nearly white, and the imper- 
fectly ossified condition of the joints of the fingers showed 
that they were young. 
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OBEiaOPTERA. IIIIISOLOPHID.K. 




Ul^dus, Hhmoloplws (Ucoil'.} 

Oenerie Charaiity.^luaaora | * mDlsm ^j. NosLrlls with two foliaceoua 
^>peDdBgei ; the poaUrior oae erect and poiDted pOHtcriorly, the ulterior one 
bone- shoe shaped, and expanded over the top of the noaa. Ears lateral, free; 
tn^B inuiUng. Wing mcmbnuiGii extending oiiljr to the diital extiemit; of 
Uie tibia ; tail short, endoKd in the membrane, 

GREATER HORSE-SHOE BAT. 

Rhinolophua ferrum-equinum. 

Specific Charae fer.—Vialenoi naaa,[ apiwndage laneflolate ; the central oi- 
I jramiDent |iarta of the faolal crest with two anterior pita, divided Terti- 
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'ferming an oioid space, which terminate! postsriorly in a point Aatecior 
auEia of the Borrc'Bhoe unootb, and rather deeply cleft in its centre. 
Vapertilio/trmni-tQiaiiutH, Limn. Ohkl. Most. Linn. Trans, i^. p. 122. 
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Sang. Bnasl, p. lu. 
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The whole of the singular family to which the present 
genus belongs, are distinguished by the existence of a 
cutaneous development upon the nose, which in some is 
simple, in others more or less complicated. In the genus 
Rhinolophus these nasal appendages are complicated, con- 
sisting of a posterior and anterior portion, the former 
of which is erect, hastate, or lanceolate, and placed at the 
base of the forehead ; the latter shaped somewhat like a 
horse-shoe (from whence the various names which have 
been given to these Bats have been derived), bordering 
the upper lip, extending backwards to the posterior leaf, 
and enclosing the nostrils within its arch. 

The use of this very remarkable structure it is per- 
haps difficult to explain. Geoifroy has suggested that it 
may be intended to close the nostrils when they are not 
required to be brought into use ; and he instances some 
analogous modes of closing the orifices of other organs 
of sense. But when the extent and complication of 
these foliaceous structures are considered, and compared 
with the small simple orifice of the nostril, which could 
be more readily and effectually shut by a simple valvular 
thickening of one of its margins, there is so obvious a 
want of relation between the object and the means of 
effecting it, as to render such a supposition wholly un- 
tenable. It is more consistent with probability, however, 
when we consider that the Leaf-nosed or Large-eared 
Bats possess the singular power, to which we have be- 
fore adverted, of threading their way through intricate 
places, without the assistance of eyes, to suppose that 
these singular membranous expansions may be in some 
way instrumental in the performance of these hitherto 
explained movements. That the simple-nosed species, 
having at the same time comparatively thick and leathery 
membranes, do not possess the power alluded to, we 
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fully believe. Mr. BIyth has remarked of Vespertilio 
Nattereri^ that when flying round a room it struck a 
glass case with its wings ; and we have seen the Noctule 
and Pipistrelle, when liberated from a box in a room, 
fly repeatedly against the glass of the window in their 
attempt to escape. A Horse-shoe Bat, on the contrary, 
when turned loose in the same room, and a Pipistrelle 
with it, avoided with perfect ease all sorts of objects, 
and the most careful examination we could make of its 
movements failed to detect so much as a touch of the 
wing, even when flying close to the glass of the window, 
which it appeared to be carefully examining, as if with 
the Pipistrelle it expected a means of escape which it 
failed to discover. When we consider that the glass 
would be equally visible or invisible to the one Bat as 
to the other, the experiment becomes interesting, as it 
tends to confirm those made by Spallanzani and M. de 
Jurine, with perhaps the difierence that the faculty which 
they have ascribed to Bats generally, may be confined 
to such only as are possessed of a high degree of deve- 
lopment of the cutaneous system. 

A very remarkable peculiarity is said to appertain to 
the Bats of the family, which is the existence of a pair 
of supposed inguinal teats, in addition to the pectoral 
pair which belong to the whole order. They have been 
observed by numerous continental authors, and were also 
discovered by Montagu, when searching for certain para- 
sites which infest these animals. Geofiroy is so certain 
of their being true mammary teats, that he at once goes 
into his favourite theory of analogies to account for and 
support this opinion ; and certainly, if his statement be 
correct, this is not the most remarkable instance of a 
deviation from a similar rule, for, says he, '' etant en 
18^ it Marseilles, oil m'y a fait connaitre une femme qui 
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aToit egalement nonrrit ses enfans par one mammelle 
supemumeraire inguinale ! ** Kohl, howerer, who paid 
pardcnlar attention to the subject, declared that these 
supposed inguinal nipples in Bkimobpkms were nothing 
more than cutaneous warts, without the slightest appear- 
ance of mammary glands beneath them. 

The Great Horse-shoe Bat was added to the list of 
European Cheiroptera bj Daubenton, and was first dis- 
coTered as a British species bv the venerable Dr. Latham> 
by whom it was communicated to Pennant, who pub- 
lished it in the fourth edition of his ** British Zoology." 
Dr. Latham's specimen was taken in the saltpetre 
houses belonging to the Dartmouth powder-mills. It 
has since been found in many localities : in Bristol and 
Rochester Cathedrals, in caTems at Clifton, at Col- 
chester, and we have seen examples from the Undercliff, 
Isle of Wight, and from Margate. It appears, however, 
never to have been observed in any of the Northern or 
even Midland counties, and is probably confined in its 
range to the Southern or Western parts of our island. 
Montagu found it in considerable numbers, in company 
with the Smaller Horse-shoe Bat, in the well-known 
cavern near Torquay, called Kent's Hole, a retreat so 
dark and gloomy, that no other species, even of this 
lucifugal family, were found to frequent it. The French 
naturalists equally record the retreat of this species to 
be chosen in the darkest and least accessible caverns, in 
abandoned quarries, and other subterraneous excavations. 

Mr. James Salter has communicated to us in the follow- 
ing note another locality in which this species has been 
found : — 

" 1 caught one of these Bats {Rhinolophus ferrum^ 
equinum) in the 'haunted room' at Tomson Manor 
House, Dorset, Sep. 29, 1865. It was flitting about the 
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room when I went to bed ; the window had been left 
open. It measured the very large size of 14J inches in 
expanse of wing. On the next three nights, which were 
still and calm, I saw numbers of (apparently) the same 
Bats flying around the house among a grove of syca- 
mores. The flight was low, short, and sluggish, both in 
the room and out of doors. I had no opportunity of 
securing a specimen from those outside the house, but I 
am quite satisfied they were the same. Vespertilio Noc- 
tula is the only other large Bat I have seen on Tomson 
Manor. I have often shot this species there in August, 
when they fly high with a bold extended range, quite 
different from the R. Fr.'' 

It is said to feed much upon chafers, of which it eats 
only the body. 

It is probable that this species has a very considerable 
geographical range. In Europe it would appear to be 
pretty generally distributed, though we find that it is not 
included by M. Nilsson in his Scandinavian Fauna; by 
Prof. Brandt, however, it is mentioned as a Russian 
species. From Algeria we have seen a few specimens, 
which were received with numerous examples of R. 
Euryahf to which species the one under notice has 
probably, in respect of numbers, to give way. But it 
is more than probable that the Great Horse-shoe Bat 
occurs in many other localities in Africa, since we have 
examined and identified specimens from the Cape of 
Good Hope, which had been collected and transmitted 
to the Zoological Society by Sir Andrew Smith, and 
were included by Mr. Waterhouse in his Catalogue of 
the mammalia contained in the Museum under the name 
of Kh. Capensis. 

The distinctions between this species and the follow- 
ing will be detailed in the account of the latter. They 
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are not very considerable^ although very constant^ nor, 
excepting in that of size, very obvious on a casual ex- 
amination. 

The head is long, the occiput large and rounded, the 
muzzle very tumid, and furnished with long stiff hairs. 
The mouth opens straight and wide ; the upper incisors 
are extremely small, distant, and early deciduous ; the 
inferior ones are broad at the crown and three-lobed. 
The anterior nasal leaf is horizontal, shaped like a horse- 
shoe, anteriorly emarginate, formed of three concentric 
elevations, the inner one thickened and forming the walls 
of the depression in which the nostrils are situated. 
Between the latter rises a prominent cup-like process, 
somewhat elongated posteriorly, its exposed surface 
being broadest anteriorly, and presenting a deep cup, 
which is divided equally by a vertical septum ; about the 
middle this process is somewhat contracted laterally, 
but it again expands to nearly its former breadth, and 
terminates posteriorly in a short but rather acute point. 
The posterior or frontal leaf is as broad anteriorly as the 
Horse-shoe, but tapers up the forehead to a point, from 
which descends a mesial ridge, which divides before it 
reaches the cup-like process, each fork extending to the 
posterior end of the horse-shoe ; from this ridge spring 
on either side two horizontal septa, thus dividing the 
leaf into six irregularly formed cells. The whole of 
this part of the facial crest is ciliated with stiff hairs. 
The ears are rather large, broad at their base, with the 
apices somewhat pointed, and turned a little outward ; 
the outer margins produced along the sides of the face 
towards the corners of the mouth, and forming in the 
front of each auditory opening a kind of rounded lobe, 
which appears capable of closing the ear ; from their 
outer margin extend about ten or twelve transverse 
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sulci, which reach to the middle of the ear. On their 
hinder surface is a little fine fur, mostly near to the inner 
margin j the cheeks and forehead are well clothed with 
soft fur ; all the membranes are nearly free from hair. 

Colour above, reddish grey ; the fur paler at the root 
than at the tip ; beneath, very pale grey, scarcely paler 
at the root than at the tip ; membranes dusky brown, 
ears and facial crests pale brown. 
Dimensions : — 

Inch, Lines. 
LengUi of tbe hud And body . . 2 t 

„ of the bdl 14 

„ of thehwd . . 11 

,, of the ears Q « 

Breadth of the eus OS 

Length of the tore-arm 2 (I 

„ of the loDgrat llDger ,33 

„ of the tibia lOJ 

„ at the Foot Mid claws . , G^ 
Bipuise of wings 13 

Dentition : — ■ 

I. I ; C. J : F. M. J : M, S = IJ. 
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Rhinolo])bus hipposiderot. 

Sptcific eharacCtr. — PwkriOT niual appendage Luiceolate, withant UUnI 
upansion) at the bue : «uii deeplj idDuouB M tbe out<r ma^u ; tha Liui- 
veno tnlci obsolete. 



„ hipiKnidemi, 
Jtliiinilojihiu biAntltUut, 



Pnit Fcr-A-Ckeval, 



1, $, Omil. Libr. go. 

HonTuii, Linn. Tmns. ix. ]>. 163. 

IlBCHsniir. 

NiTUM. Deotecli. p. IIBI. 

Qboit. Ann. Mob. xx. p. SHU, t. t. Dinii. 

Mamm. p. 13S, >p. IS5. Gut, ZooI. Joon 

ii. p. 100. 
Lbacii, ZooL Vise. iU. p. S, L cui. Puv. 

Brit. Ad. p. 5. Jbntks, Brit. Vert. p. S" 

Bljibidb, Pnun. DoutMli. i. p. S9. 
Hehx. Obwrr. Zool. p. 18. 
Djuekit. BunoN, Hiit. Nat. tiii. p. ISt. 

t. xvii. f, 2. 



This specit-s was long considered as merely a vnrieiy 
of llie GreaUT Horse-slioc Bat. Gmelin givea it as 
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Bucb, quoting the two as the V. FeTTum-equiimm major 
and minor of Schreiber; and although Daubenton was 
well aware of the distinctions between tbein, there is 
nothing in his descriptions which can lead us to suppose 
that be had formed an; more distinct opinion. Montagu 
appears not only to have been the first who discovered 
the Smaller Horse-shoe Bat to be an inhabitant of this 
country, but to have first ascertained that the characters 
iu which they differ from each other are not those of 
mere varieties, but essentially specific; and he named 
the smaller one Vesperlilio mmulus — a name, however, 
which, for obvious reasons, could not be retained. Bech- 
■tein assigned to it a specific appellation, which, though 
DOt the best that miglit have been chosen, as being the 
mere translation into Greek of that of the former spe- 
cies, is now established, and has received the sanction of 
Leach and of all subsequent writers. Geoffroy's names 
of unihattatus and hiluistatua are founded upon error, and, 
as well as that of hijrpocrepis, given to it by Herman, 
were also applied later than those which ate here 
employed. 

This species is found with the former, being similarly 
'fond of the darkest and most concealed places of retire- 
ment. It was first taken by Montagu in Wiltsliire, in 
a hollow over a baker's oven, having entered the place 
through a small fissure'; and afterwards in a dark old 
«hed surrounded by high trees, at Lackham, in the same 
county. He also obtained it with the former species in 
Kent's Hole, an extensive limestone cavern near Tor- 
quay in Devonshire, where it was observed in considera- 
We numbers clinging to the vaulted roof of the interior 
;ipartmentB. Dr. Leach states that " It is a very cautious 
iHtimal; very easily tamed, but fond of concealing it- 
self. It frequents the higher parts of the caverns in 
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which it occurs, and probably flies higher than the pre- 
ceding species." 

It is not rare at Cirencester ; and in Warwickshire it 

has been observed in at least two localities. A single 

example was taken by us in a loft over a smith's forge, 

in the village of Welford ; and we found it on another 

occasion in considerable numbers in the roof of the 

mansion of the Marquis of Hertford, at Ragley, near 

Alcester. Amongst the massive timbers supporting the 

roof of this noble but now neglected residence, once the 

resort of royalty, are many pieces bearing evidences of 

former fittings by the augur and chisel, and in these 

holes a considerable number of the Long-eared Bat were 

found, chiefly in pairs, but although several of the 

Horse-shoe Bats were seen flitting in the deep gloom, 

broken only by an occasional gleam of light through 

some small crevice, and by our lighted candle, yet a 

careful search was for some time unrewarded by the 

discovery of a single individual in its resting-place. A 

great accumulation of excrement around a huge central 

stack of chimneys at length attracted attention, and a 

long stick, thrust upwards in a narrow opening between 

the chimneys, soon dislodged several of these Bats, which 

were caught as they descended, and before they were 

well on the wing, after which pursuit proved useless. 

Some of these examples being at various times liberated 

in a room, exhibited extraordinary powers of flight 

One of them, turned loose with a Pipistrelle, as noticed 

in our history of the Greater Horse-shoe Bat, displayed 

in its search for a means of exit an ability which was 

quite extraordinary. It literally flew into every part of 

the room, and behind and under everything, even under 

a bookcase standing against a wall, although there was 

scarcely a space of three inches between it and the floor. 
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Some bookshelves in a recess especially attracted its 
attentiojij and after examining them diligently, it flew 
into a vacancy occasioned hj the removal of a moderate 
octavo volume, and pgiiin into the open room, without 
having so much as touched anything with the tips of its 
wings. But it was most interesting to observe it when 
11 making an examination oF the window, searching every 
pane over and over, inch by inch, until it might properly 
be said that no portion of the glass remained unexamined. 
While doing this, the wings were kept in a vibratory 
State, the face of the animal being directly in front of 
the glass, and very near to it, as if looking out of win- 
dow. The general manners of the creature when thus 
engaged, conveyed in a slight degree the idea of a Hawk- 
moth, when hovering in front of a flower. From the be- 
haviour of the individual, and its peculiar mode of flight, 
It was dilHcult to repress the idea that it was either 
ftelinff its way about, like a blind person, ox feeling for an 
Opening by which to escape ; but, at (he same liine, its 
■hyness when approached sufficiently testified that its 
organs of sight were by no means inactive. A consider- 
«ble difference was observable in its manner of alighting 
from that of other Bats. Instead of adhering by means 
of its claws against an object, it invariably sought for 
•omething from which it could hang freely suspended. 
The leaf of a table which was let down was often tried, 
but its polished surface not furnishing a suitable hold 
for the claws, was as often relinquished for some fringe 
OTcr a window, from which it would hang suspended by 
one foot for some time, swinging about, and twisting 
Hself round, to watch those who were observing it. 

The existence of this species In Ireland is now proved 
lieyond a doubt, by the observations of several Natural- 
iats in that part of the kingdom. It has been found in 
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Gal way, by Professor King, and iu considerable numbers 
in different parts of county Clare by Mr. Foot ; and Prof. 
Kinahan has communicated an interesting account of this 
amongst other species now ascertained to be indigenous 
to Ireland, in the first part of his Mammalogia Hiber- 
nica.'^ He says that it appears to be the common Bat of 
that part of Clare in which it occurs. 

Specimens which we have examined from various parts 
of Europe have presented no considerable degree of 
variation from British examples, but those from North 
Africa are usually somewhat paler in colour. A single 
specimen in the Paris Museum, which was collected at 
the Cape of Good Hope by M. Jules Verreaux, is, how- 
ever, somewhat larger than any we have seen from this 
country, or indeed from any part of Europe. 

Its great resemblance to the former species renders it 
unnecessary to give a lengthened description of it« The 
nasal appendage is very similar in most of its parts ; the 
erect process between the nostrils is much less cupped at 
the base, and the hood at the top is less prominent ; the 
frontal leaf itself is lanceolate, and of greater relative 
size than in the Ferrum-equinum ; and what may be called 
the outer margin of the horse-shoe, i.e. that part which 
lies upon the upper lip, is less closely applied, and has 
its extreme edge somewhat crenulated. The ears are 
rather more deeply sinuate on the outer margin, and the 
transverse sulci scarcely apparent — a peculiarity which is 
well preserved iu BuiTon's figure — and the lobe is larger 
in proportion. The muzzle is less tumid. The fur is 
equally soft and full ; and the colours are very similar, 
the upper part being a little browner, and the under part 
rather more yellow. 

* Taken from th« ProcMdinfrs of the Natural Hi^^torr Sooietj of Dablin, 
vol. ii. 
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tail . 



BKadth of the SUB 
Lengtli of ths fore-arm . 

« „ loDgeit Goger 

„ „ thumb 

„ „ foarth Gngsr 

„ „ (ibu. 

II „ foot BBd cl&WB 

Bxlcol of the wiugB 



The formula of the teeth is the same as in SMnolopAua 
Ferrum-equinum . 
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mSBCTIVORA. 



ERI.VACEiP.B. 



mm^^^-^ 




Genus, Erinaceus. (Linii.) 

OtHti-k diarnetrr. — Miiidle inciaiYe t«etb very long, BttndinR tomtii ; iIh 
upper ones fylindricnl, »i«irt ; grinders J;} ; Ulterior nppur foremolara tooiml. 
tbe pnMcrior one and tme moUra imiidcd with angular cups ; padcri'T 
molar with onlj one cusp ; raolnra o( ihe towsr jaw willi angoiar cnapE ; boJj 
ooiered with spinos ; tnil roiy uliart. 

HEDGEHOG. URCHIN. 
Erinaceus Europems. 



EddmantctTmateutlerrtMrU, lUt, Bjn. Anlm. Quad, p. 23i. 

frmocmu E\irapaat, LtKli. SjA. Nnl. p. 75. Dmhas. Mninmil. 

p. liT. sp. 229. PI.EH. BriL An. p. '. 

jKKTna, Brit. Vert. p. It). Nnn. aiud. 

Faun. p. P2, 1847. BuB. StngL Dtolak- 

p, 16S. 
,, mr. /I murriiW", Sohmmok, Keiie. Amur — I^nde, p. 100. 

t. iT. 1858, 
Le lUrifm. Uuiflfoii, Hi»l. Kat. VIII. p. 2B, t. ri 

CmnuH Urrhm, Fob, Brit, (Jcml. I. p. 183. 

lltds*kog, 8uw, Oco, ZooL I p. S13, 1 cud. 



Deprived by its structure of all means of attacking 
il8 euemies, of defending itself bj force, or of seeking 
safety in flight, this harmless animal is yet endowed with 
a safeguard more secure and effectual than the teeth and 
claws of the Wild Cat, or the fleetness of the Hare. 
Its close covering of sharp spines, — which are hard with- 
out brittleness, su£Qciently elastic to bear great violence 
without breaking, and fixed with astonishing firmness in 
the tough leathery skin, — forms not only a solid shield 
to protect it from the effect of blows or falls, but a 
shirt of prickly mail sufficiently sharp and annoying to 
deter all but a few thoroughbred Dogs from venturing 
to attack it. Immediately that it is touched, or that it 
sees danger approaching, it rolls itself up into a compact 
round ball, by the contraction of the powerful muscles 
which cover the body immediately under the skin, and 
presents this impenetrable panoply, beset by innumerable 
spines standing out in every direction; the more it is 
irritated or alarmed, the more firmly it contracts, and 
the more strongly and stiffly the spines are set; and its 
appearance at such times did not escape the eye of 

T: ^hakspeare, and was not forgotten when he put the 

IfiDllowing into the mouth of Caliban: — 

' ' Then liks hedgehogs which 
lie tumbling in mj barefoot waj, and moant 
Their pricks at mj (oot-fajl.' 

The strength and elasticity of this covering is such, 
I that we have repeatedly seen a domesticated Hedgehog 
liTUD towards the precipitous wall of an area, and, without 
■liesitation, without a moment's pause of preparation, 
fttbrow itself off, and contracting at the same instant into 
Kft ball, in which condition it reached the ground from a 
Vlieight of twelve or fourteen feet : after a few moments it 
1 would unfold itself and run off unhurt. 
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The assertion of Pliny, followed by his numerous pla- 
giaristSy and amongst them by the greatest of all, BuffoOi 
that the means of defence just described are aided by 
another of a very different character-^the expulsion of 
its urine, namely, in such a manner that it spreads itself 
over the whole surface of the skin, and by its odour dis* 
gusts and repulses its assailants, — is wholly unsupported 
by later observation, and is doubtless a mere invention. 
^lian, indeed, mentions the same fact, but with refe- 
rence to a different object : ** As soon as a Hedgehog is 
captured,** says he, '* he sprinkles his body with urine, 
and renders useless a part which is in itself so useful ; '* 
alluding to the use made by the Romans of the prickly 
skin of the Hedgehog in hackling hemp for the weaving 
of cloth. 

However effectual this defensive armour may be in 
most cases, it now and then happens that a well-trained 
and thoroughbred wire-haired Terrier is found hardy 
and bold and active enough to ** open " a Hedgehog, at 
the expense of a bloody nose and sorely pricked paws. 
This, however, is rare ; and it may be safely asserted 
that scarcely any animal is so admirably provided with 
means of self-preservation, which the absence of the 
usual methods of escape or of resistance render so 
necessary.* 

The food of the Hedgehog is very various : it is, how- 
ever, certain that it lives by preference upon animal food, 
though it will readily eat many vegetable substances. 
Its usual aliment is insects, particularly beetles, worms, 

* I beg to refer the reader to iElian, lib. vi. cap. Ixir. for a cnrioot atoiy 
of the method which the Fox is said to employ to force the Hedgehog to open. 
Oar Eoglish Foxes appear, as far as we can ascertain, to have no particular 
liking for the Hedgehog while alive, but there is good reason for believiag 
that they will feed readily upon these animals when dead, and even wfaes 
qaite putrid. 
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slugs, and snails ; but it goes higher in the scale of gastro- 
nomic enjoyment^ devouring frogs, toads, mice, and even 
snakes. The mode in which it attacks the latter animals 
is given in a manner worthy of the good old historian of 
Selborne himself, in a communication by Mr. Broderip, 
in the first volume of the Zoological Journal. The experi- 
ment was made by Professor Buckland, and is thus de- 
taUed : — *' Having occasion to suspect that Hedgehogs, 
occasionally at least, preyed on snakes, the professor pro- 
cured a common snake, and also a Hedgehog, and put 
them into a box together. Whether or not the former 
recognized its enemy was not apparent ; it did not dart 
from the Hedgehog, but kept creeping gently round the 
box ; the Hedgehog was rolled up, and did not appear to 
see the snake. The professor then laid the Hedgehog on 
the snake, with that part of the ball where the head and 
tail meet downwards, and touching it. The snake pro- 
ceeded to crawl ; the Hedgehog started, opened slightly, 
and seeing what was under it, gave the snake a hard bite, 
and instantly rolled itself up again. It soon opened a 
second, and again a third time, repeating the bite ; and 
by the third bite the back of the snake was broken. 
This done, the Hedgehog stood by the snake's side, and 
passed the whole body of the snake successively through 
its jaws, cracking it, and breaking the bones at intervals 
of half an inch or more ; by which operation the snake 
was rendered motionless. The Hedgehog then placed 
itself at the tip of the snake's tail, and began to eat up- 
wards, as one would eat a radish, without intermission, 
but slowly, till half the snake was devoured. The fol- 
lowing morning the remaining half was also completely 
eaten up." 

The fondness of the Hedgehog for insects occasions it 
to be kept in many houses in London for the purpose of 

P 
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ridding the kitchens of the innamerable hosts of cock- 
roaches by which thev are infested,^ and also renders it 
useful rather than noxious to the gardener and the 
farmer. Sir William Jardine, howeTer, mentions their 
fondness for eggs, and states that they do considerable 
mischief by destroying game in the breeding season^ and 
that they will even enter a hen-house, and turning the 
hen oiF her nest, proceed to devour the eggs. 

This statement of their partiality for eggs is fuUy^bome 
out by gamekeepers, who catch many Hedgehogs in 
steel traps baited with bens* eggs. We can from actual 
experience affirm this to be correct, and moreorer, that 
traps baited with the entrails of rabbits, or indeed with 
any other animal matter, will take many Hedgehogs, as 
well as other vermin, for as vermin these creatures are 
generally r^arded. But the Hedgehog is not wholly 
undeserving of the charge of attacking young game, as 
the following statement, for the accuracy of which we 
are ourselves responsible, will sufficiently illustrate. 
Hearing the cries of a young hare in a field of wheat 
near Welford-on-Avon, we hastened, gun in hand, to the 
spot. The wheat was about the height of the knee, and 
too thick to allow of a sight of what was going on 
without a very near approach, and as the presence of a 
Stoat or Weasel was suspected, a shot was directed to 
where the wheat was seen moving. Rushing to the spot, 
we found, instead of Stoat or Weasel, a Hedgehog and a 
Hare about the size of a Rat. As due allowance had 
not been made for the height of the wheat, it was found 
on examination that the whole of the charge had passed 
over both the creatures, and they were unhurt, excepting 

* We bare seeD a Hedgehog in a London kitchen push its waj beneath a picee 
of carpet in all directions, and heard it at intervals cnuhing op the oock- 
roarhes which it met with. In a short time it freed the place of tbeae pe«li> 
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that the hinder extremities of the Hare were paralyzed, 
which more careful observation proved to have resulted 
from a bite across the loins, where the fur was wet with 
saliva. The Hedgehog had rolled itself up at the report 
of the gun, and was found lying a few inches only from 
its victim, which would doubtless have been speedily 
killed and devoured. This carnivorous propen^iity of 
the Hedgehog is strikingly shown by the following 
passage in a communication by Major Spicer to the 
Zoologist (vol. xvi.) : — " A friend of mine was one 
day passing under a rookery, and was attracted by a 
young rook on the ground, having fallen from its nest 
before it could fly, which was making a great noise, 
squalling most lustily, and on reaching the spot he found 
that a Hedgehog had got hold of him, having seized him 
by the back, and was mouthing and worrying him, and 
would no doubt soon have finished him had not my friend 
rescued him and destroyed the Hedgehog.** 

We have also had frequent opportunities of confirming 
what we have already advanced respecting the habit of 
the Hedgehog of feeding upon worms and moUusca. 
Large earthworms are taken and eaten in the dewy 
summer evenings when out of their holes, the animal 
commencing at one end and turning the worm from side 
to side of the mouth. The operation is a slow one, and 
appears to be performed wholly by the molar teeth. Al- 
though snails would seem to be a very probable food, 
and have been already mentioned as such, it may not be 
uninteresting to state, that in examining the contents of 
the stomachy we have never detected evidences of the 
shells of the larger species, although numerous fragments 
of the minute and thin-shelled Helices, such as Zonites 
and Vitriruif have been present. The small slug, lAmax 
apreiiiiy is a favourite morsel with the Hedgehog, and is 

P2 
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often scratched out and eaten in the summer months 
when concealed in the day in crevices, or amongst the 
roots of grass or other close herbage. 

That the Hedgehog, therefore, is no less an animal- 
feeder in fact, than related to the insectivoroua g^up by 
its ssoological characters, is thus sufficiently proved; but, 
as in many other cases, it is not so exclusively restricted 
to one description of food, as to be at all inconvenienced 
when obliged by circumstances to resort to a diflferent 
one. Thus it will not only feed readily on soaked bread 
or dressed vegetables when in a state of confinement, bat 
in a more natural and free condition, it is said, when 
turning up the ground, probably in searcb of vrorms, to 
eat the n>ots of grass or other plants ; and in a garden 
to eat the ripe fruit which falls from the trees. ^ The 
nmnner in which they eat the roots of the plantain in my 
ganlen,** says White, •* is very curious : with their upper 
n^Audiblo, which is much longer than their lower, they 
bore under the plant, and so eat the root off upwards, 
ItHwing the tuft of leaves untouched.*' 

There i» an ancient prejudice still prevailing amongat 
the eommou {HH^ple throughout this country, that it 
suekii the eows during the night, thus disappointing the 
niilknmid of the ex|HH:ted repletion of her morning paiL 
Thi»« however* is about as well-founded an accusation at 
that of riiuy, exaggerated as it is by Sperling, who as- 
nui't^ \iii that it ascends trees, knocks off the apples and 
pears» and thrv>wing itself down upon them that they 
niav »tiek to it» spines, trots off with the prise! ^lian 
i;ive« \u the same story, substituting figs for apples^ and 
omitting the cUmbing power of the animal.* 

* \% u Uu u» «UI^ th«l ifet«r« %vNHir» ta tk« So«.\k>p«« for 1$5S; pw 4151, a 
\V«« iMkU r«4*iMiK« t^t ^"M «tik )Mc4 MB*ri^« ik«l tlMy 
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Tt is easily rendered familiar, and will soon partake, 
without fear, of the food of the other domestic pets, the 
Dog or Cat, eating at the same time with them, and from 
the same dish. A friend of ours has one which will un- 
fold and lie on his knees before the fire, suffering hira to 
rub the naked parts of the face, from which it appears to 
derive great pleasure. 

Id its natural state it la, properly speaking, nocturnal, 
remaining coiled up in its retreat during the day, and 
running about all the night In search of food j but it 
may be occasionally seen during the day searching for 
food, perhaps driven by the demands of its young to be 
abroad at an unusual hour. Its run is quick and shuf- 
fling, and, as it were, by starts, but is not continued to 
any considerable distance at once. 

The hibernation of the Hedgehog is, perhaps, as com- 
plete as that of any animal inhabiting this country ; and 
much more ao than that of many of the Bodenlia, which 
retire, indeed, to winter retreats, but awaken at intervals, 
to eat of their treasured hoard of nuts or grain, when 
called into temporary life by a day of unwonted mild- 
ness. The Hedgehog, on the contrary, lays up no store 
for the winter, but retires to its warm, soft nest of moss 
and leaves, and, rolling itself up into a compact ball, 
passes the dreary season in a state of dreamless slumber, 
undisturbed by the violence of the tempest, and only 
rendered still more profoundly torpid by the bitterest 
frost. Its usual retreats are in the hollows of trees 
which are decayed at the bottom of the trunk ; under- 
neath its base, where the earth has been washed away 
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from under the huge naked roots ; in holes of rocks ; on 
a dry bank in the bottom of a hedge-row ; or under the 
brushwood in a coppice or wood. We have seen their 
nests often in the latter situation, and composed entirely 
of withered leaves, the inner ones being perforated by 
the creature's spines, so that when removed from the neat 
it was yet enveloped by leaves. Withered leaves appear 
to be the best material for the nest, and are generally 
chosen as they are singularly effective in keeping out the 
wet. We have always failed to discover the place at 
which the animal has entered this retreat, the entrance 
being most carefully closed behind it. 

The female produces from two to four young ones 
early in the summer, though the difference in their tiae 
in the autumn, when they are often found by sporting 
dogs, would seem to point out a somewhat variable period 
of birth. At birth they are blind, and covered with 
nascent spines, which are white, soft, and flexible at first, 
but become hard in the course of a day or two. " At 
this age," says Gilbert White, " they have little hanging 
ears. . . . They can in part draw their skin down 
over their faces, but are not able to contract themselves 
into a ball." A fact observed also by Mr. Bennett, and 
recorded in his valuable edition of the History of Sel- 
borne. The nest is formed with considerable art ; and the 
roof, even where there is no other covering, is capable of 
throwing off the rain, and preserving the interior entirely 
dry. Buffon relates that he has repeatedly placed the 
mother with the young in a place of confinement; but that, 
instead of suckling them, she invariably killed and de- 
voured them, notwithstanding she was provided with 
plenty of food. The same naturalist has a sufficiently 
absurd story respecting the breeding of these animals, 
which, as well as many other fables, he has copied impli- 
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citly from the credulous Pliny, who, however, received it 
from no less an authority than Aristotle himself. By 
the eloquence of his diction, and his great popularity, 
Buffon has been the means of perpetuating this, with 
innumerable other errors. We refer the reader to 
Pliny's account,* and leave the matter with this simple 
caution, that the notion is as unfounded as it is ridicu- 
lous. The whole account of the Hedgehog^ as given by 
the celebrated French naturalist above named, with the 
exception of a few facts which occurred within his own 
observation, — and they are very few, — is, in truth, little 
more than a mere translation of the statements of ^lian 
and Pliny^ polished and ornamented indeed in style, 
but very little improved in correctness or extent of 
information. 

The flesh of tliis animal is eaten in some parts of the 
Continent, and occasionally by the rustics in the middle 
parts of England, and there are very contradictory ac« 
counts of its degree of excellence ; some considering it 
excellent food, and others, on the contrary, declaring it 
to be ill-flavoured and rank. We have seen a roasted 
Hedgehog, and observed that the fat retained the consis- 
tency of oil, even when cold. 

The voice of the Hedgehog is not often heard, but it 
is an odd sort of sound between a grunt and a low piping 
squeak; and Shakspeare, who has shown us by more 
than one allusion how much he knew of the habits of so 
obscure a creature as the Mole, has given us proof that 
he, too, was well acquainted with the voice of the Hedge- 
hog. We refer to the following in one of the witch 
scenes in Macbeth: — 

"Thrice and onoe Uie Hedge-pig whiiCdy 

There has existed in France, for a long period, an 

♦ FKn. Hist. Nal Ub. VIII. c xxxrii. 
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opinion that there are two species of Hedgehog indi* 
genous to that country, one of which is said to have the 
snout of a Hog, the other the muzzle of a Dog. Per- 
raulty who has given the only existing figure of the latter 
form, appears to have held this opinion, and to have sup 
ported it, at least to his own satisfaction, by dissections. 
Ray declares that one of them certainly does not exist 
in England, and seems to doubt its reality. Daubenton 
also states that he examined two males, said by the 
country people to belong to the two sorts above named ; 
and that, although he found considerable diversity in the 
dimensions of the various parts, as well as in the size 
and weight of the individuals, he comes to the conclusion 
that these distinctions constitute them varieties only of 
the same species. 

The Hedgehog has not hitherto, so 'far as we know, 
been met with in Ireland, and in Scotland appears to be 
confined to the middle and southern parts, and to be 
absent in the islands* It is generally distributed in 
Europe, and a variety, called by Dr. Schrenck jtmuremis, 
has been met with by him in the vicinity of the Amoor 
river. 

The body of this animal is oblong, regularly convex 
above ; the head very conical ; the ears short, broad, and 
rounded ; the eyes prominent. The teeth are thirty-six 
in number. The central incisive teeth in the upper jaw 
are long and robust, separated to a great extent above, 
slightly approximating towards the points, at which part, 
however, they are still distant ; the second and third on 
each side are small, particularly the second, and conical, 
resembling false molars. There is a small space between 
the third incisor and the next tooth, where falls the 
suture of the maxillary and intermaxillary bones : this 
tooth, in the opinion of M. Frederic Cuvier, is a fidse 
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molar, though Desmarest and others consider it a canine, — 
a class of teeth which, according to the former celebrated 
zoologist, is absolutely wanting in this genus. It resem- 
bles a false molar in having two roots. There are three 
other false molars, the first two smaller than the former, 
and the last having somewhat the form of the true 
molars, but with the anterior outer cusp very large, 
somewhat like the camassial tooth in the Carnivora. The 
first two true molars are large, nearly quadrate, and 
furnished with strong acute tubercles ; the first of these 
is the largest ; the last molar is a small tooth, placed 
obliquely, and having in some measure a cutting edge. 
In the lower jaw the central incisive teeth stand nearly 
forwards, and much resemble those of the upper jaw. 
The three following teeth are considered by M. Frederic 
Cuvier as false molars : if this be correct, there are but 
two incisive teeth in the lower jaw. The two anterior 
of these so-called false molars stand forwards, and are 
very similar to the lateral incisive teeth of the upper 
jaw; the third is also oblique, but more nearly approaches 
a perpendicular position. Following these anomalous 
small teeth, is a prominent tooth of greater size, and 
separated from them by an interval, nearly vertical in 
position, but oblique in form, and with two principal 
cusps, and an inner rudimentary one. There is nothing 
anomalous about either the form or position of this 
tooth ; it is clearly the last pre-molar, and to it succeed 
the three true molars, — the first being the largest, with 
five well-marked cusps ; the second smaller, with four 
sharp cusps, and an anterior rudimentary one ; and the 
third altogether small, with one pointed inner posterior 
cusp, and two other rudimentary ones. 

The neck is short. The whole body is covered above 
and at the sides with numerous sharp, hard, round spines. 
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attenuated at each extremity, about an inch in lengtli, 
arranged as it were in groupsj generally diverging in all 
directions, but capable of being arranged with some de- 
gree of regularity. Tlieir colour la a dirty white, with a 
brown or blackish ring rather above the middle. Legs 
very low, so as to allow the belly nearly to touch the 
ground when the animal is running. Snout, forehead, 
sides of the head, sides, and under part of the tail, throat, 
breast, and legs, covered with hard brittle hair of & yel- 
lowish white colour. 

Dimensions, taken from a specimen which, its teclli 
being somewhat worn, is evidently adult : — 

LL-ngth of tliv licail ami body loo 
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convex above, grooved beneath, taper at the extremities 
(at which part they approximate to each other), and each 
is furnished with a long acute nail, which is rendered 
strong by having the terminal phalange (which enters 
into and supports the nail) cleft longitudinally at its 
point. Into this furrow in the bone a corresponding rib 
of horn, on the inside of the nail, passes, thus making 
the nail of more than usual thickness and strength. The 
palms are directed outwards; the hand is only suscep- 
tible of being partially closed, which is eflfected by the 
inclination of the terminal joint alone. When thus 
bent, the hand is formed of two portions ; the one con- 
sisting of the palm turned outwards, and the other formed 
of the terminal joint of the fingers, the direction of 
which is backwards, — a structure which at once explains 
the manner in which the earth and the smaller fibres of 
roots which are intermixed with it are, as it were, hoed 
away, and thrown directly backwards behind the animal. 
When at work, the tail is either carried erect or laid 
along the back. 

But the Mole is not always employed in digging its 
weary and laborious way through the solid earth : it runs 
along its subterranean galleries and passages, and some- 
times also on the surface of the ground, with considerable 
rapidity. This requires a very difierent construction of 
the feet from that which has been just described. It is, 
in fact, principally by means of the hinder feet, which 
are truly plantigrade, that the act of running or walking 
is effected. These are either placed under the belly or at 
the sides, as they press cither against the inferior or 
lateral walls of the passage, and thus act as in other 
instances of plantigrade progression. The hands, how- 
ever, are not without their use in this action, in which 
they are employed in their bent position, the extremities 
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of the fingers acting either on the floor or bides of the 
passages. 

Another very important organ in the peculiar mode of 
life to which the Mole is subjected, is the elongated 
muzzle. This part projects considerably beyond the 
maxillary bones, and consists of the cartilages of the 
nose, perforated by the nostrils, which are perfectly 




cylindrical tubes, elastic, flexible, and strengthened by a 
little bone at the extremity. This curious organ appears, 
from the observations of Geoffrey St. Hilaire, to be em- 
ployed in two very different offices; — as a true organ of 
prehension, for seizing and bringing to the mouth its 
food and other matters ; and as a boring instrument for 
perforating the earth, and thus acting in conjunction 
with the hands in the process of excavation. But 
whilst the external appendages to the organ of smell are 
thus beautifully developed for purposes remote from its 
primary object, the sense itself and its more immediate 
seat are found to occupy a very prominent place in the 
sentient organization of the animal. The sense of sight, 
important to most others, would in the present case 
I be useless, at least during by far the greater portion of 
[ its existence ; and hence we find that it is reduced to its 
niumm of development, and siieriCced, as it were, to 
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the necessary pre-eminence of that of smelling. There 
can, indeed, be no doubt that to the latter sense the 
Mole is indebted for the perception of its food, of its 
enemies, and of its mate ; at the same time it appears to 
be much assisted by that of hearing, which, without the 
usual aids of an external conch, is certainly very acute. 
Shakspeare was not unmindful of this fact : 

''Pray you, tread softly, that the blind Mole may not 
Hear a foot-faU ! '* 

This is not perhaps the proper place to enter into an 
anatomical discussion to decide the long-contested and 
interesting question, whether the Mole possesses true 
vision or not. The actual existence of a visual organ, 
though in an imperfect state of development, is well 
known ; and the open condition of the eyelids, in the 
common species at least, would lead to the conclusion 
that this sense is not absolutely wanting to it. But the 
following experiment, instituted by Le Court, witnessed 
and recorded by Geoffroy St. Hilaire, appears to set the 
question at rest. It was made for the purpose of satis- 
fying the doubts of this celebrated physiologist, and was 
conducted in the following manner : — A disused water- 
pipe or gutter was selected, in which were two openings, 
one forming the entrance, the other the exit. Into this 
tube several Moles were successively introduced, Le 
Court and his companion watching at the opposite open- 
ing. Whilst they remained perfectly motionless, the 
Mole quickly traversed the pipe and escaped ; but if, on 
making its appearance at the opening, a finger were but 
raised, it was sufiicient to check its progress, and to occa- 
sion its precipitate retreat. This was repeatedly tried, 
and with the same invariable result. 

But, it may be asked, if the Mole be really possessed 
of vision, how can we reconcile to this fact the decided 
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declaration of so acute and accurate an observer as 
Aristotle, that it is absolute!)' blind ? It is not impro- 
bable that the solution of this diOiculty rests in the 
existence, now welt ascertained, of a second species of 
Mole, indigenous, like the present^ to the south of 
Europe, the eyelids of which are totally closed, whilst 
those of the common one are so far separated as to allow 
the entrance of light; and it may be supposed that the 
former was the one which usually fell under the observa- 
tion of that extraordinary inau. To this second species 
I shall have occasion to revert. 

The organization which I have thus slightly sketched 
is destined to the fulfilment of instincts the most interest, 
ing and curious. Every one is aware of the fact that the 
Mole burrows for its food, that its nest is formed under 
ground, that a larger hillock than the rest is raised for the 
reception of its young; but it is not so generally known 
that its subterranean excavations are of the most distinct 
and determinate character — that there are permanent pas- 
nges or high roads for its ordinary travels from one part 
of its domain to another ; that into these roads open the 
excavations in which it follows its daily labour in search 
of food; that its fortress — the house in which it resides 
from the autumn to the spring — is a complex and most 
ingenious structure, and that this domicile is always a 
distinct and even remote building from that in which the 
nest is formed. For these and many other interesting 
particulars in the life and habits of the Mole, we are 
principally indebted to the researches of Henri le Court, 
j B person who, having held a lucrative situation about the 
I court at the epoch of the French revolution, retired from 
the horrors of that fearful period into the country, and 
I tbere devoted the remainder of his life to the study of 
the habits of the Mole, and of the most efficient means 
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for its extirpation. His discoveries have been recorded 
by M. Cadet de Vaux, in a work published in the year 
1803, and more briefly by CreofEroy St. Hilaire, ia hii 
" Cours d^Histoire Naturelle det Matmnifh-ea." Thia 
distinguislied naturalist indeed visited Le Court for the 
purpose of ascertaining the truth and extent of these 
discoveries, and of enjoying the facility with which he 
was enabled by long habit to trace and to demonstrate 
the various labours of this object of bis incessant 
research. 







The district or domain to which an individual Mole con- 
finos hiinseir may be termed its encampment. Within its 
limits, or at least in immediate communication with this 
district, all the labours of the animal axe pursued. It 
consists of the habitation or fortress, from which extends 
the high road by which the animal reaches the opposite 
extremity of the encampmentj and of various galleries or 
excavations opening into this road, which It is cootiuualljr 
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extending in search of food, and which constitute, in 
fact, ita hunting-ground. The fortress is formed under 
a large hillock, which is always raised in a situation of 
safety and protection ; either under a bank, against the 
foundation of a wall, at the root of a tree, or in some 
similar locality. The earth, of which the dome covering 
this curious habitation ia composed, is rendered exceed- 
ingly strong and solid, by being pressed and beaten by 
the Mole in forming it. It contains a circular gallery 
wiihin the base, which communicates with a smaller one 
above by five nearly equidistant passages ; and the 
domicile or chamber is placed within the lower and be- 
neath the upper circular gallery, to which last it 1ms access 
by three simitar passages. From the chamber extends 
another road, the direction of which is at first down- 
wards for several inches ; it then rises again to open 
into the high road of the encampment. From the ex- 
ternal circular gallery open about nine other passages, 
the orifices of which are never formed opposite to those 
which connect the outer with the inner and upper 
gallery : these extend to a greater or less distance, and, 
according to De Vaux, return, each taking an irregular 
Bemicircular route, and opening into the high road at 
various distances from the fortress. Such is a very hasty 
description of this most singular structure ; and nothing 
surely can be imagined more admirably calculated to 
ensure the security or the retreat of the inhabiLint, than 
Buch an arrangement of internal routes of communica- 
tion as this. The chamber communicating beneath 
directly witli the road, and above with the upper gallery, 
— this with the lower by five passages, and the latter 
again with the road by no less than nine, — exhibit 
Altogether a complication of architecture which may 
rival the more celebrated erections of the Beaver. 
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Another very important part of the encampment is 
the high road^ which has been termed by the Continental 
naturalists ** the passage '* — a name which affords no 
distinctive idea of its nature or use. It differs essentially 
from all the other routes and excavations, both in its 
construction and use. It extends from the fortress to 
the extremity of the domain in nearly a direct line, 
forming in fact the main route of communication between 
the fortress and the different parts of the encampment ; 
and the alleys which lead to the hunting-ground, or 
quarries, open into it on each side. Its circumference 
is larger than the body of the Mole, though not large 
enough to admit of two individuals passing each other. 
The walls are beaten by the frequent pressure of the 
animal's sides against them, until they become very 
smooth and compact: in fact, this road is principally 
formed by the compression of the earth which surrounds 
it, rather than by actual excavation; and hence the 
infrequency of mole-hills over it, compared with the 
number which are observed in connection with the alleys 
and the quarries, in forming which the earth is removed 
out of the way by being thrown up on the surface. In 
some instances the same Mole forms a second and even a 
third road ; but this is generally done in order to extend 
its operations to a new and more productive district. 
In other cases^ many Moles are known to employ 
one road, though they never intrude upon each 
other's hunting-ground : in this case, should two of 
them meet, one must retreat into the nearest 
alley, or a battle ensues, which proves fatal to the 
weaker of the combatants. The road is formed 
at a greater or less depth from the surface, according 
to the nature of the soil, the danger of injury from 
superincumbent pressure, and other circumstances. 
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Thus, in safe situations, where there is nothing to 
disturb or threaten the security of its roof, it will be 
found at a depth of about four or five inches; whilst 
in other places, as under a road or beneath a stream, the 
earth is left not less than a foot or a foot and a half 
deep above it. 

As it is only by the high road that the Mole can visit 
the different quarries or hunting-grounds of its domain, 
it is traversed regularly several limes in the course of the 
day ; hence it is only in this route that it con with any 
certainty be taken, and the traps are therefore always 
placed in its course by skilful Mole -catchers, so as to 
intercept the animal in its journey between the fortress 
and that alley which may happen at the time to be the 
scat of its labours. 

The swiftness with which the Mole will traverse its 
domain by means of this principal road, was made the 
subject of an amusing and satisfactory experiment by 
Le Court. Having ascertained the exact direction of 
the road, and finding that the Mole was engaged in 
exploring for its food the ground at the farthest ex- 
tremity from the fortress, he placed along its course, at 
certain distances, several pieces of straw, one extremity 
of which penetrated within the passage, and to the other 
end was fixed a little flag of paper. He also introduced 
into the passage near the end a horn, with the mouth- 
piece standing out of the ground. Then waiting till lie 
was sure of the Mole's presence at that part of the road, 
he blew into the horn, to use the words of Geoffroy^ 
" un cri effroyahle;" when, in a moment, the little flags 
were successively thrown off, as the Moie, in its rapid 
course towards its fortress, came in contact with the 
interior extremities of the straws; and the spectators 
of tliis neat and demonstrative experiment alHrm that 
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the speed of the frightened Mole was equal to that of a 
horse at full trot. 

The alleys or galleries are opened from the sides of the 
roady and generally incline a little downwards from their 
origin towards their termination. We have already stated 
that the Mole forms the alleys hy the expulsion of the 
earth ; whilst the passage, or high road, is formed prin- 
cipally by its consolidation. When an alley is opened, 
if a plentiful supply of food be found, the Mole proceeds 
to form various ramifications from its extremity, throwing 
up fresh molehills as it advances in its search after its 
prey ; but if the situation prove but sterile, another 
alley is opened at a different part of the road. These 
excavations are more or less deep, according to the 
nature of the soil and the degree of humidity, — circum- 
stances which regulate the situation in which the earth- 
worms most abound. In forming its runs, or excavating 
its quarries^ it pushes the loosened earth before it till it 
arrives at the last-formed hillock or mole-hill ; and when 
this becomes too distant, it makes its way to the surface 
through the solid earth, forming a new shaft, over which 
another hillock is gradually made by the successive por- 
tions of earth which are brought from the scene of its 
mining operations. 

But the labours of the Mole are not confined to the 
excavations already mentioned. In lands newly sown 
in summer with barley or turnips^ the surface of which 
is consequently light and yielding, after moderate rain, 
which has brought the earth-worms to the surface, the 
Mole follows them^ and pursues its chase along the 
superficial layer of the soil, digging a shallow continuous 
trench, in which work it advances with great rapidity. 
This is done by merely forcing its way through the light 
soil, and thus lifting it up; and Mole-catchers take 
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advantage of these times to steal softly upon tliem, and 
throw them out of the ground with their paddle. But 
great quickness is necessary in doing this, for the Mole 
will bury itself again so rapidly as often to escape, even 
when fairly thrown on to the surface. We have on more 
than one occasion seen a Mole making so shallow a run, 
that the fine soil has fallen away on euch side, leaving 
the creature's hack exposed to view. It is said that 
the gravid female, to whom the usual excavations in the 
suhterranean alleys would be too laborious, limits herself 
principally to this lighter toil. 

This description of the diiferent methods in which the 
animal secksjts food, leads to the consideration of the 
nature of the food itself. It has been asserted, even by 
Le Court, as well as by many other writers, that it con- 
sists not only of earth-worms, insects, and other animal 
matters, but, in a considerable degree, of many vegetable 
substances, — particularly of the roots of the artichoke, 
of turnips, potatoes, carrots, and the young tender 
fibres of the roots of trees. The truth, however, appears 
to be, that it is exclusively, or nearly so, an animal 
feeder. The experiments of M. Flourens, as recorded 
by Geoi&oy St. Hilaire, are conclusive on this point; 
and their results are too interesting to be omitted here. 
It must be premised that the appetites of the Mole, of 
whatever kind, are extreme in their degree. The Mole, 
says the latter distinguished naturalist, docs not exhibit 
the appetite of hunger as we find it in other animals; 
it amounts in it to a degree of frenzy. The animal, 
vhen under its influence, is violently agitated : it throws 
itself on its prey as if maddened with rage ; its gluttony 
disorders all its faculties, and nothing seems to stand in 
^e way of its intense voracity. This picture certainly 
exhibits none of the characters of a vegetable, or even 
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of a mixed feeder ; and M. Flourens accordingly found 
that Moles perished with hunger when supplied with a 
quantity of various vegetable substances, such as carrots, 
turnips, and different kinds of herbs. It is true that 
vegetable matters are occasionally found in the stomach ; 
but this no more proves them to be vegetable feeders 
than the accidental reception into the stomach of some 
particles of sawdust by a captive Lion, who has had his 
food thrown to him on a floor covered by that substance, 
would indicate that the Lion is a feeder on sawdust 
The cases are exactly parallel. The Moles gnaw the 
roots of plants for the purpose of extracting from them 
such larvae and worms as feed upon them ; they likewise 
seize upon earth-worms which are entwined amongst the 
masses of fibrous roots and earth which constitute the 
superficial layer of grass-lands ; and in each case por- 
tions of the roots and of the soil itself would be swal- 
lowed with its actual food. 

The principal object of its search, however, is the 
earth-worm. In pursuit of this its favourite food, it 
occasionally follows it towards the surface with such 
eagerness, that it actually throws itself out of its burrow 
upon the ground. It has been stated that the Mole will 
not eat the larvse of the scarabaidtB, and other coleop- 
terous insects that live under the ground ; but this is 
certainly a mistake, as these larvse have been found in 
their stomach. It is not, however, to these and similar 
kinds of food that the Mole is necessarily restricted : a 
mouse or a bird, a lizard or a frog, if placed within its 
reach, becomes a speedy victim to its voracity. Toads, 
however, it rejects, even when famishing with hunger; 
probably on account of the acrid secretion of the skin, 
first noticed by Dr. Davy. Geoffiroy gives a curious 
picture of the manner in which it will approach, seixe. 
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and devour a small bird ; exhibiting, in the first place, a 
considerable exercise of stratagem to get within reach of 
its victim, and changing on an instant this mode of ap- 
proach for the most sudden and impetuous attack ; 
seizing the hapless bird by the belly, tearing it open, 
and thrusting its muzzle amongst the entrails, where it 
appears to luxuriate on its bloody repast. Even the 
weaker of its own species, under particular circumstances, 
are not exempted from this promiscuous ferocity ; for 
if two Moles be placed together in a box, without a 
very plentiful supply of food, the weaker certainly falls 
a prey to the stronger. No thoroughbred Bulldog 
keeps a firmer hold of the object of its attack than the 
Mole. Mr. Jackson, a very intelligent mole-catcher, says 
that, when a boy, his hand was so severely and firmly 
laid hold of by one^ that he was obliged to use his teeth 
in order to loosen its hold. 

It is not only in the warm and temperate seasons of 
the year, when the food of the Mole is of comparatively 
easy access and exists in great plenty, that its labours 
are steadily and regularly followed ; in the winter, when 
the frost has penetrated deeply into the soil, and the 
ordinary hunting-grounds are rendered useless and im- 
practicable, it descends to a considerable depth by a 
perpendicular shaft, till it arrives at the part to which 
the earth-worms have been driven by the cold. Here 
its labours must be even more toilsome and less produc- 
tive than ordinary ; but the voracity of this indefatiga- 
ble gourmand must still be appeased ; and as it lays up 
no store for the winter, and cannot fast with impunity 
for more than a few hours, it may well be imagined how 
incessantly and laboriously it must work in such a sea* 
son, and at so great a depth, to obtain a sufiicient supply 
of worms to satisfy its insatiable craving. This rage of 
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hunger alternates with the most profound repose, which 
the animal enjoys either within its fortress, during the 
season in which that domicile is occupied, or in a simple 
mole-hill, devoted to this purpose, during the summer. 
Its bed is formed of various vegetable matters, such as 
grass, leaves, or similar soft substances. It sleeps for 
about four or six hours at a time in warm weather, and 
principally during the day ; its usual working time being 
very early in the morning and at night. 

In the spring, the Mole leaves the fortress, and docs 
not return to this shelter until the autumn, when it does 
not generally re-occupy the same edifice, but constructs 
another ; leaving the old one to the occupation of the 
Field Mouse, or other small animal of similar habits. 
During the month of June, or longer, it is in the habit 
of leaving its runs, and wandering during great part of 
the night on the surface of the land, in search of its 
food. Our late lamented friend Mr. Yarrell mentions 
having now and then, when shooting, surprised a Mole 
above ground, which his pointers have stood at as if it 
were fair game. 

In addition to all the accomplishments and arts which 
we have assigned to our Mole, it possesses that of being 
an expert swimmer ; an action for which the structure 
both of the hands and of the hinder feet are well 
adapted. Surprised in its encampment by the floods of 
autumn, it seeks its safety by this means ; and a person 
residing at Waltham Abbey has assured us that he has seen 
Moles swimming very featly when the marshes of that 
neighbourhood have been inundated. But it is not only 
when driven to it as a means of escape from danger that 
it employs this mode of travelling : it will not hesitate 
to cross a brook, or even a broad river, in order to change 
its hunting-ground, or to emigrate from a district which 
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has ceased to yield it sufficient nourishment; and occa- 
sionally it would appear to take the water merely for 
the purpose of enjoying the luxury of a bath. 

We have ourselves seen a Mole in the Warmcksliire 
Avon evidently swimming about for its amusement, 
and apparently enjoying itself very much, although 
it appeared to be very careful not to go far from the 
bank, taking five or six short turns in the water, to 
and from its hole, which was even with the water's 
edge. 

The Mole, like all other voracious animal -feeders, re- 
quires to drink frequently. Hence, where there is a 
colony of Moles using the same high road, a run is 
always made towards the nearest ditch or pond ; and 
when this cannot conveniently be reached, we have Mr. 
Jackson's authority for stating, that the animal sinks 
deep perpendicular shafts, at the bottom of which water 
is always found, to which the Mole has easy access. 
Sometimes, according also to the observations of Mr. 
Jackson, these wells are full to the hrini. 

If, in the foregoing account of those habits of the 
Mole which have reference to the preservation of its in- 
dividual existence, we have been struck with the ardour 
and perseverance of its character, — with the fierceness 
■nd voracity of its hunger, and the laborious and indefa- 
tigable toil employed to satisfy that appetite, it is found 
to exhibit equal violence in the ardour of the sexual 
passion, and equal pertinacity and boldness in its pur- 
miit. The tracks by which the male pursues his mate 
are numerous and curiously divaricating ; they are very 
auperficiai, and are made with great rapidity. They are 
termed by the French naturalists " traces d'amour ; " and 
by our English Mole -catchers, "coupling runs," or 
" rutting angles." As the males are much more nume- 
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rous than the females, it often happens that several of the 
former sex are in pursuit of one of the latter ; in which 
case bloody, and even fatal, battles ensue between the 
rivals, which fight on the surface of the ground, and the 
victorious male is left in undisturbed possession. The 
attachment of the male to his mate would appear to be 
very powerful, though probably but short-lived. Le 
Court several times found a female taken in his trap, 
and the male lying dead close to her. Whether this 
may have occurred from starvation, the force of sexual 
attachment having been strong enough to overcome that 
of hunger, it is perhaps difficult to prove ; but when it 
is recollected how short a fast proves fatal to this animal, 
it is not perhaps an improbable explanation of this curi- 
ous fact. 

De Vaux seems inclined, in his antipathy to the Mole, 
to deny to it the possession of a single quality that 
bears the slightest analogy to any trait of character which 
we are accustomed to consider amiable or virtuous. If, 
however, we may believe the statement of one who de- 
clares himself to have been an eye-witness of the follow- 
ing fact, it is impossible not to accord to it the strongest 
conjugal and parental attachment. In the work so often 
quoted, is inserted a letter from a person who professes 
himself the advocate of this ill-fated animal, and who 
affirms that when a sudden flood reaches its nest, the 
male and female are seen braving in company the dangers 
which threaten them, and exposing their own lives to 
the utmost hazard in order to save their young ; in which 
office of affection they mutually assist and protect each 
other. 

The nest is always distinct, and frequently remote 
from the fortress, and is usually, but not always, covered 
by a hillock ; which, when it exists, is much larger than 
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an ordinary mole-hill. It is formed simply by excavat- 
ing and enlarging the point of intersection of three or 
four passages. The bed of the nest is composed of a 
mass of herbage, grass, roots, or leaves : in one which 
was examined by Geoffrey and Lo Court, no less than 
two hundred and four blades of young wheat were 
counted. This, however, can scarcely be considered as 
an ordinary occurrence, as they generally prefer dry and 
soft substances. The choice of materials depends, in 
fact, upon the supply to he found near at hand. We 
have seen a nest dug out of the bottom of a whitethorn 
hedge, composed entirely of whitethorn leaves, and 
another in a coppice (a favourite place with the Mole 
for nesting), formed with dry line grass, and leaves of 
such kind as appeared in plenty on the ground imme- 
diately over the nest. The period of gestation is sup- 
posed to be about two months or upwards ; and the 
young are brought forth in April, — sometimes earlier, at 
others later, according to the season : indeed young 
Moles have been found at all times from the beginning 
of April till August, which has led some persons to 
believe that there are more than one brood in the year. 
There are generally four or five, sometimes as few as 
three, rarely six ; and an instance is recorded in the 
eighth volume of Loudon's Magazine of Natural His- 
tory, in which seven were found in one nest. The period 
of lactation is not accurately known, but is supposed to 
continue till the young are about half-grown. The pre- 
valence of the number of males over that of females, 
and the occurrence of but a single brood in a year, are 
circumstances which teud greatly to circumscribe the 
increase of the species. 

The Moie has always beea the object of the most de- 
termined persecution on the part of the fanner and the 
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gardener, from the notion that it occasioiis m degree of 
injury, more or less serious, to various products of the 
soil. This absolute proscription of a whole species can 
only be justified, if it can be justified at all, by the cer- 
tainty that its devastations are so extensive as to inflict 
severe loss and damage upon mankind, in this his primeval 
and most important occupation ; and it will not be an 
unreasonable or useless employment to endeavour to 
place the subject in its true light, and to ascertain as 
nearly as possible to what extent this character of an 
universal depredator is deserved. In order to arrive at a 
true solution of this question, it is necessary to divest 
our minds as well of the prepossessions of the naturalist 
as of the prejudices of the agriculturist ; for we shall 
probably find, as in most other cases, that the truth lies 
between the two extremes. According to its accusers, 
there is no portion of its labours, no peculiarity of its 
habits, no function of its organization, that is not the 
means or the cause of ravage and devastation to our cul- 
tivated grounds. The soil, say they, is rendered dry and 
sterile by its subterranean roads ; the crops are killed by 
the exposure or the destruction of the roots ; the plants 
themselves are overthrown by the construction of the 
mole-hills, or they perish from their roots being eaten, 
or they are dug up and scattered by the superficial fur- 
rows which the animal ploughs up, either in search of 
food or in pursuit of its mate : large quantities of young 
corn, too, are carried off by it to form its nest; and, 
finally, its abandoned fortress becomes the resort of the 
Field Mouse and other noxious animals. Thus the field 
and the meadow, the garden and the plantation, are alike 
the scenes of its ravages ; and De Vaux calculates that 
the loss which it occasions to the spring corn alone may 
be calculated at one-eighth of the whole produce. Then, 
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on the other hand, these prejudiced judges allow nothing 
for the benefit which arises from the destruction of in- 
numerable worms, and of insects, both in the larva and 
perfect state: this advantage is in fact denied by De 
Vaux, who declares that the Mole feeds only on the 
most harmless of these animals, the earth-worm, and that 
it refuses those which are injurious to mankind. Its 
more benevolent advocates, on the other hand, contend 
not only that the injury which it perpetrates is slight, 
but that it is more than counterbalanced by the benefit 
which it produces by turning up and lightening the soil, 
and especially by its immense destruction of earth-worms, 
and many other noxious animals which inhabit the 
superficial layer of the ground, and occasion great injury 
to the roots of grass, corn, and many other plants. If 
we examine the real nature and degree of its injuries on 
the one side, and its utility on the other, we shall pro- 
bably find that both parties are erroneous. The fact of 
its devastations cannot be denied — it is only in the de- 
gree and extent of them that the estimation is incorrect ; 
and whilst its utility in clearing the ground of worms 
and similar causes of injury must also be allowed, it can 
scarcely be sustained that the lightening of the soil by 
the turning up of its hillocks is, at most, more than a 
very equivocal source of advantage. 

Instances are not wanting of inundations produced by 
the burrowing of Moles through dams and dykes ; but it 
would be too much to wage war with a whole race for 
an accidental transgression of this kind by a few indivi- 
duals. Nor is it much to the purpose to urge the 
indirect injury which the Mole produces by forming 
habitations for different species of Field Mice, which 
often succeed to its deserted excavations. It is true that 
the new occupants are thus saved the labour of forming 
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their own retreats ; but this cannot materially influence 
their number, for it is only by the quantity of nourish- 
ment which they are able to procure that the increase of 
these little Malthusians is limited. 

Be this as it may, howeverj the opinion is generally so 
strong against this active and unceasing labourer, that 
thousands are annually destroyed, and a considerable 
income is received by a good Mole-catcher in the course 
of a season, at a trifling sum given for each captured 
Mole. Mr. Jackson, to whom we have already alluded, 
and who appears to be a very intelligent person, and 
particularly successful in his business, states that he had 
been a Mole-catcher for thirty-five years, during which 
time he had destroyed from forty to fifty thousand of these 
animals. Mr. Couch, whose name is so well known as t 
zealous naturalist, and of whom such frequent mention 
is made by Mr. Yarrell, in his work on British Fishes, 
states that a Mole-catcher in Cornwall took no less than 
twelve hundred Moles in six winter months. But all 
others must yield to Le Court, who, in the short space 
of five months, took no less than six thousand Moles, 
within a comparatively small district ; and two of his 
pupils, during the month that they were under his 
instructions, killed nine hundred and seventy-one. It 
really seemed as if it were impossible that a Mole could 
escape this extraordinary person : wherever he struck 
his hoe, he found the Mole's run ; wherever he placed his 
trap, the Mole was surely taken. His trap was of t 
very simple construction. It consisted of a steel instru- 
ment of two branches, formed somewhat like a pair of 
sugar-tongs, excepting that the branches crossed each 
other about their mid-length ; so that the elasticity of 
the bend brought the extremities forcibly outwards and 
towards each other : the branches were held asunder b/ 



a square piece of iron with a hole through it, which the 
slightest touch would displace; and the Mole, running 
along its passage, threw the trigger, as it may be called, 
and was caught by the branches springing sharply to- 
gether. This appears to be a very simple, certain, and 
effectual instrument; but it is considerably improved 
upon in one now much employed in this country, in which 
the hinge, connecting the two branches, is placed in the 
middle, the spring behind, and the trigger before the 
hinge. A sort of box-trap has been recommended in 
some places; but it has the defect of being less certain, 
and at the same time it is not free from the objection of 
cruelty; as the Moles are taken alive, and when several 
axe confined in the trap together, they fight in the most 
desperate manner, wounding and even destroying each 
other. In the middle parts of England a very effective 
and simple trap is made by sticking into the ground an 
ash or hard stick, three or four feet long, to the free end 
of which a loop of fine brass wire is attached, and the 
stick being bent down, the wire is made to pass through 
a hole in a small piece of board, into which a peg is 
introduced from below, to prevent the wire from being 
withdrawn by the elasticity of the slick. The board is 
so placed as to form a small portion of the roof of the 
run, and is finuly kept in position by sticks laid horizon- 
tally across it, which are pegged down at their ends by 
Booked pegs. The loop of wire passing through the 
board is opened below, so as to fit the inside of the run; 
and the peg, which keeps it from being drawn up by the 
•pring-stick, projects downwards into the middle of the 
run. The Mole, passing along, pushes out the peg, 
whilst its own body is within the wire loop, which is 
instantly drawn up, and the creature is speedily killed. 
The Mole is not found in the northern extremity of 
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Scotland, nor in the islands of Orkney and Zetland. It 
has never been seen in any part of Ireland, a circum- 
stance which has been attempted to be accounted for, bj 
some, by the nature of the climate and the soil. This, 
however, is not an equivalent cause ; as it is found in 
every kind of soil throughout England and the Continent 
of Europe. The more probable solution is, that the 
Mole was not originally a native of Ireland, like some 
other of our common animals, as for instance, the Snake ; 
and, like that reptile, is destitute of the means of migra- 
tion.* 

The ancients in general appear to have had but 
vague notions respecting the habits and structure of 
animals : from this charge the great father of natural 
science is in an astonishing degree exempt. It has, 
however, been adduced as an instance of erroneous and 
superficial observation, that Aristotle held the Mole to 
be absolutely blind. I have already suggested that this 
probably arose from his having principally examined the 
species now called Talpa caca, in which the eyelids are 
closed, whilst in the common species they are open. 
There is likewise a distinction in the character of the 
incisive teeth, which in the Common Mole are all equal, 
whilst in the other the middle ones are longer than the 
others ; and De Vaux states that there are also some 
slight differences in their habits and architecture. Both 
these species are exceedingly well figured by Prince 
Charles Lucian Buonaparte, in his beautiful Iconografia 
delta Fauna Italica. 



• The experiment of introducing a few Moles into some faToarit« looditj 
in Ireland, and noting their increase, would determine how far the nature ol 
the soil is concerned in their aWnce. We venture to predict, that if soch 
an introduction ever takes place, that they will be found to thrive as well •» 
in F^ngland. 
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There are several remarkable varieties of the present 
species : it is found of a deep black colour, of a mouse- 
grey, dark olive brown, pied, yellowish white, and 
wholly or partially orange. We have received from 
Switzerland (Berne) several examples of the usual dark 
colour, but having a well defined lozenge-shaped patch 
of orange on the breast. It has been supposed that 
some of these differences of colour are connected with 
soil or climate ; but there appears to be but little ground 
for such an opinion. 

The ancient English name of the Mole is Mouldwarp, 
or Mouldiwarp, from the Anglo-Saxon "Molde," soil ; and 
" Weorpan," to throw or turn up. This is still its com- 
mon name in many parts of England, particularly in the 
North. Gascoigne, who wrote in the sixteenth century, 
employs indifferently Mowle and Mouldiwarpe; Spenser 
uses Mouldwarp; and Shakspeare has Mole, as it is 
now spelt : thus, in the first edition of Hamlet, printed 
in 1603,— 

" Well said old Mole, canst worke in the earth 
So fast ? a worthy pioner !'* 

In Dorsetshire, Devonshire, and other parts of the West 
of England, it is always called Want : a name probably 
introduced by the Danes ; " Wand " being the old Danish, 
and ** Vond'* still the Norwegian name for this animal. 
In most of the Midland counties it is called a Hunt, 
or Hoont, which is probably the same as Want or 
Woont. 

The body of the Mole is thick and full, oblong, nearly 
cylindrical, not ordinarily raised above the ground : head 
tapering to the extremity of the nose, which is formed 
for turning up the earth. The teeth sharp-pointed, the 
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incisives very small, the canines long and very acute ;* 
the false molars like the canines, but much smaller ; and 
the true molars broad, and having many sharp conical 
elevations. £yes extremely small, black, situate in the 
middle of a circular naked space of about a line and a 
half or two lines in diameter : eyelids open to a veiy 
small extent. Ears without any external conch. Anterior 
feet very robust, formed for digging ; the palms turned 
outwards, the fingers short, the terminal phalanx being 
as large as all the others ; virrist concealed in the fur. 
Tail scaly, and furnished also with long stiff hairs. Fur 
very soft, silky, and short, inserted perpendicularly to the 
surface of the skin ; shining like velvet, showing different 
tints according to the direction in which it is viewed; 
bright grey when seen in the direction in which the hairs 
lie, and rich deep black in the opposite one : a slight 
yellowish tinge appears on the lower jaw, and along the 
middle of the belly. 

Dimensions : — 

Inch. Lilies 
Length of the head and body . . .52 

,, of the head 17 

„ of the tail 1 2 

Dentition : — 

L I : C. I : P. M. J : M. J = g. 

* ABsaming that the prominent doable-rooted tooth is a canine, as stated 
in the first edition of this work. As a contrary opinion to this, although 
entertained by so great nn authority as the late Prof, de Blainville, has not 
been supported by better evidence than the opinion advanced in this work in 
1837, we shall adhere to the same formuhi of dentition as was empbyed at 
that time. 
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Genus, Sorex. (Linn.) 

OtMrie Character. — Ineiwrn {-.\, upper odbb cnrred, withn Bpnr or pointed 
mp behind ; at their bnse, lower noes, iiorizontai in position, pmlarcd, with 
leir upper edge denticnlnteil ; premotsirs {; |, upper onee ilerreatring in eiie 
nm lint to Ual, firat lover one snialler than Hecond ; tips of nil the teeth 

4Mpl; BlMneti with brown. Snout nttfnuated, fur abort, soft, and silkj ; tiu] 

ksg ; feet formed for nmnine, 

COMMON SHREW. 

SHREW MOUSE, 

Sorea; vulgaris. (I.inn.) 

Speeifie CSarofffr.^RediUflb mooae-CDlonr above, pnler beneath ; Ua[ soaie- 
ifhai niuuliangabii, mther ehortcr than the boily. not cilistec) beneath. 
brtr. rulsau'i, Linn, Mns. Adolph. Prid. 10, 175i. NiTBuanrB, 'Weigni. 
ArchiT. I. 1833, iC. Blab. Saugth. Deutech. p. 129. 
Nnss. Stand. Faun. p. 76. 
,. UlragmiirB*,B.KRX. Obs. Zool. 48, 1780. jKsrus, Mag. ZooL Dot. 11. 
p. 2i, Ann. Nat, Hiat. 1838, p. 117, Ann, Mag. Nat, 
Hist. ie«, V. 7, p. 261. 
„ araimu. Bell, Brit. Quad. p. 109. Mica. Brit, Quad. p. 123. 

Since the publication of the first edition of the 
present work, much has been done, both in this country 
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and on the Continent, towards clearing up the synonymy 
of the European representatives of this difficult group 
of animals. The British species received the attention 
of the Rev. Leonard Jenyns as early as 1838, and in a 
series of papers, wrhich merit our sincerest praise, he 
showed that the Sorex araneus of English naturalists was 
not identical with the Sorex araneus of French and Ger- 
man zoologists. He had before this time, in his work 
on British Vertebrate Animals, suggested the probability 
that such was the case ; but it was not until the publica- 
tion of his paper in the Magazine of Zoology and 
Botany that this became certain. In 1834, M. Duver- 
noy published an elaborate paper on Shrews in the 
Transactions of the Natural History Society of Stras- 
burg, the chief object of which was to make known 
that there were three distinct types of dentition among 
these animals, which were regarded by him as indicating 
three sub-genera. Mr. Jenyns, referring to this paper, was 
able to show that the Common Shrew of Great Britain 
possessed a type of dentition quite distinct from that of 
Sorex araneus, but was identical in that respect, and, in- 
deed, in all these respects, with the Sorex tetragonwrus 
of Herman, to which he referred it. 

In his second paper, which appeared in the Annals of 
Natural History for the same year, 1838, Mr. Jenyns 
again reviews the British species, and confirms his former 
opinion respecting the identity of the so-called Sorex 
araneus of the country with the Sorex tetragonurus of 
Herman. He also in this paper points out an error into 
which he had fallen in his former one, Le. of confound- 
ing a second and smaller British species with the Sorex 
tetragonurus, which he here regards as new, and describes 
under the name of Sorex rusticus. His third communi- 
cation appeared in the Annals and Magazine of Natural 
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History for 1841 , and to this we shall have occasion to 
refer in our account of the next species. But previously 
to the publication of this last paper, indeed bearing the 
same date as the first by Mr. Jenyns, and one year later 
than the date of publication of the first edition of the 
present work, a very excellent memoir on the European 
Shrews, by M. Nathusius, was commended in Weigman's 
Archives, in which the Sorex tetragonurtis of Herman is 
given as a synonym of the Sorex vulgaris of Linnaeus, 
and this decision is now generally accepted. 

From their obscure and hideling habits, the Shrews 
are difiicultof observation ; their long and pointed snout, 
their extensible form, and short and velvety coat, enable 
them to pass through the closest herbage, or beneath the 
carpets of dry leaves in the coppice and woodland, in 
which situations, as well as in the open fields, whether 
cultivated or in pasture, they seek their food. But they 
are not confined in their habitat to such situations, as 
with their congeners, the Water Shrews, they are often 
met with in marshy and fen districts. The food is chiefly 
insects and worms, but also, as we have ascertained by 
personal examination, the smaller MoUusca are not re- 
fused. We have often found their runs in close herbage, 
around the foot of the trees in coppices, and not unfre- 
quently these runs contain fragments of the shells of 
Vitrina pellticida, and some of the species of Zonites, and 
the remains of Coleoptera. That the Shrew feeds upon 
the Common Slug, Limax agrestis, is also certain, as we 
have taken the remains of this creature from its stomach, 
and, moreover, have fed it, when in confinement, with 
these Mollusks. 

This animal, like the Mole, is excessively pugnacious, 
so that it is rare to see two of them together, excepting 
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ill the act of fighting. If two Shrews be confined in a 
box together, a very short time elapses before the weaker 
is killed and partly devoured. They not only destroy 
each other, but there is reason to believe that many of 
them are victims to the voracity of the Mole. A friend 
at Waltham Abbey informed us, that in a field which 
had always before been abundantly inhabited by Shrews, 
scarcely one was seen during the season of 1837, but 
that a colony of Moles occupied the district, to whose 
voracity he, with much probability, attributed the dis- 
appearance of the Shrews. 

It has often been stated that Owls, like Cats, will kill 
but not eat the Shrew; and this opinion has received 
some plausible support from the circumstance that Shrews 
are not uncommonly found dead, with the loins pinched, 
as if by the beak of some rapacious bird. The following 
fact, however, shows that this notion is altogether erro- 
neous. Mr. Turner, of the Botanic Garden at Buiy 
St. Edmunds,* on examining twenty pellets or casts of 
the Bam Owl, taken promiscuously from a mass of them, 
covering, to the depth of several inches, the floor of an 
ancient retreat of a pair of those birds, found amongst 
them the skeletons of no less than seven Shrews. We 
have ourselves seen several bushels of refuse taken from 
the inside of an old tree, which had been for many years 
the abode of the Barn Owl, and amongst the numerous 
small skulls which it contained, the most abundant ap- 
peared to be that of the present species. There appears 
to be more truth in the assertion of Pennant, and many 
other writers, that "Cats will kill, but not eat the 
Common Shrew ; " and this aversion may probably arise 
from the rank musky smell which this species possesses, 

* Loudon's Mag. Nut. Hist. vol. v. p. 727. 
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and which may also have been in some measure ihe cause 
of the ancient prejudice concerning its supposed power 
of inflicting injury by the mere contact of its body. 
Thus, in Edward Philips's " World of Words," it is stated 
that the Shrew Mouse is " a kind of Field Moose of the 
bigness of a Rat and colour of a Weasel, very miflchievoua 
to catlel; which going over a beast's back, will make it 
lame in the chine ; and the bite of it causes the beast to 
swell at the heart and die," 

The superstitions of olden times are now fast fading 
from among us, like the ignited vapours of unwholesome 
bogs before the approach of day. The time can scarcely 
be far distant when even the existence of those which 
now remain will be matter of mere tradition, and offer 
many a subject of curious investigation to the antiquaries 
of succeeding ages; and many animals which, like the 
Shrew and the Hedgehog, are now the dread of the 
Ignorant, and are destroyed from mistaken notions of 
their being directly or indirectly injurious to mankind, 
will be suffered to live on, and fulfil the beneficial offices 
which some of them at least confer upon us, by the 
destruction of creatures more noxious than themselves. 
The prejudices just alluded to, however, are still rife in 
many parts of the country ; and the Shrew is yet believed 
to produce lameness by running over the foot, and dis- 
ease to any part of an animal by the same means. The 
use of the ancient antidote to these imagined injuries 
has now probably passed away: it consisted in the 
application of a twig of a Shrew-ash, of the preparation 
of which Gilbert White gives the following amusing 
account : — 

" At the south comer of the plestor, or area, near the 
church, there stood about twenty years ago, a, very old 
grotesque hollow pollard-ash, which for ages had been 
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looked upon with no small veneration as a Shrew-ash. 
Now^ a Shrew-ash is an ash whose twigs or branches, 
when applied to the limbs of cattle, will immediately re- 
lieve the pains which a beast suffers from the running of 
a Shrew Mouse over the part affected ; for it is supposed 
that a Shrew Mouse is of so baneful and deleterious a 
nature, that wherever it creeps over a beast, be it horse, 
cow, or sheep, the suffering animal is afflicted with cruel 
anguish, and threatened with the loss of the use of the 
limb. Against this accident, to which they were con- 
tinually liable, our provident forefathers always kept a 
Shrew-ash at hand, which, when once medicated, would 
maintain its virtue for ever. A Shrew-ash was made 
thus : into the body of the tree a deep hole was bored 
with an auger, and a poor devoted Shrew Mouse was 
thrust in alive, and plugged in, no doubt with several 
quaint incantations long since forgotten.*** Another 
method of cure was to make the person or animal pass 
through the arch of a bramble, both ends of which were 
rooted and growing. 

The female Shrew brings forth in the spring from five 
to seven young ones. The nest, which consists of soft 
herbage, is made in any hole or depression on the ground, 
or in a bank : it is covered over at the top, and is entered 
at the side. The increase of the species which such a 
numerous progeny would be calculated to produce, is 
counterbalanced, not only by the destruction which takes 
place amongst them through the agency of other animals, 
— as Moles, Weasels, and Owls, but by a very general 
mortality which prevails early in autumn, the cause of 
which does not appear to be understood. So many may 
be found at that season lying dead in footways, or on 
other bare ground near their haunts, as to have led to the 

* White*8 Sel borne, pi. II. xxviii. 
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belief among country people that the Shrew could not 
cross a public wa)' without incurring instant death. We 
confess ourselves wholly unable to furnish any expla- 
nation, having failed to discover any cause of death. 
Amoutjsl the many we have ourselves picked up and 
examined, have been individuals of both sexes, and of 
all ages, as shown by the worn or unworn condition of 
the teeth, and the more or less naked state of the tail. 

For the following etymological observations on the 
word Shrew, we are indebted to our late learned friend 
Mr. Thompson, of the London Institution : — 

" Scpeapa {Schreawa, Angl. Sax.}. ' A Shrew Mouse ; 
which by biting cattle it venometh them that they die.' — 
(Somner.) Lye adds the orthography of Sckreova. The 
etymon may possibly be found in Schreadan, to cut, or 
Sckrif, to censure bitterly ; or rather Sckeorfian, to bite 
or gnaw (all Angl. Sax.)> ^nd the ordinary notion is that 
the biting disposition, expressed by the word Shrew, 
comes from the name of the Shrew Mouse ; though Todd 
prefers deriving it from the German Schreive, to clamour, 
or from the Saxon Schi/rvan, to beguile. In the word 
Erdshrew the prefix is clearly the Anglo-Saxon GopS, 
Earth, earth — designed to express the animal's habita- 
tion." 

This species varies considerably in colours. It is 
usually of a reddish mouse-colour above, greyish beneath ; 
but the brown of the upper part is more or less red in 
different Individuals, in some approaching to black, in 
others to reddish brown, or chestnut, and we have seen 
one having all the upper parts cinnamon brown, with a 
strong tinge of ash colour, and the grey colour of the 
belly darker or lighter, and more or less tinged with 
yellow. Snout much attenuated ; ears small, rounded, 
scarcely visible above the fur, with two internal lobes, 
U 2 
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which are fringed with whitish hair ; the anterior teeth 
of a rich brown colour. The body shortened, and the 
back elevated when at rest, but susceptible of considerable 
extension when running : tail always shorter than the 
body, though somewhat varying in proportional length ; 
four-sided, with the angles rounded ; of nearly equal 
size throughout, not attenuated at the extremity; fur* 
nished everywhere with short, close, rather stiff hairs, but 
not ciliated.. 

It sometimes occurs spotted with white ; and we have 
a skin which is beautifully pied, having a broad white 
band over the loins, which extends all round the animal. 
This specimen was taken near Amesbury in Wiltshire. 
Individuals finely powdered with white are not rare, and 
have somewhat the colour and appearance of the hair of 
a roan horse. 



Dimensions : — 

Length of the head and body . 

of the head .... 
of the tail .... 
of the ears .... 
of the hind-foot and claws 
of the fore-foot and cbws 
from end of nose to eye . 
from end of nose to angle of month, form 
ing the gape-line 
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Sorex pygmcEus (Pallas). 

Sptrific Ckaratter, — Brown nhove, white bcnnith ; tail nsDolij longer than 
Ibe bead uid body, well clad with hnira. The fifth painted tooth in the 
VgfBt jaw in the taxae line as tbe precetiing ones, and diatioctlj visible 
exterull;. Leni^h of head and body about two incbcs. 

Sortx ft/gTiuBV*, Pallab, Zoogr. Kosno-Asint., I,, 134. 
,, TuHirai. Jkbykb. Aon. Nat. Hirt., 1S3S, p. 417. 

In the " Magazine of Zoology and Botany " for 1837, 
the Rev. L, Jenyns described two varieties of Sorex 
telragonurus (S. vulgaris), and in 1838, in the "Annals of 
Natural History," he separated the smaller of these as a 
distinct species under the name of S. nisticvs. At the 
same time he described an Irish specimen as possibly 
distinct, for which he proposed tbe name of S. hibemicus, 
but he was afterwards convinced that it was identical. 
In 1857, Prof. Blasius expressed his conviction that 
8. ruilicug of Jenyns was identical with S, pygtmeia of 
Pallas (" Saugeihiere Deulschlands," p. 158). By the kind- 
ness of our friend Prof. Newton, we have been able to 
examine one of Mr. Jenyns' typical specimens, presented 
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Sorexremifer, Gioff. Ann. Mas. XVII. 182. t. 11. £. 1. 

„ ciliatuMj Sow. Brit. Mise. i. xlix. 

Musaraigne cTeau, DArBKxr. M6m Acad. dea. Sc 1756, p. 211. Bc^ 

Foir, EisL SmL YIU. p. 64, i. xi. 1 L 
Water Shrew, PmrAjn, Brit. ZooL L p. 125, i. iL 



In the first edition of this work^ the present species, 
with the Common Shrew, was placed in the Genus Sarex, 
but the difference observable in its dentition, which is 
also observed in some exotic species of Soricida, added 
to the adaptive character exhibited by the ciliated feet 
and tail, have induced us to follow the example d 
Professor Blasius in regarding it as generically distinct. 
The name of Crossopus, given to it by Wagler, in the 
*'Isis'* for 1832, must of course hold precedence over 
that of Amphisorex bestowed on it by Duvernoy in 1834. 

The habits of this beautiful little creature are clearly 
indicated by the peculiarities of its structure. Possess- 
ing the same general conformation as the former species 
— the same soft short silky coat — a body similarly 
gracile, and a snout almost equally attenuated, — the 
addition of stiff cilia to the sides of the toes, and the 
greater breadth of the feet, together with the fringe of 
hairs on the under surface of the tail, show that its 
ordinary pursuits require the use of oars and rudder; 
and that while, like all the other species of the family, 
its food consists of insects, it is in the water that this 
food is to be obtained. 

The observations of several intelligent naturalists have 
not only confirmed this conclusion, but have afforded 
many curious details as to its mode of life ; and we find 
that its habits are no less interesting than its form and 
movements are elegant and pleasing. 

An intimate friend, in whose capabilities for accurate 
observations we place the greatest reliance, being one day 
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concealed, gun in hand, for the purpose of shooting some 
carrion crows, near a hillside ditch, at Temple Grafton, 
near Stratford-on-Avon, had his attention called to a 
Shrew of this species, which was busily engaged in 
seeking for food amongst the stones in the rapid but 
shallow water at the bottom of the ditch. These it 
turned over, or displaced, by forcing itself under them, 
and in this manner several of large size, compared with 
that of the animal itself, were removed. The food 
appeared to be taken at the moment the stone was raised 
from its resting-place, though in some instances by the 
animal merely poking its long snout under the stone, 
without lifting it; but in every case, when caught, it 
was conveyed to the side to he devoured. It consisted 
of some small creatures having hard parts, which the 

I Shrew was heard crunching up in the process of mas- 
tication. 

Shortly afterwards the spot was pointed out to ua, 
and, on examination, we found the pretty stream Sessile- 
eyed Crustacean, Gammarus Pulex, in plenty under the 

, stones in the ditcli, and entertained but little doubt 

I that it was on these small crustaceans that the 
Shrew was feeding, and that the crushing sound ob- 
served during mastication was occasioned by their hard 
coverings. 

We do not know whether the Water Shrew is pisci- 
vorous in its habits, though it is not unlikely that it may 
feed on the spawn or fry of minnows, or other small fish, 
but to its carnivorous propensities we can ourselves bear 

I testimony. Having occasion to enter an outhouse used 
as a carpenter's shop, at Welford Hill, we were somewhat 
surprised to hear the shrill chattering squeak of a Slirew, 
and its quick rustle, or rather rush, amongst the shavings 
Upon the floor. Uemaining still for a few minutes, we 




152 soricidje:. 

saw an animal of the present species emerge from the 
shavings, and^ scampering across a large sheet of brown 
paper, pass under the dried body of a barn-door fowl, 
which was lying in a comer. On lifting up the fowl 
by the legs, the Shrew made its escape from a hole in 
the abdomen, and it was found on examination that 
nearly all the internal parts, in a half dried and half de» 
composed state, had been devoured, though whether 
wholly by the Shrew or in part by Mice we are unable 
to state. 

Another equally well authenticated and interesting 
notice of its flesh-consuming habits may with advantage 
be introduced here. A brother of one of the authors 
of the present work, having one night placed a steel trap 
for vermin, visited it the following morning; and on 
drawing near, saw that it contained a full-grown Rat, on 
which was perched a small black object, which proved on 
closer approach to be a Water Shrew. 

The Kat was dead, and the Shrew was devouring it. 
Although the slender snout and the projecting and com- 
paratively weak teeth of the Shrew were but ill-adapted, 
one would have thought, for devouring prey of the size 
of a full-grown Rat, yet the animal had succeeded in 
making a small hole through the skin ; and this it was 
most energetically employed, by means of both teeth and 
claws, in enlarging. So ferocious were it actions, that it 
might very properly be said to be fighting the Rat ; and so 
intent was it on its work, as to suffer itself to be captured 
by the observer, who laid the loading-rod of his gun 
across its back. We have once, and once only, seen it at 
Selborne. It was hunting in the most active and curious 
manner at the bottom of a small roadside stream ; and as 
its body was much flattened, the white of the belly 
projected in a narrow border, edging the deep black of 
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the back, and rendering it altogether the prettiest object 
imaginable. 

According to the account given of one of them by 
Mr. Dovaston,* to whom we are indebted for the first de- 
tailed description of its manners, '^ It dived and swam 
with great agility and freedom, repeatedly gliding from 
the bank under water, and disappearing under the mass 
of leaves at the bottom, doubtless in search of its insect 
food. It very shortly returned and entered the bank, 
occasionally putting its long sharp nose out of the water, 
and paddling close to the edge. This it repeated at 
frequent intervals from place to place, seldom going 
more than two yards from the side, and always returning 
in about half a minute. Sometimes it would run a little 
on the surface, and sometimes timidly and hastily come 
ashore, but with the greatest caution, and instantly 
plunge in again.*' Its swimming is principally efiected 
by the alternate action of the hinder feet, which produces 
an unequal or wriggling motion : it makes its way, how- 
ever, with great velocity ; and as it swims rather superfi- 
cially, with the belly flattened, the sides, as it were, spread 
out, and the tail extended backwards as a rudder, it 
forms a very beautiful and pleasing object, moving on 
the calm surface of a quiet brook, or diving, in an 
instant, after its food, its black velvety coat becoming 
beautifully silvered with the innumerable bubbles of air 
that cover it when submerged ; and on rising again, the 
fur is observed to be perfectly dry, repelling the water 
as completely as the feathers of water- fowl. When sub- 
merged, the ear is nearly closed by means of three little 
valves. It is attacked by the Weasel, which will even 

• Loud. Mag. II. p. 219. 
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follow it into the water, where, however, it readily saves 
itself by diving. It burrows under the margin of the 
bank ; — a safe and commodious habitation, from which it 
can, at the first alarm, throw itself into the water and 
elude pursuit. 

It is often found at some distance from the water. 
There can be no doubt that it frequently seeks its food 
on the land, perhaps when it has exhausted tlie ditch 
or brook to which it has attached itself; for it appears,, 
from Mr. Dovaston's account, to remain for a long 
season the denizen of one chosen spot, where it pairs, 
and probably rears its offspring. 

The female, which is a little smaller than the male, 
produces from five to seven or eight young. Some assert 
that nine is the ordinary number ; but hitherto we have 
not ourselves seen more than six. 

It is remarkable that so beautiful and interesting an 
animal should for a long time have been so entirely 
unknown or neglected by the naturalists of this country, 
especially when it is considered that its presumed rarity 
can only be attributed to the want of observation; as 
numerous localities have been ascertained since Mr. 
Dovaston recalled our attention to it. It has been met 
with in Scotland, and is too common in most parts of 
England to render an enumeration of localities necessary. 
In other European countries also it appears to be so 
well known that we refrain from particulars, but may 
remark that we are unaware whether it has been seen 
in Ireland, and we do not find it associated with our 
two other species of Shrews by Dr. Leopold Von 
Schrenck, in his work on the Mammalia of tlie Arooor 
River. A Shrew of this genus from the Himala^'as has 
been described by our friend Dr. Gray under the name 
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of Crossopus Himalayaicus, which, if distinct from the 
present species, is certainly closely allied to it. 

The black and silky fur of the upper part in this spe- 
cies, and its elongated snout, have given rise to the opinion 
in some places that it was a small species of Mole ; 
tp which both the structure and habits of the whole 
genus indicate a very near affinity. 

The snout of the Water Shrew is less attenuated 
than that of the Common Shrew, and somewhat 
depressed ; eyes very small ; ears very short, furnished 
with three internal lobes, one of them fringed with 
white hair, which, reaching to the surface of the fur, 
indicates the situation of the ear by a small white spot : 
anterior teeth ferruginous at the tips; body broader 
and more full than in S. vulgaris ; tail rather slender, 
quadrangular, compressed at the tip, fringed with stiff 
hairs beneath ; feet rather broader than in the former 
species, formed for swimming, having a lash of stiff 
white hairs on the edge of the toes; fur short, soft, 
and silky. The colour of the upper parts, including 
the head, back, flanks, and outer surface of the fore 
and hind-legs, a rich brownish black ; the under parts 
nearly pure white, the line of demarcation between the 
two colours being generally abrupt ; a dusky spot around 
the pubis. 

The Water Shrew is subject to considerable variation 
in colour, and this at one time led to the belief that 
more than one aquatic species existed in this country. 
The most remarkable variety is that which was des- 
cribed as the Oared Shrew in the first edition of this 
book, and as Sorex cUiatus by Sowerby, and 8, remifer 
by Geoffroy. The Rev. Leonard Jenyns, in a paper on 
" The Smaller British Mammalia,*' which appeared in the 

X 2 
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** Annals and Magazine of Natural History " for 1841, 
when speaking of Sorex ciliatus, says : '* I haye seen so 
many intermediate specimens, in point of colour, between 
this and the last species {S.fodiens)^ that I consider it 
extremely doubtful whether they be distinct." In 1845 
we received at one time as many as eighteen specimens, 
which had been all taken in a low and moist meadow by 
the side of the Warwickshire Avon, near to the village 
of Welford. Of these, one had the uniform black 
colour of S. ciliatuSy and six had the well-defined black 
and white of S. Jodiens^ ythxht the remainder presented 
every intermediate shade in the colouring of the under 
parts. In a few there was a slight yellowish tinge on 
the breast. A careful inspection showed that all those 
having the under parts white, had teeth of a very 
dark-brown colour, and unworn, whilst in those which 
had those parts clouded or blackish, the teeth light 
yellowish brown in colour, and considerably worn. 
These examples were taken during haymaking, and in 
the harvest of the same year, four others were brought 
to us which had been taken by some mowers in a barley- 
field at Welford Hill, about a mile from the meadow 
above mentioned, consisting of dry sandy soil, and 
considerably removed from any water. In these indi* 
viduals the black of the upper parts was graduated into 
pale grey beneath, strongly stained and spotted with 
yellowish chestnut on the throat and breast, and in all 
of them the teeth were much worn, and pale in colour. 
We were at the time led to suspect, from the worn con- 
dition of the teeth, that the colouring of the under 
parts might be due to age and season, and to this 
opinion we still adhere, notwithstanding that we have 
met with a few — though but a few — similar specimens 
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in the winter season, since we have subsequently found 
tlietn by no means rare during the summer. 
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Genus, Miles. (Cuv.) 

BAUGEE. 

Otnerie Charaeltr. —Secaod inciaive tooth in the loirer jnw pUen 
the otben : grinden J, in nn nninlfiirnpted series; feet plajiticrwle : 
ditUr pouch anilernenth tbe tnil. hmiag a tmnavurae DriAw. 

THE BADGER. 

BROCK. OHEY. BAWSENBD-PATB. 

Meles iaxus. 

rT>ialat,i>. RoHRSlB. Satig. Ill, t. H2. 
Uriiu tiuUt. LucKf DH, Syat. Kat. XIL p. 71' 
Mrla ttilgariM, DiaviR. Mamm&t. p. ITS, ip. 260. 

„ laxKi, FltM. Brit. An. p. 9. Jibikb, Brit. Vert. p. 10. 
£( fi^tnrau, Bcrroit, Hist. Nut. Til. p. 104, t. lii. 
7^ Badgrr, Psmi. Brit. Zool. I. p. S.l, t. »iii. 

SiNCK the extirpation of the Bear, Urnu arctos, of Uir 
exiatoncc of which mention is made in Seotlisli history »> 
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late as in the year 107S, the family of the Ursida * has 
had no other representative, in our indigenous zoology, 
than the present animal, which in its habits, no less 
than in its structure, claims no very remote relationship 
to that tribe.t 

Heavy, sleepy, and slothful — endowed with but a 
moderate degree of intellect, and with instincts dull 
and obtuse, it yet possesses a character and qualities 
which, if not peculiarly interesting and intelligent, are 
far from being disgusting and ferocious ; and if it do 
not boast the admirable sagacity and lively attachment 
of the Dog, it is yet free from the cunning and rapine 
of the Fox, and the fierceness and treachery of the Cat. 
Its favourite haunts are obscure and gloomy ; it retires 
to the deepest recesses of woods, or to thick coppices 
covering the sides of hills ; and there, with its long and 
powerful claws, digs for itself a deep and well-formed 
domicile, consisting of more than one apartment. The 
general form of the elongated but robust body — the 
long taper muzzle, terminating in a movable snout — the 
hard coarse hair — the loose and leathery skin, the low 
and plantigrade limbs, and the fossorial character of 
the claws, combine to fit the Badger for a subterranean 
abode, and to enable it to form that abode by its own 
labour. Here it sleeps during the greater part of the 
day, coming abroad only for a short period in the 
evening or night, to seek its sustenance, in the choice 
of which it exhibits as completely an omnivorous a 

* The Be&r tribe. 

f Since the above was written, the genns MeUs has been shown to ix)88e88 
intimate zoological affinities with the Mustdadcs. Our friend Mr. Water- 
lionse — perhaps the highest existing authority on what relates to Mammalia — 
has traced gradations through a series of genera, from Meles to Mustda ; but 
«s we beliere in certain points of relationship between the Musteladce and 
the Vrtidce^ wc, for the present, shall retain the Badger in the hitter 
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chaFacter as perhapi aoj animal with which we aie 
acquainted* Its food, in fact, comifts indiffierently of 
various roots, earth-nuts, heech-mast, firnits, the eggs of 
birdsy some of the smaller quadrupeds, frogs, and insecti. 
Bufibn states that it digs up wasps* nests for the sake 
of the bonev, — a fact which has reoeired an interestiliig 
confirmation from the observation of a correspondent of 
Loudon*s '* Magazine of Natural History,'* who seems, 
however, to attribute the destruction of these nests to 
the fondness of the Badger for the hurae of the wasp» 
as he says that the combs were found scattered aboat, 
but none were left that contained the maggots. As no 
wasp in this country lays up a store of honey, like the 
bee, it is but too obrious that it can only rob the nests 
for the sake of the larvs ; yet if a predilection of the 
Badger for honey has elsewhere been observed, it offers 
a striking analogy to several others of the group, 
particularly to its Oriental relation the Ratel, MeUmru 
CapensiSj which is known to live principally upon it. 

The Badger is endowed with astonishing strength of 
jaws, which is aided by the peculiar manner in which the 
lower is articulated with the upper, the condyle being 
received deeply into the glenoid cavity, which bends 
over it, before and behind, so as to retain it permanently 
in its place. It also possesses great general muscular 
power; and these means of inflicting injury, combined 
with the defensive coat of mail aflTorded by its strong 
leathery hide, and rough long shaggy hair, render him 
a formidable enemy to attack or to cope with. Such 
qualities as these formerly occasioned the cowardly and 
barbarous amusement of Badger-baiting, now probably 
but little known, to be a favourite and exciting sport 
amongst our rustic population. The poor devoted 
Badger was put into a small tub or barrel, or some such 
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place of partial protection, and there baited by numerous 
Dogs, collected without much regard to breed, though 
the Rough Terriers were the favourites ; and it would 
be difficult to say whether the cruelty were greater to 
the persecuted Badger, or to his canine tormentors. 

The gradual cessation of these barbarous and dastardly 
sports is indeed one of the necessary results of the 
spread of education, which at once produces a taste 
for the substitution of intellectual for mere animal 
sources of enjoyment, and supplies the means for its 
'indulgence; but there is, in the present instance, another 
cause for the decline of this amusement, perhaps as 
efficient as the former, — which is, the numerical decrease 
of the species itself: and were it not for this, it is to be 
feared that a humane interposition to save an unhappy 
Badger from this tormenting persecution, might still 
chance, in some places at least, to be met with honest 
Dandie Dinmont*s astonished exclamation, *' Lord save 
us, — to care about a Brock ! " The recollection of the 
custom, however, will continue to be interesting to the 
philologist when the custom itself shall long have passed 
away, as having given rise to a common expression, 
which will probably be perpetuated as part and parcel 
of our language. A person who is beset by numerous 
assailants is said to be " badgered." 

The Badger is taken in various ways. The favourite 
mode, and that which is perhaps the most successful, is 
by catching him in a sack placed at the entrance of his 
hole. The haunt of a Badger being ascertained, a moon- 
light night is chosen, when he is out feeding, and a small 
sack is placed within the mouth of the hole, fastened at 
the outside, with the mouth of the bag outwards, and 
having a running string round it. Two or three couples 
of hounds are then thrown off at some distance : and as 

Y 
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animal, and the increase of population in this country. 
'But it is probable that the oolitic district to which we 
have alluded, with a very undulating surface, and thickly 
spotted with parks, woods, and coppices, containing 
broken ground and deserted quarries, and, moreover, in 
many places of a very friable nature, in which not only 
Badgers but Foxes and Rabbits can speedily establish 
extensive burrows, is of all others the kind of habitat 
suitable for the Badger. At any rate, we find that there 
are many wilder and less frequented districts in which 
the Badger is comparatively rare. The burrow is usually 
a round horizontal hole or tunnel, the end of which is 
turned upwards abruptly for about a foot, and the ver- 
tical part of the hole leads into a rounded excavation, 
of just sujfficient size for the animal to lie coiled up in. 
When the burrow is increased in length, the extension 
takes place in the same level as the first or horizontal 
part, leaving the dormitory like an upstair room. It is 
not unusual in a long burrow to find several of these 
resting-places, but always placed above the line of the 
burrow in such a manner as to ensure good drainage, 
and to place the animal in a position of advantage on the 
approach of an enemy within his abode. 

" If taken young, the Badger may be easily and com- 
pletely tamed. I had one for a considerable time, 
which was sent to me by my late valued friend, James 
Buckland, Esq., of Shaftesbury, who had obtained it 
from a cottager in the neighbourhood, whose children 
Mr. Buckland accidentally saw playing with the Badger 
as familiarly as they would with a puppy. He found 
that the animal had been taken when very young, and 
had been brought up as the playmate of the children ; 
it had, however, become rather too rough in its fondness, 
and the poor man was willing to part with it. It thus 
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came into my possession, and soon became a great 
favourite, showing, too, on its part, great attachment to 
me and to the household. It followed me like a Dog, 
yelping and barking with a peculiar sharp cry, when he 
found himself shut out of the room in which [ happened 
to be sitting. He was accustomed to come into the 
dining-room during dinner, of which he was generally 
permitted to partake, and he always ate his morsels in a 
very orderly manner. He was, in fact, an affectionate, 
gentle, good-tempered fellow, and very cleanly withal. 
He died of the disease which destroys so many carnivor- 
ous animals when in a state of confinement — a stricture 
of the pyloric opening of the stomach, by which the 
passage of the food into the intestine is gradually in- 
terrupted, and ultimately stopped."* 

The male and female Badger are rarely seen in com- 
pany. It is probable that the sexes are directed to each 
other by scent, and that the fetid secretion from the 
glandular pouch under the tail is intended in this, as in 
many other instances, to afford them traces of each other. 
The female brings forth her young in the summer, to the 
number of three or four in a litter. Her nest is formed 
of moss and grass, and is prepared beforehand for the 
reception of the young. 

The Badger, as we have already stated, is still found 
in many parts of England, but is nowhere abundant, and 
in some places has become a rare animal. It is a native 
of almost every country in Europe, not excepting the 
North. M. Nilsson includes it in his Scandinavian 
Faima, and it occurs, according to Prof. Schinz, in the 
Alps. Dr. Eversman met with it in Buckhara, and 
Dr. L. von Schrenck gives a variety of it in his work on 

* Brit. Quad. Isi Edition, p. 125. 
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the Mammalia of the Amoor river, as Meles iaxus^ var. 
Amurengis. The Badger was known to the ancients, for 
Pliny speaks of it, though but cursorily, but Aristotle 
does not even allude to it. 

The word Badger is of very uncertain origin. Skinner 
derives it from the Teutonic "Back," the jaw, quasi 
" Backer," on account of the great strength of that part 
in this animal. The Anglo-Saxon " Broc "♦ is still re- 
tained in Scotland and in the northern counties of Cng« 
land ; it is also termed ** Grey," and " Bawsened-pate ; " 
the word Bawsened meaning striped with white. 

As far as we have observed, it is only borne in Heraldry 
as ** canting arms ;" it occurs in the coats of Badger and 
Brock. 

The body is robust, though somewhat elongated ; the 
l^s are short, and the body consequently low ; but it 
appears more so than it really is, in consequence of the 
length of the hair on the belly, which even reaches to 
the ground. The head is taper, and the muzzle pro- 
duced ; the ears small and rounded, and nearly hidden 
in the long hair of the sides of the head ; the eyes 
small ; the tongue smooth ; the number of the grinding 
teeth is variously stated by different naturalists as being 
i-7f 1*^9 i'if o^ 7'ff according as a small rudimentary 
false molar exists or is wanting, immediately behind the 
canine, above or below. In a cranium in our possession 
it is wanting in both jaws ; and, on the contrary, Desma- 
rest gives the higher number, from a specimen in which 
it existed in both ; whilst in Frederic Cuvier's figure and 
description it is wanting in the upper and exists in the 
lower. The second incisive tooth in the lower jaw is 
placed behind the other two. 

* Kany places still retain the name originally given, from the occurrence of 
the ** Brock*' — Brockbridge, in the parish of Selbome — Brockenhorst, &c. 
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COMMON^ OTTER. 
Lutra vuigarh. 

Sptnfn ChaTOettr.—Vif^ brown ; tbroivt anil hr;(i*t oiiicrcauB : tn\\ m"™ 
ton hiJf tbs Un^h of the hcnd and body. 
Xwra, E*¥, Rjn. Anim. Qiiiut. Klh:(, de QduI. p. Dl. 

thtlfla lulra, Lmv. 9;». Nat. XII. 1, p. 66. 
V rwiT B lutra, Lrm. Fiinn. Riiec. 2, p. B. 
IXMm nii^vpu, EtiXLtB. Sfnt, p. 44S. Dvstuii. Man. p. ISS. »p. S9f. 

Pum Brit. Ao. p. Ifl. Jkktkb, Brit. Vert. p. 13. 
Ulra Koorit, OnitUT, P.Z.8. 1.S34. III. 
Za Loulrt, Bcrpon, Hirt. Nnt. VII. p. 134. t. ii. 

Cmmom OtUr, Pmii. Brit. ZooL I. p. 82, No. 10, t. riil. Shaw, Gen. ZooL 

I. p. iar. t. c. 

With the general form and aspect wliicli cliaracterize 
its family, the Otter exhibits many niodificatioiiB of that 
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typical structure which are necessary to fit it for its 
aquatic and piscivorous habits. The generally elongated 
body is much flattened horizontally ; the tail is flat and 
broad, forming an admirable rudder ; the legs are short, 
and so loosely articulated as to allow of their being 
turned in every direction in the act of swimming ; the 
feet are broad, and the toes distant and connected by a 
complete web ; and the skin is protected by a compact 
fur, consisting of two very different kinds of hair; — 
the shorter being very soft and fine in its texture, to 
preserve the body from sudden changes of temperature ; 
and the longer, coarse, hard, and shining, which presents 
a very smooth unresisting surface as the animal cuts 
the water in its course. The teeth, too, though essen- 
tially similar to those of the rest of the group, are par- 
ticularly strong, and their tubercles very pointed, — by 
which structure the animal is enabled to seize and to 
hold securely its scaled and slippery prey. 

From this conformation it is evident that every facility, 
consistent with the preservation of its structural relations 
to the rest of the group, is given to the Otter for the 
pursuit and capture of its proper food. It swims and 
dives with great readiness, and with peculiar ease and 
elegance of movement ; and although its action on land 
is far from being awkward and difficult, yet it is certainly 
in the water that the beautiful adaptation of its structure 
to its habits is most strikingly exhibited. It swims in 
nearly a horizontal position, and dives instantaneously 
after the fish that may glide beneath it, or pursues it 
under water, changing its course as the fish darts in 
various directions to escape from it, and, when the prey 
is secured, brings it on shore to its retreat to feed. 

As the Otter lives exclusively on fish, when it can 
procure them, it frequents lakes, rivers, smaller streams 
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or ponds, and not unfrequently descends to the sea : 
and the havoc which it makes amongst the finny in- 
habitants is almost incredible. In feeding, it holds the 
fish between its fore-paws, eating first the head, and then 
downwards to the vent, leaving the tail. But it is not 
only to those which are necessary for its sustenance that 
its ravages are restricted, — for, as honest Izaak Walton 
says very truly, " The Otter devours much fish, and kills 
and spoils much more than he eats." 

The accounts which some writers have given of its 
habits are greatly exaggerated. We read of its exca- 
vating a very artificial habitation, burrowing under 
ground to a considerable distance; making the aper- 
ture of its retreat always under water, and working 
upwards, forming here and there a lodge, or dry resting- 
place, till it reaches the surface of the ground at the 
extremity of its burrow, and making there a breathing- 
hole, always in the middle of a bush or thicket.* This 
statement is wholly incorrect. The Otter avails itself 
of any convenient excavation, particularly of the hollows 
beneath the overhanging roots of trees which grow on 
the banks of rivers, or any other secure and concealed 
hole near its fishing haunt ; though in some cases it 
fixes its retreat at some distance from the water, and, 
when driven by a scanty supply of fish, it has been 
accused of resorting far inland, to the neighbourhood of 
the farmyard, and attacking lambs, sucking-pigs, and 
poultry, — thus assuming for a time the habits of its 
more terrestrial congeners. This we believe, however, 



* It 18 worthy of remark that this erroneous aoooont of the retreat of the 
Otter is almost exactly similar to the haant of the Omithorhynchas, as de- 
acrihed by Mr. GFeorge Bennett, in the Transactions of the Zoological Society ; 
thoagfa the fonner is to be found in books pnblished ages before the latter 
animal was disoorered. 
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it does only when driven from its proper haunts bj 
severe and continued frost. The obvious difficulty of 
making detailed observations on the habits of an ani- 
mal like the Otter, when in its native haunts, will, we 
hope, be sufficient excuse to our readers for the inser- 
tion of the following somewhat trivial remarks, the only 
merit of which consists in their accuracy : — In 1850 we 
observed an old pollard ash standing on the bank of a 
small stream called the Stour, running into the Avon 
near Stratford, which was frequented by an Otter. The 
tree was hollow, and had been partly undermined by the 
action of the water, and its interior rendered accessible 
from the stream, though not from the river-bank. A 
narrow platform, or stair of earth, was the only lodge- 
ment which the tree afforded, and on this, without the 
least interposition of soft or warm material, the Otter 
had evidently, from its padded and smooth appearance, 
been accustomed to lie. The presence of hairs sticking 
upon the moist earth, as well as bones and scales of fish, 
sufficiently indicated the nature of the frequenter of this 
retreat. In order to reach the top of the platform, the 
creature had to climb up the front of it, which being of 
clay, and rendered soft by its contiguity to the water, 
was deeply scored and ground by the Otter's nails. A 
large steel trap was placed on the mud, under water, near 
to the tree, but the only result was that the place was 
abandoned. A short time afterwards our attention was 
called to a well-beaten track through an osier-bed in the 
Avon, a mile or two down stream, evidently the run 
of some large animal, which, coming from the water at 
one end of the bed, passed again into it at the other. 
There could be no doubt that it was the track of an 
Otter, some fragments of fish serving to confirm the 
opinion, which the inspection of the run itself pointed 
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out. Again the trap was brought into requisition, and 
placed under water as before, in such a position that 
it was supposed the Otter would make use of it as a 
stepping-stone, when going into or out of the water. 
However, it proved, as on the former occasion, to be a 
failure, and the trap, remaining undisturbed, was after a 
time removed to the run itself and carefully covered, 
and on the following day was found to contain a female 
Otter, weighing 14 lbs. A few days later another was 
similarly captured, and at the same spot ; a male, weigh- 
ing 18 lbs. We had often heard from the Avon fisher- 
men that the Otter was always observed to travel over 
rather than under or around anything, when passing up 
or down stream, and our own observation in the instance 
just given confirms their statement. It is also asserted 
by these men that an Otter will often travel many miles 
in a single night ; and to this statement, too, we can add 
our own testimony, having on one occasion tracked one 
for several miles in the snow, sometimes on one side of 
the stream, and sometimes on the other ; and occasionally 
it appeared to have proceeded for a distance of a quarter 
of a mile in the water, though apparently not for the 
purpose of securing food, as it had evidently emerged 
from the water, atid at once passed on, on its way. 

It is asserted by some that the Otter confines its haunts 
to the rivers and lakes, never descending to the sea. 
This, however, is a mistake. In the northern parts of 
Scotland they certainly frequent the sea, and extend their 
rambles to a considerable distance from the shore; and 
Mr. Couch, of Folperro, states that '^ in the summer, and 
when the weather will permit, it occupies a retired and 
quiet station where the land stretches into the ocean. 
It swims low in the water, and will go a mile or more 
after its prey. The neighbourhood of a populous bar- 
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bour is a frequent station. Fishes/' continues Mr. CoBchi 
" seem to have an instinctive dread of the Otter ; for I 
am credibly informed that it has been seen to collect 
into a shoal a vast number of trouts in a river^ and to 
drive them before it until the greater part have thrown 
themselves on shore." 

Otter-hunting, formerly one of the most interesting 
and exciting amusements of which the English sportsman 
could boast, has of late years dwindled into the mere 
chase of extirpation. It was in other days pursued with 
much of the pomp and circumstance of regular sport : 
the Dogs were chosen for their perseverance and reso- 
lution ; ''good Otter-hounds," says an old sportsman,— 
and Mr. Daniel mentions a cross between the Harrier 
and a Terrier as producing a good breed for the purpose, 
— " will come chaunting and trailing along by the river- 
side, and will beat every tree-root, every osier-bed, and 
every tuft of bulrushes ; — nay, sometimes they will take 
the water, and beat it like a Spaniel." The huntsmen 
and others of the party carried Otter spears, to strike 
the Otter when driven within their reach ; horsemen and 
footmen joined in the chase ; and the whole company 
formed a cavalcade of no inconsiderable extent and im- 
portance. These scenes are now no longer witnessed, or 
but rarely, in England ; but in Wales the chase of the 
Otter is still kept up with some spirit, in certain roman- 
tic districts of that romantic country. The sketch from 
which the vignette is taken, was kindly drawn for us by 
our lamented friend, the late John Morgan, Esq., and 
forms one of his memoranda of a day's chase of this 
animal amidst the wild and picturesque scenery of 
Glamorganshire. 

In beating for an Otter, it is necessary to mark the 
character and direction of his '' seal/' or footmark, in the 



COMMON OTTER. 173 

mud or soil, as well as the recent or older appearance of 
his ** spraintSy*^ or dung. These signs of his having been 
either remotely or more recently on the spot will afford 
a tolerably certain indication whether the animal be still 
in the neighbourhood, or whether a further search must 
be made for later marks of his presence. When the 
Otter is found, the scene becomes exceedingly animated. 
He instantly takes the water, and dives, remaining a 
long time underneath it, and rising at a considerable 
distance from the place at which he dived. Then the 
anxious watch that is kept of his rising to " vent," the 
steady purpose with which the Dogs follow and bait 
him as he swims, the attempts of the cunning beast to 
drown his assailants, by diving whilst they have fastened 
on him, the baying of the hounds, the cries of the hun- 
ters, and the fierce and dogged resolution with which 
the poor hopeless quarry holds his pursuers at bay, 
inflicting severe, sometimes fatal wounds, and holding 
on with unflinching pertinacity even to the last, — must 
altogether form a scene as animated and exciting as the 
veriest epicure in hunting could desire. 

The return from such a day's sport as this in the 
county of Carmarthen is thus described by a corre- 
spondent of the Sporting Magazine ;*— *' Sitting near the 
window, I beheld approaching the bridge a cavalcade, 
and found it was Squire Lloyd of Glansevin, escorted by 
the gentlemen of the neighbourhood, returning from 
Otter-hunting. The gentlemen in the front rank were 
mounted ; and next the horsemen were three men neatly 
dressed in scarlet coats and white trousers, with long 
spears, on which were suspended three huge Otters. 
Now the huntsman appeared with his well-disciplined 
hounds ; and then followed the cart, with nets, spears, 
and other paraphernalia ; and an old ballad -singer ap- 
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peared in the rear, who sang the praises of the high-bred 
hounds and their worthy master." Alas! that worthy 
" Squire Lloyd of Glansevin," the warlike deeds of 
whose ancestors were doubtless recounted and sung by 
the voices of a score of bards, should have the peaceful 
triumphs of his Otter-hunt chaunted by " an old ballad- 
singer ! " The finest Otter-hunting on record, however, 
is probably that of a party in Essex, who, in the year 
1796, killed nine Otters in one day. 

That the Otter may not only be readily and easily 
tamed and domesticated, but taught to catch and bring 
home fish for its master, is a fact which is so well known, 
and has been so often proved, that it is surprising it 
should not have been more frequently acted upon. From 
Albertus Magnus down to the late excellent Bishop 
Heber, instances have been continually narrated, some of 
which have gone no further than the domestication of pet 
Otters, whilst in others the animal has been rendered a 
useful purveyor of fish for the family table. Amongst 
other writers who have attested similar facts, honest 
Izaak Walton says, *' I pray, sir, save me one [young 
Otter], and I'll try if I can make her tame, as I know 
an ingenious gentleman in Leicestershire, Mr. Nicholas 
Seagrave, has done ; who hath not only made her tame^ 
but to catch fish, and do many other things of much 
pleasure." Albertus Magnus, Aldrovandus, Gesner, and 
others, had asserted it ; yet Bufibn, losing for once his 
accustomed credulity, and running to an opposite extreme, 
refuses to believe in the susceptibility of the Otter to be 
brought to a state of domesticity. The former of these 
writers states that, in Sweden, Otters were kept in the 
houses of the great for the express purpose of catching 
fish, which they would do at a signal from the cook, and 
bring home their provender to be dressed for dinner. 
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Numerous instances have been recorded in later times, 
by Daniel, Bewick, Shaw, and others ; in one of which 
an Otter had been known to take eight or ten salmon in 
a day : and the following passage in the journal of Bishop 
Heber confirms some previous statements, that one of the 
Asiatic species, probably Lutra nair (Fr. Cuv.), may be 
rendered similarly useful : — " We passed, to my surprise, 
a row of no less than nine or ten large and very beautiful 
Otters, tethered with straw collars and long strings to 
bamboo stakes on the banks (of the Matta Colly). Some 
were swimming about at the full extent of their strings, 
or lying half in and half out of the water ; others were 
rolling themselves in the sun on the sandy bank, uttering 
a shrill whistling noise, as if in play. I was told that 
most of the fishermen in this neighbourhood kept one or 
more of these animals, who were almost "as tame as Dogs, 
and of great use in fishing ; sometimes driving the shoals 
into the nets, sometimes bringing out the larger fish with 
their teeth. I was much pleased and interested with the 
sight. It has always been a fancy of mine that the poor 
creatures whom we waste and prosecute to death, for no 
cause but the gratification of our cruelty, might, by 
reasonable treatment, be made the sources of abundant 
amusement and advantage to us.*' This interesting ac- 
count justifies the conclusion drawn by the good prelate 
from the scene that so much delighted him, that '^ the 
simple Hindoo shows here a better taste and judgment 
than half the Otter-hunting and Badger-baiting gentry 
of England.'* With such instances as these before us, 
there seems to be no reason why this animal, so tractable 
and docile as it is proved to be, should not be very 
generally domesticated for the purposes of sport, or 
employed by fishermen as a means of assisting them in 
their calling. 
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The method which has been recommended to train 
them to this purpose is as follows: — They should be 
procured as young as possible, and they are at first fed 
with small fish and water. Then bread-and-milk is to be 
alternated with the fish, and the proportion of the former 
gradually increased till they are led to live entirely on 
bread-and-milk. They are then taught to fetch and carry, 
exactly as dogs are trained to the same trick ; and when 
they are brought to do this with ease and docility, a leather 
fish stuffed with wool is employed for the purpose. They 
are afterwards exercised with a dead fish, and chastised if 
they disobey or attempt to tear it ; and finally, they are 
sent into the water after living ones. In this way, 
although the process is somewhat tedious, it is believed 
that the Otter may be certainly domesticated, and rendered 
subservient to our use. 

The fur of the Otter is very much valued in many 
other countries, but has been less employed in England. 
Great numbers of the skins of the American Otter are 
annually imported here, to be again exported to the 
North of Europe, &c.* 

The female goes with young nine weeks, and produces 
from three to five young ones, in March or April. The 
nest is formed of grass and other herbage, and is usually 
placed in some hole in the bank of a river, protected 
either by the overhanging of the bank, or by the pro- 
jecting roots of a tree. 

The habits of the Otter, and its rank fishy taste, have 

* The numl)er of Otter-skins imported into this conntry in 

1830 was 713,116 

1831 „ 494,067 

1832 „ 222,493 

1833 „ 23,889 

After September Ist, 1883, the daty was redaccd from \d. each to Ijl per 
hundred, since whicli we believe the importation has gradoallj incrcMcd, 
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procured for it the distinction of being permitted by the 
Church of Rome to be eaten on maigre days. The quiet 
humour of good old Izaak Walton could not rest without 
a sly hit at this fact : — 

" Piscatar. I pray, honest huntsman, let me ask you a 
pleasant question : do you hunt a beast, or a fish ? 

''Hunt. Sir, it is not in my power to resolve you ; yet 
I leave it to be resolved by the College of Carthusians, 
who have made vows never to eat flesh. But I have 
heard the question hath been debated among many great 
clerks, and they seem to differ about it ; yet most agree 
that her tail is fish : and if her body be fish too, then I 
may say that a fish will walk upon land (for an Otter 
does so), sometimes five or six or ten miles in a night.** 

Now, were we to adopt the reference recommended by 
honest Izaak, the description of this animal would have 
fallen within the province of our late lamented friend, 
Mr. Yanell, rather than ours ; for, says Pennant, " in the 
kitchen of the Carthusian convent near Dijon, we saw 
one preparing for the dinner of the religious of that 
rigid order, who, by their rules, are prohibited during 
their whole lives the eating of flesh.** 

In Daniel's Rural Sports occurs the following notice 
of a spotted variety of the Otter : — " In Scotland the 
vulgar have an opinion that there is a king or leader 
among the Otters, spotted with white, and larger. They 
believe that it is never killed without the sudden death 
of a man or of some animal at the same instant ; that its 
skin is endowed with great virtue as an antidote against 
infection, a preservative of the warrior from wounds, and 
ensures the mariner from all disasters upon the sea.** In 
Stoddart*s work on Angling, a similar notice occurs ; 
and Mr. Blyth, when living at Tooting, favoured us with 
the foUowing information :—" On my inquiry of an 

A A 
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Aberdeenshire friend if he knew of the Spotted Otter, 
he at once answered that he supposed I meant the King 
of the Otters ; showing that at least it is currently 
known. My friend even knew of a rivulet where one 
had been taken, though he himself had never seen iu" 
It is doubtless the same variety as that mentioned by 
Desmarest, and stated by Lesson to have been found near 
Paris. The specimen alluded to is in the Museum of 
the Jardin des Plantes, and is of a lively yellowish brown 
colour, whitish brown beneath ; the sides of the head, 
the tliroat, and the upper parts of the neck, whiUsh ; 
and the whole of the upper part of the fur irregularly 
spotted with pure white. It is by no means rare to see 
an Otter having a few white spots, though they are 
rarely as much marked as the one above mentioned. It 
appears to be a variety analogous to that which often 
occurs in birds having a few white feathers, which at the 
moulting period are often lost, and replaced by others of 
ordinary colour. This variety should not be confounded 
with albinism, which is retained for life. 

There is in the Museum of the Zoological Society of 
London a beautiful specimen of an Irish Otter, presented 
by Mr. Ogilby, who considers it to be a distinct species 
from that of England. '^ On account of the intensity of 
its colouring, which approaches nearly to black, both on 
the upper and under surface ; of the less extent of the 
pale colour beneath the throat, as compared with the 
Common Otter as it exists in England; and of some 
difference in the size of the ears, and the proportions of 
other parts ; Mr. Ogilby has long considered tlie Irish 
Otter as constituting a distinct species; and he feels 
strengthened in this view of the subject by the pecu- 
liarity of its habits and manners. It is, in fact, to a 
considerable extent a marine animal, being found chiefly 
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along the coast of the county of Antrim^ living in hol- 
lows and caverns formed by the scattered masses of the 
basaltic columns of that coasts and constantly betaking 
itself to the sea when alarmed or hunted. It feeds 
chiefly on the salmon ; and as it is consequently injurious 
to the fishery, a premium is paid for its destruction, and 
there are many persons who make a profession of hunting 
it, earning a livelihood by the reward paid for it, and 
by disposing of its skin." Mr. Ogilby had not had an 
opportunity of comparing it minutely with the Common 
Otter, or of examining its osteology ; until this had been 
done, it was premature to admit it as a distinct species ; 
and we may be allowed to add, that in the stuffed speci- 
men above mentioned, we have not found characters 
sufficiently distinct to lead to the belief that it is more 
than a very dark and handsome variety of the common 
species; and in this opinion of its identity with the 
common species, we are supported by that of Prof. 
Blasius. The Otters of Zetland are equally marine in 
their habits, and judging from two beautiful skins pre- 
sented by John Bruce, Esq., of Sumburgh, they are 
almost as dark-coloured : these skins are evidently larger 
than those usually found in England, and the fur is 
nearly as fine as those imported from America. The 
size of the Otter varies considerably even in England. 
The usual weight of a fine male is from twenty to twenty- 
four pounds ; that of the female, about four pounds less ; 
but Pennant records one which was found in the year 
1794 in the river Lea, between Hertford and Ware, the 
weight of which was forty pounds. The Otter has been 
met with in China, in the Amoor River, and given in the 
work which we have before quoted by Dr. Leopold Von 
Schrenck, on the Mammalia of that district, together 
with another species, the Lutra aterrima of Pallas. 

A A 2 
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>[:ce which, iiifest them. Those only who have witnessed 
the duliiiniisoas numbers in which these little pests are 
found, ia wheat-ricks espfciallT, and have seen the man- 
ner in which the interior is scunetimes drilled, as it were, 
in every direction by their runs, can at all appreciate the 
smoun: of their depredations ; * and surely the occasional 
abduction of a chicken or a duckling, supposing it to be 
even much more frequently chargeable against the Weasel 
than it really is, would be but a trifling set-off against 
the benefit produced by the destruction of those swarms 
of little thieves. 

The Weasel climbs trees with tolerable facility, and 
surprises birds on the nest, sucks the eggs, or carries off 
the young, and will creep, as we know from personal 
observation, along the boughs and twigs of a hawthorn 
hedge in search of the nests. It has been asserted that 
it attacks and destroys snakes : this, however, we believe 
to be entirely erroneous. We have tried the experiment 
by placing a Weasel and a common snake together in a 
large cage, in which the former had the opportunity of 
retiring into a small box in which it was accustomed to 
sleep. The mutual fear of the two animals kept them at 
a respectful distance from each other ; the snake, how- 
ever, exhibiting quite as much disposition to be the as- 
sailant as its more formidable companion. At length 
the Weasel gave the snake an occasional slight bite on 
the side or on the nose, without materially injuring it, 
and evidently without any instinctive desire to feed upon 
it; and at length, after they had remained two or three 
hours together, in the latter part of which they appeared 

• A friend of ours assures as that at least three bushels of different speeiea 
of Mice have been killed out of one wheat -rick. We hare ouraelrea often seen 
great numlHjrs killed on the removal of a rick. But, with few exceptions, they 
have l»ccn of the common species, Mvs mutculus. 
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almost indifferent to each other's presence^ we took the 
poor snake away and killed it. 

Far different was this Weasel's conduct when a Mouse 
was introduced into the cage : it instantly issued from its 
little box, and, in a moment^ one single bite on the head 
pierced the brain, and laid the Mouse dead without a 
struggle or a cry. We have observed that when the 
Weasel seizes a small animal, at the instant that the 
fatal bite is inflicted, it throws its long lithe body over 
its prey, so as to secure it should the first bite fail ; an 
accident, however, which we have never observed to occur 
when a Mouse has been the victim. The power which 
the Weasel has of bending the head at right angles with 
the long and flexible, though powerful neck, gives it 
g^reat advantage in this mode of seizing and killing its 
smaller prey. It also frequently assumes this position 
when raising itself on the hinder legs to look around. 

The disposition which has been attributed to the 
Weasel of sucking the blood of its prey, has, we believe, 
been generally much exaggerated. Some persons have 
positively denied the existence of such a propensity, and 
our own observation, as far as it goes, would tend to 
confirm that refutation of the commonly received notion. 
The first gripe is given on the head, the tooth in ordinary 
cases piercing the brain, which it is the Weasel's first act 
of epicurism to cat clean from the skull. The carcase is 
then hidden near its haunt, to be resorted to when 
required, and part of it often remains until it is nearly 
putrid. 

The Weasel pursues its prey with facility into small 
holes, and amongst the close and tangled herbage of 
coppices, thickets, and hedgerows. It follows the Mole 
and the Field Mouse in their runs ; it threads the mazes 
formed in the wheat-rick by the colonies of Mice which 
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infest it ; and its long flexible body, its extraordinary 
length of necky the closeness of its fur, and its extreme 
agility and quickness of movementy combine to adapt it 
to such habits, in which it is also much aided by its 
power of hunting by scent, — a quality which it partakes 
in an equal degree with the Stoat. In pursuing a Rat or 
a Mouse, therefore, it not only follows it as long as it 
remains within sight, but continues the chase after it has 
disappeared, with the head raised a little above the 
ground, following the exact track recently taken by its 
destined prey. Should it lose the scent, it returns to 
the point where it was lost, and quarters the ground with 
great diligence till it has recovered it ; and thus, by dint 
of perseverance, will ultimately hunt down a swifter and 
even a stronger animal than itself. But this is not all. 
In the pertinacity of its pursuit, it will readily take the 
water, and swim with great ease after its prey. 

It is, however, sometimes itself the prey of hawks; 
but the following fact shows that violence and rapine, 
even when accompanied by superior strength, are not 
always a match for the ingenuity of an inferior enemy. 
As a gentleman of the name of Pinder, then residing at 
Bloxworth, in Dorsetshire, was riding over his grounds, 
he saw, at a short distance from him, a kite pounce on 
some object on the ground, and rise with it in bis talons. 
In a few moments, however, the kite began to show signs 
of great uneasiness, rising rapidly in the air, or as quickly 
falling, and wheeling irregularly round, whilst it was 
evidently endeavouring to force some obnoxious thing 
from it with its feet. After a short but sharp contest, 
the kite fell suddenly to the earth, not far from where 
Mr. Pinder was intently watching the manceuvre. He 
instantly rode up to the spot, when a Weasel ran away 
from the kite, apparently unhurt, leaving the bird dead. 
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with a hole eaten through the skin under the wing, and 
the large blood-vessels of the part torn through. A 
similar anecdote is related in Loudon's Magazine of 
Natural History, where the dramatis persona were a Stoat 
and an eagle; but the truth of it appears not to be 
vouched for by the narrator. Of the accuracy of the 
present fact there is, however, no doubt, as we knew 
Mr. Pinder well, and have often heard the circumstance 
related. 

The female Weasel is much smaller than the male, and 
is no doubt the ** little reddish beast, not much bigger 
than a Field Mouse, but much longer," mentioned by 
White in his Natural History of Selboume, and called 
•*Cane'* by the people of that district. It is known in 
Surrey also by the name of ** Kine," as Mr. Blyth has 
informed us. We have received specimens of this animal 
from several parts of England, and find, as may be sup- 
posed, that it is nothing more than tlie female Weasel 
of unusually small size. She brings forth four, or more 
frequently five young, and is said to have two or three 
litters in a year. The nest is composed of dry leaves 
and herbage, and is warm and dry, being usually placed 
in a hole in a bank, in a dry ditch, or a hollow tree. 
She will defend her young with the utmost desperation 
against any assailant, and sacrifice her own life rather 
than desert them ; and even when the nest is torn up by 
a Dog, rushing out with great fury, and fastening upon 
his nose or lips. 

We have ourselves had several opportunities of ob- 
serving the nest of the Weasel, and in, every instance it 
was placed in a hole in the ground, which from its size 
had much the appearance of having been constructed 
by the animal herself. The smallest number of young 
observed was four^ and the greatest six. Seating our- 
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selves on one occasion in a place of concealment, near 
one of these nests^ we saw the parent bring, in a little 
more than an hour, five Mice for her young, which were 
playing in and out of the hole. On the arrival of the 
mother with the fifth, we shouted, causing a hasty retreat, 
the Mouse, which we wished to examine, being left be- 
hind. It proved to be a full-grown specimen of the 
Field Vole, Arvicola agrestis^ and from the general resem- 
blance which all bore to this one, we have no doubt that 
they were of the same species. They were carried by 
the neck, with the body hanging in front of the animal's 
breast, and not in either instance dragged on the ground; 
and it was very curious and interesting to see the little 
creature come marching along v^ith her load, and with 
neck elevated into a vertical position to hold it high 
enough to be clear of the ground. Nothing can exceed — 
scarcely perhaps equal — the playfulness of a nest of 
Weasels about three-fourths grown. Kittens and pup- 
pies are proverbially playful, but they are no match 
in this respect with the young creatures of which we 
are now speaking. They will take hold of each other, 
and roll over and over with such rapidity, and cut so 
many antics, that the eye can scarcely follow their move- 
ments ; and then, perhaps, darting into their hole, one 
after another, will in a few moments again appear, and 
repeating their gambols again disappear, and so on, until 
the arrival of the mother, when all will follow her into 
the hole, and remain there for some time after she has 
again gone forth in quest of more food. We have 
always observed that the young, even when fully three- 
fourths grown, venture only a few yards from the hole, 
and make not the least attempt to purvey for themselves. 
Sometimes, though rarely, the Weasel becomes white 
in the winter ; and the tail, though paler than at other 
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times, always retains its reddish tinge, as that of the 
Ermine does its black tip. In this state it is the 
M. nivalu of Linnaeus. One which we received from 
the extreme north of Scotland had two white spots on 
each side of the nose, which it retained through the 
summer. 

The name is Teutonic ; the Anglo-Saxon word being 
" Wesle,*'and the Danish" Vaesel ;" which latter, however, 
is equally applied to the Ermine. 

We have chosen to retain the generic appellation 
Muitela for the present form, in preference to Putorius, 
applied to it as a sub-genus by Cuvier, because we con- 
sider it as the type of the family ; for which reason also, 
the word Maries having been assigned by Ray to the 
Martens, we have retained it for that genus instead of 
Musiela. Count Keyserling and Professor Blasius, in 
their work on the European Vertebrata, " Die Wirbel- 
theire Europas,'* have rejected the genus Maries^ and 
made use of the old Linnsean one, Mustela, for the Mar- 
tens; whilst for animals of which we are now treating 
they have formed a new genus called Fietorius. We see 
no sufficient reason, however, for rejecting the name of 
Maries^ assigned by Ray to the Martens, and shall con- 
tinue the same generic names for this group which were 
made use of in the former edition of this work. 

It will be unnecessary for us to mention specially the 
different countries in which the Weasel is found, except- 
ing to state that it is distributed over the whole of 
Europe, and has been met with near the Amoor River 
by Dr. Von Schrenck. 

The general form and aspect of the Weasel show it 
to be typical in the group of vermiform Carnivora. The 
body is extremely slender and arched ; the head small 
and flattened ; the eyes black, and remarkably quick 
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and lively ; the ears short and rounded : the neck ii 
very long, being but little shorter than the trunk, and 
very flexible; the tail short, not one-third the length 
of the head and body, smaller than that of the rest of 
the genus, and without the termiDal tuft of long hair 
which exists in the Stoat; legs short, and furred to the 
end of the toea; fur short and close. The colour of 
the upper part of the head, neck, and body, the tail, 
the feet, and the outer surface of the legs, is a light 
reddish brown ; the whole of the inferior parts quite 
white. Dimensions : — 

Inch. Unes. Inch LI— 

Length of the hewl and bod; (of tLe ttial«) S 9 (of the female) 7 

„ of the heiul „ 19 „ 14 

„ ofthecaiB „ 4 „ OS 

„ of tie tail ,, 2 « ,, 9 
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STOAT, STOUT, GREATER WEASEL. 

Muslcla erminea. (Linn.) 

Sprrijtf: Cftnrodfr.— Body reddish brown above, white hen^ilh (in winitr 
~ partiikllj whiM) ; extremity of the tnil black, 

iwnra, hiss. Pn. Sum. II. p. fl, n. 17.— Ryat. Nut. I. p. 68. 
Diaiiiii. Mammal, p. ISO, ep. 2TT. Fr. CcvIES, in 
Dirt, des So. Nf^^. XXIX. p. 250. Flkm. Brit. An. 
p. 13. Jentrb, Brit, Vert, p. 13- 
SsiT, Qen. Zool. I. p. 429, t. icii. 
, Rbts. kdJ Bi,19. Wirbelth. Eunip, pp. 09, US. Blah. 
Wirbeltb. Dentwh. I. p. S28. 



betoriM Ermin 
In the E 



OS, Hiat. Kill, Vn. p. 210, t. xxxi. I. 1. 
Pw!i. Brit. Zool. p. 84. 
In the winler dren : — 
pjtrmiitt, BiirTon, 1. «. p. 240, t. nil. f. S. 
n.W, Fern, 1, c, p. SI. 

The Uabita of the Stoat or Ermine, in tliis country at 
iteast, differ from those of the Weasel, principally with 
relation to the difference of size. Although tnncli more 
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destructive than that animal to poultry and to game, the 
favourite object of its pursuit is the Common Rat, the 
Water Vole, and the Rabbit ; as that of the Weasel is 
the different species of Mice. Although prevented from 
following the latter little pests into their runs, which 
are often not much larger than their own bodies, 
the Stoat nevertheless destroys a great many, as we 
have seen a considerable number of Mice brought by 
a female Stoat to her young ones ; but perhaps the 
portability of the prey may in this instance have been 
considered. It occasionally attacks Hares, even when 
full-grown, pursuing them with the utmost pertin.. 
city, and hunting them down by dint of its indefatiga- 
ble perseverance. The late Rev. F. W. Hope in- 
formed us that on one occasion, when shooting in Shrop- 
shire, he heard at a short distance the shrill loud scream 
of a Hare, which he concluded was just caught in a 
poacher's springe. On running towards the spot from 
which the sound proceeded, he saw a Hare limping off, 
greatly distressed, with something attached to the side 
of the throat, which a nearer approach showed to be a 
Stoat. The Hare made its way into the brushwood with 
its enemy still holding on. The following anecdote, 
related to us by the late Mr. Wells, of Redleaf, in 
Kent, affords another remarkable instance of the tenacity 
with which the Stoat retains its hold on its prey, and at 
the same time offers a somewhat ludicrous example of 
the real value of newspaper art-criticism : — Being on a 
visit to that gentleman, one of the beautiful Landseers 
in his fine collection having attracted our attention, he 
gave the following relation respecting it. Some years 
before, Mr. (now Sir Edwin) Landseer, being at Redleaf, 
the keeper brought in a dying Hare, with a Stoat still 
hanging to its throat. Th^ painter seized the oppor- 
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tunityy and immediately made a sketcli of the curious 
group which he afterwards elaborated, with his unrivalled 
talenty into the beautiful picture which was now the 
object of our admiration. The picture was duly exhi- 
bited at the Royal Academy; and in the ordinary 
critique on the exhibition which appeared in one of the 
papers of the day, was the following notice of it : — 
" No — • We do not consider this one of Mr. Landseer's 
bappiest efforts. We never saw a Rabbit so large, nor a 
Ferret of this colour ! '' It is a curious fact^ that the 
Hare, when pursued by the Stoat, does not betake itself 
to its natural means of escape, its fleetness of foot, 
wbich would in a few seconds carry it out of all danger 
from its little enemy, and which it always employs when 
escaping from the chase of Dogs or of the Fox ; on the 
contrary, it hops languidly along, evidently aware of 
tbe Stoat's approach, yet as if incapable of exerting its 
powers to avoid the impending destruction. Whether 
this arises from a stupid indifference, or from not appre- 
ciating its danger, or, on the other hand, from intense 
terror, producing an effect similar to that miscalled fasci- 
nation, which the small bright eye of the Rattlesnake 
excites in its helpless victims, it is perhaps difficult to 
decide. 

We are, however, somewhat disposed to believe that 
tbe apathy proceeds from a silly ignorance of danger, 
as we have seen a Hare watching the approach of a Stoat, 
apparently with great curiosity, and certainly without 
tbe least appearance of fear, and occasionally sitting up 
on her hind legs, to get a better view. The actions of 
the Stoat, meanwhile, were not less remarkable than 
those of the Hare. Instead of making a direct approach, 
it committed a hundred extravagant movements, rolling 
over and over, leaping up, and even turning summersaults, 

C C 



194 MUSTEUD^. 

but nevertheless gradually approaching its victim^ which, 
excepting for our interference, it would doubtless have 
shortly pounced upon and destroyed. 

The Stoat is certainly one of the boldest animals of 
its size. It pursues its prey with the greatest intrepidity, 
even into circumstances of considerable danger, and, 
like the Weasel, will follow it into the water : it will 
also cross the water for the purpose of besieging the 
haunts of the Water Vole, Arvicola amphibms, of which 
it destroys great numbers. In swimming, '' it lifts the 
head and neck well out of the water, like a Dog.** That 
the Stoat is also an expert climber, the following state- 
ment will fully show: — Mr. W. B. Tomes being attracted 
by the clamour of some sparrows in a tree, on looking 
up, saw some brown object projecting from the entrance 
of a nest of one of these birds, which was in the top 
branches of the tree. A shot from his fowling-pieoe 
brought down a Stoat, whose fore parts had been con- 
cealed within the nest, the contents of which the animal 
was doubtless making free with. We saw the tree 
shortly afterwards, — an ash, with a clear bole of ten 
inches in diameter, such as we should have thought it 
scarcely possible for a Stoat to ascend. It himta its 
prey by scent j — a fact observed by the father of the 
author of our former edition very many years since, and 
more recently stated by our friend Mr. Hogg, in his 
interesting paper on the habits of the Stoat, to which we 
shall have occasion again to refer. In short, in all these 
circumstances, its habits are exactly similar to those of 
the Weasel. Like that animal, too, it is known often to 
make use of the excavations of the Mole for ita winter 
retreats. 

Of all the animals with which we are acquainted, the 
Stoat is the most playful. Not even the lively Squirrel, 
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nor yet the Weasel (so long noted for its activity and 
▼igilance, as to have furnished a theme for a popular 
Bong^ and an equally well-known proverb), can vie with 
the Stoat in the activity and eccentricity of its gambols. 
We have occasionally seen one on a bit of bare ground, 
or closely browsed turf, suddenly dart off into the most 
extravagant antics imaginable, running at top speed in 
every direction, backward and forward, lunging from 
aide to side in its course, and alternately showing its 
brown back and white belly ; then, perhaps, rolling over 
and over, leaping into the air, or turning a summersault, 
and then back again, forming a double summersault; 
and at last, perhaps, bounding off and away in a series 
of leaps, which scarcely any other creature of its size 
could accomplish. 

But it is not merely when disposed for a game of 
play that the Stoat will show these antics. We have 
already alluded to the playful demeanour of one when 
within sight of a Hare ; and we may here further remark 
that the same propensity is often exhibited when in the 
energetic pursuit of prey. The scent — to use a sporting 
phrase — is frequently followed by making a series of 
casts, backward and forward, across the direct line, and 
at each double the Stoat will make a leap or turn a 
summersault. 

The female brings about five young ones in the month 
of April or May. 

We have seen the young ones, about the haymaking 

season, of nearly the size of the mother, but showing 

not the least inclination to cater for themselves, spending 

the whole of the time when she was absent foraging, in 

playing with each other near the mouth of the hole, 

which in all the instances we have met with was in a dry 

bank. 
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The winter change of colour which this species so 
universally assumes in northern climates, is not onlj 
matter of much interest to the naturalist and the phy- 
siologist, but, as we shall presently see, of considerable 
importance also in a commercial point of view. The 
whole of the coloured parts of the fur become of the 
purest white, excepting the extremity of the tail, which 
remains permanently black ; and the under parts retain 
a slight yellowish tinge. This is effected, not by the 
loss of the summer coat and the substitution of a new 
one for the winter, but by the actual change of colour 
in the existing fur. It is not easy to offer a satis* 
factory theory for this phenomenon, but we may per- 
haps conclude that it arises from a similar cause to that 
which produces the grey hair of senility in man, and 
some other animals : of this instances have occurred in 
which the whole hair has become white in the course of 
a few hours, from excessive grief, anxiety, or fear ; and 
the access of very sudden and severe cold has been 
known to produce, almost as speedily, the winter change 
in animals of those species which are prone to it. This 
transition from one state of the coat to the other does 
not take place through any gradation of shade in the 
general hue, but by patches here and there of the winter 
colour intermixed with that of the summer, giving a pied 
covering to the animal. 

In northern latitudes, even in the alpine districts of 
Scotland, this change is universal ; but farther south it 
becomes an occasional, and even rare, occurrence. In 
Northumberland, Durham, and other counties in the 
north of England, it is very frequent, although far 
from general ; in Lincolnshire, Cambridgeshire, and the 
Midland Counties generally, it is sometimes seen ; and 
there are two specimens of the Ermine in the Museum 
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of the Philosophical Society of Cambridge taken in that 
county. Mr. Couch, of Polperro, states that he has seen 
it more than once in Cornwall. 

An intelligent labourer at Selboume, whose habits of 
life formerly gave him greater opportunity of observing 
the fera naturd than would be strictly legal, assures us 
that he has repeatedly seen the Stoat in its white dress, 
and occasionally in its pied or transition colours, in that 
neighbourhood. One in this state of partial change, 
killed on Selboume Hill, we have ourselves presented 
to the Alton Museum. 

It appears to be established that, whatever may be the 
change which takes place in the structure of the hair, 
upon which the alteration of colour immediately depends, 
this transition from the summer to the winter colours is 
primarily occasioned by actual change of temperature, 
and not by the mere advance of the season. The obser- 
vations of our friend John Hogg, Esq., contained partly 
in an excellent paper on the subject in the fifth volume 
of Loudon's *' Magazine of Natural History,*' and partly 
in a letter with which he has favoured us since the pub- 
lication of that paper, tend amply to confirm this view of 
the matter. " Within the last nine years," says Mr. 
Hogg, writing from the county of Durham, " I have had 
the good fortune to meet with two Ermines alive, and in 
two of the most different winters that have occurred for 
a great many years : the one was in the extremely severe 
winter of January to March, 1823, and the other was in 
the almost as extremely mild January of the present year 
(18S2). In consequence of the months of December, 1831, 
and January, 1832, having been so extremely mild, I was 
greatly surprised to find this Stoat clothed in his winter 
fur ; and the more so, because I had seen, about three 
weeks or a month before, a Stoat in its summer coat or 
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brown fur. I was therefore naturally led to consider 
whether the respective situations, which the brown and 
white Stoats seen by me this warm winter inhabited, 
could alone account for the diiSerence of the colours of 
their fur in any clear and satisfactory manner* The 
situation, then, where the brown Stoat was seen, is in 
N. lat. 54'' 32' nearly, and W. long. P 19' nearly, upon 
a plain elevated a very few feet above the level of the 
river Tees, in the county of Durham. Again, the place 
where I met with the Ermine, or white Stoat, on the 
23rd of January, 1832, is in the North Riding of York- 
shire, m N, lat. 54^ 12' nearly, and W. long. P Iff 
nearly : it is situated at a very considerable elevation, 
and in the immediate neighbourhood of the lofty moor- 
lands called the Hambledon Hills. These constitute 
the south-western range of the Cleveland Hills, which 
rise in height from 1,100 feet to 1,200 feet above the sea. 
At the time, the Ermine was making its way towards the 
hills, where, no doubt, he lived, or frequently haunted ; 
and, consequently, the great coldness of the atmosphere, 
even in so mild a winter, upon so elevated and bleak a 
spot as that moorland, would satisfactorily account for 
the appearance of the animal in its white fur ; although 
the place is, in a direct line, more than twenty-three miles 
distant to the south of the fields near the Tees inhabited 
by the brown Stoat.'' 

We have repeatedly seen the Stoat in Warwickshire 
more or less marked with white ; and having examined a 
considerable number of specimens, can from our own ex- 
perience make a pretty accurate statement of the com- 
mencement and progress of the change in the colour of 
the fur, which occasions this piebald and peculiar appear- 
ance. The first indications of alteration in colour are 
such as might readily escape observation. It is on the 



ERMINE WEASEL. 199 

basal or brown part of the tail and on the toes that the 
white first makes its appearance ; and after this, the white 
of the belly extends upwards on the animars sides, thus 
destroying the regularity of the line where the brown and 
white meet; about the same time the limbs become 
powdered with white. A more advanced stage shows the 
limbs and root of the tail white, and the brown of the 
back reduced to a narrow stripe, excepting on the rump, 
which, with the head and hind neck, is the latest to 
change ; and, in fact, these parts rarely become quite 
white in this country. 

The following statement of an experiment recorded in 
the account of the former voyage of Captain Ross to the 
Polar regions, offers an interesting confirmation of the 
theory above offered, though the animal which was the 
subject of it belonged to a very different group. It was 
the Hudson^s Bay Lemming : — 

'* As it retained its summer fur, I was induced to try 
the effect of exposing it to the winter temperature. It 
was accordingly placed on deck in a cage on the 1st of 
February ; and next morning, after having been exposed 
to a temperature of 30° below zero, the fur on the cheeks 
and a patch on each shoulder had become perfectly white. 
On the following day the patches on the shoulders had 
extended considerably, and the posterior part of the body 
and flanks had turned to a dirty white. At the end of a 
week it was entirely white, with the exception of a dark 
band across the shoulders, prolonged posteriorly down to 
the middle of the back." It is unnecessary to pursue 
the details of this cruel but conclusive experiment 
further; it obviously proves that a low temperature 
alone is sufficient to blanch the fur in such animals as are 
susceptible of such a change. It also clearly shows that 
the view which we have taken of the mode in which this 
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change takes place, by the actual change of colour in the 
existing fur, is the true one. 

But what is the final cause of this curious phenome- 
non ? What object connected with the well-being of 
the subjects of it does it effect in their favour? One 
object, undoubtedly, is the safety they obtain by the 
concealment afforded them, by an approximation to the 
colour of the earth's winter covering. The Ptarmigan, 
the Alpine Hare, and many other mammalia and birds, 
are all more or less liable to become the prey of rapacioos 
birds or quadrupeds, which are directed in the chase by 
their sight. The mottled browns which form the prin- 
cipal summer colours of these creatures, are well adapted 
for their concealment amongst the brown heaths and fern 
of the summer and autumn ; but such colours would 
render them conspicuous by contrast amongst the snows 
of winter. 

But this, though perhaps the most obvious^ is not the 
most important advantage gained by the assumption of 
the white clothing in the winter season. It is too well 
known to require more than an allusion, that although 
the darker colours absorb heat to a greater degree than 
lighter ones, so that dark-coloured clothing is much 
warmer than light-coloured, when the wearer is exposed 
to the sun*s rays — the radiation of heat is also much 
greater from dark than from light-coloured surfaces, and 
consequently the animal heat from within is more com- 
pletely retained by a white than by a dark covering ; 
the temperature, therefore, of an animal having white fur, 
would continue more equable than that of one clothed 
in darker colours, although the latter would enjoy a 
greater degree of warmth whilst exposed to the sun*t 
influence. Thus the mere presence of a degree of cold, 
sufficient to prove hurtful, if not fatal, to the animal, is 
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itself the immediate cause of such change in its condi- 
tion as shall at once negative its injurious influence. 

This winter change of the fur, and the permanency of 
the black colour of the tail, render the fur of the Ermine 
one of the most beautiful and valuable. When made up, 
the tails are inserted, one to each skin, at regular dis- 
tances, and in the quincunx order ; and the pure white 
of the skin is thus relieved and set off by the rich black 
of the tail. It is not only much used for the winter 
garments of ladies, but it forms the distinctive doubling 
of the robes of state of kings and nobles, as well as of 
their crowns and coronets. The early employment of 
this fur for such uses occasioned its introduction amongst 
the tinctures of heraldry, in which it is frequently 
adopted, either as the ground of the shield, or the colour 
of the bearings. 

The few specimens of the fur which could be obtained 
in this country, even in the northern parts of the island, 
are very inferior, in beauty and value, to those which 
are imported from those far northern climates in which 
they abound, as Russia, Norway, Siberia, and Lapland ; 
where they must be exceedingly numerous, as our own im- 
portation alone in 1833 amounted to 105,139. The great 
superiority of these northern skins consists in the fur 
being longer, thicker, and of a purer and brighter colour. 

Besides being generally distributed in Europe, the Stoat 
has been met with by the Russian naturalist. Dr. Yon 
Schrenck, in the vicinity of the Amoor River, in China. 

The derivation of the word Stoat is very probably, as 
Skinner has it, from the Belgic " Stout," bold ,* and the 
name is so pronounced in Cambridgeshire and in some 
other parts of England to the present time. Gwillim, 
in his " Display of Heraldrie," gives the following etymo- 
logy of Ermine : — ** This is a little beast, lesse than a 
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Squirrel), that hath his being in the woods of the land 
of Armenia, whereof hee taketh hia Dame." 

The Stoat is about one-third larger than the Weaael, 
which in its form it almost exactly resemble* ; the head 
is a little broader in proportion to its length, and the 
tail longer. The upper part of the head, neck, and body, 
and the greater pai't of the tail, are of a pale reddish- 
brown colour ; the under parts white, with a very al^t 
tinge of yellow ; margins of the ears and toes white ; tip 
of the tail black, and somewhat bushy. In the winter, 
the whole of the body becomes white, slightly til^fed 
with yellow, the extremity of the tail remaining penna- 
nently black. In the autumn and in the spring it is 
found pied with patches of the summer colour, inter- 
mixed with the while of winter. Dimensions: — 
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FITCH ET WEASEL. 

FITCHEW, POLRCAT, FOUMART, FU 

MiaUla pulurius. 

Speci/U CSororier.— Fur long, dBrk l.i'own on th 
bumth ; head blaekieli, witb white ipoU bbout the ui 

-third ths leugtli of the hiuul luid Iwdj. 
MfuHtta putoriia, Likn. Fn. Bum. II. I. 8.— Syst. Nat. I, jj. I(i7. Desmju. 
H&mnuU. p. 1T7, ep. 271. Fleu. llrit. An, ]i. U. 
Jkkths, Hrit. Vert. p. 11. 
LKasoN, Man. p. Hi. 
Vtrtrra putoriun, 8u*w, Gun. Zool. I. p. ilS, t. luviii, 
Fotloriiu pulonui,KEit.aitd Ulab. Wirbeltli. Buroii. p. 62. Bljs. Wirbekli 

DeabHli, p. 222. 
Pubti; ISciruic, Sist. Nnt. V'll. p. 199, t. i^iiii. 

Filehel Weaicl, FEKlrAlrT. Brit. Zool. I. p. b», t. vi. 
PoUitai, Siuw, tioD. Zool. I. c. 

The Fitchet, Fitcbtr, or, as il is more frequently 
termed, llie Polecat, although smaller than eitlier of the 
Martens, is the largest of tlie indigenous species of the 
restricted genus Muslela, In its habits it grentiy re- 
sembles the two former species ; but instead of being 
contented with the lesser quadrupeds and birds, it ultacka 
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RabbitSi Hares, or Partridges, and commits great ravages 
in the lien-house or poultry-jard, where it destroys great 
numbers, not only of chickens and ducklings, but of full- 
grown poultry ; and even ventures to attack geese and 
turkeys ; — no less than sixteen of the latter large and 
powerful birds having been known to be killed by a 
single Polecat in the course of one night : for, like the 
other species of the genus, it takes advantage of oppor- 
tunity, and destroys many more than it can eat at once ; 
and after making an epicurean repast on the brains, and 
quenching its thirst with the blood of its victims, — in 
which peculiarities it probably exceeds most of the other 
Weasels, — it carries off the carcases to its haunts, where 
portions of them are often found in a state of putridity. 
Their usual place of retirement is in woods or coppices 
situated at no great distance from farms ; from whence 
they issue about the dusk of evening, or later, to prey 
upon any living thing, of manageable size, which may 
come within their reach. Nevill Wood, Esq., of Foston 
Hall, in Derbyshire, has informed us that " some years 
ago he had ten fine young ducks, which were shut up 
every night in a small outhouse, destroyed in one night 
by a Polecat ; and on entering the place in the morning, 
he found every one of them lying dead, each with a hole 
in the neck ; and in a few moments the perpetrator of 
the bloody deed marched out towards him, licking his yet 
bloody jaws, and without exhibiting the slightest alarm. 
Indeed," says Mr. Wood, "it is a curious fact, that this 
animal generally kills all the poultry in the apartment it 
plunders, be they never so many." 

But if the Polecat be so formidable an enemy to the 
farmyard, it is not less so to the game-preserve and the 
warren. The destruction which it occasions amongst the 
eggs and young of Pheasants and Partridges, young 
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Hares and Rabbits^ is incalculable; and in the latter 
case particularly, it follows these animals into their bur- 
rows with such facility, that a single family of Polecats 
would shortly produce a sensible diminution in numbers 
amongst the denizens of a whole warren. 

However, of late years, the Polecat, like many other of 
our indigenous mammals of considerable size, which are 
fast tending towards extermination, has become much 
less common, and its depredations are probably confined 
to such districts as have deep woods and other inaccessi- 
ble retreats. 

Bewick has given a figure of the Fitchet — and a very 
spirited one it is — in the act of holding an eel which he 
has just caught. This figure is intended to perpetuate a 
curious fact, of an individual of this species having been 
observed repeatedly to resort to the bank of a river in 
search of those fish, of which no less than eleven were 
found in its retreat. A no less curious example of aber- 
rant appetite in this animal is related in Loudon's Maga- 
zine,* of a female Polecat which was pursued to her nest, 
where were found five young ones " comfortably embedded 
in dry withered grass ; and where they were lodged, all 
things were tight and snug to a wonder ; but," says the 
narrator, *' in a side hole I picked out and counted most 
carefully forty large frogs and two toads. These were 
all alive, but merely so ; capable of sprawling a little, 
and that was all : for the mother had contrived to strike 
them all with palsy. They were merely capable of spraw- 
ling, and not of moving away; and on examination I 
found that the whole number, toads and all, were bitten 
through the brain." There are numerous facts confirma- 
tory of this predilection for frogs ; and it is perfectly 
consistent with the habits of some of its congeners. A 

• Vol. vi. p. 206. 
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tame Grison^ Galictis viitata,* which we possessed for 
several years, was very fond of frogs ; but these were 
not the only reptiles which were obnoxious to its voracity. 
On one occasion, in the winter, we had placed it in its 
cage, in a room with a fire, where we had also two young 
alligators, which in general were stupidly tame ; on going 
into the room in the morning, we found the Grison at 
large, and one of the alligators dead, with a hole eaten 
under the fore-leg, where the great nerves and blood- 
vessels were torn through ; and the other alligator began 
snapping furiously at every one who attempted to ap- 
proach it. 

The female Polecat brings four, five, or six young, in 
May or the beginning of June. She makes her nest in 
some retired place, in a rabbit-burrow, in holes of rocks, 
or amongst heaps of stones grown over with herbage or 
brushwood. 

The long fur of this animal, though far less beautiful 
and of inferior value to that of the Sable, or even of the 
Marten, is still much esteemed, and numbers are annu- 
ally imported here from the north of Europe, under the 
name of Fitch. 

The common name of this species, Polecat^ is pro- 
bably nothing more than Polish Cat. Foumart^ Fulmari^ 
Fulimartf are contractions of Foul Marten, a name applied 
to it in contradistinction to the Sweet Marten, on account 
of the disgusting odour produced by the exudation of 
a fetid secretion from a pouch or follicle under the tail, 
and which is even more intolerable than that of the 
Common Weasel or the Stoat. 

The general form of the Fitchet is rather stouter in 
proportion than that of cither of the former species, 
closely resembling, in fact, large examples of the com- 

• .SVi Trana. Zool. S<k'. Vol. 11.. p. 203. 
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" mon Ferret: the bead is broader; the nose rather 
sharp; the ears round, and not very conspicuous; the 
neck of less proportional length than in the others ; the 
tail rather bushy, and little more than one-third the 
length of the body and head. The fur of the body is 
of two sorta : the shorter being woolly, of a pale yel- 
lowish or fulvous colour ; the longer shining, and of a 
rich black or brownish black. From this results a general 
brown colour, mixed with yellow, which varies according 
to the proportion in which the two kinds of fur are seen. 
The head, tail, and feet are the darkest parts; and some 
marks about the mouth and the ears are white. 

Whether the domesticated Ferret {M. furo, Lxnn.) is 

■Merely a variety of the Polecat, or a distinct species, is 

[ a subject of dispute among naturalists. It is im- 

Epossihtc to point out any constant anatomical distinction 

Pbetween the animals, and they are said to breed freely 

with one another. On the other hand, the intolerance of 

cold of the Ferret has been considered as evidence of 

its being derived from an original stock brought ft'om 

Africa or some other tropical land. 

Dimensions : — , 
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PiiE generic separation of tlie Weasels from the Mar- 
lens appears to be perfectly justified by their habits no 
less than by their structure. Exhibiting the carnivorous 
and sanguinary propensity in an extreme degree, and 
confined principally, though not exclusively, to the 
ground for their accustomed habitation as well as for 
their food, the whole of the true Weasels possess a still 
more elongated body than the Martens, with shorter ears 
and tail, and a closer fur: they have also fewer false 
grinding teeth, by one on each side, both of the upper 
and lower jaw. The Mortens, on the other hand, reside 
chiefly in trees, and their structure is admirably suited 
for such haunts. Creeping from branch to branch in 
silent and stealthy pursuit of Birds, Squirrels, and 
other small animals, their sharp and long claws afford 
them a firm and secure hold of the bark, whilst the long 
and somewhat bushy tail must considerably aid them in 
maintaining their balance on the boughs ; the ears too 
are large and open, — a circumstance which is of great 
advantage to them in discovering and pursuing their prey, 
amidst the dense foliage in which they love to conceal 
themselves ; and, upon the whole, the typical structure 
of the Martens is evidently intended to fit them for living 
in trees, whilst that of the Weasels is as obviously suited 
for the pursuit of animals not only on the ground, but 
in the burrows and other subterranean retreats to which 
iheir peculiar prey resorts. 

It is, however, true that the animals belonging both to 
the cue and the other of these forma, occasionally deviate 
from the habits wliicli more particularly belong to then]. 
Many of the Weasels are known at times to resort to 
trees in pursuit of the smaller birds, and especially for 
ihe purpose of attacking their nests, from which they 
devour both eggs and young; whilst the Martens often 
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descend to the ground and destroy not only Mice, Bats, 
Moles, and other small quadrupeds, but Rabbits, Hares, 
and, as it is asserted, even Lambs. They are very de- 
structive to game of every kind, and to all sorts of 
domestic poultry, from the Pigeon to the Turkey. It hat 
also been stated that in Scotland the Marten, as well as 
the Fox, will descend to the sea-shore at low tide, and 
carry off numbers of the large muscle, Modiola vulgarii, 
to feed upon them ; and Professor RoUeston speaks of 
their '' fruit-eating tendency when in a state of domesticity, 
which is significant, as it separates them more or less fixmi 
the true Weasels."' 

There are few groups in the whole class of quadrupeds 
which offer more stubborn difficulties to the zoologist, 
as regards the discrimination of the species, than the 
Martens. Agreeing not only in the more essential 
generic characters, but in the general tone and arrange- 
ment of the colours, there has always been some diffi- 
culty in ascertaining, especially with the two British 
Martens, whether they constitute varieties only, or 
whether they really possess distinctive specific characters. 
Albertus Magnus, followed by Agricola, Gesner, and 
Aldrovandus, have all treated of them ; though, with the 
exception of Agricola, they throw but little light upon 
the present question. He indeed describes them as 
distinct, and assigns to them the same differences in 
habit, as have since been attributed to them by Bufibn. 
But LinnaDUs did not recognize the distinction ; and it 
is only in the last edition of his Sy sterna Natura^ that 
he appears even to have been aware of the variety. 
" Varietas duplex rusticis," he observes; "Fagomin 
gutture albo ; Abietum gutture flavo." Klein and 
Brisson revived the former opinion of their being dis- 
tinct; and although Daubenton, with the caution of to 
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accurate observer of nature, and sincere lover of truth, ac- 
knowledges his doubts upon the subject, Buffon embraces 
and maintains their distinctness with his .Tccustomed 
sflcrifice or distortion of facts, apparently only to afford 
him an opportunity of displaying the usual eloquence of 
bis comparisons or contrasts. Pennant takes the same 
view, in which he lias been followed by subsequent 
British faunists, as well as by Blasius in his " Siiugethieie 
Deutschlands." Our late valued friend, Edward T. Uen- 
iietl, Esq., formerly the accomplished secretary of the 
Zoological Society, drew up an interesting and very 
lucid statement of these various opinions, and the 
grounds on which they have been maintained, in Iiis 
usual masterly manner, including in this comparison the 
Sable, which future observations may perhaps prove to 
be merely a variety of the Pine Marten.* 

A deliberate consideration of these and other autho- 
rities, and a comparison of many specimens of both 
kinds, had, when the first edition of this work was 
written, failed to lead us to a conclusion at all satisfac- 
tory to our own mind, and it was only with the precau- 
tion of a protest against being considered as decidedly 
supporting the opinion that they are essentially difi'erent, 
that we ventured then to assign to them a distinctive, 
specific character. Impressed with these difficulties, we 
some time since invited, through the medium of the 

* At the rerf faour when the anthor vilb writing the above acDtence, the 
BOgaine hop«g which & enddda imiiravement in Mr. Bennett's health had 
raised, wete at odcd cnubed ; and friendship Dcd icimce have to moum to- 
(jether a loss which can warcel; be rapurcd. This excellent peiBnn trita alike 
didtDguishcd b; the extent of bis infonnation, the BoUditjr of his judgment, 
ibe ASectioriate Binceril; of hia heart, and the high uafliDching rectitude nF 
faU life. Under ■ retiring and modust exterior, he poaseaaed qualitiea which 
luighl baTe adorned a iaz more pubjic and prominent career than hia ; but, 
loving acience sud his friends for their own anke, he was aatisGed with Iho 
approbatiDQ of the wise, sad the oflectian of those who enjojed tha bappineiB 
3jid pririlege of his regard, — JVorc to Ike Firit KdUuin, 
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*' Field," such information from practical observew as 
might assist us in solving this vexed question ; and we 
have to thank several intelligent correspondents for their 
courtesy in replying to our request.* The result of all 
our recent investigations, then, is to confirm us decidedly 
in the opinion that the two forms are specifically distinct ; 
and this conviction is strongly corroborated by its being 
held by Professor RoUeston^ v^ho, from extensive oppor- 
tunities of comparing the animals, and from the observa- 
tion of considerable osteological differences, comes to the 
same conclusion. 

The practical experience of intelligent sportsmen, 
whose opportunities of personal observation have not 
been neglected, are always valuable, not only as regards 
the biography of the animals, but incidentally also as to 
the scientific phase of the subject. A letter with which 
we have been favoured from R. T. Vyner, Esq., of 
Wheatley, in Oxfordshire, while it affords much amusing 
information on the habits of these and some other of 
our native animals, throws much light upon the specific 
distinctness of the two forms, and is confirmatory of 
the view now taken. This gentleman concludes that 
the Beech Marten is at present much less common than 
the Pine, and is, indeed, now very nearly extinct in 
England, which is accounted for by its habit of leaving 
its summer haunts of woods and rocky places, to inhabit, 
in the winter, farm buildings, faggot-stacks, and other 
similar localities^ and thus becoming exposed to various 
means of destruction. The Pine Marten, on the con- 
trary, continues to inhabit, at all seasons of the year, its 

* The gentlemen to whom we are thus indebted are R. T. Vjner, Esq., cf 
The Elms, Wheatley, Oxfordshire ; Capt. Edwards, of Tjchus, HaTerfordwert ; 
W. H. Wayne, jun., Esq., of Tick wood Uall, Salop ; C. H. Binstead, B«i., of 
Grasmere, Westmoreland ; and our friend the Bev. E. Elton. To Prot BoUef 
ton our thanks are specially due for much interesting information. 
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accustomed retired haunts, rarely, if ever, intruding into 
the immediate purlieus of human liabitiitions. 

The present species is also found to inhabit the 
aides of mountains or rocks, — from whence its names of 
Stone Marten, Steiu MarJer, Maries Saxorum, — where it 
chooses its retreat in any commodious tissurea or excava- 
tions. It has now and then been known to take up its 
•'bode in the neighbourhood of farms, and to commit con- 
tinual depredations on the poultry-yard. It is difficult 
to imagine upon what ground this animal could have 
been considered as the Pine Marten in a domesticated 
condition ; yet we find Bulfon gravely proving the con- 
trary by a comparison of the two with the wild and 
iU>mestic Cat. The present species is in truth as wild aa 
its congener; and in this respect differs from it only by 
venturing, with somewhat greater boldness, to the neigh- 
bourhood of the habitations of man. 

The female makes her nest generally in a hollow tree, 
but not unfrequently in holes in rocks, sometimes in 
ruined buildings, or even in granaries and hams : it is 
formed of straw or grass. She has at least two litters in 
a year; some assert four: and the number of young 
ones at each birth varies from two to seven ; the usual 
Dumber being four or five. 

The aspect and attitudes of the Marten are perhaps 
more elegant than those of any other of our native 
quadrupeds, unless we except the Otter in pursuit of its 
prey in the water. Endowed with great liveliness and 
activity, its movements are at once rapid and gracile. 
Its limbs are elastic, its body lithe and flexible, and it 
bounds and springs over the ground with equal speed 
■nd grace. It is, however, wild and untameable to a 
great degree, if captured when full-grown, or after a 
very early age. A apecimL-n formerly in the Zoological 
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Gardens was excessively timid and wild: if it were 
driven from its close box into the outer part of the cage, 
which could only be done by force, it would bound 
recklessly from one side to another^ striking itself against 
the wires with great violence. If, however, it be taken 
young, it is susceptible of great docility, and the remark- 
able elegance of its form, the beauty of its fur, and the 
playfulness of its manners, when thoroughly reclaimed, 
render it one of the most pleasing of pets : neither has 
it in the same degree that disgusting odour which cha- 
racterizes all the Weasels; for although it has similar 
scent-glands, the secretion is less fetid, and in the Pine 
Marten is considered by many to be absolutely agreeable. 
Hence its name of Sweet Marten, in contradistinction 
to the Foumart {quasi Foul-marten), or Polecat. Mr. 
Vyner, however, who has taken many specimens when 
sporting in France, informs us, that on being skinned, 
a very unpleasant faint odour is perceived, which is not 
the case with the Pine Marten. 

In a very learned and elaborate paper published in 
the Cambridge ** Journal of Anatomy and Physiology," 
Prof, llolleston has enunciated the theory that ** the 
white-breasted Marten {Mustela Foina) was the animal 
which the ancient Greeks and Romans employed for the 
same domestic purposes for which we employ the Felu 
domesticusJ*' He says, '' I shall address myself to showing 
that the white -breasted Marten, which is known also as 
the * Beech Marten ' or * Stone Marten,* was function- 
ally the ' Cat ' of the Ancients." The paper will well 
repay careful examination. It exhibits the well-known 
largeness and originality of the author's criticism, and 
the subject is exhaustively treated from the literary 
point of view by very numerous quotations from classical 
authorities. 
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The fur of this animal is of much less value than that 
of the yellow-breasted Marten, and bears no comparison 
with that of the Sable : there are, however, great num- 
bers imported into this country from the North of 
Europe, and they are frequently dyed and sold as an in- 
ferior kind of Sable. The inferiority of its fur consists 
not only in the colour and actual length, but in the 
relative length of the longer hair when compared with 
the inner soft downy hair, which it scarcely conceals ; 
and hence the texture as well as the colour of the fur is 
much deteriorated. It is known to furriers by the name 
of Stone Marten. The length and beauty of this fur, 
as well as of that of most other animals of the kind, is 
much increased by the accession of cold weather, from 
climate or season. Thus the northern skins are more 
full and of a finer colour and gloss than those from a 
more temperate climate, and all of them more so in the 
winter than in the summer. 

Professor Rolleston differs considerably from Blasius 
as to the relative lengths of the two species. He assigns 
the relative length of the body (including, we presume, 
the head) and the tail as 18 in. + 12 in. = 30 inches to 
Maries Abietum, and 16 + 8 = 24 inches to M. Foina, 
Blasius gives to the former 17" 6'" + 3" 10"'+ 9"= 30" 4'", 
and to the latter, 17"+ 3" 8'"+ 9"= 29" 8"'. 

The head of the Marten is somewhat triangular; the 
muzzle pointed ; the nose extending a little beyond the 
lips; the eyes large, prominent, and remarkably lively; the 
ears large, open, and rounded ; the body much elongated 
and very flexible ; the tail long, thick, and somewhat 
bushy ; the feet rather short ; the toes generally naked, 
but at times, probably in the winter, covered beneath 
with a thin soft hair. The fur is of two sorts : the inner, 
extremely soft, short, copious, and of a light yellowish- 
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grey colour; the outer, very long, shining, ash-colourtrd 
at the roots, brown at the extremity, but of ditlereiit 
degrees of intensity at difFerent parts of tht body; tlie 
middle of the back, the tail, the outer parts of the legs 
and the feet, being darker than tbe other parts ; the belly 
lighter and greyer : the throat is white; in one instance 
we have seen it of a light yellowish tinge : the inner sur- 
face and margin of the ears are also whitish. 
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Total length 
Length of hody . 

llolweaa tye uiJ sdoui 
Between eye and ear 
Oi:aiiitig of the eye 
Upper ariD 

Fore-foot, with nail , 

Tbigh 

Leg ... . 

Hiud-foot, with ooil 



1 + [,'■' 
I 

2+r 





Sperifir Oharacli-r. — Eich brown ; throat yellow; gnder-dir yeliowiiih-prey. 
Bie third opjier grinder sonone on ita crater mnrgin ; the fifth ainipty roumleil 
etlernnllj, 

LiitH. Syat. Nat. I. p. 07. Dsshab. Mnwimal. p. ISI, 
sp. SSO. JmvKB, nriL Vert. p. 11. BLAams, Siiugeth. 
p. 213. 

Rat, gyn. Qoud. SOO. Pleh. Diit. Ao. p, 14. 

BorroN, Hut. Nat. VII. p. 190, t. >xii. 

PKBir. Brit. Zoo). I. p. 31, Sdaw, Ged. Zooi. I. p. 110. 

We have already described the principal characters by 
whicli the two species of Martens are distinguished, the 
most obvious of which are those of colour. But as these 
are always associated with certain tniigibJe diversities in 
size and proportion, and as the habits of the two animals 
I kIso offer considerable variation, there appears to be satis- 
. factory ground for considering them as specifically distinct. 
The Pine Marten is so called from its preference for the 
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forests of those trees, as the former is called by some 
the Beech Marten, from a similar supposed preference 
for beech woods. There is, however, scarcely sufficient 
ground for the exclusive appropriation of the two species 
to these different localities. The Pine Marten is certainly 
attached to pine forests ; but it is because the pine forests 
are abundant in those places which, for climate as well as 
for the production of its food, are most suited to its wants 
and habits. 

Although probably existing in greater numbers than 
the other in this country, it is less frequently trapped or 
shot, which arises from its retiring to more remote and 
unfrequented places, such as the depths of forests, 
shunning the neighbourhood of man. It is equally agile, 
equally destructive to birds and the smaller animals, and 
still more timid and wild. All the Martens which we have 
ourselves met with in Scotland have been of this species. 

The female makes her nest of moss and leaves in the 
hollow trunks of trees, or usurps that of the Squirrel or 
the Woodpecker. The number of young ones at a birth 
is stated to be usually but two or three. 

The principal structural differences between them have 
been already adverted to. The fur in the present species 
is much more abundant, of a finer and softer texture, and 
of a much richer colour ; and is consequently more highly 
valued, though it is not nearly equal to that of the Sable. 

In the essay which we have quoted before, by Mr. Ben- 
nett, on the comparison of the Beech and Pine Martens 
and the Sable, that gentleman showed, with his usual acu- 
men and extensive knowledge, the difficulties which exist 
in separating the Sable from the present species. The 
colour of the fur is scarcely a tangible or satisfactory dis- 
tinction, for different individuals of the former species 
vary quite as much in this respect as the Pine Marten and 
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the Sable : the existence of fur on the toes, which has been 
adduced as a character of the Sable, probably depends on 
climate, and it is mentioned by Pennant as having been 
observed by him in the Common Marten. Never having 
seen an undoubted whole specimen of the true Sable, we 
are unable to offer any satisfactory addition to our know- 
ledge on the more important characters of the two animals; 
but we have found, in the examination of numbers of the 
finest Sable skins, that the yellow patch on the throat had 
always an irregular outline, and that there were also small 
spots of the same fine colour scattered on the sides of the 
neck. This is a distribution of the colour which we have 
never observed either on the Common or Pine Marten. 
We offer the fact, however, merely as one which, combined 
with other characters, may possibly aid in determining the 
question when we have fuller information on the subject. 

Dimensions of the Pine Marten, as given by Blaaus : — 



Total length 


Length of body . 


,, of head . 


,1 of tail 


,, of ear . 


Between eyes and snout 


1 , eyes and ear 


Opening of the eye 


Length of upper arm . 


„ of lower arm . 


Pore-foot, with nail 


Thigh 


Ijtg .... 


Hind-foot, with nail . 
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1 

1 

1 
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2 
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lower jaw i lungue amieil with recurred horn; papilLe ; clawa retnctilc 

WILD CAT. 
Fctis caltit. Linn. 

Sptcffie Charaelrr. ^-YvUoviiii groj, with a dark loagitudiDal airiiic tiatf 

the hack, and nuinnroDB ohaFuro trauHverei' Uripes on Ibe Bid«s : lul of eqml 

tbicknCH throughniit, Icm than half the length of the head and todj, gnj, 

■nnuhkteJ and tipped with lilack. 

/Wi> ailia, LiNH, Fn. Suae. 0, — Syat. Nat. I. p. (J2. II. Dksiuii. Mim, 
p. 232, »p. 308. Tehii. Monogr, p. 128. Flui. Bnl- 
An. p. Ifi. Jkiiks, Brit. Vert p. 14. Bui. 61a|elk 
Deulacb. p. 162, Gg. 101. 

Ptlit tglattiea, Mkbutt, F<n. p. IRQ, 

OAiK wnajr, BtrFfon, Hist. Nat. VI. t. i. 

Wild Cat, FeasABT, Brit. Qnal. I. p. HI. 

6'«nnton Wild Cm, Jarbhcb, FelinK, p. 248, t. xxix. 

It is impossible lo lake even the most casu;il view of 
the iorni and structure of ilie family to which the presoni 
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animal belongSi without recognizing at once their perfect 
adaptation to the strongest carnivorous habits. The 
lithe and agile body ; the light, yet powerful limbs ; the 
retractility of the claws ; the firm fibre of the muscles ; 
the short jaws, restricted to a simple vertical motion, and 
furnished with few, but strong and trenchant teeth ; offer 
altogether a combination of characters, all tending to fit 
these animals for the pursuit and destruction of living 
prey, to a degree which points them out as constituting 
the typical group in that division of the mammiferous 
quadrupeds, which are nourished by animal food. Even 
the Weasels, sanguinary as they are, and with a con- 
formation fitted for the capture and destruction of the 
smaller animals, yet exhibit in the general structure of 
the organs of motion — in the number, strength, and form 
of their teeth^ and in many other particulars, a deviation 
from the type, a weakness and indecision in their zoolo- 
gical characters, which place them below the Cats in the 
intensity and force of their carnivorous propensity. If 
the perfection of organization in an animal consist in 
the completeness of its adaptation to that animal's 
habits, then all the forms, innumerable and varied as 
they are, which crowd before us to attest the immensity 
and grandeur of creative wisdom, are alike perfect ; but 
this adaptation is certainly most striking and obvious, in 
those prominent and typical groups which stand out as 
the landmarks of zoological classification, — the centres, 
as it were, of the complicated system of creation. 

The Wild Cat is the only species of the family which 
is indigenous to the British Islands. In earlier times, 
when woods and forests covered many parts of the 
kingdom, which are now reclaimed and devoted to agri- 
culture, the Wild Cat was much more generally distri- 
buted over the face of the country ; but it is now almost 
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entirely restricted to Scotland, some of the woods in the 
north of England, the woody mountains of Wales, and 
some parts of Ireland. Their favourite places of resort 
are the most inaccessible mountainous woods, where thej 
retreat not only to hollow trees, or the depth of thickets, 
but to concealed fissures of rocks, in which they seek their 
safety and repose, and bring forth and rear their young. 

In stating the localities and estimating the numbers of 
this species, it is necessary to guard against confounding 
with it the numerous instances of escaped Domestic 
Cats, returning to a state of almost absolute wildness, 
breeding in the woods, and feeding on birds and small 
quadrupeds. These, though far less powerful than the 
true Wild Cat, are very destructive to game of every 
description ; and, still retaining some traces of their old 
domesticity, they often revisit the farmyard, and carry 
off the poultry. 

The question whether the Domestic Cat is originally 
derived from this species or not has long been a disputed 
one. On the one hand, it must be confessed that it is 
impossible to point out any structural differences of 
importance between the animals, for Blasius's cranical 
characters {Saugeth, DeutschL,pp, 160, 161,) prove not to 
be constant when a large scries of skulls are compared. 
But it seems strange that the characteristic cylindrical and 
truncated tail of F, catiis should never reappear in any of 
the domestic breeds. Many writers have favoured the idea 
that our tame Cats are descended from the Nubian F, 
maniculata^ but we are not aware that a careful anatomical 
comparison has ever been made. On the whole, we must 
regard the origin of the Domestic Cat as being still an open 
question. 

The disappearance of the Wild Cat from the districts 
where it was once so common, is not to be attributed ex- 
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clusively to the destruction of the woods which formed 
its resort; but rather, in many parts, to the introduction 
of the fowling-piece in place of the primitive means of 
destruction known to our forefathers : for, although it 
was formerly considered a beast of chase, yet the great 
facility with which it climbs trees, and could thus escape 
from the pursuit of the Dogs, must have much restncted 
the extent of its destruction ; but in the present day, 
when such shifts will no longer avail, it falls so surely 
before the gun of the gamekeeper or the forester, as to 
threaten its extermination at no very remote period. 

The strength and fierceness of this species are such as 
to render it an adventure of no trifling annoyance, and 
even of some danger, to come into close quarters with 
it, especially when exasperated by a wound. It is no 
pleasant affair to encounter an enraged male Cat even of 
the domestic race; the strength and sharpness of his 
claws, and the length and power of his canine teeth, 
combined with a fierceness and rage which render such 
weapons doubly formidable, constitute him an opponent 
of no ordinary importance: but the Wild Cat is still 
more to be dreaded, from the greater size, power, and 
ferocity by which it is characterized. Hence Pennant 
designates it as the ^' British Tiger." 

The female is considerably smaller than the male. 
She forms her nest either in hollow trees, or more com- 
monly and more safely in the clefts of rocks ; and has 
even been known, as Sir William Jardine says, to usurp 
the nest of some large bird as her own. She usually 
brings four or five young. 

The Wild Cat is found throughout the whole of those 
countries of Europe in which extensive forests exist, 
especially in Germany, and in all the wooded climates of 
Russia, Hungary, and of the north of Asia ; these are of 
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larger size, and their fur is longer and held in much 
higher estimation than that of those inhabiting warmer 
latitudes. 

The head of the Wild Cat is triangular, strongly 
marked; the ears rather large, long, triangular, and 
pointed ; the body strong, and rather more robust than 
that of the Domestic Cat; the tail of equal die 
throughout its length, or rather larger towards the ex- 
tremity. The fur is soft, long, and thick ; the eolonr of 
the face is a yellowish-grey, and a band of black spots 
towards the muzzle; the whiskers are yellowish-wUte; 
forehead brown ; the head grey, marked with two black 
stripes passing from the eyes, over and behind the ean; 
back, sides, and limbs grey, darker on the back, paler on 
the sides ; with a blackish longitudinal stripe along the 
middle of the back, and numerous paler curved ones on 
the sides, which are darker towards the back, and become 
obsolete towards the belly, which is nearly white. The 
tail is annulated with light grey and black, and the tip is 
of the latter colour ; the feet and insides of the legs are 
yellowish-grey ; the soles of the feet are black, at least 
in the male, of which sex Temminck declares it to be a 
peculiarity: the colours of the female are altogether 
paler, and the markings less distinct. 

The dimensions of the Wild Cat differ greatly, if we 
take the statement of various naturalists. The medium 
size of the full-grown male is as follows; the female 
being always rather smaller : — 

Feet In. Line*. 
Length of the head ami body . . . . 1 10 

,, of the head OSS 

,, of the ears 2 8 

„ of the tail 11 2 
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COMMON FOX. 

' Scollici, TOD. 

Vulpes vulgaris, (Briss.) 
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quity for the cunning and ingenuity which it manifests, 
whether in obtaining food or in eluding pursuit. The 
general expression of its features, the obliquity and 
quickness of the eye, the sharp, shrewd-looking muzzle, 
and the erect ears, afford the most unequivocal indica- 
tions of that mingled acuteness and fraud which have 
long rendered it a byword and a proverb ; for it is well 
known that this character of its physiognomy is not 
falsified by the animars real propensities and habits. 

The Fox spends much of his time in burrows ; either 
excavating them for himself, or seizing upon and appro- 
priating the preoccupied habitations of some other fos- 
sorial animal, as the Badger or the Rabbit. In this 
retreat, which in sportsman's language is called ita earth, 
it remains concealed during the day, and comes abroad 
only in the night in search of its food. Its instinctive 
cunning leads it soon to suspect the wiles of its enemies; 
and it will in a very short time ascertain the design of 
a trap or a gin, though concealed with the utmost care. 
It is credibly stated by a French writer, that a Fox has 
been known to remain within its retreat without food 
for fifteen days, rather than risk the danger of falling 
into the traps, which its sagacity had ascertained to be 
set around it. 

It does not, however, by any means live exclusively in 
burrows, but, as every lover of the hunt is well aware, 
is commonly found in woods, and affects certain coven 
in which to repose during the day, in preference to 
others where the lying, as it is termed, is not so good. 
Woods having a northern aspect are said to be unfavour- 
able for Foxes. But the Fox does not altogether dis- 
dain the open country, being often found lying upon 
stubble-cocks, or on a grassy hedge -bank, from which 
places it is sometimes roused by the courser, the mettle 
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of his greyhounds being often, on such occasions, put 
to a severe test. We have also seen Foxes taken in old 
straw or stubble-ricks, near unfrequented farmsteads ; 
and have even known the female breed and rear her 
young ones in such a place. But these haunts are not 
usual, the Foxes which frequent them being reputed by 
foxhunters old individuals which have retired to quiet 
country quarters, and as being possessed of more than 
ordinary cunning. 

Our late kind friend and correspondent Mr. Hogg, to 
whom we have been indebted for much interesting informa- 
tion on the habits of many of our indigenous animals, 
writes thus : — " I remember once when out hunting, the 
Hounds found a Fox who did not leave the cover, but kept 
running from one part of it to another. Just as a Hound 
was about to seize him, he jumped over the Dog, and 
thus saved himself. This tedious sport was kept up for 
a long time, till Reynard being thoroughly tired with 
so many leaps and so many enemies, at last fell a prey 
to them. The huntsman on taking him up found that 
he had lost one of his forelegs. The cover being entirely 
of furze, and not large, I could see all sides of him 
during this hunt, and was much pleased with the many 
elegant and quick leaps which the poor three-legged Fox 
made to save himself from destruction. 

** The young are very active ; and I have seen them 
occasionally at play on a summer's evening, jumping over 
their dam and each other, and running after their brushes. 
They have a short stifled bark.*' Mr. James states, " We 
have ourselves observed the playfulness of young Foxes, 
and may here observe that they can be watched without 
giving them the least alarm, if the observer be elevated 
only a few feet from the ground. Seated in the top of 
a pollard ash, we have watched for an hour at a time. 



228 COMMON FOX. 

without exciting the least suspicion^ several half-grown 
Foxes^ although they were continually within a few feet 
of us." 

Its usual prey consists of hares^ rabbits, various kinds 
of ground birds, particularly partridges, of which it 
destroys great numbers ; and it often makes its way into 
the farmyard, committing sad havoc amongst the pouU 
try. It has been known not unfrequently to carry off 
a young lamb. In default of this its favourite food, it 
has recourse to " rats and mice, and such small deer ** — 
or even to frogs or worms. We have heard from a man 
much engaged in woods, that the Fox gives the prefer- 
ence to putrid meat. The remark was elicited by 
observing the skin of a Hedgehog turned inside out, 
which was at once claimed by the woodman as the work 
of a Fox. We arc much disposed to accord with this 
opinion, having often observed that Hedgehogs which 
have been taken in traps are, after a time, devoured by 
some animal of sufficient size to turn the skin inside out- 
wards. As Badgers do not occur where this has been 
observed, and Dogs and Cats will not feed on the Hedge- 
hog, it must be attributed either to the Fox or to magpies 
and crows. As a further evidence of the proneness of 
the Fox for high meat, we may mention having seen the 
remains of several rooks and a magpie taken from the 
nest of a Fox, all of which had been trussed and hung 
up in a cornfield as scarecrows, and had become quite 
putrid. The Fox also resorts to the sea-shore, in search 
of such fish, moliusca, Crustacea, and other marine animals 
as the tide has left upon the beach. Besides the kinds 
of food above mentioned, there is no doubt but that 
coleoptera are consumed in great numbers. We have 
often seen a Fox searching for and picking up something 
of small size, which we could not doubt consisted of 
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insects ; and the droppings of these animals are often 
composed almost entirely of the wing-cases of beetles. 

The Fox can scarcely be said to be susceptible of 
attachment or capable of being tamed. The utmost 
degree of domestication to which it can be reduced, is to 
suffer the person who has fed and brought it up to handle 
it without much danger of being bitten ; but it is wholly 
devoid of that instinct of gratitude and kindness which 
characterize its congeners — the Dog, and even the Wolf 
and Jackal. Although taken young, or even born in cap- 
tivity, and brought up in company with domestic Dogs, 
it still remains suspicious, sly, and timid, retreating from 
every attempt at familiarity, and scarcely distinguishing 
its companions by any mark of recognition. 

It has often been asserted that the Fox and the Dog 
will breed together. The experiments of Buffon certainly 
failed, and we have in vain endeavoured to trace any valid 
ground for this general belief. This refusal to intermix 
with the Dog evinces a far more remote affinity to that ani- 
mal than either the Wolf or the Jackal,with both of which 
the experiment has often been successfully made. The 
female Fox loses all her timidity and shyness when suck- 
ling her young, in whose defence she exhibits a degree of 
courage and boldness which are very foreign to her general 
habits and disposition. The time of gestation is not 
perhaps accurately ascertained, but is certainly between 
sixty and sixty -five days. The young are born in April, 
and are a year and a half in attaining their full size. The 
Fox is said to live thirteen or fourteen years ; but as this 
can only have been ascertained of individuals in confine- 
ment, it is exceedingly probable that in a state of nature 
it considerabl}' exceeds this period. 

Its resemblance to the Dog, the Wolf, and the Jackal 
can scarcely be considered as sufficient to constitute it a 
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species of the same generic group. The general form of 
the body, and particularly the sharp elongated muzzle, 
the elliptical pupil, and the full bushy tail — all of them 
characteristic of every species of Fox — do not belong to 
any of the true Dogs : we cannot, therefore, but consider 
them as generically distinct. We may mention, as further 
argument in support of the generic separation of Vulpes 
from Canis, that the species of the former group retain, 
although geographically separated, the same Fox-like 
aspect and behaviour which we have attributed to our 
English species. 

There is a general opinion amongst sportsmen that we 
have more than one species of Fox, and we have even 
heard this opinion warmly contended for. It is of course 
needless for us to state that this is an error, and that the 
so-called species which are severally denominated the 
Greyhound, the Mountain, and the Bush or Cur Foxes, 
are but varieties of the common species. We confess 
ourselves, however, unable to explain whether these 
varieties are due to locality, age, or sex. 

The figure of the Fox is slighter than that of the Wolf; 
but it has less of ease and suppleness in its movements. 
The muzzle is elongated, becoming very pointed towards 
the apex ; the head round ; the ears erect and triangular ; 
the eyes oblique, and the pupils elliptical or nearly linear 
when exposed to the light of day, becoming round, or 
nearly so, only in the dark ; the body is much elongated, 
and the limbs short in proportion ; the tail is large, thick 
and bushy, and so long that when pendant it touches the 
ground. The colour, though principally fulvous, is a com- 
bination of that colour with black and white, distributed 
in various proportions on different parts of the body. 
The fulvous colour predominates on the head, the back, 
the sides, the posterior parts of the limbs, and the sides 
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of the tail. The shoulders are reddish-grey ; the throat 
and chest are grey ; the belly, the internal surface of the 
limbsy the cheeks, the upper lip, and the extremity of the 
tail are white ; there is a black line extending from the 
inner angle of the eye to the mouth ; and the external 
surface of the ears, excepting the base, and the anterior 
part of the limbs, are of the same colour. 

The late Prince Charles Lucien Buonaparte described, 
in his Fauna Italica^ a Fox which differs from the common 
one in having the fur of the belly black. From this cha- 
racter the Prince gave it the specific name of melanogaster. 
The opinion expressed in the former edition of this work, 
that this might be nothing more than a variety of the 
common species, has been entertained also, in his subse- 
quently published work on the Mammals of Germany, by 
Professor Blasius ; and an individual taken in Warwick- 
shire bad all the under parts of a greyish-black hue. 
Being scarcely full grown, it is probable that with age 
the dark parts would have assumed their ordinary colour; 
and there is little doubt that it was an animal resem- 
bling this one which was described as Canis melanogaster. 
The Common Fox is sometimes seen in this country with 
the tip of the tail black or dark grey : Mr. Ogilvy has 
suggested that this may arise from the unusual length of 
the black hairs of this part, which are generally quite 
concealed by the long white hair ; and both this gentle- 
man and Mr. Blyth state that cubs of the same litter 
differ in this respect ; a proof of how little value are 
such circumstances as distinctive characters. 

The Fox has a sub-caudal gland which secretes an ex- 
tremely fetid substance ; and its urine also possesses the 
same intolerable odour. The Fox varies considerably in 
size, and perhaps a little in form. It is larger and stronger 
in some parts of the country than in others; but, as 
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aheadj ob«erT«(l, cheae wUdoiu appear to be acddenul, 
and not to merit the disdnctioas which bare been applied 
to them. 



Instil ■>{ u.: ba.1 u-1 t.>iT 
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CARNIVORA. PINNIPEDIA, 



Sub-Order CARNIVORA PINNIPEDIA. 

Seals. 

There are few groups among the whole of the mam- 
miferous class which are so indistinctly known, or of 
which the species are so often confounded, as the Seals 
and their allies. The great general similarity of their 
form and habits has occasioned the confusion of distinct 
species under one name, while, on the other hand, their 
great variation in colour and markings, whether acci- 
dental or connected with differences of age or sex, has 
often led to the enumeration of species which do not 
exist in reality. Under these circumstances, it is 
evident that structural differences alone can be depended 
on in the discrimination of these animals, and the 
characters of the skull and of the teeth will generally 
be found most available for this purpose, aided by the 
outward proportions and other circumstances. The 
characters of the northern Seals have been greatly 
elucidated by the labours of De Blainville, of George 
and Frederick Cuvier, and of Lilljeborg, Nilsson, and 
Gray, but comparatively little has been done since the 
publication of our first edition in the determination of 
the species which occur on the British coasts, and con- 
siderable uncertainty still remains to be cleared up by 
future observers. 

The true Seals, or Phocida, along with the Walrus 
{Trichecus) and Eared Seals (Otarida) constitute a very 

H H 
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natural and well-marked sub-order of the Camivora — the 
Pinnipedia of Illiger. They differ in many striking 
characters from the families which we have already 
considered^ and it is highly interesting to observe the 
various modifications of structure which combine to fit 
them for their peculiar mode of life. The Bat in its 
aerial flight, the Mole in its subterranean excavations, 
and the Stag in his swift terrestrial course, do not 
exhibit more perfect instances of the adaptation of form 
and structure to habits than do these animals in thdr 
amphibious existence. 

As already indicated, this group or sub-order may be 
divided into three well-defined families, of which ^ two 
are represented in our fauna. Of these the first is that 
of the typical Seals {Phocida)^ of which the common 
Ph, vitulina of our coasts may be taken as the type. 
Here we have all the modifications of structure charac- 
teristic of the group in their highest development. Hie 
rounded head, the absence of an external ear, the 
tapered almost spindle-form body, and the close-lying 
outer hair, present no obstacle to a rapid passage 
through the water, while the thick soft wool which 
closely covers the skin prevents sudden changes of 
temperature, and retains the heat of the body. A thick 
layer of subcutaneous fat not only assists in promoting 
the last object, but also renders the whole animal lighter, 
and brings it nearer to the specific gravity of the fluid in 
which it passes so much of its time. The eyes are large 
and brilliant, and the nostrils are capable of being 
entirely closed. The ears are inconspicuous openings, 
totally devoid of any exterior conch, but provided with 
a minute triangular valve which just closes the orifice 
when submerged. The whiskers are very stiff and 
thick, and appear to be of some importance as organs of 
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toucli, the root of each bristle, .is in the land Carnivora, 
being provided with a considerable nerve. 

The teeth are of the usual type of the order, specially 
modified for the purpose of seizing the scaly and 
slippery fish on which the Seal feeds. The canines are 
strong and acute, the molars beset with pointed tuber- 
cules of various forms, hut all adapted to a piscivorous 
diet ; in the genus Halichtems those of the upper jaw are 
remarkable for their simple and conical form. In the 
seals the first or milk-teeth are merely rudimentary, 
and are absorbed without cutting the gum, usually 
during fcetal life; at the age of a week, according to 
Prof. Flower, scarcely a trace of them remains. Tiie 
tongue is smooth, and slightly notched at the tip, and 
the gullet is very dilatile. The stomach is simple in its 
character, tlie intestine is very long, and is provided with 
a coccum, and the liver is remarkable for the great 
enlargement of the inferior vena cava. 

The whole skeleton is constructed on the same plan as 
that of the other Carnivora. In the skull, the brain-case 
is very broad and flattened, and the portion between the 
orbits is much compressed. The internal bones of the 
nostrils are extremely large and complicated, and the 
I division between them is well-developed, extending 

■ Ibrward in one genus {Cystopkora) even in front of the 
I' nasal bones. 

But perhaps the most striking peculiarity of the Seal 
I lies in the position and functions of the limbs, which are 
V'ttot fitted to raise the body from the ground, and arc 
lalniost exclusively used in aquatic progression. Both 

■ the fore and hind limbs are enclosed in the common 
KiDtegnnient as far as the wrist and ankle-joints, and the 
|.toes are connected together by complete webs. The 

■ bind feet are extended backwards in the line of the 
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body on either side of the short taili the soles of the 
feet being opposed, and their dorsal surfiu^es cons^ 
quently turned outward. The result of this structnie 
on the motions of the animal are very striking. On dry 
land^ a Seal usually makes no use whatever of its limbs; 
resting on its belly, it throws itself forward by the 
action of the pectoral and abdominal muscles in a series 
of most ludicrous spasmodic plunges or bounds, but as 
will be seen hereafter, the fore-feet are sometimes called 
into play by some species to drag the body forward. In 
the water the hind limbs only are used as propellers, the 
flippers being only used to balance the body or to change 
its position ; as Prof. Huxley remarks, ** the fore limbs 
are applied against the sides of the thorax, and the 
hinder moiety of the body being very flexible, the con- 
joined hind limbs and tail are put to the same use as the 
caudal fln of a cetacean." For a more detailed account of 
the motions of Seals on land and in the water, we may 
refer our readers to a paper on the mechanism of flight 
and swimming, by Dr, J. B. Pettigrew, in Vol. XXVI. 
of the " Transactions of the Linnaean Society," and to 
one on Ph. grcenlandica, by our friend Dr. Murie, in the 
Zoological Society's ** Proceedings " for 1870. 

The second family {Trichechiite) of the sub-order 
consists, as far as is known, of a single genus and 
species, distinguished by the enormous developement of 
the canine teeth in the adult. The Walrus is a native of 
the Arctic regions, and only visits our coasts as an acci- 
dental straggler. In many respects it may be regarded 
as intermediate between the PhocidcB and Otaridee^ par- 
ticularly in its quadrupedal gait and in its manner of 
swimming, but these and other points in its history will 
be considered hereafter. 

The third family (Otarida) is distinguished by the 
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pussession of external car-conchcs. The Sea-Bears and 
Sea-Lions walk erect like the Walrus, and differ from the 
true Seals in many points of their anatomy. They are 
mostly natives of the South Seas and the Pacific Ocean, 
and none of them are members of the Kuropean fauna. 

On the British coasts Seals are hardly plentiful 
enough to be of more than local importance as objects 
of pursuit, though large numbers are annually killed in 
some parts of Scotland and Ireland, But it is very 
different in the far north, where vast herds of Ph. ffrcett- 
tandica. Ph. barbata, and Cijstopkora crislata assemble in 
spring on ihe ice of the Greenland and Spitzbergen 
■eas, as well as in Davis's Straits and around Newfound- 
land. Every spring a large fleet of European vessels 
sails northwards and coasts along the southern margin of 
the ice-fields, till the Seals are met with, when the 
hunters endeavour to cut off their retreat to the open 
water, and then despatch them with heavy clubs. The 
numbers thus destroyed are very great; Dr. R. Brown 
estimates the value of those killed in the Greenland 
seas alone at about £116,000 (Proc. Zool. Soc, 1868, 
p. 601). It appears inevitable, as Dr. Brown re- 
marks, that such indiscriminate slaughter must soon 
greatly diminish the numbers of the northern Seals, 
and eventually destroy the value of the "fishery." 
But if the Seal is thus an object of value to civilized 
man, it is still more so to the native Greenlander and 
Eskimo, to wliom it affords many of the necessaries of 
life. Its flesh is their principal food, the fat yields oil 
for their lamps, the skin affords excellent clothing, 
while of the semi-transparent membrane of the intestine 
they make bottles for storing the oil, windows for their 
huts, and even aliirts. 

The word Seal is certainly from the Anglo-Saxon 



238 PINNIPEDIA. 

SelCf Seolc, which remains almost unchanged in the 
Scotch " Sealch." 

It appears highly probable that the myths of antiquity 
were indebted to this group of animals for the form of 
some of their fabled deities, particularly of the Tritons. 
The rounded head with its strangely human expression, 
the hand-like fore-feet and the conformation of the fin- 
like hind limbs, so closely resembling the tail of a fish, 
might easily suggest the idea of a being who was man 
above and fish below. Still more probable is it that the 
Mermaid of our own superstitions originated in the 
appearance of some species of Seal in an unwonted 
locality, a circumstance sufi[icient in the olden time to 
give rise to a far more egregious violation of truth than 
the conversion of the animal into a sea-maiden. The 
only other creature which can have a claim to be re- 
garded as the origin of this world-wide myth is the 
Manatee, a point which will be alluded to hereafter. 
We learn from Suetonius and Pliny that the skin of the 
Seal — vitulus marinus — was believed by the Romans, and 
among them by the Emperor Augustus, to be a protection 
against lightning. 

In our first edition we enumerated five species of this 
group, namely, Pkoca vitulinay Ph. groenlandica, Ph. bar- 
batOy Halicharus gryphus, and Trichechus rosmarus. Of 
these we have resolved to omit PA. barbata, for which 
the Gray Seal has often been mistaken, and of whose 
occurrence on our shores there is no good evidence.* In 

* It is true that the late Mr. Macgilliyray speaks of a Scotch specimei 
in the Edinburgh University Museum {XaturcUufs Library^ VoL X^^I., 
p. 112), but no trace of it can be found by our friend Prof. Turner, who has 
kindly sought for it in the Museum of Science and Art, to which the Uni- 
versity collection was transferred in 1854, nor is anything said by Ma^l- 
li\Tay of its history. It seems probable that there was Eome mistake, either 
in the identification of the species, or as to the locality whence it 
procured. 
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case, however, that it may yet visit these islands, we give 
a figure of its skull as a vignette to the present article. 
This species may be readily recognized by its very dark 
colour, its great size, and the form of its fore-feet, of 
which the third toe is the longest ; the frontal portion of 
the skull is much arched, as shown in the figure, and the 
nasal bones are depressed in front, instead of being 
nearly horizontal as in the other species. 

We have retained Ph. grcenlandica in our list, though 
with much doubt, and have added two other species 
which have been recorded since the date of our first 
edition, namely, PA. hispida and Cystophora cristata. 






Gfenus Phoca (Linnsua, 17G6). 

Oenerie Character. -^Hetd ronoded, moule iMtId, bnin-ouw of tkill 
lurge. Teetih, {dc. f, can. j:), grinden j:J, tabercnlated, (ho Gnt with oiic 
raot, tbe reat with two. 

COMMON SEAL. 

Phoca tiitulina (Linnaeus). 

Specific Characltr. — Spotted aboTS with grey noil block, vLitiih Ww. 
AKCDiling piwesgea of intermaiUloriea tmticBited, aot reacbiDg the Bialstr 
tonching them nt atiB point only ; booy palate acutely nolched betiii, 
posMrior palHtine foi&mena openiDg on maxilliv. MoUn crowdcil, plmJ 
obliquely. Length of adult froni three to Gve feet. 

Phxa vitHlina. LnnJiua, Syst. Nat. 1. 56 il~66). 

„ trarityala. KiLssaR, Skand. Fauna (1S3Q). 

Cab>eephal<i4 vUnlinv*. P. Cdtieb, Diet. 8e. Nat. SXXTX, &ti (1838). 

I^g-Gsh iShalaHd) ; Bawn {Ildirida) -, Bedch, Selkie (SeoOaiut), 3b- 
dog, 6e»-«U, and Scacat (i>/ Sailort). 

The distin^ishing cbaractertstics of this, the com* 
monest Euiapeau species of Seal, are at length well 
determined. Of these, the oblique position of the 



OOHMON SEAL. 



241 



» 



moiar- teeth, by which the inner posterior margin of one 
is brought in contact with the outer anterior margin of 
the next behind it, was pointed out in our first edition 
as being not less striking than distinctive. Since then 
Mr. Ball has expressed the opinion that this character is 
not to be depended upon, it being a mark of youth and 
disappearing "long before the skull attains its maximum 
size" {TYam, Roij. Irish Ac, v. VIII.); but we still believe 
that it will be found to be characteristic at all ages, 
although it is certainly more marked in young than in 
very old animals. In the structure of the skull, also, 
well-marked features will be found, of which we may 
mention the following : — The posterior margin of the 
palatal bones is deeply and acutely notched, aifording 
a good character to distinguish the skull from that of 
fk. barbata and Ph. grcenlandica ; and the posterior pala- 
tine foramena are situated on the maxillse, and not on the 
palatines or on the suture as in Ph. kispida. Another 
striking peculiarity is in the form of the intermaxillary 
bones, the ascending processes of which do not run up to 
a point along the outer margin of the nasals, as in the 
other members of the genus, but are truncated above, 
and either do not touch the nasals at all, or are in con- 
tact with them at one point only. These characters we 
believe to be quite constant, and they will be easily 
understood by a comparison of our figures of the skulls 
of the various species. In external form and markings, 
it would he difBcult to point out definitely any one 
peculiarity by which this species could be unhesitatingly 
separated from its nearest allies. 

The Common Seal is strictly littoral in its habits, 
frequenting the coasts of both sides of the North 
Atlantic, but avoiding the ice of the open sea. It is 
common in Spilzbergen, Greenland, and Davis Straits; 
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in Greenland many are annually killed, the average 
yearly capture of this and the next species in the 
Danish settlements amounting, according to Dr. R. 
Brown, to upwards of seven hundred thousand. It is 
also abundant on the shores of Northern Russia, Scan- 
dinavia, Holland, and France, but is rare in the Baltic. 
It is said to occur occasionally in the Mediterranean, 
but the common species in that sea is the Monk Seal 
(Ph, monachus). The Seal found in the Caspian Sea was 
regarded by Pallas as a variety of Ph. vitvlinaj but has 
been separated by Nilsson as Ph, caspica^ and is con- 
sidered by him to be more nearly allied to the next 
species ; it is still very imperfectly known. 

In our own islands the Common Seal is found all 
round the coast in suitable places, but is much less abun- 
dant than it formerly was, and has been quite banished 
from many places where it was formerly well known. 
It is common on many parts of the Irish coast, and is 
very abundant among the Scotch islands, especially in 
Shetland and Orkney. In Wales and Cornwall it is well 
known, but it is now very rarely seen on the shores of 
the southern and eastern counties of England. 

The habits of this species are not markedly different 
from those of the rest of the genus. As already 
observed, it is essentially a coast-loving species, not ex- 
tending its range to the ice-fields of the open sea, and it 
is particularly fond of sheltered sounds and bays, where 
the water is not very dccj), and fish are plentiful. An 
excellent account of its manners, as observed in the 
Hebrides, was given by the late Mr. J, Wilson in the 
first volume of the ** Magazine of Zoology and Botany." 
He observes that the Seals leave the water every tide, 
usually selecting low shelving rocks for a resting-place, 
and almost invariably such as are separated from the 
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mainland. Here they usually remain, if undisturbed, 
for about six hours, " They lie together so close as to 
appear to be almost in contact, to the number sometimes 
of one, two, or three dozen. With their heads constantly 
turned to the sea, and seldom more than a yard or two 
from it, they seem to enjoy a pleasing repose on terra 
Jirma^ their appetites appeased by previous fishing, and 
a feeling of comfort or satisfaction produced upon their 
moistened surface by the genial rays of an invigorating 
sun. But even in this their hour of rest, their customary 
caution never leaves them, for one of their number is 
placed a little higher up the rock than tlie others, and he 
seems constantly awake, and ever and anon raises his 
grim features, scenting the windward air." When undis- 
turbed they frequently utter a grunting sound, like pigs. 
We have already alluded, in our general account of 
the family, to the peculiar way in which the true Seals 
move on land. This is very well marked in the present 
species, and must be familiar to most visitors to the 
gardens of the Zoological Society, where its quaint and 
graceful movements in the water may also be well 
observed, and especially its habits of swimming on its 
back and of twisting itself in cork-screw fashion in the 
water. Ludicrous as is its gait on land, a Seal can get 
along on the level at a good round pace, and Mr. Ball 
mentions that one which escaped from captivity during 
the night had passed over rough ground to a distance of 
at least a mile and a half before it was recaptured. In 
the water a Seal is perfectly at home, and Dr. Brown 
believes that it can even sleep when afloat : ** I have 
frequently been assured," he says, " by old Seal-hunters 
that Seals can sleep on their back^ while floating in the 
sea, and this statement corroborates that of Fabricius 
and other naturalists. In 1861, in Davis Straits, the 
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steamer in which I was ran against a Seal sleeping in 
this manner." 

In the quaint language of Low, in his ** Fauna Orca- 
densis," "Seals seem to have a great deal of curiosity: 
if people are passing in boats they often come quite 
close up to the boats and stare at them, following for a 
long time together : if people are speaking loud, they 
seem to wonder what may be the matter. The church 
of Hoy, in Orkney, is situated near a small sandy bay 
much frequented by these creatures ; and I observed 
when the bell rang for divine service all the Seals within 
hearing, swam directly for the shore, and kept looking 
about them as if surprised, rather than frightened, and 
in this manner continued to wonder so long as the 
bell rang." The fondness of these animals for music has 
been often noticed, and did not escape the attention of 
Sir Walter Scott, who tells us how — 

** Bnde Heiskar's Seals through surges daii^ 
Will long pursue the mmstrel's l^ark." 

In the " Naturalists' Library," it is stated that Seals may 
easily be attracted by playing on a flute, and Scoresby 
says that whistling will often bring them to the surface. 
The promise of intelligence and docility given by the 
highly developed brain and mild demeanour of the true 
Seals, is not belied by their conduct in captivity. There 
are many records of the extent to which they may be 
rendered obedient to the commands of their master, to 
whom they often exhibit a very warm attachment. 
Frederic Cuvier mentions one which would rise on its 
hind feet, shoulder a stick as a musket, lie down on the 
right or left side, and perform many other tricks. The 
so-called '* Talking Fish '^ which were exhibited in this 
country some years ago, were merely well-trained Seals. 
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The docility of this animal is no new discovery, the 
ancients were well acquainted with this trait in its 
character, and Pliny in particular lias the following 
passage : — " Accipiuut disciplinam, voceque pariter et 
visu populo salutant, ineondito fremitu: nomine vocati 
respondent." 

The food of this species consists entirely of various 
fish ; Mr. Wilson observes that it is especially fond of 
flounders, which indeed form its principal food in the 
Hebrides, It is also a great foe of the salmon, which it 
follows up rivers to a considerable distance. 

The Common Seal pairs in September, and a single 
young one — or sometimes two — Is born about the month 
of June. An account of the birth of a young Common 
Seal in the Zoological Society's Gardens is given by Mr. 
Bartlett in the " Proceedings " for 1868 under the name 
of Ph. fcEtido, the parents having at first been wrongly 
identified {Cf. P. Z. S., 1871, p. 701). The cub was at 
first clad in a loose coat of outer fur and hair, but in a 
few minutes after birth it completely divested itself of 
this covering, which formed a sort of mat on which it 
lay for the first hour or so. It would appear that in 
PA. vitulina this woolly coat is always shed either before 
birth or immediately after; in some species it is retained 
much longer. Mr. Bartlett adds that this young Seal was 
swimming and diving within three hours of its birth, that 
it had a single call-note — a low soft ba — and that its 
mother turned on her side to suckle it. 

The skin and oil of the Seal are valuable, and the flesh 
was formerly much appreciated, especially during the 
fasts of the Roman Catholic Church, when it was regarded 
as fish. In Orkney the limbs used to be cured as hams, 
and in Greenland this species is especially valued as afiTord- 
ing the best of all " Seal-beef." 
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KINGED OR MARBLED SEAL. 
Phoca hispida (Schreber). 

Spceijte Charader, — Bbckish grvjabave. markft^ with oval whltigh rings; 
vtiitiih below. Hiiir mtt, Bub-erect. AsCEnding processesof inlenniixilUries 
nnoing U> n point ap the udee of the oasnla ; fionj palate acutely nAtuhtd 
J habiad 1 pmterior palatine forameDa nprntng on nr behind the pnlnto-roaxil- 
khtj mtur*. Giinden placed in a Btroigbl line, not obliqoe, Dwal length 
•e to four feet. 

SOURKB*)!, BHugethiere, III. 313 {before 1778). 
PABntoiDB, in MilUer's Frod. Zool. Dan. p. YIII. 

(not daerUitd) 1770. 

NiLBSOV, Skand. Pnana {1830). 

rtiiudurolor, F. CnvtRB, Diet. 8.;. Hat. XXXIX. 6« (1821), 

fi/atiilia, J. B. as.iv, Proc. Zoal. 8oc. 1801, 31. 

[ tftilmt of Green land era. A'crpa of Eoniuis. Plot-rat at Sualtra, Badach 

1 Hebridiua t 

The Ringed Sealj in its external features, comes very 
■ar the common species, thougli it may be distinguished 
by its constantly smaller size, and usually by the distinctly 
atmulated character of its markings. Better points of 
dutinction, however, are to be found in the skull and 
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dentition. It agrees with Ph. vitulina in the deep 
angular emargination of the bony palate, but differs in 
the form of the ascending processes of the intermaxilla- 
ries, which run to a point up the sides of the nasals ; in 
the posterior palatine foramena opening on or behind the 
suture, instead of on the maxillary bones ; and in the 
grinding teeth being placed in a straight line, and not 
obliquely. 

This is a northern species, being especially abundant, 
according to Dr. R, Brown, between 76® and 77*^ north 
latitude. Parry met with it as far north as 820. In 
Greenland it is principally met with in the north, though 
numbers are also killed in the southern settlements; in 
Davis Strait it is very plentiful among icebergs and in 
the great ice-fjords. Nilsson states that it is found in 
Lake Saimen in Finland, and in Lake Onega, and he 
regards the Seal of Lake Baikal as a variety of this 
species, differing only in its more uniform grey colour, a 
determination which is confirmed by Herr Radde, who 
figures and describes the Baikal form in his " Reise im 
Siiden von Ost-Siberien." The Ringed Seal is found on 
all the Scandinavian coasts, both Atlantic and Baltic, and 
was traced by Nilsson as far south as the Channel, whence 
there are specimens in the Paris Museum. 

The claims of this species to be admitted to the British 
Fauna rest principally on the occurrence of one speci- 
men on the Norfolk coast in 1846, the skull of which 
was presented to the Norwich Museum by Mr. J. H. 
Gurney. This skull was sent for examination to Prof. 
Flower in 1871, and was identified by him as belonging 
to this species in the " Proceedings of the Zoological 
Society " for that year. According to Mr. Southwell, 
the Seal was bought in the flesh in a perfectly fresh con- 
dition in the fish-market of Norwich, and was stated to 



RINGED SEAL. 249 

have been taken on the neighbouring coast, but Mr. 
Gumey does not now remember the exact locality. The 
fur was of a grey colour, and the skull is that of a very 
aged animal. But although this is our only certain 
record of the species having been killed in Britain, there 
is reason to believe that it sometimes visits our coasts. 
In Mr. Wilson's paper on Scottish Seals in the first volume 
of the " Magazine of Zoology and Botany," a small and 
rare species is mentioned on the authority of Mr. McNeil 
of Colonsay as being sometimes seen in the Hebrides, 
where it is called by the natives Bodach, or ''the old 
man.'' ** So small is it that my informant for a long 
time entertained an idea (in opposition to the prevailing 
opinion of the natives) that it was the young of the 
Common Seal. This view, however, he afterwards gave 
up, on seeing specimens not larger than an ordinary Seal 
of three months^ but with grey beards and decayed teeth ; 
and, moreover, when on shore on the same rock with the 
other Seals, they do not lie near them, but a little way 
apart. They are also few in number, and Mr. McNeil 
does not happen to recollect having ever seen two of them 
U^ether. They are not at all so shy as the Common 
Seal, nor do they frequent such wild and desert stations 
as Tapvaisi " (the Grey Seal). Mr. Lloyd has suggested 
that this Bodach of the Hebridians must be the Ringed 
Seal, and from both the size and the habits mentioned 
this view seems more than probable. To go back to 
geological times, it was probably not uncommon on the 
shores of Britain during the glacial epoch, for our friend 
Prof. Turner has identified the remains of Seals found in 
the brick-clays of various parts of Scotland with this 
species ; it has also been found in similar deposits in 
Sweden by Prof. Kinberg, along with Ph, vitulina and 
Ph. barbata. 

K K 
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According to Dr. Brown the " Floe-rat/' as this species 
is named by the Sealers, delights in the ice of the coasts, 
seldom frequenting that of the open sea, and lives in 
retired situations at some distance from the margins of 
the floes. Here it keeps open its atluk or hole for fish- 
ing, beside which it passes much of its time in sleep. 
Fabricius considered it the most incautious of aU the 
Seal tribe. 

The pairing time is said to be in June, and a single 
young one is bom on the fixed ice late in winter or very 
early in spring. It is at first clad in white or dirty grey 
woolly fur, which is retained for nearly a month. Herr 
Malmgren states that it will take to the water before it 
loses this first covering, which is not the case with the 
cubs of either the Greenland or the Grey Seal. The 
mother is much attached to her offspring, and is said to 
carry it away in her mouth in case of danger. 

This Seal received the name of PA. fmtida from 
Fabricius in a list of Greenland animals published in 
Miiller's " Prodromus Zoologicae Danica" in 1776, but 
without any description. Schrebcr named it PA. hispida 
prior to 1778, and Fabricius subsequently withdrew his 
name in favour of Schreber's, an example which Prof. 
Flower considers should be followed. The name fwtida 
is derived from the strong smell of the old males. 
Fabricius says " Mares veteres foetidissimis ad nauseam 
usque etiam Grcenlandis," but Dr. Brown regards the 
flesh of all, but especially of the young, as being " suffi- 
ciently palatable to an educated palate." The skin afibrds 
the common material for clothing in North Greenland, 
but is not so much valued for that purpose as that of the 
last species. 

The general appearance is much that of the Common Seal. 
The upper parts are dark brownish-grey, almost black on 
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the back, and marked on the sides with numerous irregu- 
larly oval whitish rings ; the belly is whitish, with a few 
dark spots, and the region round the eye is uniform in 
colour. The whiskers are thin and brown, the hair fine, 
sub-erect, and rather soft. The young, after losing their 
first woolly coat, are paler than the adults, and their mark- 
ings are obscure. 

Fabricius gives the length of the adult animal as four 
feet, seldom four and a half; Nilsson says three, while 
Malmgren states that they sometimes attain a still greater 
size, and that he has seen one five and a half Swedish 
feet in length. 





I'hoea gnBalamliea, Pabricids, MuUcr'irrod. SooI. Dan. p. luL (liW 

Valiefj'hal'ayTVidandita, P. Cuvkb, Diet. Se, Nai. XXXIS. 54S (lSif> 
Pagopkilvt 'jnadandifa, J. E. HRar, Cat. Thiw. Urit. Mnfl. 26. 

The Greenland or Harp Seal is readily disdnguishaUc, 
ill the case of the adult male, hy its peculiar luarking*- 
More constant characters, however, will be found in ihr 
structure of the skull, in which llie posterior edge d 
the bony palate is not notched, but nearly straight, whik 
the branches of the lower jaw are sub-parallel iu fnini, 
instead of diverging at once, as in the other memben ^ 
the genus. 

It is not without lunsidi' ruble doubt that we retain lit 
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Grcicnland St^al in the list of Britisii Mammala; but, 
although we are unable to point out any undoubted 
native specimens in our Museums, the evidence in favour 
of its occasional occurrence seema too strong to be disre- 
garded. In the first edition of this work two skulls are 
mentioned of Seals killed in the Severn, which were 
exhibited at a meeting of the British Association at 
Bristol in 1836 by our friend Dr. Riley, and which were 
at first referred by Prof. Nilsson to Phoca annellata 
{Ph. hispida), but were afterwards determined, both by 
that gentleman and by the author, to belong to the present 
species. Doubts have since been thrown on this identi- 
fication by Mr. Ball, in his paper on Seals in the seventh 
volume of the "Transactions of the Royal Irish Aca- 
demy," in which he considers that these skulls belonged 
neither to Ph. annellata nor to Ph. ffranlandtca, and that 
their species had yet to be determined. We are not 
aware where these specimens now are; but a careful 
comparison of the somewhat rude figure of one of them 
in Mr. Ball's lithographic sketches of Seals in our 
possession, seems to confirm our former decision ; the 
distinctly transverse hinder margin of the palate is very 
marked, and in the meantime we must retain the belief 
that the skull in question was that of a young example 
of PA. granlandka. Our further evidence as to visits of 
the Harp Seal to our coasts is not very satisfactory. A 
young Seal taken in ihe Firth of Forth is doubtfully 
ferred to this species by the late Mr. Macgillivray, as 
one caught in the Thames in 1858 by Dr. Gray, but 
in neither case were the skulls observed. Mr. H. D. 
Graham, in a communication printed in the first volume 
of the " Proceedings of the Natural History Society of 
Glasgow," describes three large Seals seen by him in the 
Island of Jura which Jiad all the markings characteristic 
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of this species, and he considers that it is confounded by 
the Hebridians with the Grey Seal under the name of 
" Tapvaist,*' Dr. Saxby stated, in the " Zoologist" for 
1864, that several Harp Seals were seen in March of that 
year in the Voe of Baltasound, Shetland, and observes 
that the species is not very rare there, but- is said only 
to be seen during bad weather. Lastly, we have been 
kindly informed by Mr. H, Evans of Darley Abbey, 
Derbyshire, that about the year 1856 he shot what be 
fully believes to have been a Greenland Seal near 
Roundstonc, County Galway ; most unfortunately the 
animal sunk and was lost, but Mr. Evans, who is well 
acquainted with the Common and Grey species, is 
perfectly certain that it was quite distinct from either. 

This is an Arctic species, with a very wide lateral 
range, extending from North America to Nova Zembia, 
and probably still further to the east. It is strictly 
migratory, and is in no one locality found all through 
the year. It may be said to be resident on the coasts of 
Greenland, but leaves them twice annually, from March 
till May to breed, and again in the pairing season from 
July to September. In spring it is found in great 
numbers near the Island of Jan May en, and occasionally 
it wanders much further to the southward. 

The Greenland Seal frequents the margins of the 
great ice-fields and the neighbouring floating masses, and 
it is Sciid never to make an atluk or breathing-hole like 
the other species. Our friend Prof. Newton, who met 
with this Seal at Spitzbergen, observes (P. Z. S., 1864, 
p. 498): — " It is of a sociable disposition, and we saw it 
in herds of not less than fifty in number. These were 
very fond of swimming in line, their heads only above 
water, engaged in a game of ' follow my leader,' for on 
the first Seal making a roll over or a spring into the air, 
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each Seal of the whole procession on arriving at the 
same spot did the like, and exactly in the same manner.*' 
Mr. Newton suggests that a herd so employed may have 
been the origin of some of the stories of the Great Sea- 
Serpent, passing in undulating coils along the surface. 
Dr. Murie has remarked that the Harp Seals living in 
the Zoological Society's Gardens used their fore limbs 
occasionally in progression on dry land, employing them 
alternately to drag the body forward. 

The food of this Seal consists of fish, of which Fabri- 
cius specially mentions Cottus scorpius and Salmo arcticus^ 
and also of molluscous and crustaceous animals. 

The young are born on the fixed ice in March ; these 
are one, rarely two in number, according to Fabricius, 
but Dr. R. Brown says there are often two, and the 
sealers believe sometimes three. The cub retains its 
white woolly coat for a fortnight or three weeks, and, 
like the young Grey Seal, it refuses to enter the water 
till this is lost. The changes of colour which the animal 
undergoes are thus enumerated by Dr. Brown. While 
it retains the woolly coat it is known to the sealers as a 
" White-coat." Its first covering of short fur is dark 
speckled, and now it is a " Hare." The third stage, in 
which the back is bluish and the belly dark silvery, is 
distinguished by the name of " Blue-back," and finally 
the adult colouring is gradually assumed. Dr. Brown 
thinks that three years are suflicient for this cycle of 
changes, but in Greenland it is believed to occupy five 
years. 

The annual take of this species in the Danish settle- 
ments in Greenland is estimated at thirty-six thousand. 

In the adult male the general colour is tawny or 
yellowish-grey, sometimes nearly white. The so-called 
"saddle-mark" is a large crescentic patch of brown or 
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black, crossing th« front part of tbe back and paani^ 
backwards towards the hind limbs. The muzzle and 
extremities are dark, the former sometimes nearly block. 
These markings, however, are not constant!/ alike, the 
8addle>mark being much more pronounced and r^^r io 
some than in others. The lower parts are of "a dingj 
or .tarnished silvery hue." 

The adult female, says Dr. Brown, is of a dull wUtidi 
or yellowish straw-colour, and tawny on the back. 
Some are bluish or grey above, with oval marking!, tbae 
he believes to he younger individuals. 

The adult animal attains usually a length of five feet, 
and sometimes more, but rarely reaches six feet. 




noor.ED SEAL. 



267 

pniii:iD.R. 




Genus Cystofhora (Niltison, 
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UI17. Skull wilb osHiiiei) portion of meutliiDoid prmluFol in front 
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Cyttophora cristata (Erxleljeii). 

Sptcifc Charaeler. — D&rk grey nlmve, spotted witli ui eien ibirker sbAiluj 
Igbter beneatb. Length of sdult from wtgd to ten feet. 

PKomrruUUa, Erxlxbem, Syiit. Reg. An., G90 (1777). 

[esuina, Pabkidius, Fauna Qnenl. (ncc. Linn,) 1700. 

vutnOa, Cdhkk, Ojaem. Pom. V. 210. 

D^nlogatofd erktala, Nilssuk, Pkand. Fnuua (1820). 
BcMautt^nu cnihUM, F. Cir%-iBB, Di<:t. Sc. Nat., XXXIX. (1S2(I). 
.AUtentxub ol Qreenlanden, KlapmgiU of Duicb, fi/oi^r-nuu of SulIitk, 

This genus differs strikingly from the rest of tlie 

mily, both lu its external and osteologieal diaractcra, 

Tlie nasal aperture of the skull is much expanded, and 
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the bony partition of the nostrils is continued forward 
in front of the shortened nasal bones ; while there are 
four incisors in the upper jaw, and only two in the lower. 
But the most remarkable peculiarity is the large tuber- 
culous hood, or bladder-like appendage, on the nose of 
the adult male, which is capable of being expanded 
when the animal is excited, and seems designed to pro- 
tect its most vulnerable point from injury. 

The Hooded or Crested Seal is an inhabitant of the 
polar seas, but does not appear to extend very far north. 
It is migratory in its habits, being found in South 
Greenland from April to June, and reappearing in 
August. Dr. R. Brown gives the yearly take in the 
Danish settlements at about two to three thousand ; in 
North Greenland, this species is only a straggler, but he 
lias seen it not uncommonly at Disco Bay, and killed it 
at Melville Bay. It is found on the American coasts, 
and is common in March and April at Jan Mayen. 
Occasionally it occurs on the coasts of Iceland and 
Northern Scandinavia, and it is recorded as a native of 
the Spitzbergen seas by Martins and Scoresby, but Herr 
Malmgren says that it has not been observed by more 
recent voyagers. What appears to have been a Bladder- 
nose is recorded to have been killed in the Sound so far 
back as 1549, and in France a young male was taken 
at rile d'Oleron in 1843, and is figured in Gervais's 
" Zoologie et Paleontologie Frangaises." 

Two specimens of the Hooded Seal are certainly known 
to have been killed in Britain, and it seems probable 
that other examples have occurred. A young example 
was taken in the River Orwell on the 29th June, 1847, as 
recorded by Mr. W. B. Clarke, and is preserved in the 
Ipswich Museum ; this specimen is described as being 
only forty inches in length, of a nearly uniform grey 
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above^ darker posteriorly, and yellowish- white beneath. 
A second, also young, was found on a rock opposite St 
Andrews, on the S2nd July, 1 872 ; it made no attempts 
to escape, and was killed with stones. This example, 
which measured forty-seven inches in length, is described 
in detail by Mr. R. Walker in the " Scottish Naturalist," 
vol. ii., p. 1. Messrs. Baikie and Heddle, in their " His- 
toria Naturalis Orcadensis *^ (1848), state that specimens 
are said to have been killed at Rousa and at Papa Westra. 
Mr. Ball, in his paper on Irish Seals in vol. viii. of the 
** Transactions of the Royal Irish Academy,** quotes a 
letter from Mr. R. W. Mcllwray, of Co. Mayo, describing 
an extraordinary Seal seen by him near Westport, which 
had the forehead enlarged *' with immense bladder-like 
protuberances over the eyes," — it also seemed to have 
external ears. Lastly, we may observe that, as far back 
as 1577, mention is made in Hollingshed's ''Cronicle" of 
^* sundry fishes of monstrous shape, with cowls over their 
heads like unto Monks, and in the rest resembling the 
body of Man," whose appearance in the Firth of Forth 
was followed by pestilence and murrain. Both of these 
last notices seem probably to refer to this strange- 
looking Seal, and it may be observed that its occasional 
occurrence on the northern coasts of Norway has excited 
the superstitious fears of the natives, who describe it, 
according to Bishop Gunnerus, as a sort of Merman, 
named Klakkekalen — a hairy man with a cap on his head, 
seen standing upright among the waves. 

In its native seas this species is described as being the 
boldest and most fearless of the Seal tribe. '* The male 
Bladder-nose,'' writes Dr. R. Brown, in the paper to 
which we have so often referred, " is in truth the lion 
of the sea, dividing the empire of the polar waters with 
his huge ally the Walrus. Instead of flying from the 



260 PHOCID^. 

hunter, he will calmly await the approach of danger, 
preparing for defence by betaking himself to the centre 
of the piece of ice he is on, and blowing up the air- 
bladder on his forehead, while he rears his head and 
snuffs the air like an enraged bull, and often gives battle 
successfully, making the clubs fly from the hands of his 
assailants with his flippers, his head being protected as 
by a helmet by the air-bladder. He will then in turn 
act on the offensive and put his opponents to flight, 
pursuing them with a shufliing serpent-like motion over 
the ice ; the result often proving somewhat dangerous to 
the panic-struck hunter if his boat has left that piece of 
ice, as the Seal will use his tusks rather ferociously when 
thus enraged. However, he is not inclined to give 
battle unless provoked, and looks a dull stupid sort of 
epicurean, as he lolls on the surface of the ice, and gazes 
about with his large black eyes with an apparently un- 
meaning stare." Fabricius compares the voice of this 
species to the barking and whining of a dog. 

In its food this species resembles the other larger 
Seals — it is said by Fabricius to be particularly fond of 
cod and flounders. Herr Malmgren describes it as more 
pelagic in its habits than any other species, except Pk 
(/rcmlandica, and as being very seldom found near land. 

The Hooded Seal is polygamous, and the males fight 
desperately during the pairing season. One young one 
is born on the ice about the month of April ; it is at first 
pure white, but soon becomes darker. 

The adult male is distinguished by the large double 
sac on its nose and forehead, which is divided by a carti- 
laginous crest, a continuation of the nasal septum. In 
a state of rest this hood is flaccid, but when the animal 
is irritated it is fully inflated with air. The body is 
long, but robust ; in the fore-paw, the first finger is the 
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longest, the rest being gradually shorter to the fifth. 
The hair is rather long, and the under-wool is very soft 
and thick. The upper parts are dark grey, nearly black, 
with oval spots and markings of a still darker shade ; the 
lower parts are lighter grey. The young, after losing 
their first woolly white coat, are grey above and white 
below. 

The size of this species appears to vary considerably ; 
Fabricius gives the length of the adult as eight feel, 
Nilsson says seven to eight feet, and Scurosby ten to 
twelve feet. 





Genus Halich^hus (Nilsson 



Generic Character. — Head fiatltned, mDule deep, tnmoted. 
of skull emalt, nnsal openmg very large, TeeLh, inc. \, molmn 
airnjile, b&nll; tu1>erculalieil, onlj the lust two in tbe ii|i)ier jav, 
une in the lower, with double roots. 



GREY SEAL, 
Halicharus ifryphua (Fabriclus). 



] 



Spteifie Character.— XeWovah-erej, lighter benoath, with dark 
KDil blotchoc. BoDj piikte nearlj transveisti behind, ili^tlj 
palatine forBmena opening ou paljttincti. 

Phuca SPT/phu*, FiBRioiDa, Sktitt. Nfttuth. S«l>k. I. 107 (1790), 

HaHcliirrut grueiu, Nilsson, Skuid. Fftuna (1820). 
llaaf-JUh of Onadiana, T'ipiaitt of Hebridcaog. 

Tins large Seal was first described by Fabricius at 
Pkoca gri/phus, and was generically separated by Prof, 
Nilsson under the name of HalickiBrua griaeui. It is at 
once distinguished from the true Phocit by the form of 
ita skull and molar leetb. The facial bones are very 
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large in proportion to the brain-case, which is much 
narrowed ; the nasal opening is extremely large, the hind 
margin of the bony palate is concavely rounded, and the 
posterior foramena open on the palatine bones. The 
grinders are conical, and very simple in form, with 
hardly any tubercules, and only the last two of the 
upper, and the last one of the lower jaw, have double 
roots. Externally the body is elongated, the head 
flattened, and the muzzle deep and obliquely truncated. 
The Grey Seal inhabits the temperate northern seas 
rather than the polar waters. It frequents the shores of 
the North Sea and Baltic, and is well known on the 
coasts of Iceland, Scandinavia, Denmark, and North 
Germany. According to Blasius, it is the commonest 
species in Iceland, where (as in Ireland) it is more 
gregarious than in the Baltic. Dr. R. Brown cannot 
claim it with certainty as a native of Greenland, though 
he believes that it sometimes visits the southern parts 
along with the Harp Seal, and Herr Malmgren states 
that it is unknown at Spitzbergen, but considers it to 
be the Gronfdlg of the Laps, occasionally seen in small 
numbers on the coast of Finmark. 

The existence of a very large Seal on the British 
coasts has long been known, but it was always referred 
to Ph. barbata, and it is to the investigations of Mr. 
Ball of Dublin that we are indebted for its proper 
identification. That gentleman having obtained speci- 
mens in Ireland which he was unable to name, brought 
the matter before the British Association in 1836, when 
his specimens were recognized by Prof. Nilsson as 
belonging to his Halich<sru8 griseus. On examining 
Donovan's Orkney Seal, attributed to Ph. barbaia, in the 
British Museum, Mr. Ball found that it was an ill- 
prepared example of the same species. Since that time 
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the Grey Seal has been recognized on many parts of our 
coasts. It is undoubtedly the Haaf-fish of the Orcadians 
and Shetlands, and appears certainly to be the Tapvaiti 
of the Hebrideans, of which the following account ii 
given by Mr, Wilson in the first volume of the *' Maga- 
zine of Zoology and Botany": — **The Tapvaitt or 
Great Seal is observed occasionally ashore with indivi- 
duals of other kinds, but notwithstanding this it may be 
characterized as being of solitary habits^ and as selecting 
the most remote and unfrequented situations. It is 
neither so lively nor so watchful as the Common Seal^ 
nor is it so easily alarmed. It resembles that species in 
its general colouring, but may at once be distinguished 
from it by its enormous size/* Mr. Wilson adds that 
the young is born above high-water mark in the end of 
September or beginning of October, and is at first 
covered with white hair, which is retained for many 
weeks, but shed before it takes to the water; the 
average weight of the adult he estimates at about thirty 
stone. One of the principal stations of this species in 
the Hebrides is a rock named Haskeir, near North Uist ; 
here, according to Capt. H. J. Elwes (" Ibis," 1869, 
p. 25), large numbers were formerly destroyed, but of 
late years the proprietor has wisely put a stop to the 
slaughter, as the Seals were in danger of total exter- 
mination. Dr. Brown considers this as a very common 
species in the Hebrides, so much so that his friend 
Captain McDonald killed no less than seventy in a cruise 
of a few weeks. On the mainland of Scotland the Grej 
Seal is comparatively rare; Prof, Turner has recorded 
that two young ones were taken near Montrose in 1869, 
and an adult female near St. Andrews in 1870 ("Jour- 
nal of Anat. and Phys.," 1870); he learns also from 
Dr. Stirling that it is well known in the Tay by the 
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name of " Black Seal," where it is very destructive both 
to fish and nets. 

Mr. Edmonstone*s account of the Great Seals of 
Shetland ("Zetland Isles," v. II., p. 294), agrees with 
Mr. Wilson's observations. They associate in pairs, 
frequent the most exposed situations, and bring forth 
their young in September, October, or November. In 
our first edition, under the head of Ph, barbata, we 
quoted some remarks by the late Mr. Selby on the Great 
Seals of the Fame Islands ; these also are to be referred 
to the present species, as is proved by specimens pre- 
sented by that distinguished naturalist to the British 
Museum. He observes that " this species calves in the 
month of November upon several of the outer rocks, 
where the young are suckled every tide for the space of 
fourteen or fifteen days." A Grey Seal has been taken 
in the Severn, and is preserved in the Bristol Institution ; 
and in 1857 a specimen was killed in the Isle of Wight, 
aa recorded by Capt. Hadfield in the " Zoologist " for 
that year (pp. 700, 787). The Zoological Society have 
received living specimens from the coast of Wales. 

On the southern and western coasts of Ireland, where 
this species is very abundant, it is more gregarious than 
in most other places. Mr. Ball has heard of as many as 
thirteen being seen together, and Mr. H. Evans kindly 
sends us the following note on the habits of the species 
in County Gal way : "1 have got within a short distance 
of, say, ten or twelve Grey Seals, lying on scattered 
though neighbouring rocks, and uttering the most dis- 
mal bowlings in chorus. The largest I have ever killed 
weighed six hundredweight — he was a grand old bull/^ 

The following extracts of a letter from our friend 
Mr. A. G. More, give a graphic account of his success- 
ful shot at a large individual of this species :— * 

M M 
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"The Halicharus whose photograph I sent to you ia 
1869, I had the good luck to shoot, and still more to 
retrieve from deep water, close to a little rocky islet 
called Eagle Rock, which lies off Connemara, between 
Golam Island and the Isles of Arran. It was a full- 
grown male, and liad been known to frequent the loca- 
lity for many years. I took from its skin a musket-ball, 
which was embedded just between the skin and the 
blubber, thus showing that the old veteran had been 
under fire before. The beast sank at once on receiving 
my bullet, leaving only a great patch of blood to show 
the place, and we had to wait more than an hour before 
the water hecame sufficiently clear to see him where he 
was lying dead at the bottom. Then, by means of a 
long pole borrowed from the gatherers of seaweed, to 
which we attached a harpoon which I always carried with 
me, we succeeded in raising our prize, and carried him 
joyfully into Arran, where all the country people said it 
was the biggest Seal they had ever seen. The weight on 
scales in Dublin was 3 J cwt. (near 400 lbs.). Its 
extreme length, in a line from nose to end of flipper, 
8 feet exactly ; girth of body at thickest, 5 ft. 3 in.; 
round the fore-arm, 12J in.; spread of flipper, 21 in. 
In my own experience, they are the most difficult of 
all animals to approach. During four days' Seal-hunting 
last August I never got nearer than eighty yards of a 
swimming head, and 1 have always found it extremely 
hard to stalk them when out of water. 

" When lying on flat rocks or level sand-banks, the Seals 
have a way of turning up their hind flippers and the 
head at the same time, so as to form a kind of curve, 
especially when they stretch themselves.** 

If we turn from these home observations to the 
accounts given of this species by northern naturalist, 
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we find a curious discrepancy as to the time of breeding. 
On the coast of Sweden this is stated by Nilsson and 
others to be in February, whereas all British observers 
concur in stating that it is in October or November. 
It seems possible that the explanation may be that the 
milder climate of Britain permits of pairing taking 
place much earlier than in Scandinavia. 

As might be expected from the comparatively small 
size of the brain, the Grey Seal is very inferior in 
intelligence and docility to the species we have already 
treated of. Mr. Ball says it seems scarcely susceptible 
of domestication^ his father made several attempts to 
rear and tame it, but in vain ; and Mr. Bartlett informs 
us that the one now in the Zoological Society's Gardens 
is both greedy and savage. 

We have already pointed out the principal characters 
of this species. In colour it varies so much that it is 
difficult to give any definite description ; to quote the 
words of Mr. Ball : " The changes of colour from age, 
season, sex, &c., of our Halichierus seem so various as to 
offer no guide to a determination of species. In the 
many specimens I have seen I do not recollect that any 
two were precisely similar. The very young females are 
generally of a dull yellowish-white, with rather long 
hair, which falls off in about six weeks after birth, and 
gives place to a shorter and more shining coat of a 
warm dingy yellow, variously blotched with blackish- 
grey, the whole gradually becoming more dull, the 
blotching more indistinct, and a general dark shade 
spreading over the back, as the animal advances in age." 
Owing to the flattened and recurved character of the 
hair, the animal when dry appears uniform silvery-grey 
when seen from before, and of a sooty brown when 
viewed in an opposite direction, the blotches being only 
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visible on a side view. Mr. More conriden that oiilj 
ymmg males have a dark muzzle. 

The adult animal attains a length of from seven to 

ten feet. 
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According lo the arrangement here adapted, the 
Walrus is regarded as the type of a distinct family, of 
which it is the only known member. It may in many 
lespectB be regarded as intermediate between those which 
we have had under consideration, and the Eared Seals 
(OlariJa) of the Southern and Pacific Oceans, agreeing 
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with the former in its general anatomy^ and with the 
latter in the important point of the functional uae of its 
limbs as supports of its body when on land. Instead of 
resting on its belly and progressing by the action of its 
abdominal muscles, as we have seen to be the case with 
the true Seals, the Walrus walks upright^ though in 
an awkward and shuffling manner, the fore-paws being 
turned backwards, while the hind-feet are directed for- 
wards and outwards. In its motions in swimming also, 
it holds an equally intermediate position, for^ while the 
fore-feet are hardly used by the true Seals, and are the 
main organs of propulsion in the Otarida, all four limbs 
are employed by the Walrus ; as Dr. Pettigrew remarks, 
'^ so far as the physiology of its extremities is concerned, 
it may very properly be regarded as holding an inter- 
mediate position between the Seals on the one hand, and 
the Sea-Bears and Sea-Lions on the other.** 

The Walrus is essentially an Arctic animal, and its 
geographical range has been yery much circumscribed by 
the persecution of man. There can be no doubt that 
two or three centuries ago it was common on the northern 
coasts of Scandinavia and at Bear Island, where it is now 
almost unknown — in recent times Nilsson only mentions 
one killed in Nordland, about 1816. It is still plentiful, 
however, in the Spitzbergen and Greenland seas, and on 
the coasts of Arctic America, but even there it appears 
to be rapidly diminishing in numbers. On the west 
coast of America it was met with by Capt. Cook in 
latitude 58° 42', and by Dr. Brown as far south as 
lat. 50°. 

This species can only be regarded as a rare and ac- 
cidental straggler to our coasts, though it is probable 
that its occurrence was formerly more frequent than it ii 
now. In the Museum of the University of Cambridge 
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there is a very fine sub-fossil skull of a Walrus, which 
was found in peat near Ely. It was mentioned as visit- 
ing Scotland, by Hector Boece, whose authority is quoted 
by Sir Robert Sibbald. One was killed in December, 
1817, at Caolas Stocnis, on the east coast of Harris, and 
was examined by the late Mr. Macgillivray, who gave an 
account of it in vol. XVII. of the " Naturalist's Library "; 
it was about ten feet in length, with tusks of eight and a 
half inches. A second was shot in June, 1825, on the 
island of Edday, Orkney, by one of the shepherds of 
Mr. Laing of Papdale ; it was recorded by Mr. R. Scarth, 
in the "Edinburgh Philosophical Magazine" for that 
year, and its head was sent to the Edinburgh College 
Museum. Messrs. Baikie and Heddle state that another 
Walrus made its appearance in Hoy Sound in 1827, but 
it was not captured. One was killed in April, 1841, on 
the East Heiskar, near Harris, by Capt. McDonald, R.N., 
as mentioned by Dr. R. Brown, in the ** Annals and 
Magazine " for 1871 ; and in the " Proceedings of the 
Zoological Society " for 1868, Dr. Brown remarks : — "I 
know of one that was seen in Orkney in 1857, and 
another, the Shetland fishermen told me, had been seen 
in the Nor' Isles about the same time.'* 

In its native climes the Walrus consorts in large herds, 
to the number of hundreds, on the fixed and floating 
ice ; in the former it keeps open atluks, like the Seals. 
When assailed it at once betakes itself to the water, but 
if cut off from its haven of refuge, it fights fiercely, and 
even in the sea a wounded Walrus will not hesitate to 
attack a boat, tearing the planks asunder with its tusks, 
and continuing the conflict till the hunter's lance or bullet 
finds a mortal spot. 

Very various accounts have been given of the food of 
this animal. It was long supposed to feed exclusively 
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on sea-weedy and Sir Everard Home waB informed by 
Mr. Fisher that the stomachs of two which he opened 
contained Fuciis digitalis only. Mr. Lamond, however, 
in his '^ Seasons with the Sea-horses/' states that all those 
which he examined contained the remains of varioiis 
molluscous, radiated, and annulose animals^ although he 
believed that sea-weeds might occasionally be eaten. 
Herr Malmgren, who in " Wiegmann's Archiv " for 1864 
has given by far the best recent account of the habits of 
the Morse, tells us that it lives almost exclusively on two 
species of Mollusks, Mya truncata and Saxicava rugoH^ 
which burrow three to seven inches deep in the mud at 
a depth of ten to fifty fathoms — the Walrus digs these 
up with his tusks, cleverly denudes them of their shells 
with its tongue and grinders, and swallows them whole. 
He only found one other animal in the stomach, a gigantic 
example of Priapulus caudatus. It is evident that this 
food can only be procured after the tusks have reached 
some size, and accordingly the young Walrus is suckled 
by its mother for nearly two years, by which time its 
canines have attained a length of three or four inches. 
Dr. Brown's observations in the Greenland seas are to a 
similar effect. " As to its being carnivorous," he says, "if 
further proof is necessary, I have only to add that when- 
ever one was killed near where a whale's carcase had 
been set adrift, its stomach was invariably found crammed 
with the krang, or flesh of the cetacean." 

According to Herr Malmgren, the pairing time is in 
May and June. The female goes nearly a year with 
young, and, as already mentioned, suckles her single calf 
for nearly two years. As she does not pair during this 
time, it follows that the increase of the species is ex- 
tremely slow, only one young one being born in four 
years. 
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Tiic Walrus is an animal of considerable intelligence 
and docility. In Hakluyt's " PiJgrimea " (1624i) an 
account is given of a young one brought to England by 
Master Thomas Weldou, of the " Godspeed " and ex- 
liibited at court — " As the beaste in shape is very strange, 
BO it is of strange docilitie and apt to be taught, as by 
xperience we often proued." Dr. Brown mentions 
I one he saw in Greenland which was perfectly tame and 
1 Beemingly happy, answering to its name and returning to 
call even when let loose in the sea. Two examples have 
been exhibited of late years in the gardens of the 
Zoological Society, but neither of them survived long. 
The first was purchased in 1853, but only survived a few 
days; the second, captured in Davis Strait in August, 
1866, was brought to London in November, 1867, and 
lived in the gardens iibout six weeks. We had the 
pleasure of seeing this specimen, which was a young male 
of about eight feet in length, with partially developed 
I tusks. In its gait and general appearance its relation- 
ship to the Sea-Bcars was very striking. It was fed 
principally on mussels and whelks, and also on sprats and 
other fish, but it steadily refused the most tempting 
proflers of sea-weed. It soon came to know its keeper, 
L «nd to answer to his call, but unfortunately it died on 
P the I9lh December. On dissection. Dr. Murie found 
that its stomach was extensively ulcerated and contained 
an immense quantity of intestinal worms of an unde- 
scribed species, which has since been named Ascaru 
bicolor by Dr. Baird. 

The name Walrus is from the Norse Hval-ros, " whale- 
horse " or " horse-whale." Thus in Alfred the Great's 
w Saxon version of Oroniua we read that Oether, the 
I Norwegian voyager, " told the King that he went to the 
I'Boith chiefly on account of the horse-whales (fiors- 
N N 
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kvalum)y because they have very good bone in their teeth: 
of these teeth they brought some to the King : and their 
hides are very good for ship-ropes." Rosnutr, another 
Norse name, means ** Sea-horse ; " and Morse is from the 
Russian Morss, Lap Morsk. The Greenlandic name, 
Awuk, is an imitation of the animal's cry, which Dr. 
Brown describes as a guttural " aook ! adok ! " 

The head of the Walrus is rounded, and the muzzle ii 
enormously enlarged to give room for the roots of the 
great tusks. The bristles of the whiskers are very thick, 
stiff, and semi-transparent; the eyes are small and bright; 
the orifices of the ears very small and placed far back. 
The skin is marked with numerous transverse folds on 
the neck and flanks, and is covered with short close hair. 
The colour is light brown, darker in the young and paler 
in the aged animal. 

The milk dentition of the Walrus is given by Wieg- 
mann as inc. |, can. [:|, mol. |:|. In the adult there are 
only two small incisors in the upper jaw, and even these 
are usually lost in macerated skulls. In many specimens 
there are an additional pair of very small molars, which 
Prof. Peters considers to be milk teeth abnormally 
retained ; but Prof. Flower regards it as an open question 
whether they are not rather permanent teeth in an 
aborted condition. The enormous canines, which yield 
a very white and dense ivory, are usually about eight to 
fourteen inches long in the adult animal, but are some- 
times much larger. A pair from Spitzbergen formerly 
in our possession, now in the Cambridge University 
Museum, are two feet long, and a single tusk in the 
Oxford Museum is thirty inches in length, including the 
portion contained in the socket. In these very long tusks 
a slight spiral twist is often perceptible. 

The adult animal attains a length of ten to fifteen feet ; 
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Crantz 3ajs that it even reaches to eighteen, and Cuvier to 
tweoty feet. 

The ordinary position of the animal on shore is shown 
by our figure, which is a copy of an old engraving " ad 
vivum delineatum ab Hesselo G. A." published in 
" L'Histoire du Pays nomme Spitzberglie," at Amster- 
datn, in 1613. Old as it is, it is the best representation 
of the adult Walrus with which we are acquainted, and 
has been repeatedly copied, as by Lnet, Wormiua, 
JoDSton, Shaw, &c. Most of the figures in books have 
been drawn from preserved specimens, and assign the 
position of a true Sea) to the animal. 
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The form and habits of this elegant and aetivo lil'l' 
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creature combine to render it one of the most beautiful 
and entertaining of our native animals. Its movements 
are agile ; its conformation and coloura elegant and pleas- 
ing ; its disposition, when early domesticated, gentle, 
playful, and familiar. Dwelling principally upon trees, 
and rarely descending to the ground, it leaps from bough 
to bough with astonishing agility. It lives upon nuts, 
acorns, beech-mast, the bark of young trees, leaf-buds, 
and tender shoots. In eating nuts, it gnaws with consi- 
derable rapidity through the hard shell, ond then care- 
fully removes every particle of the dry brown skin from 
each morsel of the kernel before it is eaten. We have 
also received unquestionable testimony that birds' eggs 
are occasionally eaten by it. It sits upon its haunches, 
holding its food in its fore paws, which serve the office of 
hands. In taking its leaps, when once thrown off by an 
effort of its long and pow erful hinder legs, it is in a mea- 
sure sustained by the horizontal spreading of its limbs 
and bushy tail ; which latter organ is also extremely 
useful in covering and protecting its back, over which it 
is often turned, and in enveloping the whole lateral and 
dorsal parts of the body when coiled up during sleep or 
in its hibernation. It lays up stores of food for its 
winter provision, which is not usually deposited in a 
■ingle place of safety, but distributed in several different 
boles of trees, in the immediate neighbourhood of its own 
retreat. It remains during the greater part of the winter 
in a state of almost complete torpidity — coming abroad, 
however, on the occurrence of a fine day, feeding on a 
part of its treasured hoards, and then retiring again to 
its slumbers. According to Pliny, the Squirrel closes 
its retreat on the side from which the wind is likely 
to blow, and opens it on the opposite direction. 
Prsevident tempestatem et Sciuri; obturatisque, qua 
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spiraturus est ventus, cavemis, ex ali& parte aperiunt 
fores." * 

A pair of Squirrels^ for they are monogamous, do not 
readily change their place of abode, but remain attached 
for a long period to the same tree, seeking their food in 
the district immediately surrounding it. The nest is con- 
structed in a very intricate and beautiful manner, of moss, 
leaves, and fibres, curiously interlaced; and is usually 
placed either in a hole in the tree, or in the fork between 
two branches, often where it can with difficulty be distin* 
guished from the tree itself. The female brings forth 
three or four young in the month of June, which receive 
the most assiduous care from both parents, and remain 
with them until the following spring, when they separate, 
and choose their mates. 

This pretty animal appears to be common over the 
greater part of Europe, but is not found, according to 
Pallas, in the Crimea. It has been met with in China, on 
the Amoor River. In our own country it is pretty evenly 
distributed over England and Scotland ; in the north of 
the latter country, in the province of Murray, as we have 
learned by the kindness of the Rev. G. Gordon, it is 
now common, whereas fifteen or twenty years ago it 
was little known there. In Ireland, the Squirrel appears 
to be rare. 

The Squirrel is liable to considerable variety in point of 
colour, becoming grey in the northern regions. Linnssus, 
in his '' Lachesis Lapponica,'* states that the inhabitants of 
the Lapland Alps ** contrive, by means of their wooden 
bows, to procure in the course of the winter a consider- 
able number of Squirrels {Scivrus vulgaris), in their grey 
or winter clothing, for the sake of their skins."f We 

• Plin. Hist. Nat. lib. VIII. c. xxxviii. 

t LachesiH Lap)>onica, trausJated by Smitb, II. p. 49. 
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possess a specimen from Archangel, in which some parts 
of tile Itody havp the fur of the same peculiar and beauti- 
ful grey which characterizes the American Grey Squirrel, 
the remaining parts being of the usual red colour of our 
English specimens. Even in this country, it appears that 
a certain degree of change takes place in the colour of 
the fur in spring and in autumn. Mr, Blyth was the first 
to notice this fact in this country, observing that in the 
Mimmer the fur is much coarser and more uniformly red, 
the pencils of the cars also are lost, as had been observed 
by former naturalists; in the winter the sides of the 
body assume a greyish tint, the pencils of the ears are 
long and full, and the fur softer and fuller. The summer 
change is not perfect till July. A further change, how- 
ever, takes place, vrhich wc have not as yet seen alluded 
to, excepting as a supposed accidental variety. Squirrels 
with cream-coloured tails are by no means uncommon in 
Certain localities; and after the examination of a good 
muster of examples, we found that this pale colour of the 
tail always accompanied, or rather followed, the change 
jn the colour and quality of the fur in the summer, as 
above noticed. In no instance have we observed the 
cream-coloured tail until towards the end of summer, at 
which time most of those we have inspected have had a 
more or less faded appearance, though the greater number 
have not been actually much paler than usual. At the 
changewhich takes place at the commencement of winter, 
the tail again assumes its ordinary appearance. An 
Alpine variety of this animal has been described by 
M. F. Cuvier, under the name of Sciurus Aipinus, having 
the back of a dark brown colour, dotted with yellowish- 
white, and the under parts pure white. It occurs, accord- 
ing to Dcsmarest, in the Alps and Pyrenees. 

The head is thick, rounded posteriorly, flattened at 
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the sides and on the forehead ; the nose proiniaeDt ; tbc 
eyes black, prominent. Urge, and placed rather high ou 
the sides of the head ; the ears straight, large, terminated 
hy a pencil of long hairs ; the cuttiog teeth of the upper 
jaw broader than those of the lower, which are almost 
pointed, and much flattened at the sides ; the grinding 
teeth are four above and below, with the addition of a 
rudimentary one, consisting of a single tubercle, and 
often deciduous, placed immediately before the others in 
the upper jaw ; the neck is short, but distinct ; the body 
thick ; the back arched ; the tail long and very bushy, 
the hairs being distichous ; hinder legs very long, the 
heels touching the ground ; the fore feet formed fnr 
holding food; the lingers long, furnished with promi- 
nent cushions, and with long sharp curved claws. The 
colour above is red dish- brown, beneath white. 

Dimensions : — 

Inch. Linai. 
Lsn^ of (be beaJ md bo<\j . .94 

„ of the head 2 2 

„ of tli« ears . . » 

of the lul to the en<l of the bone - .70 




COMMON BOEMOTISE, 


mm 

281 1 


RODENT! A 


MYOXIDjE. 1 


.if^ aiiAij^'^fAAB' 


^ 




^^^^^^mMHk 


^ 










. k^m^ma^^M 


Mi 


? 


JK^ "^HSJ^^^^H 


fc 




sBta^^^^ 


r' 




Genus, Myo3.us (Schreber.) 






(JeiwiTt/urflcdr— Gnnden] ( ample Ihe BUmmil* 


DUikeii with 


niin- 


rene ndge* of enamel (ore feet fornwd for graspiug, 


their cUws 


hort. 


Ummb nii mcDUirf hmd f>el olio foriuea far gra«piDg, lifth toe afaorl 


, loll 


long Bonn-wtint bugby gentni f rm wmc»hftt tbiok nnd 


»mpaet. 




COMMON DORMOUSE. 






SLEEPEK. 






Myoxus avellanarius. (LinniEus.) 




SperiJIr Charofler.— Par light Uwnj »boTe, jwler unJ 


'(■Iluwigh hene&th; 


an dongkUd patch of wLito on lbs throat BJid tore pvt 


r the hreftst 


: biil 
















1, Paiws, 


Glir. 


p. 89. 












Mgaxiu HHuforditnM. Scbrebkb, SHugtb. p. S3fi, 4, t. 


covii. 






I'll). Fun. 


Brit. 


Anim, p. 22. JElTKa, Brit. 


Vert- p. 30. 






93, t. xxvi. 


Kb. 


CiTT. Kuamil. due. XXXVlll. 




Durmoutt, pE«»i«T, Brit- Zool. I, p. 110. 


Shiw, Oon 


Zoo). 


11. p. 167. t, rliv. 


O 





282 MYOXIDiE. 

The situation of the genus Myoxus in the natural 
arrangement of the Rodentia is one of some interest, as 
occupying a position between the Sdwrida^ or Squirrels, 
and the Murida, or true Mice. We do not deem it 
desirable, in a work like this, to enter at length into 
the somewhat ample system of classification at present 
made use of in this great order, but at the same time we 
are anxious to warn our readers against an opinion on 
the subject of classification, which we think is much too 
commonly entertained. We allude to the frequent belief 
that one animal, or group of animals, often forms a direct 
link or passage between two other groups ; and the little 
animal which we have now under consideration has been 
supposed to constitute one of these links. It does, indeed, 
connect the Squirrels with the Mice, but it does so only 
by holding an intermediate position, and not by forming 
an even gradation from the one to the other; for the 
Dormouse, which, partaking of climbing characters on the 
one hand, has not these peculiarities developed in the 
same manner as in the Squirrels, but rather to enable it 
to creep amongst underwood than to climb trees; and on 
the other hand, although obviously having a certain rela- 
tionship with the true Mice, it differs, nevertheless, in some 
important respects. It is a matter of frequent occurrence 
in intermediate groups, to find that they possess impor- 
tant characteristics which are quite peculiar to them. 
Thus, while the number of molar teeth in Mus is three 
in each jaw, in Sciurus five, and in Myoxus the interme- 
diate number, yet in the structure of the teeth themselves, 
the latter differs very materially from both the others, 
and, indeed, from other Rodentia, This, with some other 
peculiarities, has induced us, with other zoologists, to 
recognize as a family the group to which the Dormouse 
belongs, under the name of Myoxida, coming after the 
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Sciurida, which may be regarded as the most highly organ- 
ized group of the whole order. In the general appearance 
and habits of the Dormouse there is much to remind us 
of the Squirrels. Inhabiting dense shrubs and thickets — 
building its nest amidst the foliage of the underwood of 
coppices, or in the tangled vegetation of hedgerows — feed- 
ing upon com, haws, young hazel-nuts, and fallen acorns 
— flaying up aboard of provision for the winter, and assum- 
ing an almost total torpidity during that ungenial season 
—its habits appear to be intermediate between the two 
families alluded to. The tail in the Myoxus glis, a common 
species in the south of Europe, is nearly allied to that of 
Squirrels ; but that of our native species is farther re- 
moved from it, although still somewhat bushy, and having 
the same distichous arrangement of the hairs. 

The toes, although prehensile, are destitute of the 
strong claws which enable the Squirrel to ascend the 
naked boles of trees with such astonishing rapidity, but 
have these parts weak and short, and are formed instead 
to perform pretty much the oflSce of hands, enabling the 
creature to climb from sprig to sprig in the branches of 
trees or amongst underwood. Both fore and hind feet 
are well padded internally with fleshy broadish tubercles, 
thus converting them, as we have already intimated, into 
hands, in the use of which the creature, when creeping 
about in a bush of whitethorn, as we have seen it, ex- 
hibits an adroitness which is quite unequalled by the 
little agile Harvest Mouse, and scarcely surpassed by 
the Squirrel. 

Although extremely gentle and inojffensive, and easily 
rendered familiar when in confinement, it chooses its 
habitation far from the haunts of man, and, from its 
retiring and nocturnal habits, is not easily observed and 
taken. It is found in the localities indicated above, 
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where little colonies are sometimes seen inhabiting a 
space of no considerable extent. Our late friend, Mr. 
Yarrell, has informed us that he has seen not less than 
ten or a dozen — or even more — of their nests built in the 
shrubs of a thicket. It takes its food holding it in its 
hands, and sitting on its haunches like a Squirrel, and 
often suspending itself by its hinder feet, in which posi- 
tion it feeds as easily and comfortably as in the more 
ordinary position. Towards the winter it becomes ex- 
ceedingly fat ; and having laid up a store of food, retires 
to its little nest, and coiling itself up into a ball, with the 
tail over the head and back, becomes completely torpid. 
A mild day calls it into transient life : it then takes a fresh 
supply of food, and relapses into its former slumber; and 
finally awaking in the spring, at which time it has lost 
much of its fat, it enters upon its usual habits, and the 
enjoyment of the conjugal and parental affections. The 
young, which are generally about four in number, are 
born blind; but in a few days the eyes are opened, and 
in a short time they are able to seek their food indepen- 
dently of the parents' care. We have reason to believe 
that, in some cases at least, the Dormouse has a second 
brood early in the autumn, as we have received from one 
locality, in the month of September, an adult, one about 
half grown, evidently of the spring brood, and three very 
young ones, apparently not more than a fortnight or three 
weeks old. The young Dormouse is at first of a mouse- 
grey colour, the head and flanks alone having a reddish 
tinge : by degrees the grey disappears, and gives place to 
the delicate reddish-brown of the adult garb ; but it is 
not until the following spring that this change is com- 
pleted. The young ones enter into their hibernation 
much more tardily than the old ones. In one instance 
an adult became torpid about the middle of October; 
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one of the spring brood about six weeks afterwards ; and 
those born in autumn died early in the winter, without 
having ever attempted hibernation, — and although they 
had continued to feed, they died extremely thin. The 
name avellanarius is due to the supposition that the prin- 
cipal food of the Dormouse consists of the hazel-nut, the 
shell of which they readily gnaw with their small but 
strong incisors. 

The Dormouse appears to have been found in most 
parts of Europe, though it is in some countries less 
common than the larger species. In the south of France, 
according to M. Crespon, it is not so often met with as 
Myoxus glis or M, nitela. It occurs in Switzerland, and 
is accordingly included in the Fauna Helvetica of Prof. 
Schinz, and is mentioned as an inhabitant of Scandinavia 
by M. Nilsson, but we do not find any record of it either 
in " Zoologica Russo-Asiatica," of Pallas, or in the re- 
cently published work of Dr. L. Von Schrenck, on the 
Mammals of the region of the Amoor river. 

The head of the Dormouse is rather large for the size 
of the animal ; the eyes black, large, and prominent ; the 
forehead raised; the muzzle rather pointed; the ears 
rather more than one-third the length of the head ; the 
body rounded and full ; the tail flattened, nearly linear, 
furnished with rather long hairs, which stand out on each 
Bide ; the fore feet with four toes and the rudiment of a 
thumb, the hinder with five toes. 

Dimensions : — 
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Although it is certainly to Gilbert White that we owe 
the first published account of this elegant little animal as 
indigenous to this country, it appears to have been seen, 
though without exciting due attention, by Montagu, who, 
in the seventh volume of the Linnean Transactions, records 
his having seen it in Wiltshire before the discovery of it 
in Hampshire by the former naturalist. White communi- 
cated his discovery to Pennant, who immediately published 
it, with the acknowledgment of his authority, in the second 
edition of his British Quadrupeds ; and again in the subse- 
quent editions, without that acknowledgment. From this 
source it has been copied into almost every subsequent 
work on British mammalia, and with but little addition 
to our knowledge as to its habits, with the exception of 
Montagu in the place alluded to, Bingley in his Animal 
Biography, and Dr. Gloger in the Transactions of the 
German Academy, who have thrown much light upon 
many interesting points in their economy, both in a state 
of nature and in confinement. The most complete epitome 
of the information thus scattered, is to be found in a note 
to the recent edition of White's Selbome, by our lamented 
friend, Mr. E. T. Bennett, whose loss at the moment of 
its completion shed a gloom over the appearance of that 
delightful book which he so much enriched with his varied 
and extensive information. 

The Harvest Mouse has now been found in most parts 
of England, amongst others in Hampshire, Wiltshire, 
Gloucestershire, Devonshire, and Cambridgeshire — in the 
latter of which counties it was often seen by the father 
of the author of the former edition probably not less 
than ninety years ago, and described by him as a third 
species of Field Mouse. It is commonly carried in 
sheaves of com into wheat-ricks or into barns, and lives 
and multiplies in such situations with great rapidity. 
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Although common, we have observed that it is somewhat 
local, appearing in considerable numbers in certain fields, 
or farms, but not occurring in others, although near. Il 
feeds principally on corn ; but from the observations of 
Mr. Bingley, it would appear that it occasionally feeds, 
nothing loath, upon insects also. " One evening,'' 
says this agreeable writer, speaking of an individual of 
this species which he had in confinement, " as I w»s 
sitting at my writing-desk, and the animal was playing 
about in the open part of its cage, a large blue fly hap- 
pened to buzz against the wires. The little creature, 
although at twice or thrice the distance of her own lengtb 
from it, sprang along the wires with the greatest agility, 
and would certainly have seized it, had the space between 
the wires been sufficiently wide to have admitted her 
teeth or paws to reach it. I was surprised at this occur- 
rence, as I had been led to believe that the Harvest Mouie 
was merely a granivorous animal. I caught the fly and 
made it buzz in my fingers against the wires. The Mouse, 
though usually shy and timid, immediately came out of 
her hiding-place, and running to the spot, seized and de- 
voured it. From this time I fed her with insects, when- 
ever I could get them ; and she always preferred them to 
every other kind of food that I ofiered her." 

It is not only one of the prettiest, but, with the excep- 
tion of the Sorex pygnuBUS, the smallest of all the Britiih 
mammalia ; and its habits are at least as interesting » 
those of any more conspicuous and important species. 
Although very gentle in disposition, seldom attempting 
to bite when taken liold of, it is not very easily rendered 
familiar, being in this respect much inferior to the com- 
mon Field Mouse, but it may be kept in confinement for 
a long time in good health, by allowing it the optional use 
of a sort of little tread-wheel, in which it will often exer- 
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cise itself, apparently to its amusement and satisfaction ; 
and it was probably from the absence of this healthful 
exercise that Montagu failed to keep it in confinement. 
It was observed by the Rev. Wm. Bingley, that the tail 
of this species is prehensile — a fact which has subsequently 
been alluded to by Mr. Broderip, in the fifth volume of 
the Zoological Journal. 

It appears to retire, like other Mice, to little burrows 
during the winter months : but it also remains the whole 
of this season in ricks of corn, in which situations, accord- 
ing to the testimony of more than one writer, it does not 
become torpid as it does when hibernating under ground. 
Its beautiful little round nest, of which a representation 
is given in the vignette at the foot of this description, 
was first described by White as being '^ most artificially 
platted, and composed of the blades of wheat ; perfectly 
roundj and about the size of a cricket-ball, with the aper- 
ture so ingeniously closed, that there was no discovering 
to what part it belonged. It was so compact and well 
filled that it would roll across the table without being 
discomposed, though it contained eight little Mice that 
were naked and blind. As this nest was perfectly full, 
how could the dam come at her litter respectively, so as 
to administer a teat to each ? Perhaps she opens difie- 
rent places for that purpose, adjusting them again when 
the business is over : but she could not possibly be con- 
tained in the ball with her young, which, moreover, would 
be daily increasing in bulk. This wonderful * procreant 
cradle/ an elegant instance of the efibrts of instinct, was 
found in a wheat-field suspended in the head of a thistle." 
Dr. Gloger describes its nest still more particularly ; and 
as we have not seen his paper, we extract the following 
account from Mr. Bennett's quotation of that naturalist's 
observations : — 

p V 
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''It was beautifully and elaborately constructed of the 
panicles and leaves of three stems of the common reed 
interwoven together, and forming a roundish ball, sus- 
pended on the living plants at a height of about five 
inches from the ground. On the side opposite to the 
stems, rather below the middle, was a small aperture, 
which appeared to be closed during the absence of the 
parent, and was scarcely observable even after one of thf 
young had made its escape through it. The inside, when 
examined with the little finger, was found to be soft and 
warm, smooth, and neatly rounded, but very confined. 
This nest contained but five young : but one less elabo- 
rately fonned, previously examined by Dr. Gloger, wis 
found to afford shelter to no less than nine. The panicles 
and leaves of the grass were very artificially woven toge- 
ther, the latter being first slit by the action of the little 
animal's teeth into more or less minute bands or strings. 
No other substance was used in the construction of the 
nest, which was altogether without cement, or any 
means of cohesion, save the interweaving of its com- 
ponent parts: it consequently suffered considerable 
disturbance even from the most careful handling! 
losing in neatness of form as much as it gained in 
its increasing size." * We have often seen the ne«l 
in the neighbourhood of Stratford-on-Avon, and can 
testify to the accuracy of Dr. Gloger's descrip- 
tion. 

This little animal probably breeds during a consider- 
able portion of the year in favourable situations ; and as 
it brings forth from five to eight, or even nine young at 
a time, its increase would be immense did it not prove 
an easy victim to every beast and bird of prey. In those 
instances in which it has brought forth its young in con- 

* White'H Selborne, by llcnnett, i>. 58, note. 
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finement^ it appears that the mother has speedily killed 
and partly eaten her offspring. 

The propriety of considering the Mus minutus of Pallas 
as identical with White's species was apparent to Shaw> 
and is also urged by Montagu. Fischer, too, in his 
Synopsis, has this note: — "An revera a M. minuto dis- 
tinctus ? '* In the description there is not a single cha- 
racter that does not appertain to both, and there can no 
longer be any doubt of their identity ; — an opinion in 
which Mr. Bennett appears to have fully agreed. It is 
certainly also the Mulot nain of M. Fr. Cuvier, described 
in the second volume of his HUtoire Naturelle des Mam- 
mifires. 

The Harvest Mouse is spread over nearly the whole of 
Europe, extending as far north as Russia and Siberia ; 
and as a southern locality, it may be mentioned, that 
although not included in the Fauna Itaiica of the late 
Prince Buonaparte, it has been found in the north of Italy 
by Prof. Blasius. The late Professor Macgillivray, in his 
work on British Quadrupeds, forming one of the volumes 
of the Naturalist's Library, mentions three localities in 
Scotland in which it has been known to occur, viz., 
Aberdeenshire, Fifeshire, and near to Edinburgh. In 
Ireland it would seem to be very rare, but through the 
kindness of Dr. Kinahan, we are enabled to record it as 
an inhabitant of that country. 

The general form is rather more elongated and slender 
than that of most of the genus : the head rather narrow ; 
the eyes are less prominent than in the Common Field 
Mouse, black; cars about one-third tlie length of the 
head, rounded ; tail rather shorter than the body. Fur 
above of a reddish-brown colour, rather brighter than 
that of the Dormouse ; the hair being dusky at the 
base, and red towards the point : the under parts pure 
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while; the two colours being separated by an abrupt 
line. 

We have met with one of these Mice in Warwiekahiie, 
which had all the upper parts of a dirty sulphur yellow, 
the under parts being, as usua), pure white. One ii4uch 
we kept for a considerable time in confinement, and fed 
principally upon heinpseed, although at first of the ordi- 
nary colour, became after a time very much mottled witli 
dark brown on the back. Thinking that it would even- 
tually become black by a continuance of the same food, 
as Bullfinches are said to do, itwas fed for several monthi 
almost exclusively on hempsced, but no further chsoje 
in colour took place. 

Dim 
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WOOD MOUSE. 

Mua syhaticus. (Linn.) 

S/«rirf« CianutcT. — RBcldisli -brown nbove, whitUh beneath, will 
' btownieh ipot no th« bresct ; tun more thui lialf tbe [ength of the hoa<l ; lAJI 
neulf u long w the head uitl boilf. 

Ifiu iglauina, Liirii.8ytt.Niit.I.p.ei,1T. BBXLu.SfBt.p. 388, 

i. Drshik. Uammal. p. 301, ep- '177. FiiM. 
Brit. An, p. 19. Jkhths, Brit. Vert. ji. 30. 
., donolieiu tnniiM, Eit, Syn. p. 318. 

^ Jfu/»(, BcrvDH, Hist. Nut. VII. II. 32S, t. ili. 

L'jsg-laiUd Pithl MattK, Pirn. Bril. Zool. p. 120, No. 28. 

Wood Moiut. Sukw, Gen. Zool. tl. p. 58, t. oikxii. 

Till!) commoTi species, which is scattered over almost 
the whole of the temperate regions of Europe, is in every 
part considered as. one of the most destructive of uU the 
minor peats of the corn-field, the nursery -ground, and 
the kitchen-gurden. Multiplying in hosts, and each one 
laying up a winter store in its subterranean retreat, the 
devastations committed by it are almost incalculable. It 
ia, however, a gentle iind timid little creature; easily 
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tamed, and rendered perfectly familiar. We have seen 
several of them running out upon the breakfast-table of 
our late most valued friend. Dr. Leach, of whose kind 
and affectionate disposition they appeared to have an 
almost instinctive perception, as they would feed from 
his hand, or from his plate, without the least fear, and 
allow him to handle and play with them as freely as the 
Dormouse. It frequently comes into houses on the 
approach of winter ; and the largest we ever saw was 
taken in a mouse-trap in the larder at the Wakes, in 
Selborne. Its retreat is formed under ground, either in 
holes formed by its own labour, or more frequently in 
small natural excavations under the trunks or roots of 
trees, enlarged by themselves, or in the deserted runs of 
the Mole. The quantity of food which is here hoarded 
is astonishing : it consists of acorns, nuts, corn, and 
various seeds, or even roots ; and, in addition to this 
immediate injury, " the great damage," says Pennant, 
" done to our fields by the Hogs rooting up the ground, 
is chiefly owing to their search after the concealed hoards 
of the Field Mice." Their depredations amongst early 
planted peas are often so considerable as to become a 
matter of serious consideration to the gardener, and 
several traps have been devised for their destruction. 
One of the most effective, and at the same time so simple 
in construction as to be easily within the reach of any one, 
is the following : — Two pegs are thrust firmly into the 
ground, and standing a few inches high, at such a dis- 
tance apart as to admit of a brick being placed between 
them. A piece of twine is then taken, and a bean, which 
has been softened by soaking, is threaded upon it like a 
bead, and it is then extended between the two pegs, and 
firmly secured at either end to them, the bean being 
about the middle of the twine. The brick is then placed 
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between the pegs^ in such a position that one end is sup- 
ported by the twine, whilst the other remains upon the 
ground. The Mice, in eating the bean, which they will 
not fail to do, severs the string, and the brick falls upon 
them. Tiles or slates may advantageously be substituted 
for bricks, but they require that one be also placed upon 
the ground for a floor, as their weight would not be suffi- 
cient to destroy the Mice, if loose soil only were beneath. 
We have sometimes known nearly a dozen of these Mice 
taken in a garden by the above trap, in a single night. 

When driven by hunger, they do not strictly confine 
themselves to vegetable food : they will eat various 
animal matters — young birds, or mice, or even each 
other, the smaller and weaker falling victims to the 
stronger. 

It is very prolific, breeding in many instances more 
than once in the year, and bringing from seven to ten 
young at a time. " Un homme de ma campagne," says 
Buffon, *' en prit un jour vingt-deux dans un seul trou : 
il y avoit deux meres et vingt petits." 

There is no doubt that this species is the Mus domestictis 
medius of Ray, as is clearly shown by the following quota- 
tion : — " Caput longius quam in mure domestico minore 
vulgari, oculorum orbitae ut et oculi majores et prominen- 
tiores ; auriculae latiores ct rotundiores." * 

The Long-tailed Field Mouse is too common in Europe 
to render necessary an enumeration of the countries 
which it inhabits. The following remarks by the Rev. 
Leonard Jenyns, would seem to point out a variety of 
this species which is found on the tops of the Irish 
mountains. He says : " One of these was taken in the 
county of Kerry, at an elevation of 2,500 feet above the 
sea-level. The only respects in which they differ from 

• Raii fiyn. Quwl. i>. 218. 
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the Mus sylvaticus are in being of a darker colour, smaller, 
and with some of the relative proportions rather less.'*'^ 
As we have ourselves observed considerable variation in 
size and colour, we can only regard these Irish examples 
as varieties of Mus sylvaticus. 

The Field Mouse is larger than the Common Field Vole, 
but varies considerably in size ; the head is long and raised; 
the muzzle tapering ; the whiskers very long ; the eyes 
remarkably large and prominent ; the ears large, oblong, 
oval, with the anterior margin turned in at the base, and 
a projecting lobe arising within the ear near the base of 
the posterior margin ; the tail nearly as long as the body, 
slender and tapering; the legs long. The upper pan 
and sides of the head, neck, and body, and the outer 
surface of the legs of a yellowish colour, mingled with 
blackish, or of a yellowish brown, darker on the back; 
each hair being grey or ash colour at the base, then 
yellow, and the tips of some of them black ; under parts 
whitish, with a very slight greyish tint in some parts, and 
a yellowish-grey patch on the breast. Tail brown above, 
white beneath. 

Dimensions : — 
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Leonard .lenyns, M.A., F.Z.S., &c. Annals of Natural History, Vol. VII- 
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COMMON MOUSE. 
M%t9 musculus. (Linii.) 



Spte^c Charaeler,~VaT brawnUb aali coIodt above, light aab anloaT 
aeath ; (ail rather nbarter than the bod; ; e»n About half tha length 
tftiwbeail. 

Ku Mtuen/iu, LiKM, SjBt. Nat. Edit. XII. p. 83, »p. 13. Pall. QUr. 

p. as. M1TI.LRI1, Zool. Dad. Prod. p. G, sp. SS. Baxk. 

SjBt. p. 391, 6. DiSMAR. Muamal. p. 301, gp, i7S. 

FiEB, Brit, An. p. in. Jeiitei», Brit. Vert. p. 31. 
„ datnulicii nul;iarii t. mi'n'T, Bat, Sjn. p. 218. 
lomrit, BoFFoii, Hist. Nat. VII. p. 309, t. xuii;. 

Jbmtnon Mouk, Pcnn. Brit. Zool. I. p. 122. t. li. Bniv, Gen. Zool. II. 

p, 58, t. crai. 

There are few animals more generally associated with 
nankind, or whose very existence appears to be more 
fuentially dependent upon human arts and human civili- 
Eatiou,than this pretty but annoying little peat. Domestic 
in its habits, nourished by almost every article of human 
food, and obtaining effectual shelter in the secret recesses 
of the habitations which human art has raised, it has 
accompanied man in all his adventures for colonization, 
and identified itself with every new territorial occupation 

tr race. It is not in our houses, however, that the 
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devastations of the Mouse are most extensively felt 
Multiplying in hosts, and safe from injury, they drill the 
whole interior of the wheat-rick, forming a labyrinth of 
its runs, and occasionally, perhaps assisted by the Harvest 
Mouse and the Field Mouse, make incalculable havoc 
amongst the grain. In the demolition of a single ricki 
several bushels of Mice have been destroyed, besides the 
numbers which must have escaped. 

Their rate of increase will be evident from the fact 
that hundreds of Mice are sometimes found in a single 
rick, varying in some respects from ordinary examples. 
We remember on one occasion seeing great numbers 
killed in a wheat-rick at Welford-on-Avon, which were 
of a light grey colour, without the least mixture of 
brown. This rick, as far as our memory will serve us, 
had been standing for two years, and we entertained but 
little doubt that during that period one pair of Mice had 
produced the whole number, since, had the rick been 
frequented in the first instance by a greater number, some 
of them would doubtless have been ordinary brown Mice, 
and their progeny of the same colour. We have met 
with a similar instance in a wheat-stack at Welford Hill, 
but in this case all the Mice were of an unusually dark 
colour, especially along the dorsal line, which was nearly 
black. 

But its astonishing multiplication may be more fully 
imagined from the following experiment of the great father 
of natural history : — " Having,'* says Aristotle, *• placed 
a pregnant female of the Common Mouse in a closed 
vessel filled with grain, I found, after a short period, no 
less than a hundred and twenty Mice, all sprung from 
that single parent." This astonishing increase is easily 
accounted for. The Mouse breeds indifierently at all 
seasons, and several times in the course of the year, pro- 
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ducing ordinarily five or six young ones. In a fortnight 
the young are able to leave the mother, and assume an 
independent existence ; and at a very early age they also 
reproduce. 

In addition to the usual means employed for their ex- 
termination, such as traps of various kinds, and the 
carnivorous instinct of the Cat, tlie Ferret, and the 
Weasel, there still exists in Wales a custom so disgust- 
ingly cruel, that the very mention of it would be scarcely 
pardonable but for the possibility of thus producing 
some degree of shame in the perpetrators of it, and con- 
sequently saving some poor little Mice from being the 
victims of such barbarity. It is customary in some parts 
of Wales to roast a Mouse alive, hanging it before the 
fire by its tail tied to a string, that its screams may scare 
the rest from the house. 

It would be a useless expenditure of time and space to 
give in detail the localities which this well-known and 
widely difiiised species is known to inhabit, but it may 
not be uninteresting to mention some of those which are 
most remote from its supposed native habitat. Dr. L. 
Yon Schrenck includes it in his Mammals of the Amoor 
river. Mr. Darwin found it " living in short grass near 
the summit of the Island of Ascension,'* and again ''on 
a small stony and arid island near Porto Praya, the 
capital of St. lago, in the Cape de Verde Islands," also 
"on a grassy cliff on East Falkland Island." Mr. 
Waterhouse, speaking of specimens from the above 
localities, in his beautiful work on the Mammalia of the 
voyage of the Beagle^ says : " These specimens are all of 
them rather less than full-grown individuals of the same 
species procured in England." We possess specimens col- 
lected by Mr. Eraser in the Republic of Ecuador, which, 
like the above-mentioned, are somewhat small in size. 
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There are several varieties of the Common Moiue. 
One of the most common, and which is perpetuated by 
breeding, is the albino, which is frequently kept as a pet 
It becomes exceedingly tame, running about the table, 
and allowing itself to be taken in the baud without 
manifesting any alarm. Another variety, which is said 
to be common in India, is the Pied Mouse, the coloun 
of which are dark brown and white. The Rick Mouse, 
or, as it is called in Scotland, the Barn Mouse, is larger 
and darker than the House Mouse ; and we have speci- 
mens of the ordinary size, which are nearly black above, 
and very dark grey beneath, taken in Hertfordshire and 
Warwickshire. 

Besides these, there is the pale grey variety, to which 
we have already alluded, and another which has the 
ordinary colour, more or less patched with white. Both 
of these, with a pale buff variety, which is not rare, 
have the black eyes of the Common Mouse, and are not 
therefore albinoes. Their peculiarity in colour is not, 
however, due to age, as examples may be found of all 
sizes. 

The English word Mouse, the Anglo-Saxon Mys, the 
German Maus, the Danish Muys, the Latin Mus^ are all 
evidently modified from the Greek Mi/j, which is proba- 
bly derived from fxiziv, to hide. The Italian Sorice, and 
the French Souris, are as obviously from the Latin Sorex, 
now employed in our systematic catalogues to designate 
the genus of the Shrews. 

The head of the Mouse is taper, the muzzle rather 
acute ; the ears and the eyes smaller than in Af. 8i/haticu$, 
the former rounded, but shorter and narrower than in 
that species ; the whiskers also are shorter, the tail less 
slender and flexible, and the legs rather shorter. The 
fur is greyish-brown above, grey beneath; ears, feet, 
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and tail, clothed with a small quantity of fine, soft, and 
abort hair. 

Dimensions : — 
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I however, appear that even the former was known here 
before the middle of the sixteenth century; — at least 
no author more ancient than that period has deacrihed or 
even alluded to it, Gesncr being the first who described 
and figured it. Ita smaller size renders it an unequal 
match for the Brown Rat, which, in the coinbats which 
famine occasions to take place between them, moat 
usually conies oH' victorious; and to this circumstance, 
rather than to any real antipathy between them, may 
probably be ascribed the gradual diminution in their 
uunibcrSj and the usurpation by the Brown Rat of the 
former haunts of the present species, which is indeed 
r now rarely found, excepting in old houses of targe cities, 
e in Jjondon, in Edinburgh, and in a few other places, 
I where it still exists, but in very reduced numbers. 
Fifteen or twenty years ago this animal was not rare in 
' several localities in Warwickshire, but we now doubt the 
possibility of obtaining a single example. To Colonel 
Drummond-Hay we are indebted for the following inte- 
resting notice of its occurrence in Scotland : "The year 
before last (1860), while staying in tlie Highlands in the 
vicinity of Pitlochry, a small colony of Black Rats made 
tlieir appearance, occupying a drain which had been 
I covered in about two years before. There were five or 
I lix pairs; they were very shy, and, I regret to say, all 
' decamped as suddenly as they came, and they have never, 
I I learn, been observed since. My impression was that 
they were the old native Black Rat ; and if so, the first 
I have ever heard of within the memory of any living 
I person in the county." In Ireland, as we team from 
I Dr. Kinahan, it is now very rare, although he informs 
. that he has formerly seen specimens from all the 
I'provinces, and remembers, not move than thirteen 
[ years since, seeing them at play in the areas in Dublin- 
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Although apparently verging towards extiQCtion, it is 
probable^ however, that it will continue to be occasioiiaUj 
met with, as, from its abundance in some countries, it b 
very likely to be conveyed in ships to our shores. It is 
equally destructive of every kind of food, whether con- 
sisting of animal or vegetable matters ; and^ not satisfied 
with the ordinary articles of human food, falls upon every 
organized substance within its reach, devouring even 
woollen cloths, leather, and other articles of domestic 
use. It forms its runs between the walls of houses, and 
under the stone and brick flooring of cellars, coming 
forth in the night in search of food. Its habits are, in 
fact, similar to those of the Brown Rat, of which most 
people have some idea. 

In warmer climates, where there is no winter to inter- 
rupt their breeding, or to cut off their supply of nourish- 
ment, the multiplication of this species, as well as of 
the Brown Rat, is enormous ; and they become in some 
seasons a most severe infliction upon the cultivators of 
the land. 

Although its disposition appears to be naturally exceed- 
ingly ferocious, there are instances on record of its evinc- 
ing considerable attachment, not only to each other, but 
to mankind. Mr. Jesse, in his usual amusing and pleasant 
style, gives us an anecdote, which the respectable authority 
from which he derived it would forbid us to doubt, exhi- 
biting a degree of tenderness and care towards the disabled 
and aged members of their community, which, were it 
imitated by Christian men, would either render our poor 
laws unnecessary, or remove the disgrace and opprobrium 
which their maladministration too often causes to attach 
to them. His informant, the Rev. Mr. Ferryman, walk- 
ing out in some meadows one evening, " observed a great 
number of Rats in the act of migrating from one place to 
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another, whicli it is known tliey are in tlie hiibit of doing 
occasionally. He stood perfectly stiil, and the whole 
assemblage pass(;d close to him. His astonishment, how- 
ever, waagreat, when he saw an old blind Rat, which held 
I a piece of stick at one end in its mouth, while another 
Sat had hold of the other end of it, and thus conducted 
bis blind companion." It appears also from several in- 
stances that this animal is not insensible of kindness, and 
that it may be powerfully attached to those who feed and 
caress it. Its motions are active and animated; it runs 
with great quickness, and leaps with agility and force. 
. X>ike moat of the genus, it can hold its food in the hands 
I whilst eating, and it drinks by lapping. Its habits are 
r cleanly ; and its akin is ordinarily kept in beautiful order 
by the care with which it is cleaned, — an employment 
which occupies the greater part of its time, excepting 
when sleeping or eating. It breeds several times in the 
jear, and the female brings ordinarily from seven to nine 
1 joung. The nest is composed of grass, straw, and dried 
I leaves, or of any other suitable material which they can 
\ obtain. 

It is probable, from the proximity of the two countries, 

' that it was introduced into England from France : indeed 

the Welsh name for it, which signifies "French Mouse," 

appears to favour this opinion. From Europe it has 

(been sent with the Brown Rat to America, the islands 
of the Pacific, and to many other places, in some of 
which it has now become a serious inconvenience. 
Of the Mus Hihernicus of Thompson, we can say but 
Kttle, not having examined the types ; the white spot on 
tbe breast, which has been thought distinctive, is certainly, 
however, of little value as a specific character, since we 
have seen two undoubted examples of Mus raltus in 

Ered. A considerable number of the latter 
R it 
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species were sent home by Mr. Fraser from Ecuador, 
which had the end of the tail and all the feet white. It 
will be evident, therefore, that the markings of white 
must be regarded as accidental, and not as indicative of 
specific differences. 

The larger species of this genus, which are usually 
denominated Rats, differ in some trifling particulars from 
the Mice, and have by some naturalists been considered 
as constituting a distinct genus, of which opinion is our 
friend Mr. Hogg, who proposes for the former the generic 
term Ratius: there does not, however, appear to be a 
suflicient ground for such a separation. The present 
species is smaller than the Brown Bat ; the bead is 
more elongated ; the muzzle taper and divided, and 
garnished with numerous long black hairs; the upper 
jaw projects far beyond the lower, which is remarkably 
short; the tongue is smooth; the nostrils open and 
crescent-shaped ; the ears rounded, simple, naked, half 
as long as the head ; the eyes large, not particularly 
prominent. The feet are decidedly plantigrade, with 
five toes on each ; but the thumb on the anterior pair 
is concealed within the skin, excepting the terminal 
joint, with its claw. The soles of all the feet are tuber- 
culated. The tail longer than the body, almost without 
hair, and covered with numerous rings of scales. Colour 
of the upper parts greyish-black, sometimes brownish- 
black, and we have seen a few specimens in which the 
back has been of a dark brownish-grey, and their resem- 
blance to the Mus alewandrinus* has been very remark- 

* An interesting pai>er waa published by M. A. de Tlale in the " Annaks 
des Sciences Natarelles " for 1865, detailing the results of a long series of 
exi)criments on the inter-breeding of M, rcUtus with the M. aUxandrimmt 
of Southern Euroi>c. M. de I'lsle arrived at the conclusion that these tvo 
forms must be regarded merely as geographical races of one species, and coo- 
sidered M. alcxandrinus to be the oldest, or parent breed. 



able: the 
dusky. 



BLACK RAT. 307 

r parts are dark ash colour : foet and tail 



Length of the head n 


ilbtHly . 






„ of the heaJ . 








„ of the eon . 








„ of tlie tail . 








., nf the fore foot caiA elan 






„ of the Mud toot uni oUwb 







In conclusion, we may remark that the black variety 
of the Water Vole, to be described hereafter, is not 
unfrequenlly mistaken for the true Black Rat, for which 
we have seen it doing duly in several local museums. 
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The geographical distribution of auimals, although n 
subject of great interest, and one which has of late yean 
occupied the attention of many eniioent zoologists, '» 
not yet sufficiently understood to furnish any very well- 
defined laws, either with reference on the one hajid ti> 
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organization and habits, or, on the other, to zoological 
classification. There are, it is true, certain groups which 
are strictly confined within the boundaries of a particular 
tract of country ; there are some, the habitations of which 
are evidently regulated by climate, by soil, or by the 
necessity of a particular kind of food ; whilst others 
appear to be located with very little regard to any ob- 
vious object. Some individual species, again, are found 
but in one small corner of the globe, where they exist, 
perhaps, in inconsiderable numbers ; whilst others, capable 
of procuring their nourishment from the products of every 
region, and readily transplanted by means of the com- 
mercial intercourse of various nations, become naturalized 
in every new colony to which they have been accidentally 
transported, and at length identified with the original 
natives of their adopted country. Of those which fall 
within the scope of the latter observation, there are none 
to which it applies with more force than to the common 
Brown Rat, which is now so generally distributed wher- 
ever man has planted his foot, that its original country 
can no longer be ascertained, although there is reason to 
believe that it comes from a warmer climate than our 
own. It was doubtless brought hither by means of 
merchant vessels from some southern or south-eastern 
country — Pennant imagines from the East Indies. It 
certainly was known in Asia long before we have any 
account of its existence in any part of Europe; and its 
transit from the Astatic borders into European Russia 
was well ascertained. In Paris it made its appearance 
about the middle of the eighteenth century, and in Eng- 
land not very many years earlier. It is by a strange 
mistake called by many the Norway Rat, as if it were 
aboriginal in that country ; whereas in fact, at the time 
when the name was first applied to it, it was not known 
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even to exist there. Its astonishing fecundity, its omni- 
vorous habits^ the secrecy of its retreats, and the ingenious 
devices to Avhich it has recourse, either to retain iu 
existing place of abode, or to migrate to a more favour- 
able situation, all conduce to keep up its almost over- 
whelming numbers. It digs with great facility and 
vigour, making its way with rapidity beneath the floort 
of our houses, between the stones and bricks of walls, 
and often excavating the foundations of a dwelling to a 
dangerous extent. There are many instances of their 
fatally undermining the most solid mason-work, or biur- 
rowing through dams which had for ages served to confine 
the waters of rivers and canals. The most remarkable 
instance, however, which we have met with of the extent 
of their subterranean ravages, their multitudinous num- 
bers, and their almost incredible consumption of food, 
is contained in the following narration : — 

It is not very long since an official report was made to 
the French Government, with reference to a *' proposition 
made for the removal of the Horse slaughter-house at 
Monfaucon to a greater distance from Paris ; when one 
of the chief obstacles urged against such a removal, was 
the fear entertained of the dangerous consequences that 
might result to the neighbourhood from suddenly depriv- 
ing these voracious vermin of their accustomed suste- 
nance. The report goes on to state that the carcases of 
the Horses killed in the course of a day (and sometimes 
these amounted to thirty-five) are found the next morn- 
ing picked bare to the bone. Dusaussois has, however, 
made a still more conclusive experiment. A part of Iiis 
establishment is enclosed by solid walls, at the foot of 
which are several holes made for the ingress and egress of 
the Rats. Into this enclosure he put the carcases of two 
or three Horses ; and, towards the middle of the night. 
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having first cautiously, and with as Utile noise as possible, 
9to|iped up nil tlie holes, he j^ot together several of his 
workmen, each having a torch in one hand and a stick 
in the other. Having entered the yard and closed the 
door behind ihcni, they commenced a general massacre. 
It was not necessary to take any aim, for no matter how 
the blow was directed, it was sure to immolate a Kat; 
and those which endeavoured to escape by climbing up 
the walla were quickly knocked down. By a recurrence 
of this experiment at intervals of a few days, he killed in 
the space of a month 16,050 Rats. After one night's 
massacre the dead amounted to UfiuO; and the result of 
four hunts was 9,101. Even this can give but an imper- 
fect idea of the number of these vermin ; for the enclosur* 
in which they were thus killed contains not above the 
twentieth part of the space over which the dead bodies of 
Horses are spread, and which, it is but fair to suppose, 
must equally attract the Kats upon all points. These 
animals have made burrows for themselves, like Rabbits, 
in the adjoining fields, and hollowed out into catacombs 
all the surrounding eminences— and that to such an extent, 
that it is not unusual to see the latter crumble away at 
the base, and leave these subterraneous works exposed. 
So great is the number of these animals, that they have 
not ail been able to lodge themselves in the immediate 
vicinity of the slaughter-houses ; fur paths may be dis- 
tinctly traced leading across the fields from the enclosures 
in which the Horses are killed, to a burrow about 500 
paces distant."* 

The following remarkable instance of tbc ferocity of 
[ Uiis animal, when driven by hunger, was related to us 
yhy the late Robert Stephenson, Esq., M.P., the distin- 
* JIfrf Jouu'iiUUauiiiKii, aacouilSerin, p. 311. 




312 MURID^. 

guished engineer: In a coal-pit (Walker Colliery, near 
Killingworth), in which many horses were employed^ 
the Rats^ which fed upon the fodder provided for the 
Horses^ had accumulated in great multitudes. It was 
customary in holiday times to bring to the surface the 
Horses and the fodder^ and to close the pit for the time. 
On one occasion when the holiday had extended to ten 
days or a fortnight, during which the Rats had been 
deprived of food, on reopening the pit, the first man 
who descended was attacked by the starving multitude, 
and speedily killed and devoured. 

When they determine to leave a particular building, to 
which they are generally instigated either by the cessation 
of a sufficient supply of food, or, as it is proverbially 
stated, when any ruinous injury is found to exist in its 
masonry, they emigrate in a body, and by night ; and woe 
to the devoted structure to which they attach themselves! 
They speedily commence their excavations, and in a short 
time become so completely established, that nothing short 
of famine can again dispossess them. They are bold and 
ferocious when attacked, or when confined in a room with 
either a human being or a Dog ; flying with the most 
reckless fury at the object of their fear or anger. If 
several be enclosed in a box together, they fight furi- 
ously, and the weaker is not only killed, but devoured by 
the stronger. The Rat swims with great ease. The 
gardens of the Zoological Society of London, in the 
Regent's Park, are greatly infested by them; but as 
they are too cunning to risk the danger of being caught 
during the daytime, or alarmed, perhaps, at the con- 
course of persons by whom the gardens are frequented, 
they are often seen towards evening crossing the canal 
in a body from the opposite shore, in order to land 
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ill the gardens, and enjoy their night's depredations, 
returning in the morning in the same manner to their 
daily retreat. 

We are indebted to Mr. Stephenson also for the fol- 
lowing remarkable illustration of the habits of these 
animals and their prodigious fecundity; — In the year 
1816 or 1817 a Prussian vessel was wrecked on the S.W. 
side of Puffin Island on the coast of Wales. The island 
takes its name from the multitudea of Puffins which fre- 
quented it, and it was also colonized by vast numbers of 
Kabbits, No annoyance had ever been experienced from 
Rats until the occurrence above mentioned took place ; 
but after that, in consequence of the migration of these 
animals from the wreck to the shore, and their subsequent 
rapid increase, the Rabbits were almost, if not wholly, 
exterminated, the Puffins were ejected by the destruction 
of their eggs by the Ruts, and the parties who rented the 
island gave up their holdings. A similar instance has 
COtne within the knowledge of Mr, Fattisson, who has 
kindly supplied us with the following, which we give in 
his words: — "When visiting the Copeland Islands, in 
Belfast Bay, in August, 1860, Captain Nesbitt, one of the 
elder brethren of the Trinity House, related the following 
fact. In IS'IS, when the Trinity House bought up all the 
private lighthouses round the coast, the Skerries, near 
Holyhead, had immense numbers of Rabbits, which were 
extensively used by the lighthouse keepers. A few years 
ago an American vessel was wrecked there, on board of 
which were a number of Rats. These swam to the shore. 
They have now increased prodigiously in numbers, have 
destroyed the wild Rabbits, and are obliged to live in a 
I great degree on the shell-fish of the shore. The light- 
I bouse men not only have lost the wild Rabbits, but find 
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a difficulty in rearing any tame ones, because of the 
attacks of the Rats." 

The habits of the Bro^vn Rat are thus generally similar 
to those of the Black Rat. They are even more prolific, 
breeding several times in the year, and producing as many 
as ten^ twelve, or fourteen at a birth. It would be easy 
to multiply facts and anecdotes of this curious animal; 
but enough has been said to exhibit it as a sagacious, 
bold, and annoying plague, whose extirpation is provided 
against by these qualities, as well as by its astonishing 
fecundity. 

The best mode of destroying the Rat is by means of 
the traps first employed by Mr. Board, whose plan is 
detailed in a little work written for the purpose. This 
plan has been adopted in the Zoological Gardens with 
great success. 

Rats feed on every article of household consumption; 
and they also make great havoc in the fields with com, 
beans, and other grain and pulse, of which, after eating 
their fill, they carry off a large quantity, and deposit it in 
their runs. They are also sad depredators in the poultry- 
yard and game-preserves, devouring numbers of eggs 
and young, both of domestic poultry and of game. 

The Brown Rat considerably resembles the old English 
or Black Rat ; it is, however, somewhat larger: the head 
is less elongated ; the muzzle less acute ; the ears smaller ; 
the tail comparatively much shorter. The ears and muz- 
zle are nearly naked; the tail with about one hundred 
and eighty scaly rings, each scale having a small hair or 
two growing from beneath it. Colour of the upper parts 
greyish-brown with a tawny tint, resulting from each 
hair being dusky grey at the roots, and yellowish-brown 
at the extremity ; a few stiffer blackish hairs are also 
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scattered amongst the others: the under parts arc a dirty 
white. 



Length of the bead and bodjr 
,, o! the lieiul . 
,, of the coia . 



o( (be hind foot and clawe 





Genus Arvicola. (Lacep.) 



Qenerit CAanrter.— arinding-t*otli Ji, deeply snlc»l«d eitemnll)': biibW 
ihbue ; tow wpuale ; tail round and bairy, ahorter than the body. 

WATER VOLE. 

WATER KAT. 

Arvicola amphibiui. (Desmar.) 

Spteifie CTWnrfn-,— Orcjiali-brDwiii with a reildiih or yellowiih linp ; 
paler beneath ; sometiiDei of a aniform black all over, l^il ahout ont-bill 
the lenKtb of the 1-ody, or even liwa. The second apper grinder hu turn 
cemenlal Bi«ces and Itveauglea; the third hai GyuBpocea, itLperteeilyMpuaM, 
and wren angles. 



iVu< ompAiSiW. 



Ltnmua aiiuntirtu, 

Arricola ampAMi'iu, 

„ amphibia. 



LrsF. Syst. Nat. edit. xii. I. p. M. Mttu. looL 
Dan. Prod. p. fi, Bp. 30. BiXUa. SyiL, |L 84, S. 
Bkmsor, Reg- Anim, p. 1 75. 
LiNR. SyM. Nat. Blit. lii. p. S3. 
Pk. Cvvhb, Diot. des. Sc. Nal. VI. p. 80«. 
Dehkah. Mamnal. p. 280, ap. I3S, 
Jknym, Brit, Vert. p. 33. 
Flm. Brii. Ad. p. S3. 



WATER VOLE. 

Arrjcola miuiffimm. Db Srltb, Kev. ZooL IBSS. 

,, mMiieoia, De Suys, Bey. Zoal 1638. 

Rat iteau, Bo»Foii, Hirt, Kal. VII. p, 368, t. »liii. 

Waltr Rat, Pekk. Brit, Zool. I. p. 118. Shiw, Qen. Zool. H. 
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In the former edition of this work we conformed to 
the prevailing opinion that the Arvicolte could not wSlh 
propriety be placed with the Mice, hut that they con- 
stituted an aberrant group of the lieavers, and acting 
uuder this impression, the patronymic name oi ArvicoHdie 
was made to give way to that of Catlorida. Bnt the able 
researches of our friend Mr. Waterhouse have shown us 
that this conclusion, although sanctioned by the opinion 
of former writers, as well as by a certain general external 
resemblance between the animals of the two groups, is 
directly at variance with their osteological characters, and 
these, as clearly made out by Mr. Waterhouse, constitute 
the only sure basis for the classification of this difficult 
order of Mammals. The views which that gentleman 
entertains respecting the position of the Arvicolx will be 
best given in his own words. Alluding to the genera 
Ondatra, Arvicola, and Lemmus, represented respectively 
by the American Muskwash, the Voles, and the Lem- 
mings, he says : "The animals comprising these groups 
have all the essential characters of the Mvrida, but differ 
in having rootless molars, and in the form of the lower 
jaw. They have, moreover, some peculiarities in the 
structure of the cranium, which have been pointed out. 
Here all the characters alluded to are combined with 
three true molars, the normal number in the Mvridte, 
and may be conveniently used to define the Arvicolida 
as a sub-family of that group. In my paper on the 
Arvkolidte I had placed in that section, besides the 
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three genera above mentioned, two others, Aseomyi and 
Castor.'' 

In the opinion here expressed by our talented friend 
we fully concur, but as confirmation we may bring before 
the notice of our readers the existence of a genus of 
Rodents peculiar to America, in which a Rat-like form 
and long tail is combined with rootless molars, as in the 
Voles. It is the genus Neotoma, and is found in the 
Southern States of North America, and in Central 
America. But there is one British Rodent even, which 
may be properly instanced as indicating a passage from 
the Voles to the true Rats. We allude to the Bank Vole, 
in which, on reference to the figure, the tail will be seen 
to be of greater relative length than in the other two 
species, and with this is associated a somewhat narrower 
cranium, and molars which become rooted with age, 
though the roots are never so well developed as in the 
true Rats or Mice. 

The Water Vole, or, as it is more frequently called, the 
Water Rat, is found in most parts of Europe, and is too 
common to require further comment, excepting to men- 
tion that in certain localities it varies sufiScicntly from its 
usual appearance to have led to the belief that it was a 
distinct species. Thus a small variety from the Alps has 
been described as A, terrestris^ and a pale one from the 
Pyrenees has been called A, monticola, whilst in our owu 
country, a black variety has received the name of A, ater. 
In its geographical range, however, the Water Vole is not 
wholly confined to Europe, but has been met with in 
China ; in the vicinity of the River Amoor it was found 
by Dr. Von Schrenck, as we learn from his work on the 
Mammalia of that district. In this country it is very com- 
mon ; frequenting the banks of rivers, excavating its habi- 
tations to a considerable distance, and breeding in these 
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subterranean caverns. It divea and swims with great 
faciiityj instantly seeking the water upon every alarm, 
and plunging at once to the bottom ; from whence, how- 
ever, it is obliged to return to the surface for respiration 
about every minute. It has often been asserted that the 
Water Vole lives upon small fish, eartJiworms, and insects, 
and it has even been accused of destroying young ducks. 
There is not, however, the slightest foundation for this 
I opinion ; and there can be no doubt that the belief of its 
carnivorous habits has arisen from its being confounded 
with the common Brown Rat, Mus decumnnus, which is 
well known to frequent the banks of ditches, and to feed 
readily on almost all auimal substances, attacking even 
the smaller animaU alive, when driven by hunger; and it 
is, in fact, in the organization essentially connected with 
these different habits and propensities, that the characters 
of the two families principally consist. 

We have often watched with great interest the move- 
ments of the Water Vole when in search of food, which, 
we have every reason to believe, consists exclusively of 
vegetable substances, A decided preference is shewn 
during the summer months for the inner or concealed 
parts of some species of sword-ilags, which is very succu- 
lent and sweet-tasted. As this portion is usually below 
i water, the animal gnaws the plant in two near its root, 
I when it rises to the surface, and being conveyed to some 
I lound footing, is consumed at leisure. In default of its 
re favourite food, it will make a satisfactory meal on 
the common duckweed, the verdant summer mantle of 
our stagnant ponds and moats. Only the green and 
fleshy leaf is eaten, the roots and other fibrous parts 
1 being rejected. While feeding on this plant, the creature 
L sits, like a squirrel, on its haunches, near the water's 
L edge, ami taking up a lump of the soft and slimy -looking 
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mass in its fore-paws, eats a small part only, and letting 
the remainder fall, takes up some more in the same man- 
ner, which is similarly treated and rejected. But it is 
not at all seasons that food can be obtained in such abun- 
dance, and, unlike the crafty inhabitants of our houses 
and granaries, the Water Vole suffers great privations 
during severe winters, when the streams are frozen up or 
continuously flooded. At these times, we have known 
turnips and mangold-wurzel to take the place of aquatic 
plants, and the bark of willow-trees and osiers is not 
rejected. As considerable damage is sometimes sustained 
by the owners of osier beds, owing to the depredations of 
the Water Vole in times of scarcity, a war of extermina- 
tion is carried on, and great numbers are destroyed during 
protracted floods. Their holes, usually so secure, are 
then inaccessible, and they are compelled to take shelter 
in covert, which is only sufficient to conceal them, and 
from which they are readily dislodged by dogs. Old 
willow-trees, at these times surrounded by water, afford 
a favourite and comparatively safe retreat, but a volley of 
stones is [generally found sufficient to frighten the animal 
into the water, and on its reappearance at the surface, — 
for it almost invariably dives when alarmed, — it is either 
shot or hunted by dogs. Notwithstanding that great 
numbers are in this manner destroyed, so secure are they 
in their summer retreats, when the business of propagation 
is going on, that their numbers appear to be again made 
up, and we do not perceive that they become rarer from 
year to year. 

The female produces five or six young in the month of 
May or June ; sometimes as early as April, in which case 
it is probable they will have another brood in the course 
of the summer. 

The head of this animal is thick, short, and blunt; 
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the eyes small, and not very prominent ; the eiira short, 
scarcely coiispieuous beyond the fur ; the cutting teeth of 
a deep yellow colour in front, very strong, chisel-shaped, 
considernbly resembling those of the Beaver; the surface 
of the grinding teeth formed of alternate triangles ar- 
ranged on each side of the longitudinal axis. In all 
the Voles the flat crowns of the grinders are divided by 
the folding of the enamel into a number of triangular 
cemental spaces or hollows, and the number and form of 
these have been shown by 13insius and others to afford 
good specific characters. In the present species the 
•econd upper grinder has four spaces and five external 
and internal angles ; the third has live spaces, of which 
the two last are sometimes joined, and seven angles; 
the first lower grinder has seven spaces and nine angles. 
Fore feet with four complete toes, the last phalanx only 
of the thumb being conspicuous beyond the skin ; hinder 
feet with five toes, not webbed, though connected to a 
short distance from the base ; tail more than half the 
length of the body, covered with hairs, of which those on 
the inferior surface are rather long, and probably assist 
the animal iu swimming by forming a sort of rudder of 
the tail. Fur thick and shining ; of a rich reddiali-brown 
mixed with grey above, yellowish grey beneath. 

Dimensions :— 

IbcL Li dm. 
Length ot Ihe bead ud b<id; .... S 4 

,, of the head 1 10 

,, of theeare S 

„ ol the l»il i 

A black variety of this species has long been known, 

and has been described by Palias, and by several other 

Continental zoologists. It is identical with the animal 

described by Mr. Macgillivray in thesixtli volume of tli 

T T 



J 
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Transactioiu of the Wernerian Soc)«^ of Edinburgh, 
under the name of Arvieola ater. According to that 
gentleman's atxount, it is exceedingly common in the 
counties of Banff and Aberdeen ; and it is said that the 
common Water Vole is not found where this one abounds. 
Its habits are similar to these of the former. It is of a 
deep black colour above, and black with a greyish tinge 
beneath, and it is smaller than the brown one ; bat the 
proportions are not conspicuously, if at all, di&erenL 
This black variety is common in many parts of Scotland, 
and Mr. Jenyns states that it " is not uncommon in the 
fens of Cambridgeshire, and differs in no respect from 
the other but in colour." We are informed by our friend 
Professor Newton, that it is common in the neighbour- 
hood of Thetford in Norfolk, and it has been met with in 
several other parts of England. 
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Arvicola agrestis. (Linn.) 

Sptafie CharaeUr. — Grejiah -brown, benenth pale grej, feet duakj. Toil 
ool; ODe-tbird the length of the body. The neeond nppcr grinder hns fire 
■pKce und aii &Dg!ei ; the third eix apaees uid eight uiglei ; the firat lower 
grinder nine ipacea and eleven angles. 



Mtu agrttlit, 

„ jptgariut, 
Anieola ajrutii. 



LiRHsira, Pmu). Bnec., II. 11, TSo. S( 

,, Sjat. Nat. I., 81, No. IS. 
Dk Sutb, Bnl. Acsd. Brax., IBID. 



This species was first described by LinnEeus, but was 
afterwards generally confounded witb the common Vole 
of the continent, and thus A. ayresiis and A. arvalU are 
constantly given as synonymous, although the animals are 
very distinct in nature. A. agrestis may always be dis- 
tinguished by the character of its second upper molar, 
I which haa_^i'e ceinental spaces, whereas the same tooth in 
I A. arvalii, as in all the other European Voles, has only /our 
I spaces. It seems not a little strange that the last-named 
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species, which is so abundant throughout all Central 
Europe, should never yet have been found in Britain, 
and the fact is rendered still more curious by the dis- 
coveiy of its teeth in a semi-fossil condition in fissures 
of the limestone rocks near Bath, whence we have had 
the pleasure of examining specimens, thanks to the kind- 
ness of our friend Dr. H. Blackmore of Salisbury. 
That gentleman has paid much attention to the AnrieoUda 
of the drift formations of Wiltshire and Somerset, and 
has distinguished several interesting species, including 
the Alpine A. nivalis and the Northern A. ratHeepB. 

The Common Field- Vole is a native of Northern and 
Central Europe from Scandinavia^ where it extends to 
about GG" north latitude, to the Alps and Pyrenees; but 
it is more plentiful in the northern countries than in the 
more southern, where it is much exceeded in numbers 
by A. arvalis, Blasius received it from Finmark, North 
Russia and Denmark, as well as from various parts of 
Germany, and M. Fatio finds it in Switzerland up to a 
height of 4,000 feet. In our own islands it is very abun- 
dant from the Orkneys to the Isle of Wight, but, like 
the rest of the genus, it is unknown in Ireland. 

It is usually but not exclusively found in damp places, 
whence its local names of ** Meadow-mouse " and " Water- 
mouse*'; in autumn Blasius has found it established in an 
old nest of the Coot {Fulica atra) in company with the 
Water Shrew. It forms burrows of considerable extent, 
as well as more superficial runs among the roots of the 
grass and herbage, and it may be seen abroad at all 
seasons of the year and at all hours of the day, 
though it is most active towards nightfall. We have 
repeatedly kept it in confinement, and have found 
that it soon becomes tame, without exhibiting much 
familiarity or attachment. It climbs with ease, an 
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accomplishment which enables il in winter to feed on 
the bark of various trees anil shrubs, especially on that 
of apple and pear trees. In winter we have occasionally 
taken it in cellars and out-houses. An interesting account 
of iu habits as observed in Switzerland will be found in 
M. Fatio's valuable monograph of " Les Campagnols du 
Leman." 

The ordinary food of this species consists of all sorts of 
roots and herbage ; in case of hunger it will eat flesh, and 
even prey on its own species. In captivity we have 
found it to be partial to insects, but not in such a marked 
degree as the Red Field-Vole. 

The nest is a rounded structure of moss and leaves, 
usually placed amongst the roots of grass in a hollow on 
the surface of the ground. The young are four to six 
in number, and there are three or four broods in the year, 
so that the rate of increase of the species is very rapid. 
This is counteracted by many opposing checks, chief 
amongst which are the great numbers which fall victims 
to the smaller beasts and birds of prey, notably to the 
Weasel, the Kestrel, and the Owls, which thus prove 
themselves the best friends of the farmer. Many, too, 
are drowned in their burrows during floods, and on the 
other hand a great mortality takes place in very dry 
seasons. Occasionally they increase to a wonderful ex- 
tent, and prove moat destructive enemies to the farmer 
and the forester. Such an abnormal multiplication took 
place many years ago in the New and Dean Forests, 
when great numbers of young trees were destroyed. Mr, 
Jesse estimated that not less than two hundred thousand 
Voles were killed in the two forests, but some of these 

I probably belonged to the next species. 

The Common Field-Vole has the head large, the muzzle 

' very blunt, and the eyes small. The ears just appear 
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above the fur, and are lined with fine hairs, whereas in 
A, arvalis the inside of the conch is naked. The colour 
is greyish-brown, the flanks being more or less tinged 
with reddish or yellowish ; the under parts are pale grey 
or dirty white, and the feet are dusky. The young are 
darker in colour than the adults. The tail measures 
about one-third the length of the body, is sparingly ckd 
with hair, and is obscurely bi-coloured, being brown 
above and greyish beneath. 

In the skull the frontal portion is much narrowed in 
the adult animal. The second upper molar has five 
cemental spaces and six angles, a character which, as 
already stated, separates this species from all the other 
European Voles ; the third has six spaces and eight 
angles, and the first lower molar has nine spaces and 
eleven angles. Slight variations occur in the pattern of 
these teeth, but they are not constant, and are not even 
always the same on both sides of the same skull. 

Dimensions : — 



Length of the head and body 
,, of the head . 
,, of the ears . 
,, of the tail . 



Inch. Lines 


4 


1 


1 


2 





5 


1 


8* 



Two Voles described as British have been referred to 
this species by Blasius and other recent writers. These 
are the -4. neglecta of Thompson [Ann, and Mag. Nat, Uisi, 
1841), and the A, britannicus of De Selys Longchamps 
[Revue ZooL, 1847) ; the characters on which their distinc- 
tion was founded were merely external difierences of tint 
and proportions, which cannot in the least be depended 
on in so variable and difficult a family as the Voles. 
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RED FIELD-VOLE, OR BANK-VOLE. 
Arvicola ^/flreo/ws {Schreber). 

H]Kdfic Characler. — BBfk rich reddiah-eheetnnt, llnnks grcj, lower part* 
and feet Dearly pur? while, TaJl about one-half the tengtb of the bodj, 
Iuur7, dark lirown above and white below. Upper grinders with doable root« 
in the odull- The Bnt upper grinder bos four epacca and fire angles, the 
second di spacn and eight angles : the first lower grinder hia seven spaces 
■nil nine snglei. 

Mat glareitiu, ScuaKSEn, S&ogetb, III. SHO. 

Anuola priMniii, BAitum in P. Cut. Mamm. IV. 

nparirt, YiBRKLL, Proc. Zool. Soc. 1832. 10», 

,. rvfttceni, Dr Silts, Csmpag. dc Lifge, 13. 

,. bkolor, Fitio, Rev. et Mii«. Zool. 1802. 

The Bank-Vole, or as it may be better named, the 
! Red Field-Vole, was first noticed by Pallas {Nov. Spec. 
Glires, p. 247) as a variety of liis Mus ruliltts, and wao 
L< first separated as a distinct species in Schreber's great 
f work on the Mainmatia. It has since received various 
I other names, owing to its variability in colour and pro- 
r portions. It may be readily distinguished from the other 
^■mailer European Voles by the red colour of its back, 
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the length of its tail and the pattern of its teeth. The 
fact of its upper grinders having double roots in the adult 
has led Blasius and others to separate it as a subgenus 
under the name of Hypudmus, 

The Red Field- Vole is widely spread throughout 
Europe north of the Appenines, extending northwards 
to the Arctic Circle and eastwards to the Ural Mountains. 
In Britain it was first discovered in Essex by the late 
Mr. Yarrell^ who described it as a new species^ under the 
name of A. riparian in the " Proceedings of the Zoo- 
logical Society'* for 1832. It appears to be very generally 
but somewhat locally distributed over the whole island. 
We have not yet seen specimens from the extreme north 
of Scotland, but it extends at least as far north as Moray- 
shire, whence it has been sent us by our friend the Rev. 
G. Gordon, and south of this it seems to occur in every 
county of Scotland and England, being perhaps more 
plentiful in the northern than in the southern districts. 

In its habits this species much resembles the Common 
Field- Vole, but it may be described as being more bold 
and active, more omnivorous in its diet, and less fossorial 
in its habits. It frequents drier and more wooded 
localities, and appears to be especially fond of gardens, 
where it is often very destructive to fruits and roots. It 
does not burrow so extensively as A, agrestis^ often con- 
tenting itself with runs or galleries through the matted 
grass or herbage, or with crevices among stones or rocks. 
We have repeatedly kept it in captivity, and had one 
which lived for several months. They soon became 
tolerably fearless, but could never be said to be really 
tame or familiar. They were even more frequently 
abroad during the day than the common species, but still 
were most active at dusk. Upon being supplied with 
fresh branches of trees they showed great agility in 
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climbing, biting off the leaves atid young shoots for 
food. 

This Vole, like the other species, feeds on various vege- 
table substances, but it is much more partial than its 
congeners to animal food, as might be expected from its 
more murine character. In captivity it prefers roots and 
fruits to herbage ; gooseberries are a special delicacy and 
are ver^- neatly emptied of their contents, the skins being 
always rejected. In Morayshire Mr. Gordon says that 
these Voles are very destructive to young larch-trees, 
climbing the branches to feed on the young buds, and 
also barking the stems in wiiiter. They do not reject 
carrion, and feed freely on insects, worms, snails, &c. ; 
the wings of the former being always cut off before 
the body is eaten. They even attack young birds, for 
M. Fatio baa often known them to plunder the nests of 
Hedge-sparrows and Robins ; and we have known one 
kill and devour a Common Shrew which was confined in 
its company. 

The neat, like that of the Common Field-Vole, is 
placed in a hollow on the sui-face amongst thick herbage. 
It is built of grass and moss, and M. Fatiu has sometimes 
found it lined with feathers. The young vary in number 
from four to eighl,und there are said to he three or four 
litters in the year. 

This is a much prettier species than the Common Field- 
Vole, its proportions being more elegant, its colours 
brighter, and its fur more smooth and glossy. The head 
Ja narrower and less flattened, the eyes larger and more 
[conspicuous, and the ears longer, so as to show dj^itinctly 
above the fur. The head and back arc rich chestnut, 
which passes on the flanks into a more or less clear grt'y, 
while the breast, belly, and feet are almost pure while. 
The young arc much darker in colour than the adults. 



■ The young a: 
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The tail is about one-half the length of the body, and is 
thickly clad with rather long hairs which form a tuft or 
pencil at the end; it is dark brown above and white 
below, the two colours being clearly separated. 

In the dentition the most remarkable peculiarity, to 
which we have already alluded, is the development in 
the adult of distinct roots to the molar teeth. The 
first upper grinder has four cemental spaces and five 
angles, the second has six spaces and eight angles, and 
the first lower grinder has seven spaces and nine angh 

The following measurements in inches and 
are an average taken from a number of specimens of 

both sexes: — 

llalas. Femaki. 

Length of head and body .8*50 8*40 

„ of head 1*10 1-08 

,, of ear *40 -40 



ti 



11 



of tail 1-64 1-50 

of hind foot *62 '58 



This species is liable to considerable variation in colour 
not only in individuals, but in the races which inhabit 
different districts. Thus the Alpine form, in which the 
grey tint predominates over the red, has been separated 
as Hypud<BU8 nageri of Schintz, and the opposite extreme 
in which the grey is almost absent as Myodes bicolcr of 
Fatio. But these forms are not constant and pass one 
into the other, as has been shown by Blasius and by 
M. Fatio's later researches. 
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Genus, Lepus (Linnteus). 

Omtrie Charatter. — Hiud-lcgB sod eara long; t&il short, turoed up. 
OrindiDg-teath \:\, with B>t erowiiE, the folds of eDamd traDBVerse; iaciBora 
groared, (our in upper j&v, tvo in front, find two nmall immediate!; behind 

COMMON HARE. 



I 



Leptu timidui. (Linn.) 



1 

V 



Specife Character. — npper part« and flanks tavoj gnry, mare or ten mixed 
nth reddUh, piirer grej in winter: iiellj white; tail nearlj u long a* the 
he«d, blade above, whiU beneath; ears longer thno the head, black at the 
ips. Vial apyer grioder with a eiagle internal hd^'Ip. 
Lfpia limidtu, Lisbjecs, &j>(. Nst. I. 77. 
,, emropaia, Pillu, Nov. Spec. Olir. HO. 

The genus to which this animal belongs !a one of the 
most natural in the whole of the Rodentia. It is charac- 
terized by numerous striking and well-marked peculiar- 
ities. The incisive teeth are numerically different from 
those of all tlie rest of the order; in addition to the two 
long, curved, chisel-shaped teeth above and below, there 
M are added in the upper jaw two smaller ones, placed im- 
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mediately behind the normal pair and concealed by them ; 
the upper incisors are flat and longitudinally grooved in 
fronty while those of the lower jaw are somewhat wedge- 
shaped. The grinders are formed for the mastication of 
vegetable food only, being constantly worn down, and as 
constantly growing from beneath^ as in the Beavers 
(Castorida) and the Porcupines (Hysiricida) ; the worn 
surfaces are uneven and the projecting laminas of the 
enamel transverse. The ears are long in all the species ; 
the eyes large, prominent^ and placed laterally ; the hind 
legs, especially in the typical Hares, much longer than 
the fore legs ; the feet hairy, and the tail short and turned 
up. The teats are both pectoral and inguinal. The usual 
colour is a mixture of grey and reddish-brown ; in some 
the prevailing colour is fulvous, while in others the grey 
predominates. The admirable wisdom which has assigned 
such colours to a group of defenceless animals which con- 
ceal themselves amidst the brown sombre vegetation of 
woods and heaths, will appear more striking when it is 
recollected that certain species, inhabiting the snowy 
regions of the north, become wholly white in winter. 
All the members of the genus are remarkable for their 
timidity, and their whole structure is such as at once to 
announce to them the presence of danger, and to enable 
them to escape from it ; the ears and eyes are so formed 
and situated as to become instantly cognizant of even 
distant warnings of peril, and the limbs are admirably 
adapted for the most rapid flight. 

With all these similarities, however, there are great 
diversities in the habits of the different species. Whilst 
the Rabbit excavates a burrow to a considerable depth, 
whither it instantly betakes itself on the approach of 
danger, the Hare makes but a superficial depression, 
called its form, which it uses as a resting-place, and 
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trusts for its safety to the rapidity and duration of its 
course. 

The Common Hare, tlie type of the family, is widely 
distributed throughout the continent of Europe, reaching 
from the south of Sweden and the north of Russia to the 
Mediterranean and the Caucasus ; according to Pallas it 
is not found in Siberia. Within the above limits it is 
subject to considerable variation, and has consequently 
been separated into several distinct species. But although 
the extreme forms appear sufficiently distinct, yet they 
are connected by so many intermediate links, that Prof, 
filasius, after examining a great number of specimens 
from different countries, regarded ihem merely as climatic 
or geographical forms, and divided them into three prin- 
cipal races. These are — tlie norlh-easleni (including the 
ao-called species L. caspicus of Ehrenberg, L, medius of 
Nilsson, and L. a^uiloniw of Blasius himself), distin- 
guished by its ihick fur and its inclination towards turn- 
ing white in winter; the central, with moderate fur and a 
considerable increase of grey in winter; and Ihe soulhern 
(including L. medilerranius of Wagner, L. meridionalis of 
Gene, and L. granatensia of Sehimper) with thin fur, 
scantily-clad ears, and a maximum of red in its coloura- 
tion. An examination of specimens of each of these 
forma leads us fully to agree in the conclusions of the 
great German zoologist. 

In Britain the Common Hare is found throughout the 
whole island, and owing to ils preservation as game it is 
extremely abundant in many parts; it is not fouJid, how- 
ever, in any part of Ireland, where its place is taken by 
the next species. It is comparatively rare in the extreme 
north of Scotland, but is found in the low grounds and 
valleys even in Sutherlandshire and C'aithnessliire. Messrs. 
Baikie and Heddle inform us that it was introduced into 
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the Mainland of Orkney in 1832, and has become Tcry 
numerous there and in Hoy ; it is also found in the Inim 
Hebrides and in the Isle of Wight. 

The Hare is an evening feeder ; having made its form it 
remains in it during the day, leaving it only towards 
nightfall, and constantly returning to it, after the most 
extensive travels ; hence it is proverbially said that the 
wounded Hare returns home to die. It changes its situa- 
tion, however, according to the season, selecting in the 
summer a shady spot, and in the winter an aspect where 
it may receive the benefit of the sun's rays. Hares are 
usually to be found in cover during rain, and in the open 
in fine weather; on some days they must be sought for 
among long grass and herbage, on others on almost naked 
fallows and ploughed fields. Sometimes they remain in 
their forms till one almost tramps on them, whilst at othn 
times, especially in bad weather, they take to flight long 
before the sportsman gets within gunshot; they are 
usually much wilder in the afternoon than in the morn- 
ing. The Hare swims well and takes to the water readily 
— not merely when pursued, but to obtain a more plen- 
tiful supply of food, and the male will often cross a river 
in search of a mate ; an account of a Hare swimming 
across an arm of the sea about a mile in breadth was 
given by the late Mr. Yarrell in the fifth volume of 
'* Loudon's Magazine." On hearing an unusual sound 
the first impulse of a Hare is to sit upright with erected 
ears to reconnoitre ; then it either endeavours to conceal 
itself by ** clapping'' close to the ground, or at once 
takes to fiight. It is a cunning animal, and the sharp 
turns or " wrenches " by which it strives to baffle the 
fleeter but less agile greyhound constitutes one of the 
principal beauties of the sport of coursing. Owing to 
the length of its hind legs the Hare is much fleeter up 
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hill than down — in fact, in descending a steep bank, it is 
obliged to run diagonally to avoid over-balancing itself. 

Thu Hare is aa exclusively a vegetable feeder aa perhaps 
any known mammal. The structure of the teeth has been 
already alluded to, and that of the whole of the digestive 
organs is not less adapted to such a diet. Its food con- 
sists of various kinds of herbage, and it becomes at times 
a very annoying and destructive invader, not only of the 
field and garden, but also of young plantations, gnawing 
off the bark and thus destroying great numbers of young 
trees. It also does great damage in fields of young wheat 
and other grain, and it is especially fond of aromatic 
herbs, such as thyme, parsley, &c. Mr. S. Mawson has 
recorded in the " Zoologist " for 1867, that the stomach 
of a Hare killed in winter contained a quantity of haw- 
thorn-berries. 

This animal pairs when a year old, or even sooner, and the 
female, after thirty days' gestation, brings forth from two 
to five young ones, which are born covered with hair and 
with the eyes open. There are several broods in the year ; 
in mild winters young Hares have been found in January, 
and we have known breeding to continue till the middle 
of November, so that the Hare may almost be said to 
propagate its species all the year round. The " leverets," 
ss the young are called, are suckled for about a month, 

' after which they leave their mother and seek their own 
subsistence. The long-mooted question of the possibility 
of superfoelatiou has been supposed by some to be decided 
in the affirmative by circumstances which have for ages 

I been known to take place in this animal. Pliny distinctly 

, states that the Hare and the Kabbit are the only animals 
in which it does occur.* Sir Thomas Brown devoted a 
" Lepne oniaiuin prasie ntaceoa, boI 

I eiluuuui, ftlloil in atem i-iVa v«titum, a, 
fnilrT.' —Hill. N<U., lib. viii. cap. \v. 



1 
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chapter of his work on ** Vulgar Errors " to the Hare, in 
which he refers to the same subject, and M. Fr&l^e 
Cuvier has also alluded to it. The solution of the diffi- 
culty will at ODce strike any one who is acquainted with 
the anatomy of this group of animals. 

The Hare has been the subject of various superstitioni. 
Of the medicinal qualities of its flesh frequent mention 
is made by Pliny ; and various omens were derived from its 
appearance both in ancient and mediaeval times. Izaak 
Walton observes that " there are many country people 
that believe that Hares change sexes every year, and there 
be very many learned men think so too, for in their dis- 
secting them they find many reasons to incline them to 
that belief/' In some parts of Sweden a Hare*s head is 
always cut off as soon as it is shot, lest a pregnant woman 
should happen to see it, in which case her child would be 
bom with a " hare-lip" ; and in Scotland it is believed 
that the same effect will be produced if the mother 
should step over a Hare's form. 

This appears to have been a well-known animal from 
remote antiquity. It was the \aywg of the Greeks and 
the Lepus of the Romans ; and frcm the latter name are 
derived the Italian Lepre and Lievara, Spanish Liebre and 
Lebratillo, Portuguese Lebrimho, French Lievre and our 
own Leveret. The English name Hare^ Anglo-Saxon Hare^ 
German Hase, Danish Haas, and Swedish Hara^ are evi- 
dently all from one root, but their derivation has been 
disputed. Some have derived them from the Saxon har, 
" hair/' from the hairy coat of the animal, others from 
herffian, '* to harry." More probably they may be traced 
to an Ayrian root, represented by the Sanscrit ga^, ga^, 
" to jump.'' The derivation of the Scotch name f7ui«ib'ii 
is still more obscure. 

The head of this animal is tliick, the inside of the 
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cheeks hairy, the nostrils circular and connected by a fold 
with the cieft upper lip. The eyes are large and promi- 
nent, the pupil eliptical, and the cars elongated, being 
about an inch longer than the head. The limbs are 
slender; the fore legs are much shorter than the binder, 
and have five toes, whereas the latter have but four ; the 
soles of the feet are completely covered with long coarse 
hair. The tail is short and recurved. The general colour 
is a mixture of grey with yellowish and reddish brown, 
each hair on the back being ringed with grey, black and 
reddish-yellow, except some of the longer hairs, which 
are wholly black. The neck, shoulders and limbs are 
nearly pure yellowish -fawn, the lower breast and belly 
white. The ears are externally jello wish-grey in front, 
whitish behind, and tenninate in a black tip ; internally 
they are nearly naked. The tail is black above and 
white below. 

Young Hares are more ruddy than adults. As already 
noticed, this animal in northern climates shows a decided 
tendency to become white in winter, and even in this 
country a considerable difference may be observed in its 
winter coat, especially in aged individuals and in severe 
seasons. Accidental varieties of an unusually pale colour 
are sometimes met with, and black Hares have been 
recorded, but are very rare. 

The average weight of a Have may be taken at seven 
Lo eight pounds, but occasionally they are much heavier. 
We have known one of eleven pounds, and an instance is 
recorded in " Loudon's Magazine " of a female which 
weighed no less tiian thirteen pounds one ounce and a halt'. 

Dimensions :- 
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Specific Ckariuier,— Light fulifoin-grB)', becoming pore »hile in 
111 Mfere cliiuaUs:e.irH shorter thnn IhB ]iciiil,i«niiiuicnll]' tjppfilwith tbti; 
toil little more than half tho length of the hmd. PireloppergrindemottW 
i.t iU iDltrior iLQsle- 

^rjiuj narialiilit, Pauas, Kov. Spec. Qlir. p. 1. 
„ borealit, NlLSSon, Skiuil. PnanA, vol. IU. 1 IV. 
„ oijuteeat, „ ,, „ „ III. t. SI. 

„ hOtrnicai, YARMLb, Froc. Zaol. Sm. 1633, p. 88. 

The Mountam Hare is extensively distributed througii- 
imt tlic countries wliicb lie round llie Arctic Circle, and 
on such liigher mountain ranges as present a suitable cli- 
mate in more southern latitudes, where it appears to bsve 
been left with the other alpine animals at the close of the 
glacial epoch. It is spread all over the nortii of Europe 
and Asia, and is represented in North America by a closelj 
allied species, the L. (/lacialU of Leach, which some iiatu< 
raliata regard as identical. On the plains it findtf iu 
southern boundary in Seuthtnd and Ireland, in Russia 
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about 55° north latitude, and in Eastern Prussia. South 
of tills it inhabits the whole chain of the Alps and their 
dependant ranges, the Pyrenees, and, according to Mene- 
tries, the higher peaks of the Caucasus. In the Fjeroes 
Herr Miiller states that two pairs were introduced into 
Stroino in ISSi, and their descendants may already be 
counted by thousands. Like the common Hare, it has 
been divided into several species, which we believe must 
be regarded merely as climatic races. Of these BUsius 
has distinguished three forms; first, that inhabiting the 
warmer low-grounds, as in southern Sweden and Ireland, 
and not changing colour in winter ; secondly, the ordinary 
type of the Alps and of North Europe generally, grey in 
summer and pure white in winter; and, lastly, the polar 
form, said to be found in the extreme north of Scandinavia 
and Russia, which is white all the year round. The first 
of these varieties is the L. canescene of Nilsson and the 
L. hibemicvx of Yarrell, while the last is Nilsson's 
L. boreali*. 

In Britain the Mountain Hare is found throughout 
the greater part of Scotland and the whole of Ireland; 
in the former country it is usually known as the " Blue 
Hare." It is extremely plentiful in most parts of the 
Highlands north of the Forth, and of late years it 
has been introduced into some of the hilly districts of 
Peebleshire, Lanarkshire and Ayrshire, where it is worthy 
of remark that the annual change of colour is much less 
regular and complete than in the north. It appears to 
have been formerly a native of the Orkneys, as noticed 
by Sir Robert Sibbald and in a manuscript of the seven- 
teenth century quoted by Messrs, Baikieand Heddle; but 

> U is now quite extinct in these islands, although found in 

I niany of the Hebrides. 

We have already stated that thisspecies does not change 
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colour ill Ireland. The Hare ol" that country was Ae- 
scribed by our late friend Mr. Yarrell in ihe " Proceedings 
of tbe Zoological Society " for 18A3, under the name of 
L. Itibernicas, and was treated of under that name in our 
first edition ; our original illustration of the head of this 
form 13 repeated beneath. Its identity with L. variaitilu. 
which was first pointed out by Blasius in 1841, is now 
fully established, and the comparative uniformity of its 
summer and winter tints must be attributed solely to tli« 
mildness of the Irish climate. 




Intermediate in size between the Common Hare and 
the Rabbit, this species differs from them both in if 
habits. It makes no burrows like the latter, but hides i" 
clefts of rocks or among large stones. It has not the 
swiftness of the Common Hare, nor does it associate in 
warrens like the Rabbit. Its ordinary food is umtlar lo 
that of the other species, but it also feeds in winter on 
various kinds of lichens, and on tbe seeds of different torU 
of pines. As that season approaches it usually lcav«it« 
high summer residence, and descends in search of a mure 
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genial climate, though Beldom so low as to be out of the 
reach of severe frost. In the north of Europe it is more 
a frequenter of woods than in Scotland. At the begin- 
ning of winter the fur undergoes a change of colour 
similar to that which we have described in the case of the 
Ermine; it becomes gradually more and more flecked and 
grizzled until at length it is wholly white, with the 
exception of the tips of the ears, which remain perma- 
nently black. We believe that this change takes place, 
as in all other mammals whicli become white iu winter, by 
an alteration of colour in the existing fur itself, though 
some naturalists have stated the contrary to be the case. 
The white coat is retained during the whole winter ; in 
spring it is cast, and is replaced by a grey summer coat. 
In Scotland the autumnal change has been said to begin 
about the middle of September and to be completed by 
the middle of November (Edin. Phil. Mag. v. II.), but it 
depends so entirely on the climate that no trustworthy 
dates can be assigned to it; in Switzerland Von Tschudi 
observes that it keeps pace with the same alteration of 
colour in the Ermine and the Ptarmigan. 

The young of the Mountain Hare, like those of the 
last species, are born with a complete coat of fur and with 
open eyes, and they are very soon able to ibllow their 
mother. The period of gestation and the number of 
young In a litter is the same in both species, but the 
Mountain Hare is said to have only two broods in the 
year. F. Von Tschudi, in his excellent work " Thierle- 
ben der Alpenwelt," asserts that mules between L. timidus 
and L. variabilis are often met with in Switzerland, a 
statement which seems to require further confirmation, 

The Mountain Hare is less in size than the common 
species; the head is smaller and more rounded, and the ears 
are considerably shorter in proportion, not equalling the 
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kngth of the bead, "nie Iiind kgi are mneh shtxter, u ii 
alio the Ull, wliidi is nsiullj preaed closely to the rump, 
ao as to be scarodj viaible. Tbe far ia folli soft, and 
woolly. Id snmmer it is of a grey colonr, with more df leu 
admixture of yellowish-browii silky bain on tbe upper 
parts ; tbe eais are grey, tipped with black ; the tail, pale 
grey abore, white below ; tbe under parts light grey, 
becoming dJrty white on tbe belly. In winter, in cold 
climates, the whole animal is pure white, except tbe tipi 
of tbe ears, which remain jet-black. 

Dimensions : — 

ladb. Um. 

I^glk << tlw kcad ud bod; . . 21 S 

., eltift i*ad .... 4 « 

„ «f tiw «r as 

,, oftlwtvl .... S 8 

The figure at the b^tnning of ibis article was drawn 
from a living specimen formerly in our possession, but 
the colour is tbat of one near the completion of tbe 
autumnal change. 





Lepus cuniculus (Linn.). 

Spa^ifie CToiwfffT.— CokmrlirownUli-grey miMd with tawnj; UHy, wbil« ; 
(ul blacfaiih above, wbiw below ; vara aboat as long a* the heul, 
Ounirutw, 1'i.iST, Hist. Kflt. VIII. 

Lrpui cunltuliu, LiNirjiU9, Syit. Nut. I. 72. 

The Rabbit, so well known in England as one of the 
worst pests of tbe farmer, is believed to be only a natural- 
ized inhabitant of Western and Central Europe, its native 
land being the cis-alpine countries of tbe Mediterranean 
basin. It is plentiful in Spain, in parts of Italy and 
Greece, and in the islands of Corsica, Sardinia, and Sicily, 
and it is said to Inhabit the Barbary coast. North of the 
Alps it is very locally distributed, being unknown in a 
wild state in many parts of Western Europe and very 
' abundant in others, while it is not found in the eastern 
and northern countries. 

In our own country the Kabbit is abundant in almost 




every district of Great Brilain and Ireland, and in mn»i 
of their dependant isles. In many places it has become 
extremely abundant, owing to its preservation for the 
purpose of sport and the destruction of its natural enemies 
— indeed we may say, without entering on argument, thai 
it is to ihis animal that the preservation of game in Britun 
owes the most of its present unpopularity. In some parts 
of Scotland the species has increased enormously of late 
years, even where it has not been purposely encouraged, 
a result which may probably be attributed to the persecu- 
tion by man of all beasts and birds of prey, and especially 
of the Weasel tribe. 

The Rabbit differs from the Hare in its smaller size, ib 
more plump and rounded body, and its much shorter ears, 
and hind legs, as well as in its more uniform grey colour- 
Its habits differ no less than its form. Unfitted by it* 
organization for that long-continued and rapid course by 
which the Hare is distinguished, it seeks at once its safety 
and its shelter in deep holes of its own digging, and 
associates in large societies in places suitable for the easy 
excavations of its buiTows. Sandy heaths covered with 
furze are a favourite resort of Rabbits, and in such places 
they often multiply to a great extent; the soil being 
easily penetrated, and the furze afibrding at once a secure 
cover to their retreat, and a wholesome and never-fuliug 
supply of food ; the young tops of the plants are coustanlly 
eaten down and the bushes present the appearance of a 
solid mass, with the surface even and rounded as high as 
the rabbits can reach when standing on their hind legs. 
Where undisturbed they may be seen abroad at all hours, 
but generally they remain in their burrows during the day, 
coming out towards twilight to feed. On moors, where 
the soil is very wet. Rabbits often refrain from burrowing, 
and content themselves with runs and galleries formed in 
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the long and matted heather and herbage. In more than 
one instance we have known a family to take possession 
of a hollow tree and ascend its inclined and decayed trunk 
for some distance. 

A Rabbit-warren presents towards evening a curious 
and not uninteresting spectacle. The ground everywhere 
pierced with deep and tortuous boles, the absence of all 
esculent vegetation around it, and the playful gambols 
and rapid retreat of the inhabitants, as they either sport 
in security or fly from the approach of danger, are cir- 
cumstances which at once indicate the peculiar habits of 
the species and present a lively and amusing aceue. 

The Rabbit begins to breed at the age of six months, 
and has several litters in the year, during winter as well 
as in summer. From five to seven or eight young are 
broughtforth at a time, and we have known an instance in 
which the number amounted to eleven. They are born 
blind and nearly naked, whereas we have seen that those 
of the Hare are covered with fur and have the eyes open 
at birth — an admirable provision for the comparatively 
unprotected situation in which the latter little creatures 
are bfought forth. When the female Rabbit is about to 
give birth to her young, she forms a separate burrow, at 
the bottom of which she makes awarni nest of fur plucked 
from her own body ; this breeding-burrow has 'seldom 
more than one entrance, whereas the ordinary residence 
has always a postern gate for escape. The mother covers 
over this single entrance with earth, and visits her offspring 
only under cover of the night. It is evident from the 
above facts that the multiplication of this species is ex- 
tiemely rapid ; so much so that it would soon become an 
intolerable scourge to the agriculturist if its numbers 
I were not kept down by its natural enemies. Now that 
I our native beasts and birds oi prey are bo greatly reduced 
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in numbers, its most dreaded foe is man, who pursues it 
with guns, traps, nets, dogs, and ferrets. 

The Kahbit is well known in a domesticated state. It 
then varies much in colour, being brown, fawn, reddish- 
brown, or black, more or less mixed with white, and it ii 
very subject to albinism, which is perpetuated as a fixed 
race. The fur is sometimes much lengthened, as in the 
so-called " Angora " breed ; wliile in what are kuowo u 
" Fancy-Rabbits " the ears are enormously elongated and 
droop so much as to touch the ground. This last dei^ 
lopment is associated with a very curious change in the 
bones of the skull, of which an interesting account will 
be found in Mr, Darwin's work on the "Variation of 
Animals and Plants under Domestication." The flesh of 
the tame Rabbit is very inferior in flavour to that of the 
wild, but the former is more esteemed in London on 
account of its greater tenderness. 

Besides the changes produced by domestication, thif 
species presents us with a very curious instance of varia- 
tion in a wild state, of which Mr. Darwin has giveu a full 
account in the work just alluded to. In the island of 
Porto Santo, near Madeira, there is a feral breed which u 
known to have descended from some tame Rabbits which 
were turned down in 1418 or 1419 by J. Gonzales Zarco. 
These Rabbits are now much smaller than their Europeaii 
relatives, being nearly one-third less in weight ; the upper 
parts are much redder, and the lower surface is more grey, 
while the tail is reddish-brown above. Two which were 
brought to England would not breed or even associate 
with other Rabbits, and if their history had not been 
known they would certainly have been regarded as belong- 
ing to a perfectly distinct species. 

Our English word Rabbit is allied to the Dutch HMe, 
Rubbeken; the origin of both is very doubtful, though 
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Skinner has derived the latter from the Latin rapidus. 
The old English name of Coney has its analogue in most 
European languages ; as the Italian Coniglio, Spanish 
Conejo, Portuguese Coelho, German Kaninchen, Danish 
and Swedish Kaning, Belgic Komit, and Welsh Cwningen ; 
tliese are evidently allied to the Latin Cuniadus, of which 
no very satisfactory derivation has been suggested. It is 
perhaps hardly necessary to add that the animal mentioned 
in the Bible to which the name Coney is applied in our 
version, is not the Rabbit, but the Syrian Hyrax {Hyrax 
tnfriacus). 

The general form of this species is fuller and rounder 
than that of the Hare, and the flanks are less contracted ; 
the head and ears are much shorter (especially the latter), 
as are also the hind legs. The general colour is a greyish- 
brown, the neck reddish-fawn, the throat and belly white, 
the ears are brownish-grey throughout their whole length, 
with a narrow black margin at the extreme tips, and the 
tail is blackish-grey above, white beneath. Pied, black, 
and fawn-coloured varieties not unfrequently occur in a 
wild state, even where there can have been no admixture 
of tame blood. 

Dimensions : — 

Lengtli of tbe head and bodj .13 8 

,, of the head 8 8 

„ of the ean 8 8 

,, of thebul 8 2 





Genus Cervus (Limiieus). 

GcHci-ii: C/ianicler, — Antlers roimdeil or palmatcd, with tvo or mnn huil 
tiDw dinicled lonmriJ. Cuiine teeth i)«Telaped in kiid« iptetetL Unnk 
bore v>d moiit ; t«ar-pitJi well dateloijecl ; tall moderate. 

RED DEER or STAG. 

Cernus efaphue (Linn.). 

Spcei^c Charaifrr. — AiiUtrs rounded, vith tliree liuea directed lonm^i 
ond ■ " crovD." Canines present. Tail abort. BcddUb-brown io hibMi, 
grsjish-brairn Id winter : Ibe rumji pale. 



The genus Cervus of Linn»u9j constituting ihe familj' 
Cervid(r of nioileni authors, is as well niarkcd ami nalural 
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a group as is to be found in the whole of the mammi- 
liferous class. The single character of the possession of 
branching bony antlers, without any horny covering, and 
shed annually, ia at once so tangible and important as to 
leave no doubt of the relationship of any one species of 
the whole group. The only approach to a connecting 
link in this respect is found in the Prong-honi Antelope 
of America {Anlilocapra americana, Ord), in which the 
homy sheaths of the horns are now known to be deciduous, 
but as the bony cores remain persistent it can only be 
considered as a very distant approach to the peculiar 
organization of the present family. 

That the horns, or as they should rather be named the 
sntlers, of Deer are intimately connected with sex, Is 
proved by every circumstance of their growth and 
economy. With the exception of the Reindeer {Rangi- 
fer tarandus, Linn.) of the northern regions, the female 
possesses no antlers, the annual shedding takes place 
shortly after the pairing season, and horns are either 
absent or very rudimeiitarily developed in the castrated 
male. The antlers of the Deer rise from the frontal 
bone, and consist of the burr or rough protuberant ring 
at the base, the beam or main stem, and the branches or 
antlers, which have various names according to their 
position, as the brow-antler, bes-anller, and royal. The 
growth of such a moss of bony matter, amounting in 
some of tlie larger species to many pounds weight, is an 
astonishing instance of the rapidity of the production of 
bone under particular circumstances, the antlers of a full- 
grown Stag being produced in about ten weeks. The 
new weapon is at first soft and extremely vascular, it is 
covered with skin and clad with a soft hairy coat termed 
the velvet, and is provided throughout with blood-vessels, 
which transmit the necessary nourishment from the 
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external carotid arteries, which are temporarily much 
enlarged. ^VTien the antler haa assumed the size and 
form characteristic of the species and of tlie age of the 
individual, the burr is developed, and by compressing the 
bases of the larger vessels it cuts off the supply of 
blood. The substance of the antler then assumes its 
proper density and hardnesa, and the velvet dries and peels 
off in shreds, a process which is hastened by the animal 
rubbing his horns against trees or rocks. The perfect 
antler thus produced is a most effectual weapon of 
defence in many species, and they are often used in tie 
pairing season in the violent and sometimes fatal combats 
between the males. Soon after that season the Deer 
instinctively seeks seclusion, the union of the burr with 
the frontal bone becomes loosened, and the antlers fall off, 
to be again renewed in the same manner. Such is a brief 
and general description of this remarkable process, the 
details of which vary in the different species, as will be 
noticed hereafter. 

The Red Deer or Stag is a native of the more temperate 
regions of Europe and Northern Asia, but in the former 
continent its limits have been much reduced by the 
advance of civilization and agriculture. In Scandinavia 
it is confined to a few forests in Sweden, principally b 
the province of Scania, and to some of the Norw^ao 
islands, notably that of Hittem, near Bergen, where it is 
carefully preserved. In Russia it is said to be only 
found in the Caucasus, but it is a native of a consider- 
able part of Siberia from the Ural to the Lena, and ii 
stated by Middendorf to extend as far south as the 
Maiidshuri Mountains. The Stag was formerly verj 
generally distributed throughout Central Europe, and 
although it has been exterminated in many places, it still 
holds its ground in some parts of Britain, in the larger 
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forests of France and Germany, and more abundantly in 
the more Eastern States, aa Hungary, Servia, Transyl- 
vania, Poland, the Danubian Principalities, &c. South 
of these countries it is found, though more rarely, in 
parts of Greece, Italy, and Spain, and it inhabits the 
islands of Corsica and Sardinia. Within these limits the 
Red Deer varies not a little in its size and in the compara- 
tive development of its antlers ; thus the Eastern form 
is unusually large and carries a fine head, whereas the 
Stag of tlie Norwegian, Scotch, and Mediterranean islands 
is small in size and has only a stunted growth of antlers. 
It has accordingly been endeavoured to divide the Euro- 
pean Red Deer into various species, but there appears 
to be no ground whatever for such a step. Its nearest 
allies or representatives in olher countries appear to be 
the Cervus wallichii of the Himalayas, the C. barbarus 
of North Africa, and the C. canadensit, or Wapiti, 
of America. 

In ancient times, when the British Islands were clad 
with almost uninterrupted forests, the Stag undoubtedly 
ranged throughout the whole country. But as civiliza- 
tion and population increased, it was driven to find shelter 
in the chases and preserved forests of the Kings and of 
the great feudal lords, many of which were purposely 
laid waste for its benefit, and where it was protected by 
forest laws of the most savage severity — it was better to 
have been a homicide in those days than to have killed 
one of the King's Deer, These retreats gradually 
diminished in number, one after another was disaffor- 
ested, and others were sacked by the peasantry in times 
of civil war. In England Red Deer were abundant in 
Woolmer Forest in Hampshire as late as the reign of 
Queen Anne, as is mentioned by White of Selbome ; a 
few lingered down to the present century in Epping 
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Forest, and we hare onraelTes seen some in the New Forest 
many years ago. But exclusive of those kept in regu- 
lariy enclosed parks, the species must now be regarded as 
being confined in England to the moorlands of Devon- 
shire and Somersetshire; in Ireland to certain districts 
in Errisy Connemara, and Killamey ; and Scotland to the 
Highlands north of the Forth and Clyde, and to the 
adjacent islands. It is not now found in Shetland or 
Orkney, though it was anciently a native of the latter 
islands, but it is plentiful in both the Outer and Inner 
Hebrides, where the breed has been much improved of 
late years by the judicious introduction of fresh blood. 

It is in the Highlands of Scotland only that the Red 
Deer is now found in large numbers in Britain, and great 
tracts of country have there been devoted to its exclusive 
use, a policy of which the national advantages have been 
the subject of not a little discussion of late years. The 
old Highland mode of hunting by surrounding a great 
extent of country by a huge circle or ** Tinchal " has 
been long abandoned, the orthodox manner of killing a 
Stag now being by stalking it — a task of no little diffi- 
culty — till the sportsman comes within rifle-range. Deer 
are also sometimes driven through the mountain passes 
where the guns have been placed in ambush, or are run 
down with rough deerhounds, but the latter are more 
often used to secure a Stag which has already been 
wounded. Several excellent accounts of these sports 
have been written, of which the best will be found in St. 
John's " Wild Sports of the Highlands " and in Scrope's 
" Days of Deer-stalking,*' and many incidents of the 
chase have been immortalized in the pictures of Sir Edwin 
Landseer. In Ireland and in Devonshire wild Red Deer 
are still pursued with Hound and Horse and horn in 
orthodox fashion, but those which afibrd sport to Her 
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Majesty's Buekhouiids and other packs are tame Deer 
whose antlers have been sawn off, and which are brought 
to the meet in a cart, in which they return in ignoble 
safety to their paddock after the chase is concluded. 

The Red Deer, like most of the family, is a gregarious 
animal. Except in the rutting season, the sexes remain 
separate, the Hinds, Calves, and young males consorting 
together, and usually preferring lower ground than that 
frequented by the full-grown Stags. In its choice of 
ground tins species varies much in different countries. 
On the Continent it is almost exclusively known as an 
inhabitant of the largest forests, where it hides Itself by 
day in the densest thickets, and comes out to feed by 
night in the open glades and meadows, or invades the 
nearest cultivated grounds. In Scotland, on the other 
iiand, it ranges over the barren and exposed hills, shel- 
tering itself in the glens and corries, and living as 
thoroughly a mouiitaiu life as the Reindeer of the Nor- 
wegian jjelds. 

The pairing season begins in the end of September, 
or beginning of October, and lasts about three weeks. 
The full-grown Stags then wander about in search of 
the Hinds, and make the rocks and mountains resound 
with their " belling " or roaring on moonlight nights, 
and in the early morning. When two Slags of similar 
size and strength fix their affections on the same female a 
desperate fight ensues, which not unfrequently proves fatal 
to one or even to both — for not a few cases huve been 
recorded in which the combatants have interlocked their 
antlers so firnjly as to be unable to separate, and so have 
perished miserably. During these ducts the Hinds never 
interfere, but look on or graze in serenity till the rival 
suitors have settled their pretensions. The female goes 
with young eight months and a few days, and has usually 
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only one calf. She retires from the herd to bring forth, 
and continues to attend to her young with the greatest 
assiduity and tenderness ; in winter the females and cakes 
again reassemble in a herd. About February, the old 
Stags drop their antlers, the young ones retaining thein 
somewhat longer, and soon after they begin to be replaced 
in the manner above described. At this time they seek 
the most solitary places^ and remain quite apart from the 
rest of the herd. 

A very ancient popular belief, traced by Sir Thomas 
Browne back to the ancient Egyptians, attributes ao 
extraordinary longevity to the Stag. This is fully be- 
lieved by the Highlanders of Scotland, and several 
curious and circumstantial traditions of Stags living for 
a hundred years and upwards will be found in Mr. 
Scrope's interesting work. In parks, however. Red 
Deer are found to have reached their full prime at twelve, 
and seldom to live for twenty years, and it does not 
appear probable that this limit is very much exceeded in 
a wild state. 

The derivation of the English names applied to the 
Deer tribe is interesting, showing how completely the 
simple Saxon words of the stout yeomen and outlaws 
ousted the Norman -French terms used by Princes and 
Barons. Thus Deer is the Anglo-Saxon Deor, its primary 
meaning signifying simply a beast (German Thier, Greek 
Ther, Latin Ferus). Stag originally meant a male animal 
of any species, as in the Icelandic Steggr^ a male, and the 
Scotch Staiff, a young horse. Heart and Hind are also 
Saxon. Venison^ however, is from the French renamn 
(perhaps allied to the Latin venor, to hunt), and antUr 
is from the old French antoilier^ but beam and tine are 
from the Saxon words beam, a tree, and /iW, a tooth or 
spike. Many of the quaint old terms of wood-craft have 
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now become obsolete, and most modern deer-stalkers 
would be puzzled to distinguish a Spayard from a 
Slagijard, or a Knohher from a Brocket. Guilliiii, in hjg 
"Display of Heraldrie," thus explains some of these 
terms : — " Whereas some men are of opinion that a Slagge, 
of what age so ever he be, shall not be called a Hart until 
the King or Queene have hunted him ; that is not so: for 
after the fift yeare of his age, you shall no more call him 
a Stagge, but a Hart. So then at sixe yeares old he is 
called a Hart. Now if the King or Ciueene doe chase or 
bunt him, and hee escape away alive, then after such 
bunting or chasing he is called a Hart lioyaU." In 
Scotland the term Royal is generally applied to a Stag 
which carries twelve regular points. 

A fine Stag stands four feet, or even more, at the 
shoulders. The head is beautifully formed, and is car- 
ried aloft with a very proud and noble carriage. The 
tear-pits or lachrymal furrows are moderately developed, 
the muzzle naked, and the ears about half the length of 
the head. The antlers are long, finely curved, and rough, 
their section being an irregular oval with a tendency to 
approach to a sub -triangular form ; their normal develop- 
ment in the adult may be considered as including three 
tines directed forwards, which are sometimes named the 
brow, bez, and royal antlers, and the cup, cruwn, or miroijal 
of three or more branchesat the end. But these divisions 
are subject to considerable variation, to which we shall 
allude presently. The neck is somewhat long and thick, 
and is heavily bearded on the throat with long coarse hair, 
especially in the rutting season. The body is compact, 
the legs long and muscular, and the tail short, being 
^about one-half as long as the ear. In summer the 
[cneral colour is bright reddish-brown ; the head and 

* being somewhat greyer, the throat pale grey, and the 
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bottock marked bj a luge yellowish-wbite patch. In 
winter, the coat is longer and softer, and the colour is 
more of a brownish-giej. White varieties are not uncom- 
mon in parks, and are occasionally met with in a state of 
nature. The Calres are beautifully spotted with white 
during their first summer. 

The number of tines of a Stages antlers varies very 
much, and it is scarcely necessary to observe that the 
popular idea, that one is added for every year of the 
animal's life, is quite without foundation. It is true that 
this is the case during youth, but when a Stag has reached 
its maximum of strength and vitality the size of its 
weapons increases no longer, or even decreases as the 
creature becomes old and decrepid. We have already 
observed that in a normal antler the three anterior 
branches are always present, the variation in number 
lying in the crown or cup, the branches of which may be 
more or less numerous, and still remain quite regular. 
But some of the most famous heads can only be considered 
as abnormal. 

There can be no doubt that the size and development 
of the antlers depend very much on the food which the 
animal consumes, and that as the Red Deer has been gra- 
dually driven back from the best pastures by civilization, 
it has degenerated in consequence. The antlers found in 
the alluvial deposits of this country present a calibre and 
development which has been even considered to point out 
a specific distinction, and both here and abroad the heads 
of Stags killed two or tliree centuries ago are much larger 
and finer than those of the present day. In Scotland, 
where breeding in-and-in has probably also had its efiect, 
fine heads are now rare. In Eastern Europe the average 
is considerably better, but nowhere could antlers now be 
found which could compare with some of the old heads 
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preserved in various collections, especially in Germany. 
In Lord Powerscourt's collection is a very fine pair of 
antlers, believed to have belonged to a Stag killed in 
Transylvania about two hundred years ago, which weigh 
seventy-four pounds, and have forty-five points. This, 
however, is surpassed by some in the German Castles, one 
especially at the Moritzburg, in Saxony, boasts sixty-six 
tines. These collections are also rich in " abnormitaten," 
or deformed antlers, often of most strange and fantastic 
growth, whose variations are to be attributed to various 
causes, but especially to breeding in-and-in, and injuries 
to the organs of the Deer during the production of 
the antlers. Such deformed heads, called in Gaelic' 
" chromeh," are particularly common in some of the Scotch 
Islands, especially in Mull. 

The average weight of good Stags in Scotland may be 
taken as ranging from fifteen to twenty imperial stone, 
but much heavier animals are sometimes killed. Mr. 
Scrope mentions several which have exceeded thirty stone, 
and considered that the Sutherlandshire Deer oflTer the 
highest average weight. An outlying Stag killed at 
Woburn, in 1836, weighed thirty-four stone live weight. 
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a native of Spain, of some of the Grecian Islands, and of 
parts of North Africa. From these regions it has been 
introduced into Central Europe, and with some artificial 
protection it supports the cold of winter as far north as 
the southern provinces of Scandinavia. The date of its 
introduction into this country is quite uncertain, but it 
is mentioned by Fitz-Stephen and other ancient chroniclers, 
and it seems not improbable that it was first brouglit over 
by the Koman colonists. The dark-coloured variety is 
said to have been introduced from Norway by James I., 
on account of its superior hardiness of constitution. 

Fallow Deer are gregarious to a great extent, asso- 
ciating in large herds, the Bucks apart from the Does, 
except in the pairing season and early winter, when the 
sexes consort in company. Most persons must be familiar 
with their boldness and the confident manner in which they 
will approach mankind, where they are well accustomed 
to his presence ; importuning the stranger who pic-nics in 
Greenwich Park for a biscuit or an apple, which is seldom 
refused. The fondness of the Deer tribe for musical 
sounds is well illustrated in the following extract from 
Playford's ** Introduction to Music " : — '' Travelling 
some years since, 1 met on the road near Roystbn a 
herd of about twenty [Bucks] following a bagpipe and 
violin, which, while the music played, went forward ; 
when it ceased, they all stood still : and in this manner 
they were brought out of Yorkshire to Hampton Court." 
A love of music is not confined to this family ; there 
is more than poetic tiiith in the story of the power of 
Orpheus's lyre over the beasts of the field, and Shak- 
speare avails himself of this predilection in cattle to form 
one of his exquisite illustrations. 

Like the otlier species, the Fallow Deer feeds on herb- 
age ; it has been noted that it is especially fond of horse- 
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chestnutS; which the Bucks knock down from the branches 
with their antlers, and the tree is consequently frequently 
planted in Deer-parks. 

The pairing season begins in September and the Doe 
goes eight months with young; she brings forth generally 
one Fawn, not unfrequently two, and sometimes three, at 
a birth, and conceals them as does the Hind, but some- 
what less carefully. The young male exhibits the first 
signs of his antlers in his second year, when they make 
their appearance as simple snags, and the animal is called 
a Pricket. In the third year the two anterior tines are 
produced, and the extremity of the beam becomes 
flattened or palmate. The fourth finds them further 
developed in size, and the palmate portion is deeply 
indented or incised. In the fifth year, when he attains to 
the title of a Buck of the first head, the antlers have ac- 
quired nearly their full development, but in the sixth the 
snags of the flattened part of the beam, called spillers or 
advancers, become more numerous, and the palmation has 
attained a great breadth. The processes of shedding and 
reproduction of the antlers is precisely similar to those 
described in the Stag, but not only is their form quite 
different, but the excrescences and furrows are much less 
distinctly marked; they are shed in spring, somewhat 
later than in the last species. 

Fallow Deer venison is usually considered superior to 
that of the Red Deer, being generally much fatter, but 
the latter is considered by some to have the finest flavour. 
The skin of both the Buck and Doe is well known as 
affording a soft and durable leather. The antlers, like 
those of other species, are manufactured into the handles of 
knives and other cutler's instruments, and the shavings and 
refuse have always been employed in the manufacture of 
annnonia, whence the common name of hartshorn. 
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Tlie word fallow describes the prevailing colour of the 
animal, being the Anglo-Saxon fealo, allied to the Ger- 
man falb, the Sclavonic plav, yellow, the Latin palidus, 
paie, and the Sanscrit palila, grey. Thus in the early 
English writers " to falow " means to grow paie, to fade. 
" Buck" is probably from the Tentonic bocken, to strike, 
and is therefore an animal which strikt-s or butla with \is 
head; hence it has become the general name of the male 
of the beasts of chase, even including those which have 
no horns, as the Hare and Rabbit. " Doe " is the Anglo- 
Saxon da, probably from the same rootas the Latin dama, 
a deer, and the Sanscrit dam, to tame; thus the Doe 
would mean the turn e or liarmlesa animal. "Fawn" is 
from the French Jaon, /eon, which, say some, is derived 
from the Latin infnns, or, more probably, through tlie old 
fomi/edon, from feetus, an offspring. 

The Buck usually stands about three feet, or rather 
less, at the shoulder, and measures about five feet in total 
length, of which the tail occupies nearly seven and a half 
inches. The head is small, the tear-pits well developed, 
the muzzle tapered, and the eye large and lustrous. The 
ears are long and pointed, exceeding half the length of 
tlie head. The antlers have only two anterior tines, the 
presence of a third being a very rare abnormity, but the 
hinder margin of the flattened portion of the beam is 
notched out, so as to form an indeflnite number of points. 
The tail is longer than the ear. 

In colour the Fallow Deer of our parks vary much. 
The normal tint is a fawn or yellowish red-brown, spotted 
with white, and becoming more grey in winter. The 
dark brown variety has already been mentioned, and Deer 
may be seen of every shade from pure white to almost 
coal black. 

3 A 
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remarkable peeuliaritj in its reproduction, appear to ua 
to entitle it to generic distinction. 

The Roe ia a native of Europe and Northern Asia 
south of 58° north latitude. The Siberian form, how- 
ever, has been separated as a distinct species, under the 
name of C. pygargus (Pallas), principally on account of 
its larger size, lighter colour, and longer antlers. But 
these hardly seem sufficient characters to afford grounds 
for specific distinction in so variable a family as the Deer 
tribe, and we are therefore inclined to follow Prof. 
Blasius in regarding the Roe Deer of Europe and Asia 
BB belonging to one species — the only one of the genus 
yet known. In Europe it reaches its northern limit in 
the south of Sweden, and it extends as far south as Italy 
and Spain ; it is not found in northern and central 
Russia, but occurs in the more southern provinces, in 
the Ukraine and the Caucasus. In Asia the larger 
variety is common in Persia and Tartary, and throughout 
Siberia from the Ural Mountains to the River Lena. 

In Britain the Roe Deer was certainly very widely 
distributed in olden times, when the greater part of the 
country was covered with forests, but it gradually gave 
way before the advances of cultivation, and when Pen- 
nant wrote he regarded it as being restricted to the 
Scottish Highlands north of Perthshire, Owing to the 
stricter preservation of game and to the great increase 
of plantations, it has again enlarged its bounds, and it 
is now found in many of the more wooded districts of 
the south of Scotland and north of England, in some of 
which it is so numerous as to cause considerable damage 
to young plantations. 

The favourite resorts of Roe Deer are large woods 
■with a thick undergrowth, bordering on meadows or 
cultivated lands, to which they issue towards evening in 
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search of food. Usuully they consort in Email family 
parlies, and tliey have regular paths and passes through 
the woods, returning to the same feeding-grounds dnv f\v 
day at the same honr. The paces of the Roe are a gentle 
trot and a high hounding gallop; its speed is not great, 
but it is a wonderful leaper — we have repeatedly »eta 
one clear a fence much higher than itself apparently with 
the greatest ease. It is also an excellent swimmer, taking 
to the water even when unpursued, and in Scotland it is 
often known to cross lochs of more than half a mile in 
breadth. Its voice is a harsh bleat, though some liave 
rather compared it to the yelp of a small dog. 

Its usual food consists of grass, herbage, and the 
young shoots of bushes and trees. Ivy leaves are a 
special favourite, and on more than one occasion we have 
found its stomach filled with fungi of various species. 

The breeding of the Roe Deer presents us with the 
most interesting points in its history, and was long a 
puzzle to sportsmen and naturalists, especially in Ger- 
many, where the species is abundant. Most writers haTc 
stated that the Roe is strictly monogamous, that it pairs 
in November or December, and that the Doe goes five 
months with young. This account seems confirmed by 
the fact that the /o?(us was never found before January, and 
then only in a very undeveloped condition ; but on the 
other hand it was well known that the sexes seek each 
other's company in July and August, and the investigation!! 
of the late Dr. Ziegler, published in \8iS, proved con- 
clusively that this was the true pairing season. The 
mystery was not cleared up till ISS't, when Prof. BischofT 
of Giessen, the well-known embryologist, published an 
elaborate treatise, entitled " Eutwickluugsgescliichte des 
Rehes," in which he gave the results of ten years' careful 
investtgation. We must refer our readers to the original 
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work for the technicRl details, which would here be out 
of pince, but the results at which lie arrived are briefly 
as follows. The pairing season is, as already stnted, in 
July and August; but the germ or ovum remains dormant 
and of very minute size for four months and a half (until 
December), after which it suddenly begins to develop at 
the usual rate, the whole period of gestation being forty 
weeks. As far as we are aware no similar phenomena 
have been observed in any other quadruped, and it is 
difficult to conceive why this species should differ so 
markedly from others which are nearly allied to it both 
in organization and habits. Either one or two Fawns are 
produced at a birth, usually early in May. These are 
at first carefully concealed by the Doe, which sometimes 
shows great boldness in their defence — we liave known 
a small terrier which attacked a Fawn to be pursued for 
a considerable distance by the irate mother. 

The Fawns, which like those of the other species are 
beautifully marked with white spots, follow their parent 
till winter. The young Buck then puts up his first 
antlers in the form of simple snags; the second pair have 
a single tine directed forwards, and the third winter a 
second branch directed backwards is added. The normal 
development of the antlers is then complete, although 
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they continue to increase in size and weight for some 
time longer. The adult Bucks drop their antlers about 
Christmas, and the new ones are usually fully developed 
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by the end of February. The engraving shows the 
annual change of the antlers from the second to about 
the sixth year. 

Both in Scotland and Germany Roe Deer are generally 
killed by driving the woods with beaters, the sportsmen 
having previously been posted so as to command their 
favourite passes. The venison is considered to be inferior 
to that of both the Red and Fallow Deer ; it is in best 
condition in winter, whereas the Stag is only in season 
during the summer months. 

Roe is derived from the Anglo-Saxon Rah, Raeh, which 
is preserved in the Scottish Rae. The derivation of 
the words Buck, Doe, and Fawn have already been 
considered. 

A fine Roe Buck will stand twenty-six inches or rather 
more, at the shoulder, and often weighs upwards of sixty 
pounds. The head is short and abruptly tapered, the eye 
rather large, the tear-pit very slightly developed, and the 
ear about two-thirds as long as the head. The antlers are 
short, upright, very rough and longitudinally furrowed; 
the first tine is distant about two-thirds from the base 
and is directed forwards, the second, higher up, has the 
contrary direction ; very rarely each of the terminal 
points is again subdivided. The neck is slender, the 
body short, plump, and compact, the limbs long and 
slender. The colour is reddish- brown in summer, which 
is exchanged in autumn for 9 much thicker and finer 
winter coat of yellowish -grey ; the lips are marked with 
black and white, and the rump with a large patch of 
pure white; the belly and the inside of the limbs are 
pale yellowish -fawn. Albinos are sometimes met with 
both in Scotland and in Germany. 

The Roe is even more liable to malformations of the 
antlers than the Red Deer. In normal horns the length 
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is seldom more than ten or eleven indies, but in the Field 
of 2ntl Maicli, 1872, Mr. R. Winsloe mentions a pair 
from Austria in his collection which measured 15J inches 
in length and Hi from tip to tip. In the same news- 
paper, in 1866, a correspondent stated tliat a Doe bearing 
horns was shot that year near Kippenheim in ihe Black 
Foreat. 
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admitted, but their claim to be regarded as unsubdued 
descendants of the once mighty Urus is still a matter 
of dispute. Space fails us here to enter fully into the 
question, and we must contiue our remarks to a short 
abstract of the arguments which have been put forward. 
According to Prof, Nilsson, Prof, Riitimeyer, and 
others of our best authorities on this family, the domestic 
Oxen of Europe are derived from three or four distinct 
races, known to geologists under the names of Rus primi- 
\ geniux, B. longifrom, B. frontosus, and B. trockoceros. From 
I tbe first of these, which was undoubtedly the Urus of 
, Caesar and other ancient writers, the large long-horned 
Cattle of Northern Europe and of the Mediterranean 
countries appear to have descended, and of these the 
British Wild Cattle approach most closely to the original 
type, especially in their flat forehead, level occipital ridge, 
and the peculiar curves of their lyrate horns. But it is 
more doubtful whetlier they have always remained in a 
wild state, or are the representatives of domestic Cattle 
run wild, which have reverted in some degree to the 
characters of their progenitors. Several facts appear to 
be in favour of the latter supposition. Wild Cattle are 
certauily mentioned liy various ancient writers as inhabit- 
ing the forests of Britain, as in the forest-code of King 
Canute {1017-36), and by Fitz-Stephen (circa 1174), They 
I «re also spoken of by Boethius (1526), Leslie (1575), and 
I «ther Scottish writers, but only as having previously 
existed in a free state, and as being already confined to a 
few parka and chases. But it seems at least possible that 
these mediaeval "Tauri sylvestres " may have been de- 
scended from escaped Cattle, like the wild herds of South 
America and Australia, and surely more frequent mention 
would have been made of them had they resembled the 
I large Urus of antiquity. The colour of the Wild Cattle 
I 3 R 
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of our parks, and their tendency to vary in that respect, 
along with their small size as compared with the Urus, are 
all points in favour of the belief that they are the repre- 
sentatives of a breed of Cattle escaped from capti?itj, 
which in the course of generations of a wild forest life 
reverted to a considerable extent to the characters of their 
distant ancestors. 

This breed of White Cattle has been recorded is 
having been kept at the following parks : — Kincardine 
(Kincardineshire), Stirling (Stirlingshire), Cumbernauld 
(Dumbartonshire), Cadzow (Lanarkshire), Drumlanrig 
(Dumfriesshire), Chillingham (Northumberland), Bishop 
Auckland (Durham), Burton Constable and Gisbum 
(Yorkshire), Lyme (Cheshire), Chartley (StaflTordshire), 
and WoUerton (Nottingham). They now exist cmlyat 
Cadzow, Chillingham, Lyme Park, and Chartley. 

Of these the Chillingham herd appears to be the purest 
bred. The best account of it which we have met with is 
given in the second volume of the " Annals of Natural 
History," by Mr. J. Hindmarsh, who derived much of 
his information from the Earl of Tankerville himself. 
Nothing can now be learned of the ancient history of the 
cattle, but the park is known to have existed early in tlie 
thirteenth century. The Chillingham Cattle " have pre- 
eminently all the characteristics of wild animals, with 
some peculiarities which are sometimes very curious and 
amusing. They hide their yoimg, feed in the night, 
basking or sleeping during the day ; they are fierce when 
pressed, but generally speaking very timorous, moving oflf 
on the appearance of any one, even at a great distance.*' 
The Bulls fight fiercely for the command of the herd, and 
when one becomes old or feeble it is gored to death by 
the rest of the herd. The number of these Cattle in 1838 
amounted to about eighty head ; they have the muzzle 



WILD WHITE CATTLE. 371 

brown, and the inside and lips of the ears red. As iu all 
the other parks, the uniformity of colour is only preserved 
by weeding out the badly-marked Calves which make their 
appearance from time to time. 

The Cattle at Cadzow, the ancient seat of the Dukes of 
Hamilton, resemble the Chillingham breed both in appear- 
ance and habits, but are less timid, owing perhaps to 
being confined to a smaller range. Lord Tankerville in 
the paper quoted above stated that the Hamilton Cattle 
" have no beauty, no marks of high breeding, no wild 
habits," but this is certainly an error, for their manners 
almost exactly agree with what is recorded of tlie North- 
umberland herd. Like them they hide their Calves in 
thickets, and if any one approachea the place the whole 
herd rushes to the rescue. The Bulls seldom attain any 
great age, owing to their fierce and frequent battles for 
the mastership of the herd, for whenever one of them is 
wounded it is at once destroyed by the rest of the Cattle, 
who hasten to take the side of the victor. When any of 
them are shot the remainder become very timid, and it ia 
difficult to get near theui for some time afterwaida ; if 
one is wounded by a ball, it is at once driven from the 
herd and must be very cautiously dealt with, as it will 
charge with the greatest fury at any one who approaches. 
Their number is estimated at between sixty and seventy. 
They have the muzzle and ears of a deep black, and there 
are usually some flecks of the same colour about the head 
and fore -quarters. 

The Cattle at Lyme Park, the propcily of the Legh 
family, have red ears; Lord Tankerville stales that they 
" differ in every respect " from those at Chillingham, and 
Prof. RUtimeyer observes that a skull sent to him showed 
distinct marks of crossing or culture. 

The breed at Chartley, the seat of Lord Ferrars, have 
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black ears. They are said to have become much tamer 
since the introduction among them of some tame white 
heifers, but were formerly very wild and even dan^eroiu. 
A skull in tlie Museum of tlie Royal College of Sui^eom 
presents the general character of the primiffemus race, bat 
the long, low, spreading horns difler widely from the 
lyrate form of those of the Chillingham and Cadzov 
Cattle. A very ancient tradition regards the birth of a 
parli-coloured or black Calf in this herd as an omen of 
the approaching death of some member of the proprietor'* 
family, and several curious coincidences have fully con- 
firmed the country people in the belief. 

The Wild Cattle of our parks, when pure bred, aie 
characterized especially by the form of tbeir homs, which 
may be described as curving first backward and apvard 
and then sweeping forward and downward, while the 
points turn upward. In the skull the forehead is flat, M 
slightly concave, and the occipital ridge between the horm 
is straight and level. In form these Cattle are beautifully 
shaped, with small heads, straight hacks, and short legi. 
Their colour is white except the ears and muzzle, which 
are either red or black, according to the breed. The 
liorns are white with black tips. 
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ORDER CETACEA. 

tf'ha let — Dolphins, 

There is not, in tlie whole raJige of natural science, a 
study more variously and deeply interesling than the 
investigation of the laws by which those variations of 
structure are governed which have for their object the 
adaptation of the same organs to different functions in 
animals of various forms and habits. 

The outward appearance of the Cetaceans, organized as 
they aje for a pennanent residence in the ocean, resembles 
BO nearly that of the Fishes that they have been arranged 
together by the ancients and by the ignorant. Ray him- 
self was not prepared to separate them, and even the 
example of the great Linnaius, who with his wonted 
correctness and judgment placed the Whales in their true 
position, was not sufficient to counterbalance the pre- 
judices of Pennant, who regarded the Cetacea as fonning 
a division of the class of Fishes, although he was well 
aware that they bring forth ibeir young alive, and nourish 
them by means of nianiniary organs, similarly constructed 
to those of the whole class of Mammalia. Their true posi- 
tion, however, being established, it becomes a matter of 
great interest lo ascertain what relation the other organs of 
the body bear to the corresponding ones in the other groups 
of this class, and by what modifications of structure they 
are rendered subservient to a mode of life so difierent 
I £tom that of the more typical forms. A brief notice of 
I ihe principal points of their organization, so far as they 
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bear on these apparent anomalies, will show that the im- 
portant variation iu form and hahits are provided for bj 
the modification of the structures which are essentiallj 
the type of the class, rather than by their abolition, and 
the production of new organs. We will first mentioo 
the peculiarities common to the whole order, and tiien 
those characteristic of the divisions into wliich it may be 
divided, 

The skull of the Cetacea is remarkable for the great 
development of the jaws, which are extended far in front 
of the nasal passages, which, consequently, are directed 
upwards towards the top of the skull, instead of directly 
forwards as in most mammals. The proportions and 
relations of the various bones of which the cranium ii 
built up are also much modified, and in most members of 
the order the whole skull is «symrae(ricii/ or distorted, loan 
extent unknown in any other vertebrate animals. The 
vertebral column is so formed as to be rigid iu front, and 
flexible behind, for as the Whale has no distinct neck M 
external division of the head from the trunk, it is obvioui 
that mobility is not here needful ; whereas great flexibility 
is required further back, to allow of the action of tlie 
caudal-fin or tail in swimming and diving. Accordingly 
we find ihat the seven cervical vertebra? are very short, 
and are frequently more or less united by aukylods, 
while the succeeding ones are separated by thick cushions 
of fibro- cartilage, none of them being united to form a 
sacrum, and the more posterior being but loosely articii' 
lated with one another. The ribs are, in some group)) 
very slightly connected with the vertebrte, and the breatt- 
bone or sternum consists either of a single bone, or of 
several segments. The " flipper " of the CeUccvn, 
although exhibiting externally no divisions or fingers, 
is supported by the very same arrangement of bones ■ 
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the hand and arm of man, as is well shown in the wood- 
cut here given of ihe anterior limb of the Porpoise. 




The bones of the ann are much shortened, those of the 
wriat or carpus are closely united, and the fingers, which 
are four or five in nuinher, are remarkable for the number 
of their joints, which sometimes, as in the second digit 
of the Pilot-Whale, amounts to fourteen, whereas no 
known mammal of any other order has ever more than 
three. The hind limb may be said to be entirely wanting, 
the pelvis being only represented hy two slender bones 
floating in the flesh and unconnected with the vertebral 
column, while it is only in one group, the Bnltenoid 
Whales, that even a rudiment has bei:n found of the boneS 
of the limb itself; in these some small bones and carti- 
lages have been detected by Prof. Reinhardt, and suhse- 
quently by Prof. Flower, which are believed to be the 
representatives of the femur and tibia. 

In respect to their dentition the members of this order 

varies greatly, as will be presently noticed, but there are 

, never "milk-teeth" succeeded by a permanent set. The 

breathing apparatus is very peculiar, and is difficult to 

I explain without the use of the technical language of ana- 

' tomy. The nostrils or " blow-holes " arc placed on the 
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top of the head, so that the animal can respire when only 
that portion is above water. It is evident, however, that 
it could not breathe thus when its mouth was full of water 
unless a peculiar arrangement was provided for the pur- 
pose. This is effected by the upper extremity of the 
wind-pipe being prolonged into a sort of cone or funnel, 
which reaches up into the posterior part of the nares, 
where it is firmly clasped by the surrounding soft parts. 
Thus there is a completely closed passage from the blow- 
hole to the lungs, and even when the animal is dashing 
open-mouthed through the water in pursuit of its prey, 
it can breathe whenever the top of its head is above the 
surface. 

The outer skin of the Cetaceans is smooth and shining, 
and is totally devoid of hair, only a few bristles being 
sometimes present about the lips. On the back a com* 
pressed adipose '* dorsal-fin *' is very often developed, 
while the extremity of the tail is expanded into an 
extremely broad and powerful "caudal-fin," which is 
invariably horizontal, and not vertical as in Fishes. It 
is the principal organ of locomotion, and in the larger 
species is of enormous extent, so as to command sufiicient 
power to drive their huge bulk through the water at a 
great velocity. 

Under the skin lies a thick coating of fat or " blubber" 
of a peculiarly dense and elastic texture, and adhering 
closely to the integument, of which, indeed, it was 
formerly believed to be a modification. This blubber, 
which yields the oil for which the larger Whales are so 
relentlessly pursued by man, is not less useful to the 
animal itself, serving not only to preserve the heat of the 
body, but also to reduce the weight of its mighty bulk 
and to bring it nearer to the specific gravity of the water 
in which it exists. 
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One of the most famous phenomena in the life of the 
Wliales is what is known as their " blowing " or " spout- 
ing," about wliich many contradictory statements have 
been made. It has constantly been said that when a 
Cetacean comes to the surface to breathe, it throws up 
from its blow-holes a great jet of water, which in the 
larger species reaches to an extraordinary height. The 
theory by which this was explained was that the water was 
taken into the mouth, and then, the gullet being closed, was 
forced by the movements of the tongue and jaws through 
the nasal passages, and thence through the valvular opening 
of the blow-holes. But the results of more recent and 
careful observations — amongst which we may notice those 
of Bennett, Von Baer, Sars, and Bunneister — are directly 
opposed to the statement that water is thus ejected, and 
there can now be no doubt that the appearance which 
has given rise to the idea is caused by the moisture with 
which the expelled breath is supercharged, which con- 
denses at once in the cold outer air and forms a cloud or 
column of white vapour. It is possible, indeed, that if 
the animal begins to " blow " before its head is actually 
at the surface, the force of the rushing air may drive up 
some tittle spray along with it, but this is quite diiferent 
from the notion that water is really expelled through the 
nasal passages. We may add that on the only occasion 
when we have ourselves witnessed the "spouting" of a 
large Whale we were much struck with its resemblance 
to the column of white spray which is dashed up by a 
" ricochetting " ball fired from one of the great guns of a 
f man-of-war. 

There does not appear to be any remarkable peculiarity 
r in the reproduction and lactation of the Cetaceans. The 
I placenta is diffuse, and the teats, which are two in number, 
I are inguinal in position. It has been supposed that the 
3 c 
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milk is expressed into the mouth of the animal by a 
muscular action of the mammary organs, but there does 
not seem to be any evidence in support of the theory. 
The mother shows the greatest affection for her offipring, 
as will be shown in several instances in our account of 
the species, and constantly refuses to leave it if it fedls 
a victim to the harpoon of the whaler. 

The order Cetacea naturally divides itself into two vay 
distinct groups, which are regarded by our friend Prof. 
Flower as deserving the rank of sub-orders, under the 
names of Mystacoceti^ bearded or ** Whale-bone '* Whales, 
and Odontocetif or toothed Whales. These differ in many 
very important points of structure, of which we can only 
point out a few of the more obvious, referring our readen 
for more minute particulars to that gentleman*8 memoir 
" On Inia and Pontoparia^** in the Zoological Society's 
" Transactions" for 1867. 

The most striking peculiarity of the Mystacoceti is the 
absence of teeth, which are replaced by great plates of a 
horny fibrous nature, which depend from the palate, and 
constitute the baleen — the " Whale-bone " of commerce. 
During foetal life true teeth do exist, as was long ago 
shown by Eschricht, but they are never developed, and 
soon become absorbed. The baleen plates are smooth 
on the external edge, but are frayed out, as it were, on 
the inner side into a loose fringe. They spring from 
transverse ridges on the side of the palate, and blood- 
vessels pass into the cavities of their substance. The 
whole structure of the skull is wonderfully modified in 
connection with this peculiarity. It is of enormous size, 
and is not laterally distorted, but the narrow rostrum 
formed of the elongated maxillary and premaxillary bones 
is greatly arched, while the branches of the lower jaw arc 
much bent outwards, and are only imited in iront by 
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fibrous tissue. The result of this arrangement, which 
will be better understood by a reference to the figure of 
the skull of the Greenland Right-Whale at p. 386, is 
that the cavity of the mouth is of extraordinary capacity, 
and in the live animal it is entirely filled by the great 
ranges of baleen-plates, which are covered when the 
mouth is closed by the wide and deep lower lip. These 
Whales feed principally on minute Mollusks and Crus- 
taceans as well as on smaller Fishes, and this structure 
of the mouth is admirably adapted for their capture. 
"Opening its huge mouth," says Prof. Huxley, "and 
allowing the sea-water with its multitudinous tenants to 
fill the oral cavity, the Whale shuts the lower jaw upon 
the baleen-plates, and straining out the water through 
them, swallows the prey stranded upon its vast tongue." 

The Balcenoid Whales are further distinguished by the 
presence of olfactory organs, though in a comparatively 
undeveloped condition, by the double orifice of the blow- 
hole, by the very slight manner in which the ribs are 
articulated to the vertebrae, and by the fonn of the breast- 
bone or sternum, which consists of only a single piece, 
and is attached to the first pair of ribs only. The verte- 
brse of the neck may either be united into a solid mass, 
as in the Right- Whales, or may he all free, as is usually 
the case in the Rorquals. Two well-marked families, 
Balanidte and Baltsjioplerida, are represented in our fauna. 
In the second sub-order, the Odontoceti, baleen is never 
found, and there are originally always true teeth, though 
they are sometimes lost early in life ; often they are very 
' numerous, and they are always single-rooted and similiar 
' to one another. The skull is usually very asymmetrical, 
I or laterally distorted; sometimes, as in Physeter and 
I Hyperoodon, it is wonderfully modified by the develop- 
I ment of raised ridges and crests on the maxillary bones. 
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The blow-hole is externally single, and no trace of an 
olfactory nerve can be distinguished. The anterior libt 
are more closely united to the vertebrae than in the 
Myatacoceti ; the sternum (in the young animal at least) it 
composed of several distinct segments, and it is attached 
to several of the ribs. The cervical vertebrae are^ uauaUy, 
nearly or quite free, but are sometimes completely united. 

The Odontoceti have been divided by Prof. Flower into 
three great families ; namely, Physeteridm^ consisting of 
the Cachelots and Ziphioid Whales; PlatanutideB, the 
long-snouted fresh-water Dolphins of India and South 
America; and Delphinida, comprising the remaining 
Dolphins, Porpoises, &c., along with the Narwhal and 
the Beluga. Of these groups the first and third are 
well represented in our fauna, while the second consists 
exclusively of tropical forms. 

The Dugongs and Manatees of the tropics were formerly 
placed in this order, under the name of Herbivorous 
Cetaceans, but a better acquaintance with their organiza- 
tion has led to their separation as a distinct order, StremCf 
holding a close relation to the hoofed animals or Ungulata. 

One or two specimens of the Manatee of the West 
Indies {Manatus australis) have been cast ashore on our 
islands, and the species has therefore been claimed as 
British, but as the animals were dead and even putrid, 
and had probably been drifted by the Gulf Stream from 
a great distance, it can have no claim to be regarded as a 
member of our fauna. 
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Genus BALiBNA (Linnseus, 1766), 

Omrrk CWamrtcr.— Baleen long; no dorBal fin; skin of thnat and belly 
«iDiK>lli; flippers Bhort, Bostrnni of eknll mach compressed and ronnded; 
tMni of lower jaw Btrongly nrebed ontwanls ; cerrical TBrtebrw antjiowd. 

GREENLAND RIGHT-WHALE. 

Balaina myaticelus (Linn. )■ 

Spteifie Clanirtw.— Darlt grey, Ihc lower jaw nnd throat white. Head of 
■dull one-tliird of the entire length ; baleen long sjid narrow. Notuber of 
*ert«br» 5i, of ribs 13 pairt, rarely \i. Length of adnlt, SO to 00 Feet. 



The term "Right- Whale" has been applied to the mem- 
bers of the restricted genus Bafa-na, these being the only 
animals which fully reward the whaler by a full supply of 
oil and whalebone of the best quality. From the next 
family, that of the Rorquals or Fin-Whales, the Right- 
Whales are at once distinguished by the absence of a 
dorsal-fin, and of folds or plicae on the throat or belly. 
Their heads are also much larger — amounting to a fourth 
a third of their entire length, their baleen is longer 
and more valuable, their cervical vertebras are ankylosed 
into a solid mass, and their Itippers have five fingers. 



i 



382 BkLMSlDM. 

It is only of late years that more than one species 
of Right-Whale has been established as inhabiting the 
northern seas, and as not one animal of this genos has 
been recorded as having recently occurred on our coasts, 
it is left a very doubtful question, which of the two 
recognized species of Northern Right- Whale is to be 
recognized as British ? In this difficulty we have thought 
it best to include both in the present work, but must 
express the strong conviction that the animals which have 
occurred in Britain were of the more southern species, 
B. biscayensis. Still there is nothing more improbable 
in the idea that the truly glacial B. mysticetut may have 
accidentally wandered to our shores, than in the occasional 
appearance here of such arctic forms as the Narwhal and 
Beluga. 

The notices of Right- Whales taken in British waters 
are unsatisfactory in the extreme. Sibbald records what 
was probably such an animal, and the Tynemouth specimen 
mentioned by Willughby may have been a true Balmna. 
In the ** Natural History of Yarmouth/' by Messrs. C. J. 
and J. Paget (1834), it is stated of " Balana mysiicetus, 
the Common Whale," that a small one was taken near 
that town on the 8th July, 1784, but no remains of this 
individual have been preserved, nor can any further parti- 
culars be now ascertained. The Rev. Mr. Barclay says of 
the same species, in a communication printed in the first 
edition of our work : — " It is occasionally seen on the 
coast of Zetland, and several of this species have run 
aground, or have been found dead at sea. These, however, 
were very lean, either from injury or disease or from want 
of food." There is no proof, however, that these refer- 
ences do not rather apply to some species of Bal4enoptertu 

The labours of HH. Eschricht and Reinhardt have 
fully established the strictly arctic distribution of the 
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Greenland Right- Whale, which is almost invariably found 
close to the polar ice-fields, although it occasionally goes 
as far south in winter as north lat. 46°*. Not a single 
example is known with certainty to have wandered to the 
European coasts. This species was formerly very plentiful 
in the seas east of Greenland, but has been there nearly 
extirpated by the whalers ; Herr Malmgren did not see 
one during liis recent voyage to Spitzbergen. The 
principal fishing-ground ia now in Baffin's Bay, and 
according to Dr. R. Brown the Whales are found in the 
greatest numbers in the vicinity of Eclipse Sound between 
the months of June and September, returning southwards 
to winter and produce their young in the southern parts 
of Davis Strait, Hudson Strait, and off the coast of 
Labrador (Proc. Zool. Soc. 1868). 

One of the best accounts of the habits and chase of the 
Greenland Right-Whale is that given by the late Mr. 
Scoresby in his " Arctic Regions." Accoiding to hia 
description this species is usually met with either solitary 
or in paii's, and he reckons its usual pace at about four 
miles an hour, although it is capable of a much greater 
speed when alarmed or wounded. At intervals of from 
five to fifteen or even twenty minutes it comes to the 
surface to breathe, and remains there for about two 
minutes. Of late years the introduction of steam and 
the invention of the gun-harpoon have revolutionized the 
chase of the Whale, but in its general character and 
incidents it remains much the same as in the days of 
Scoresby. When a Right-Whale is observed the boats 
mce lowered and harpoon after harpoon is fixed in 
t its body till it becomes exhausted and incapable of further 
i diving, when it is attacked with lances. Then succeeds 
! awful scene of the "flurry" or dying convulsions, 
" Eeceut Mcmoin on tbe CoUcenns," pulilklied b; ibe Kaf Sooietir, 1S6S. 
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and then the mighty prey turns on its back in death, 
amidst the cheers of the successful whalers. No time is 
lost in towing it alongside the vessel, and the process of 
** flensing " or removing the blubber is at once proceeded 
with. The baleen having been removed, the lower jaw- 
bones, which are very rich in oil, are secured, and the 
remaining carcase, called by the whalers the krang, is set 
adrift, a prey to the beasts, birds, and fishes, which flock 
to an unwonted feast. 

The food of the Greenland Right- Whale seems to con- 
sist exclusively of certain small species of Mollusks and 
Crustaceans which inhabit what is known to the whalen 
as the "green water'' between the latitudes of 74" and 
80*", and which feed in their turn on the minute Diota^ 
macetB from which these seas derive their peculiar tint. 
Among the favourite prey of the Whale, Dr. Brown 
particularizes three species of Entomostraca, namely, 
Cetochilus arcticus, C. septrionales, and Arpaetes knoxH. 
There is no good evidence that these Whales ever feed on 
vertebrate animals. 

The female is said to go with young for niue or ten 
months, and to produce one young one, rarely two, early 
in spring, which she suckles for a whole year. Like all 
the other animals of this order she shows the warmest 
attachment to her offspring, and if it is harpooned she 
refuses to leave it, allowing herself to be killed almost 
without an effort to escape. Consequently, the whaler 
always strikes a '^ sucker" when he has the chance, 
making sure of afterwards securing the mother without 
difficulty. 

The head of the Greenland Whale is extremely large, 
occupying one- third of the animaPs entire length, and is 
narrow above, but very broad, flat, and rounded beneath. 
The eyes are remarkably small, and are placed near the 
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angles of the mouth; the upper lip dips down in front to 
meet the lower, which is enlarged at the sides to a depth 
of five or six feet, so as to cover the baleen when the 
mouth ia closed. The blow-holes are in the form of two 
curved lines with their convexity towards one another, and 
the external openings of the ear are hardly perceptible. 
The bodyis bulky in front, largest about the middle, and 
tapers rather suddenly towards the tail ; its front part 
is almost cylindrical, but the posterior portion ia com- 
pressed, with a sharp angle or ridge above. The flippers 
arc oval and somewhat short, the tail ia of great breadth, 
aeniilunate, and deeply divided in the middle. The 
general colour of the adult Is almost black, of the young 
bluish-grey, the lower jaw and throat are cream-colour or 
white, and there are sometimes irregular white markings 
on other parts of the body. 

The longer blades of baleen usually attain a length of 
about twelve feet in the adult animal, but are sometimes 
considerably longer ; their general colour is blackish-grey, 
occasionally varied with stripes of a paler tint. 

The form of the skull, as seen from above, is shown 
in the vignette. The number of vertebrse is fifty-four, 
and there are thirteen pairs of ribs. 

The length of the Greenland Right- Whale has doubt- 
less oft*^n been exaggerated, but its bulk, so much greater 
than that of the Rorquals, probably entitles it to its old 
reputation of being "biggest of all live creatures." The 
females have been said to be larger than the males, but 
this view is not borne out by facts collected by Prof. 
Flower, who considers that fifty feet may be taken as the 
average length in both sexes. The following are some of 
the measurements of a very large female killed in Davis 
Strait, as given by Dr. R. Brown on the authority of 

. Dr. R. Goodsir:— 

■ 3d 
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tions in 1861, under the title ** Om Nordhvalen," in the 
Transactions of the Royal Danish Society of Sciences, 
and we have already referred to the t^ymslation of their 
invaluable paper in the volume of ** Recent Memoirs on 
the Cetacea," edited by Prof. Flower. Since then the 
subject has been treated of by MM. Genrais and 
Van Beneden in their great work ** Osteographie da 
Cetac68y'^ and by M. Fischer in the " Annales des Sciences 
Naturelles'* for 1871. 

It has always been known that a flourishing Whale- 
fishery was carried on by the Basques in the Bay of 
Biscay and the English Channel, as far back as the eighth 
and tenth centuries. These hardy and intrepid fishermen 
are said to have invented the harpoon, and it is certain 
that it was from them that the early Dutch whalers 
learned the use of that weapon. But the Whales became 
scarcer and scarcer, and the pursuit was gradually diverted 
to the Arctic Sea. The very natural conclusion to which 
Cuvier came, and which has been shared by most suc- 
ceeding naturalists, was that the persecuted anim^U had 
retired from the temperate to the polar regions, whither 
they had been followed by their relentless assailants. 

But HH. Eschricht and Reinhardt have been able to 
prove that the Greenland Right- Whale has not changed 
its habits or resorts within the last hundred years, the 
official records of the Danish colonies in Greenland show- 
ing that it frequents the same stations, and appears and 
disappears at exactly the same seasons of the year as it did 
ninety years ago. These facts seemed to point to the 
conclusion that the Right- Whale, now nearly exter- 
minated in the temperate regions of the North Atlantic, 
was of a distinct species from the true B. mysticetus of the 
Arctic Circle, and as such it had always been regarded 
by the whalers. In old Icelandic manuscripts, mention 
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is made of the Nordbval, which appeared in winter, and 
of the Sletbag, seen only in summer. To the French the 
more southern species was known as the Sarde, and to the 
Dutch as the Nordkaper, under which latter name it was 
mentioned by several naturalists and travellers, ns Egede, 
Crantz, Anderson, and others, who concur in describing 
it as having a much smaller head than the Greenland 
species, while its baleen was much shorter; it yielded less 
oil, and its skin was invariably disfigured by parasitic 
Cirripedes, which are never found on B. myslicelun. This 
" Nordkaper " seems now to be unknown in the Iceland 
seas, and Scoresby expressly states that he never met with 
it in any of his voyages. It 8een)s probable that the 
"Black Whale" of the temperate shores of North 
America is identical with this species. It has been named 
B. cisarctica by Prof. Cope, but he regards it as closely 
allied to B. btscayensis — "if not the same." MM, Van 
Beneden and Crervais regard them a9 identical, but 
M. Fischer lliinks they are probably distinct. 

The notices and documents which establish the fact of 
the former abundance of the Atlantic Bight-Whale in the 
Bay of Biscay and the English Channel, will be found 
quoted at length in the memoirs to which we have referred 
above. In more modern times the occurrences of the 
animal have been very rare. The most recent, and much 
the most important, was that of a female, accompanied by 
a young one, which entered the harbour of St. Sebastian 
on the 17lh January 1854. The mother escaped, but 
the young one was secured, and it is on this example that 
our positive knowledge of the species principally rests. 
Dr. Monedero made a drawing of it, which is engraved in 
MM. Gervais and Van Beneden's work, and which we 
have copied as the only authentic representation of the 
species. The skeleton was also preserved, and was deposited 
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in the Museum at Pampeluna, where it remained till 185ii, 
when it was purchased by Eschridit for the CopenhageQ 
Museum. Its description has been delayed by the 
lamented death of that emineot naturalist, and ts now 
eagerly awaited from the pen of his friend and sutvlvor. 
Prof. Reinhardt. 

In the Atlantic Right-Whale, the head is much shorter 
in proportion to the body than in jB, mysticelus, not ex- 
ceeding one-fourth of the entire length of the animal; 
the baleen ia also much shorter. In these respects, as 
well as in the manner in which the angles of the gape are 
deflected below the eyes, it more nearly resembles the 
B. amtralis of the southern hemisphere. The colour 
appears to be always a uniform black, without any white 
markings. 

As we have not seen any detailed description of the 
skeleton, now at Copenhagen, we arc not able to poiDt 
out the osteological characters in which it differs from 
B. myslicelus. The vertebral column is described as being 
much more massive, and the number of the vertebne is 
stated to be diiferenl. The first rib is double-headed, and 
in consequence Dr. Gray has recently placed this specie* 
in his genus Hunterius, but it is now generally acknow- 
ledged that no reliance can be placed on this character in 
discriminating the species of Cetacea. Its extreme varia- 
bility has been pointed out by Reinhardt, Van Beneden, 
and others, who have shown that it occasionally appean u 
an individual peculitirity in several species, as in Batanop' 
tera mugculus and B. sibbaidii, and also more rarely in Orea 
gladiator and Delphinus delphis, while it appears to be 
constant in one species only, namely, Sal. lattcepa. Prof. 
Turner, in a paper in the fifth volume of the " Journal of 
Anatomy and Physiology," has shown good reasons for 
the belief that this character is owing to the onkjloBB of 
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a rudimentary cervical rib with the true first dorsal rib, 
similar to a malforniation occasionally met with in the 
human akeleton. 

Ill size, the Atlantic Right- Whale is inferior to the 
Greenland species, and its average length may probably 
be estimated at about forty to fifty feet. The following 
measurements of the St. Sebastian young specimen are 
given by M. Fischer (^n. Sc. Nat., XV.) in metres and 
feet :— 



Length from «aont 
Circnmfereiice . 
DifltnJia; from anon' 
Lengtli of lUpper 



As already stated, our illustration is a copy of Dr. 
Monedero's drawing of this young specimen, as engraved 
in MM. Van Beneden and Gervais'a " Osteographie des 
Cetacea." [Allas.pl. VII. Jg. I.) 
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Grsrs XzsArmA (Gnj, 1844). 

iB W ^«t Mi Witr fUM ; > b« aUM te^ 

^ ^-fari W * ■» ^ tUcnki; kMd tn>d od 
^mOj but, iiiMiii a( ^^akr rtil ar i^i- 

HUMP-BACKED WHALE. 

Mfgapta^ lam^mmmm (RudtJphi). 

jy«njCr Clsi^cfar. — Blfeck aborc, isrkd Ifaek and *U(e bcluv; lippai 
wteUf ahiEi; UIca biaek. Tertctn 53, rib 14 fun. Lcagtk d wUU 
aUmSOfccL 

Salaaa i««^ Ftfuora (wc /.mk.) Pum Oranl. (irM), H. 

{oKJisaa, Bcsoi'ni, Hem. Aee. BerL, 1829, 1SS. 
MtgapUra „ J. R-QuT, ZoaLBnbu wd TlBinr(lS44)^ L, 17. 

KypkdMlami boBpt, BbcbUCBT, Kurd. WallUucrc (1849), 14S. 
Ktporkak U Onoiluden. i'lukafo^ of Swvdv. 

The Hump-backs and RorquaU or Fiu-Wbales coo- 
atitute the fknily Bakenopterida, distinguished by the 
lungitudinal plaits or folds which mark the skin of their 
throats and bellies, and by the possesuon of a doisal fin. 
In this family the head is relatively smaller than in the 
Right-Whales, and the jaws are less aiched, the baleen 
is short and twisted, the vertebra! of the neck are usually 
separate, and the flipper has only four fingers. Tite 
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members of this group have been separated by recent 
writers into an immense number of subdivisions, but 
they appear to be referable to two well-marked genera, 
both of which are represented in our fauna. 

Of these the first, Megaptera, includes the Whales 
known to sailors as " Hump-backs " ; they have a some- 
what bulky body, a broad head, and a very low and 
obtuse dorsal fin. The flippers are of extraordinary size, 
equalling a fourth or even a third of the whole length 
of the animal, and the second and third digits have no 
less than eight joints in each. 

The Hump-backed Whale was not known to Linnceus, 
but appears to be the Balana hoops of Fabricius. Although 
well known to whalers as the "Bermuda Whale" and 
" Hump-back," and to the Greeiilanders as the Keporkak, 
it was not properly characterized until 1829, when 
Rudolphi figured and described it as Balana longimana, 
from an example cast ashore at the mouth of the Elbe. 
Since then much has been done in clearing up its history, 
thanks principally to the labours of Holbdll and of 
Eschricht. 

The "Keporkak" is found, according to these ob- 
servers, between the degrees of 62 and 66 north latitude 
in summer, but not one is to be seen off the Greenland 
coasts in winter. From March till May they are met 
with as far south as Bermuda, and the females are then 
accompanied by their young. Sometimes it wanders into 
the German Ocean, and even penetrates into the Baltic; 
Herr S. Hallas has seen it on the coast of Iceland, and 
Herr G, O. Sars among the Loffoden Isles, and Eschricht 
states that one was taken in Norway, near Stavanger, in 
April, 1846. 

On our own shores, it may sometimes have been con- 
' 'fused with the true Rorquals, but the occurrence of two 
3 P. 
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iadividuals is certainly known. Of these the first was casi 
ashore near Newcastle, 19tli September, 1829, and was 
figured and described by Dr. G, Johnston in the first volume 
of the " Transactions of tlie Newcastle Natural History 
Society." It was a female of about twenty-six feet in 
length, and the contents of its stomach were not a little 
remarkable, consisting of six Cormorants, while a seventh, 
on which the Whale was supposed to have choked, vru 
found in its throat ; a few weeks before a Whale of fifty- 
eight feet came ashore at Holy Islaud, but the species 
was not ascertained. The second specimen, also a female, 
was taken in the estuary of the Dee in 1863, and iu 
skeleton is now in the Free Museum of Liverpool. It 
measured thirty-one feet four inches, and its stomach 
contained shrimps. Some account of it was given by 
Mr. T. Moore in the " Naturalist's Scrap-book " for that 
year. In this specimen the second and third cervical 
vertebral are ankylosed, which does not appear to be 
usually the case in this genus. 

The Hump-backed Whate is neither shy nor fierce, 
and is easily killed. The Greenlanders attack it withoui 
harpoons, stealing alongside in tbeir Kajaku and stabbing 
it with lances, but it is seldom persecuted by Europeaa 
whalers, both its blubber and whalebone being of very 
inferior quality. It feeds on various fish and molluak*, 
among which Mallotus arcticus, Ammodylet tobiamis and 
Limadna arctica form its chief prey in the Greenland 
seas, to which Holbull adds Gadtts agilia and various 
Crustaceans. Prof. Lilljeborg makes tlie following 
remarks on the habits of this species: — "It often, 
during calm weather, rests quietly on the surface 
of the water, sometimes lying on one side, heating 
itself with its pectoral fins, as if trying to rub away 
something that annoyed it; sometimes it jumps quite 
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out of the water, turns round in the air, and falls on its 
back, beating itself with the pectorals. It appears at 
limes quite fearless, and swims round about the boats 
quite near to them, as if they were its comrades. The 
young follow the mother until she brings forth another, 
which is said not to take place every year, as very large 
young ones are sometimes seen with the mothers." 

The head is larger in proportion than that of the Rorquala, 
and the upper jaw is smaller than the lower. The body is 
robust, near the tail it is much compressed. The blow- 
holes are two narrow slits, the eyes are placed close to 
the angles of the mouth, and the lips are marked by a 
row of tubercles of various sizes. The flippers are 
very long and are marked along their edges by promi- 
nences and depressions nearly corresponding with the 
joints of the concealed fingers. The dorsal fin is very 
low, often hardly more than a lump ; the lail is broad 
and deeply notched. The throat and belly are marked 
by deep longitudinal plaits or grooves, but these are leas 
numerous than in the true Bal<enoplerte. 

The upper parts are hlack, the lower are varied with 
black and white in streaks and patches ; the pectorals are 
wholly white. The baleen is black with brownish bristles, 
and consists of about four hundred short blades on each 
side of the mouth. The number of vcrtehrie is fifty-three, 
and there are fourteen pairs of ribs. 

According to Eschrieht and HolhoU, the " Xeporkak " 
reaches a length of fifty or even sixty feet. Prof. Flower 
considers the usual length of the adult to range from 
forty-five to fifty feet. 

The following are the dimensions of the Dee specimen 
s given by Mr. Moore : — 

Ft. IB. 
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Ft. la. 

Prom mont to flippti II 

Lsogth of flipper 10 

From moat to bump 18 

Bitreme width of Uil II 

Our illustration is from the original figure given hj 
Rudolphi, in the Memoirs of the Berlin Academy for 
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Genus Bal^nopteba {Lacepede, 1804). 

Ofatrif CharaettT. — Sliin of flin»t and bellj pluted ; a well-defined n 
presaed dorm) fin; flippecs short, their edges even; head and bod; bIi^dc 
Carvieal Tertobne nsiuUy free, Bcapaki with a diiidnct acromion and corsr 
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Balanoplera musculus (LinnsGus). 

Spee^t Ckaraeter. — BWk above, shsded to a brilliant white below; dip- 
pan bladi; baleen alBteMnloar, streaked with paler ahndes, Cpper jaw 
pointed; dorsal-Gn high, distinct. VertcbrtH 61 or 02; riba 15 psin, the 
Gist nsooll; single-headed ; atemam trilobate, not longer than brood. Length 
of adnlt 60 h> 70 feet, or a little more, 

Snlizna niueulvM, LtmMce, 879! Nat. (I7Sfl), I., 100. 

,, onttjuonim, Pihobbb, sj«t. {1828), 626. 
Phynlui „ J. B, Okii, F.Z.S. (1817), SO, 

Keporhinak of Oreenlandera. SB'lttal of Swedea. RoaiT-iark and Fln- 
badc of English wbolera. 

The aecond genus of Bal^enopteridrB contains the true 
Rorquals or Fiii-whales, separated from the Hump-back 
by their more slender form, smaller head, and more dis- 
tinct and compressed dorsal-fin, as well as by the com- 
parative shortness of their flippers, of which the middle 
digits have not more than six joints. 
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The name Rorqual ia derived from tlie Norse Borqvel, 
Swedisli Rdrhval, and meaoa a wbale with plaits or fotdi, 
alluding to the longitudinal ventral furrows so charac- 
teristic of this family. Several distinct species inhabit 
the more temperate northern seas, but have been much 
confounded with one another, ovring to their great general 
resemblance, and to the individual variations found in 
animals of the same species. So much was this the caie 
that in our first edition only one species was included, 
but with the remark that further observations were 
required to clear up the discrepancies found in the 
accounts of various writers. Since that time very much 
has been done, and at least four distinct species are now 
known to visit the European coasts, of which the present 
species appears to be the most abundant. 

The Razor-back, or Common Rorqual, is a native of the 
more temperate northern seas ; although it is said to hare 
been observed as far north as lat. 80°, its distribution is 
certainly much more southern than that of the Greenland 
Right- Whale. To the south of 70° north latitude it is 
much more frequently met with, and it is the only 
Baltenoid Whale which is known to enter the Mediterra- 
nean, a fact which at once identifies it with the Mytticetot 
of Aristotle and the Muscithis of Pliny.* Although well 
known to the natives of Greenland and Iceland, it appears 
there irregularly and at all seasons. From time to time 
specimens are stninded or washed ashore on the coasts of 
Europe, and MM. Gervais and Van Beneden have given a 
long lisl of such occurrences. A female taken on the Ame- 
rican coast is described by Dr. Dwight in the " Memoirs of 
the Boston Society of Natural History" for 1872. 

* Since the abovo «u writtiD we ha<re teeo, in (he Ifanulla Mmnui. a 
BkuU of II. ToHraUt, which is labelied u bkTiog been obtaioed on Uie narti 
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On our ovpn coasts a Finner of forty-six feet in length, 
and probably of this species, was taken in the Firth of 
Forth in November, 1690, and described by Sir Robert 
Sibbald as " Bnltena Iripennis qute rogtrum acuium kabet." 
Since that date many large Rorquals have occurred on all 
parts of our coasts, from Shetland to Coruwall, and from 
Western Ireland to Norfolk. Some of these may have 
belonged to the species next to be described, but latterly 
almost every specimen has been examined by competent 
observers, and in many cases a part at least of the skeleton 
has been preserved. Without attempting to give a full 
list of captures, we will note some of those in which the 
exact species has been best determined. 

In Scotland the Common Rorqual seems to occur 
not unfrequently in the Orkney and Shetland Isles; three 
Bpei'imens taken in 1856 were fully described by Mr, 
Heddle in the Proceedings of the Zoological Society ; these 
were made the types of a distinct species named Physalus 
duguidii by Dr. Gray, but their identity with B. muaculus 
is now generally recognized. On the mainland of 
Scotland several examples have been recorded — of these 
one taken in the Firth of Forth in October, 1808, was 
described by the late Dr. Neil. In England more than 
a dozen examples have been recorded as having occurred 
within the last fifty years. The skeleton of one taken 
near The Needles in April, 184a, is exhibited at Black 
Gang Chine in the Isle of Wight, and that of one found 
floating dead in Plymouth Sound in 1831, is in the 
British Museum. The bones of a Razor-back taken at 
Margate in 1850, are preserved in the Museums of the 
Royal College of Surgeons and of the University of Cam- 
bridge — the former collection also contains a specimen 
obtained ot Yarmouth in 1857, and the latter a male 
Stranded in Pevensey Bay in 1865. Two other complete 
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SIBBALD'S RORQUAL. 
Jiaht-noptera sibbaUii {J. E. Gray). 

Sprcifit (Marncftr.— Black dbove, ahsding into >lale-grBj beloir, dor «r 
twB Tuied vith Thitiah spote &ad marking! ; Sijipon bUck abnie, 'rtitiik 
below; baleen unifOnn deep lilack. Head broad; flippers long asd bnaJ; 
doml-fin dUtbeti, bnl tbi? low. Vertebno 64 ; ribs IS ]/«it% the tiU muUj 
UDgle-beaded. Length of adalt SO to SO (bet or more. 

Pligtalut libbatdii, J. K. Qbat, FXS.. 1817, 02, 

fioJiETui Wrafii, (In pare) Pisobir, Byo. G34 {ItSfl 

SibbtUiUiu boreaHi, Ukat, F.Z.S., ISdi, 333. 

Phgialiu latiroitrit, FlowiH. P. Z. S., 1864, 410. 

t " BtUanatripiimii qwe Butxillata 

luftrionm rotimdani," Ac. Sibbald, Kot. Pbakcn., 33 <1SM). 
Steypiregtkr of loetanden. 

Sibdald's Rorqual, probably the largest of its family, 
has long been distinguished as a separate species by tlw 
Icelanders under the name of Steypireytkr, but wu fint 
zoologically characterized by Dr. Gray, who in 1847 
nanieil it sibbddu in honour of the distinguished Scotch 
cetologist of the seventeenth century. Since then verj 
considerable additions have been made to our knowledge 
of its history and structure, chiefly by [the labours of 
Professors Reiithardt, Flower, and Turner. 
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A large Fin-wha1e, seventy-eight feet long, which was 
stranded near Abercorn in 1693 and described by Sir 
Robert Sibbald, was probably of this species, as Prof. 
Turner suggests, but the description is not sufficiently 
detailed to set the question at rest. Coming down to 
the present century, we have to consider the huge 
Rorqual which was found floating dead in the North Sea 
in 1827 and taken to Ostend ; its skeleton was preserved 
and was exhibited in this country, whence it was shipped 
to America, and it is said to be now at St. Petersburg (Gray, 
Zoologist 1873, p. 3364). This " Ostend Whale " created 
much popular excitement at the time, and was described 
by several writers, as Dubar, Van Breda, Dewburst, 
and others. Unfortunately several of its vertebras had 
been lost, and the published descriptions of it are not 
trustworthy; thus, its length has been variously stated at 
eighty-four, ninety-five, and a hundred and five feet j 
consequently. Its specific identity is dilScult to deter- 
mine. Eschricht named it Baltenoptera gigas, and Dr. 
Gray Sibbaldius borealis, while MM. Van Beneden and 
Gervais refer it to Jial. musciilus. Prof. Turner, in bis 
paper on Sibbald's Rorqual in vol. XXVJ. of tlie 
" Transactions of the Royal Society of Edinburgh," 
expresses the belief that the " Ostend Whale " was a 
large example of this species, an opinion in which Prof. 
Flower fully agrees. Four years later, in October 1831, 
a Fin-whale of about eighty feet in length was found 
dead near North Berwick, and its skeleton, prepared by 
the late Dr. Knox, is now in the Museum of Science and 
Art in Edinburgh. This has always been quoted as an 
example of B. musculux, but Prof. Turner has clearly 
shown that it, too, belongs to the present species. 

In 1847, Dr. Gray described the skeleton of a young 
Rorqual taken in the Humber and preserved in tho 
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FL In. 

Entire length, along cottb of lack . 78 S 

Girth behind flippen, ftboat . .46 

Breadth of tail, kbont 18 

Length of flipper along aolerior mai^ ... 13 S 

ffirtli of Ciller at hue ft 8 

The weight of the carcase was estimated at about 
seTenty-fouT tons, and it yielded sixteen tons of oil, the 
blubber being thicker than that of the Common Rorqual. 

Our figure is a copy of the plate illustrating Prof. 
Turner's account of this specimen. As that gentleman 
has remarked to us, some allowance must be made for the 
fact that the animal was gravid, and consequently appears 
more bulky than would otherwise be the case. 
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OETA CEA . Bj L^NOPTERID^. 

(MrSTACOCETl.) 



RUDOl. PHI'S RORaUAL. 
Balanoptera laliceps (J. E. Gray), 

Specie ChariKter. — Black aboie, vhite below ; apper snrfue of flippar 
black. Baleea black ) Kostratn oE skull rei? broul; Tertebne abant SS; 
riba 16 pairs, tbe fiiBt iiBaall; (or always 'Iduli'e-heBded. Length of adult 
30 to 10 feet. 

Baiava roitrala, Rddouhi {ntc Knn.) Bflrlin Abhandl., 27 (1820). 

Balanoptera laticept, J. B. Gkai, £oal. Enbua k Terror, I., SO (iSU). 

SMaldiui lalwepi, „ F. Z. S., 1S64, 223. 

t Balanopttra buSpi, Tirrell, F. Z. 8., 1810, II. 

? „ Imairolru, Bwimna, Hag. Hat. Hilt. 1840, iv, 312. 

RuDOLPHi's Rorqual is a small species, not much 
larger than the Lesser Rorqual, with which it was for- 
merly confounded. Very little is yet known of its history 
and geographical distribution. 

In 1820 Rudotphi described a specimen taken in 
Holstein under ihe name of Baltejia roairata; its skeleton 
is still preserved in the Berlin Museum. This was the 
" Rorqual du Nord" of Cuvier (Oss. Fuss., r.,p. 564), 
to which Fischer gave the name of lialima borealis, in- 
cluding the Ostend Whale in his description. But the 
distinction of Rudolphi's specimen was first clearly 
pointed out by Dr. Gray, in the " Zoology of the 
Erebus and Terror " in I8't6, and other skeletons have 
unce been found to belong to the same species, 
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Of these the oldest in point of date would seem to be 
that of a Fin-whale taken in the Zuider Zee in August 
1811, and preserved in the Leyden Museum. The length 
is stated to have been thirty-two feet; the skeleton, as 
described by Prof. Flower in the " Proceedings of the 
Zoological Society *' for 1864, is that of a young animal, 
and has fifty-five vertebrae, but the last consists of two or 
three bodies ankylosed ; there are thirteen pairs of ribs, but 
the last pair seem to be wanting; the first have double 
heads. The next specimen in point of time is Rudolphi*s, 
taken on the coast of Holstein in 1819 ; it was over thirty- 
one feet in length, the flippers were three feet six inches 
long and eight in. broad ; the skeleton shows, according to 
Van Beneden, that the animal was not adult. A third 
skeleton, obtained by Eschricht from the North Cape, is 
stated by Prof. Flower to be in the Brussels Museum ; it is 
about the same size as the one at Leyden, and is evidently 
that of a young animal. Some of the vertebrae are want- 
ing, but the original number would appear to have been 
fifty -eight; there are thirteen ribs on the right side and 
fourteen on the left, the extra one being much thinner 
than the rest ; the first pair have double heads. Accord- 
ing to Prof. Lilljeborg, a fourth skeleton, that of a 
Whale taken on the coast of Norway in 1863, is pre- 
served in the Museum at Bergen ; the baleen of this 
example is stated to be black, and the species is said to be 
not unfrequent on the Norwegian coast. 

In February 1840, a Whale was stranded at Char- 
mouth, Dorsetshire, and was described by the late Mr. 
Yarrell, in the " Proceedings of the Zoological Society" 
for that year, under the name of Bahenoptera boaps, and 
by Mr. Sweeting in the " Magazine of Natural History" 
as B, tenuirostris. Unfortunately the skeleton, which 
was preserved, has been lost sight of, and is believed to 
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have been sold for manure. This specimen was a female, 
forty-one feet long, black above and white below, tlie upper 
surface of the flippers black, and the baleen " bluish- 
black and yellowish-white." The number of the verte- 
brffi was sixty, of the ribs fourteen pair, the first being 
double-headed. The identity of this Charmouth Whale 
has given rise to much difference of opinion ; Mr. Sweet- 
ing, as we have seen, considered it a new species, 
Dr. Gray refers it, along with the Ostend whale, to 
Sibbaldius borealis, while MM, Van Beneden and Gervais 
regarded them both as B. mmculus. Prof. Flower, we 
believe, considers that it must be referred to this species, 
and it certainly seems to corae nearer to this than to any 
other described species. 

In the Museum of the University of Cambridge there 
is a skull of a Rorqual which was cast ashore on the 
Island of Islay in 1866, which MM, Van Beneden and 
Gervais refer to this species, but it has not yet been 
properly described or figured. In the Museum of the 
Royal College of Surgeons there are several bones un- 
doubtedly belonging to B. laliceps, but their history is 
quite unknown, and it is impossible to discover whether 
they are British or not. 

Rudolphi'a Rorqual has the upper jaw wide, and the 
dorsal-fin small. Its colour is black above, pure white 
beneath, the upper surface of the flippers being black 
without any white band. The baleen in the Bergen 
skeleton is black. 

In the skeleton the normal number of vertebrrc would 
appear to be fifty-eight, and of ribs fourteen pairs; the 
bifurcation of the heads of the first pair, found as an 
individual peculiarity in other Fin-Whales, lias been found 
in every specimen of this species which has yet been 
described. The rostrum of the akuU is yery broad, the 
L 
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outer edge being nearly as wide as the mandible. The 
bones generally are somewhat slender and dense in 
structure. 

The following are some of the measurements of Bii- 
dolphi'a specimen, and of the Charmouth example : — 

Bndolplii. TurdL 



Entire longtli 31 1 41 

From nose to flipper . ..90109 

Length of 3 U 5 8 

ilrendthof , 8 1 « 

Our illustration is a copy of the only figure of this 
species with which we are acquainted, drawn from Ru- 
dolplii's original specimen, and published in Brandt and 
Ratzeburg's " Medizinische Zoologie" (Vol. I., pi. XV., 
fig. 3), under the name of BaUetM roslrata ; as the back 
is turned from the spectator the dorsal-fin is not shown. 
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LESSER RORQUAL. 

BaUenoplera rostrala (Fabricius). 

f^xdfie Character.— Shckaiore, white belov; flippers bEack, with a bmwl 
white band BcroM the middle ; baleen yelloviah-vhitc, tinged willi [link in 
the live animal. Verlebnc 48 ; Htw 11 paira; iternnin in form of a i^rosa. 
laager than broiul, Leagth of adult 25 to 30 feet, 

Baltma roilraca, FiiBKiciDS, Pantia Onenl. 1,1790), 4a 
Morqualui minor. (Khox) Naturalist's Library, xxri. 142. 
THaiiuiit of Greenlandera and Biikimo ; Ttc/iitagali of Alnakan Indiuu I 
Vaasfrkat of Norwegiani; Bcigrat or Seiral of Finns; LilUe PiiiiKr om! 
Pikt Wiait of whalere. 

The Lesser Rorqual was Jirst described by Fabricius 
iindeT the name of Bakena rostrata ; Martens, also, dis- 
tinguished it in his Spitzbergen voyage and speaks of il 
as the "Kleyne Walvisch" or Little Whale. John 
Hunter examined a specimen taken in the Thames, and 
gave a good figure, of which our illustration is a copy, in 
the " Philosophical Transactions " for 1789. The two 
Cuviers, however, having seen no specimens, regarded the 
Lesser Rorqual as the young of a larger species, but it is 
now well established as one of the best marked and most 
easily distinguished species of the family. 

This small Fin-Whale is an inhabitant of the North 
Atlantic and Arctic Oceans, and Eschricht believes it to 
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be identical with the Tsckikagulk of the Alaskan Indians, 
which visits Kamschatka and the Aleutian Islands. On 
the western shores of America it occurs at Labrador, and 
one taken in New York Bay is recorded by Dekay, It 
appears regularly in Davis Straits, and on the coasts of 
Iceland, Greenland, and Norway ; in the latter country it 
is killed every year in the ijorda near Bergen, where it is 
called the " Summer Whale " from its being seen only al 
that season ; and in Finland it is known as thfi Seigval or 
" Cod-Whale," Further to the south it only appears as an 
accidental straggler, specimens having been recorded to 
have occurred in the Baltic and on the coasts of Denmark. 
Holland, Belgium, and France,* 

In Britain the first specimen of the Lesser Rorqual of 
which we have authentic knowledge was a young one, 
seventeen feet long, which was taken on the Dogger Bank 
and described by John Hunter; its skeleton is now pre- 
served in the Museum of the Royal College of Surgeons, 
as is also that of one stranded at Cromer, in Norfolk, in 
1860. Another, a young female under fourteen feet in 
length, was taken in the Thames in October 1842, and is 
now in the British Museum. The skeleton of one takeu at 
Lynn is in the Museum of the University of Cambridge, 
and there is also a British skeleton in that of Oxford. A 
young one of ten feet long, taken in the Firth of Forth 
in 1834, was described by Dr. Knox, who clearly pointed 
out its specific distinction from his " Great Northern 
Rorqual ; " its skeleton is now in the Museum of 
Science and Art at Edinbuigh. Other examples are 
recorded as having occurred in Shetland, Fifeshire, Lan- 
cashire, Cornwall, and Ireland. In the Andersonian 
Museum at Glasgow there is a Whale's skull, found ib 






* It ftko appean lo ham been taken in Ibe UedilcmuKan. {Set f 
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brick-clay near Stirling, whicli is probably to be referred 
to this species. 

Little has been observed of the habits of the Lesser 
Rorqual, wliich are probably similar to those of its huge 
relatives. It is usually seen alone, and more than two or 
three rarely go together. It is observed in Norway that 
many more females are killed than males, the reason 
probably being that the former seek the shelter of the 
coast to bring forth their young. According to Escliricht, 
the period of gestation is ten months, and the new-born 
young ia about nine feet in length; instances of two 
young ones being found are on record. 

In the Norwegian Qords the " Waagehval " is watched 
into narrow bays or creeks, the entrances of which are 
then secured and the poor animals die a lingering death 
under the darts and harpoons of the fishermen. 

In form this species resembles the other Rorquals. 
The baleen is short and of a uniform yellowish-white. 
The upper parts are dark lead-colour or black, the chin 
and belly pure white. I'he flippers are black, with a 
broad white band across the middle. This appears to be 
constant, and to afford a good specific character. 

Ia the skeleton the number of vertebra; is forty-eight, 
and there are only eleven pairs of ribs. The cervical 
vertebrffi are usually all separate, but two or three of 
them are sometimes partially united. The sternum is in 
the form of a Latin cross, and is longer than broad. 

The usual length of the adult appears to be from twenty- 
five to thirty feet, and none have ever been recorded which 
have exceeded thirty-one feet. In freshly killed specimens 
the baleen is often strongly tinged with pink ; this is owing, 
according to Prof. Turner, to the presence of blood in the 
lubes which extend throughout the substance of the blades. 

The following are some of the measurements of the 
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young female, taken in the Thames in October 1M2, i 
recorded in the " Zoologist " for 1843, p. 33 : — 



Entiro length 
Length of upper jaw 

Breadth of tail . 



10 



Our figure ia from H miter's original plate in tlif 
"Philosophical Transactions " for 1789. 

A very complete account of the anatomy of the L«SBer 
Rorqual is given by Drs, Carte and Macalister in the 
" Philosophical Transactions" for 1868. 
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GET A CEA . PH YSBTBRIDJE. 

(ODONTOCETJ.) 



Genua Physeter (Linn., I7GG). 

Geserie Character. — Heoil enonnoiul; large, truncated ; no distinct doraal- 
An. Kdges of msxillarj boaes slevalcd, enflloeitig a bollow liasin in froDt of 
the akaLI. l»wer javrn nnited by u symphyaia of nearly b&tF tbeir whole 
length. Teeth of upfier jsw railimeatotj or nbseat, those of lower jaw 
nnmerouB, birge, and coniol. 

SPERM-WHALE OR CA.CHELOT. 

Physeter macrocephatits (Linnasus). 



Phjfitler mameepkalui, tmuMVB, Sjat. Nat, I., 107 (173S)- 

OaladoH ,, LlcfpenE, Hilt Nat. <leitCit.,t. I0(1S04). 

„ aiutralif, WALi,,"NewSpermWha1e"(Sjdney,18nl). 

I Bt^tnamacrocepliala Iripinnii, Sibbalk, Phal. Nov., t, 2. 
t Fielder tnrtio, Lii>ii.sitii, Sytt. Nat., I., 107. 

The history of the Spenn-Whale or Cachelot has been 
involved in much confusion, and several distinct species 
have been discriminated by various writers. Of these the 
most remarkable is the so-called " High-finned Cachelot," 
of which two examples are said to have occurred on the 
Scotch coast in the years 1687 and 1689, which were 
described by Sir Robert Sibbald under the name of 
Balana macrocephala tripinna. These animals are stated 
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to have had a high dorsal fin " like the mizzen-niast of a 
ship," but they were not examined by Sibbald himself. 
Although such a Whale has been since recorded as being 
seal by various observers, not a single specimen has ever 
fallen into the hands of any naturalist, and as Dr. Gray 
observes, " there is not a bone, nor even a fragment of a 
bone, nor any part that can be proved to have belonged 
to a specimen of this gigantic animal, to be seen in any 
museum in Europe." In spite, therefore, of Sibbald's 
well-earned character for accuracy, it is evident that 
Phygeter tursio must be dismissed — at least provisionally 
—as an ill-established species. The Cachelot of the 
southern hemisphere was separated, in 1851, under the 
name of Catadon auslralis, Wall, but its distinction from 
the northern Sperm-Wbale is very doubtful. Prof. 
Flower, in an exhaustive memoir "On the Osteology 
of the Cachelot," published in the sixth volume of the 
" Transactions of the Zoological Society," has carefully 
compared skeletons from Tasmania and Britain, and ^i 
to find any characters of specific value by which to dis- 
tinguish them, though he does not deny that the animals 
may yet prove distinct in their outward organization. 
Meantime it is evident that we must revert to the views 
of Cuvier, and admit only one species of this genus is 
being yet clearly established. The genus Kogia of Gray, 
inhabiting the southern seas, is a very distinct form, bot 
at present is only imperfectly known. 

Instead of inhabiting the Arctic and AnlArcttc aeas, 
as was formerly stated, the Sperm-Whale is a nadve of 
the tropical and warmer temperate latitudes, from which 
it occasionally wanders, both northwards and southwards. 
The principal fisheries are carried on in the southern 
hemisphere. Stray examples have often wandered to the 
European shores, and these, as pointed out to us bjr Ptof. 
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Flower, have almost invariably been old bulls, which had 
probably been driven from the herds or shoals, like the 
" rogue Elephants " of India, and forced to live a solitary 
and wandering life. Occasionally, however, a whole 
herd has strayed as far as Europe ; a " school " which 
entered the Adriatic in 1853 is recorded by Heckel, and 
in the last century no less than thirty-one were stranded 
on the coast of Bretagne, 

In Britain a considerable number of occurrences have 
been recorded from the time of Gesner up to the present 
day, both on the English and on the Scotch and Irish 
coasts, of which we shall only note those in which the 
animal was best observed. One ran ashore in the Firth 
of Forth in 1769, and an excellent figure and description 
was published by Mr. Robertson of Edinburgh in the 
" Philosophical Transactions." In 1788 no less than six 
were found dead on the Kentish coast, and others on the 
shores of Holland, after a northerly galej these were all 
decayed, but a live one ran ashore at the same time in 
the River Thames {Letter to Sir J. Banks, quoted by 
Dr. Gray). A large male was stranded at Holderneas, 
Yorkshire, in 1825, and its skeleton is preserved in 
the park at Burton- Constable, tlie seat of Sir Clifford 
Constable, Bart, ; this specimen was described by Dr. 
Alderston in the second volume of the " Cambridge 
Philosophical Transactions," and the skeleton has since 
been examined by Prof. Flower. Another old bull, six^- 
two feet in length, was cast up on the Kentish coast in 
February 1829, and its skeleton was prepared for the 
Zoological Society's Museum, but litigation arose as to 
the ownership of this mighty " flotsam and jetsam," and 
the bones were left on the shore till they were all washed 
away by the waves. In May of the same year one was 
captured in Argyleshire near Oban, and its jaws are still 
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preserved at Dunstaffuage Castle, as recorded by Prof, 
Turner. The much decomposed carcase of a large male 
was washed ashore in Caithnesshire, near Thurso, in 
Jidy 1SIj3, and its skeleton, which was preseuted by 
Capt. Macdonald to the British Museum, is described 
by Prof. Flower in his memoir. Lastly, a large example 
was stranded in Loch Scavaig, Isle of Skye, in July 
1871, and a portion of its skeleton was secured by Prof. 
Turner, as recorded by him in the Proceedings of the 
Royal Society of Edinburgh. , 

The Sperm-Whale is well known as yielding the pecu- 
liar and useful substance from which it takes its common 
name. The general form of its skull, which is larger in 
proportion to the body than that of any known animal, 
has been aptly compared by Mr. Flower to "a huge 
pointed slipper, with a high heel-piece and the front part 
trodden down." The concavity of this "slipper" is 
fonned by the raised edges of the maxillary bones, and in 
it lietj the "spermaceti," contained in a thick bag divided 
into compartments by memhranoua partitions. Thi« 
Bpermaceti, or "head-matter" as it is called by the 
whalers, is in a fluid state when the animal is alive, and 
when a Whale is killed an opening is made in the upper 
part of its head and the liquor is baled out in buckets, 
but it solidifies on cooling. Another substance of some 
value is produced by this animal, called, from its colour 
and smell, ambergris. It is found in the intestines, or 
more frequently is collected on the shores of those seat 
which are frequented by the Cachelot. There is now no 
doubt that ambergris is a kind of bezoar, formed from 
the cuttlefish, which form the principal food of this species, 
the nucleus of the mass being usually the beak of one 
of these Cepholopods. It was formerly used in medicine, 
but is now wholly ueglected, as being useless and ue&rly 
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inert, but is still largely used as a perfume and commands 
a high price. 

Interesting accounts of the habits and cha»e of thi^i 
animal are to be fouad in Beale's " History of the Sperm- 
Whale" and Bennett's "Whaling Voyage." It is a 
gregarious creature, the sexes usually keeping apart in 
distinct "schools," which roam through the high seas and 
aie rarely found near land. Its food seems to consist 
principally of cephalopode moUusks, though it also 
devours fish. When undistiu"bed it usually swims slowly, 
just below the surface, but when it moves ata more rapid 
rate the head is shown above the water at every stroke. 
When it " blows " the cloud of vapour is said to be visible 
at a distance of four or five miles. Its pursuit is even 
more dangerous than that of the Right-Wbale ; not only 
are boats often destroyed, but there is at least one authentic 
instance of an infuriated Sperm- Whale charging a large 
vessel and staving in her bows with its head. In fact, as 
Lowe quaintly says, "ail the kind seem to be very mis- 
chievous." 

The head of the Sperm-Whale is of moat enormous 
size, forming about half the entire bulk of the animal, 
the principal amount of this mass consisting of cavities 
divided by membranous septa and filled with fluid sperm- 
aceti, lying in the anterior cavity of the skull. The snout 
is abruptly truncated; above it, and a little to the left, 
the single blow-hole is situated on a protuberance. The 
upper jaw, which overhangs the lower by some four or 
five feet, is usually without visible teeth in the adult. 
The lower jaw is extremely narrow, the symphysis 
between ita branches continuing for the greater part of 
its length, and is furnished with twenty to twenty-five 
large conical teeth on each side. The body tapers from the 
head to the tail. The back has no distinct dorsal-fin, but 
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there is a protuberance not far from the tail, and some- 
times one or two smaller ones. The flippers are amall 
and slightly grooved lon^tudinally ; the tail is very broad 
and divided into two equal lobes. The upper parts an 
very dark, almost black, the sides lighter, and the beDy 
silvery grey. 

The usual length of the adult males appears to be about 
sixty feet, the largest authentic measurement given by 
Bennett being seventy-six feet in length by thirty-dgll 
in girth. Females are stated by Beale to be very much 
smaller than the males, and Prof Flower remarks that 
very small but apparently adult jaws are preserved in 
museums, which are either those of females or indicate s 
distinct and smaller species. 

The skeleton has forty-nine or fifty vertebrae and ten 
pairs of ribs. The best description of the osteology of the 
Sperm-Whale is contained in the paper by Mr, Flower to 
which we have so often referred. 
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Genus Hypeboodon (Lac^pede, ISOt). 

Oenerie CkaittcUr. — Front rounited, convex ; n dininct beak ; rooath ranaU. 
FIi]ipera email, donal fia low aiA yeij for back. Skull with two great boujr 
crijiiU DD the raaiil1arie«, nearly or quite bb high aa the oocipitsl portioD. So 
teeth in the upper jnv, thoM io the mandible two or three in nnmber, anuJl 
and concealed bj the goja. Conical vertcbne nnited. 

COMMON BEAKED-WHALE. 

Hyperoodon rostratus (Chemnitz). 

Speei^c CSaiBrtei'.— Nearlj black, paler on belly. Teeth a. Skoll whli 
the mniilLir; creeta narrow, widely Eeparated, and not b^er than the 
occipital portion. 

Balana rottititn, Cueuniti, Berlin Besch., It., 183 (1778). 

Hyperoodon butdeopf, Licfivfepji. Hist. Nat, dc* Cit., 310 (180*). 
Ddphinia bidau, Toaroir, Brit. Faona (1307). 

Helenodon hi/peroodoji, Lesson, Mnn., 419 (1827)- 

The remarkable group of Cetaceans known as Ziphioid 
Whales hold in many respects an intermediate position 
between the Cacbelots (along with which they form the 
family Phygeleridw), and the Dolphins and Porpoises. 
Few species of this family are now known to exist, and 
with one exception they all appear to be very rare animals, 
but tliey were abundant in the later geological epochs, 
and especially at the period of the Crag formations. 
These facts, in the words of Prof. Flower's recent memoir 




am At rromp m tke Tramamedam^ of the Zocdogical 
Sdgchj. ** iad to At befief tkat At ezisdi^ Ziphioids 
sre At sHrriixxi of aa ■icif f findlT wliidi once played 
M fa man isportaBt port tha nam smoDg tbe CeUoean 
inbafaaaBts of Ae •eeiBiy ki vhidi hasm been graduall j 
repiaeed br oCbti fisiBi^ and are tbeasMeiTes probably 
iVati tt wl eie kxi^ to Jbarc tbe &te of tbeir once nmneioos 
allies or progenitois.'' Tber are at <mce distingmshed 
from otber tootbed Wbales, bj manj important structural 
diflerences botb ertemal and intexnaL In tbe upper jaw 
tbere are no fionctional teetb, wbicb are only occasionally 
rcprc j cnted by mdimenta^ irtiicb never cut tbe gums, 
wbile tbooe of tbe lower jaw are reduced to either one or 
two pairs, wbich are often greatly dereloped but sometimes 
remain almost rudimentary. Tbe snout is produced into 
a more or less distinctly marked ** beak,'* the flippers are 
short and rounded and the dorsal -fin placed very far 
back* The blow-hole is crescentic, and two diverging 
furrows in the skin of the throat assume the form of the 
letter V with its angle directed forward. The family has 
been separated into an enormous number of genera, only 
four of which are recognized in Prof. Flower's paper. 
Of these the first and best marked is Hyperoodcn, charac- 
terized by great bony crests which rise from the upper 
surface of the maxillary bones of the skull, by the rudi- 
mentary condition of the only pair of teeth which it 
possesses, and by the small hard homy tubercles which 
cover its palate. 

The Common Beaked-Whale or " Bottle-head," as it is 
usually called, is by far the best known species of the 
family. It is a native of the North Atlantic Ocean, and 
goes as far north as Greenland in summer. In autumn 
it constantly comes into British waters, and specimens are 
killed almost every year on some part of our coast. One 
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was taken in 1783 in the Thames above London Bridge, 
find our illustration is a copy of the figure of tbia indi- 
vidual published by John Hunter in the Philosophical 
Transactions for 1787 ; its skeleton is still in the Museum 
of the Royal College of Surgeons. Skeletons of Bnlish 
killed specimens are also to be found in most of the 
larger provincial Museums, both in England and in 
Scotland and Ireland. 

The Beaked-Whale, like its immediate allies, appears 
to be solitary in its habits, never being found in large 
herds, but either singly or in pairs. Those taken on our 
coasts are usually females or young ones ; the old bulls, 
being very shy, are rarely secured. The food of this 
species is principally cuttle-fish, immense numbers of the 
horny beaks of these mollusks are usually found in its 
stomach, often closely packed one inside the other. 

The female has usually a single calf, which is bom late 
in autumn. 

The front is obtusely rounded, being supported by the 
great maxillary bones of the skull, the snout or beak is 
depressed and pointed, the biow-holc crescentic, concave 
in front. The flippers are small and rounded, and the 
small dorsal-fin is placed very far back. The general 
colour is a uniform deep black, the lower parts being 
somewhat lighter. 

The two teeth in the lower jaw are small, conical, and 
permanently concealed by the gum ; during fcotal life 
thej- are more numerous, but all save this pair are absorbed 
before birth. The extraordinary appearance of the skull, 
caused by the great maxillary crests, is shown in the 
vignette to this article. 

The adult Beaked-Whale attains a length of iirom 
twenty to twenty-six feet. The following are some 
of the measurements of a large female taken at 
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Weston-super-Mare, as supplied to Dr. Gray by Mr. 
Crotch : — 





Ft. 


In 


Entire length . . . . 


. 26. 





Girth at donal-fin 


. 11 





Length of flipper . . . . 


2 





Height of dorsal-fin 


1 


5 


Breadth of tail . . . . 


7 






A detailed description of the anatomy of this species, 
accompanied by excellent plates, is given by 'Prof. Vrolik 
in the ** Natuur-kundige Yerbandelingen " of Haarlem, 
for 1848. 
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BROAD-FRONTED BEAKED-WHALE. 



Hyperoodon lalifrons (J, E, Gray). 

Specific Ckaracltr. — {EiterDsi chsrmotera uuknovD.) Bknlt with the ami* 
of the ni&iilliui«a flat-topped hdcI very thick, ajmost tonohmg one knotbir, 
higher than the occipital re^on of the Ekull. 

Hyperoodon UUtfrmu, J. E, iinAt, Zool, Erebog k Terror. I., 27 (18«). 
Lagtnoceiu* „ „ Pioc. Zoo). Soo., 1803. 



In 1846 Dr. Gray figured and described, in the 
" Zoology of H.M.S. Erebus and Terror," theskuU of a 
Hyperoodon from Orkney, which appeared to him to be 
different from the common species, and bestowed on it 
the name of U. latifrons. Subsequently he considered it 
worthy even of generic distinction, and instituted the 
genus Lagenocetus for its reception. The skull originally 
described, which was formerly in Mr. Warwick's collec- 
tion, is now in the British Museum. 

Prof. Eschricht, M. Gervais, and other cetologists, 
have doubted the distinctness of H. lati/rom from the 
more common H. rosirata, believing that it is the adult 
male of that species, an opinion which is apparently 
supported by the fact that almost all the examples of 
H. rosirata which have come under the observation of 
naturalists have been females. But Dr. Gray has shown 
that both sexes of both species are known {Proc. Zool. 
Soc, 1860, p. 424), and Prof. Reinhardt, who has lately 
received a complete skeleton from the Fsroes, considers 
3 I 
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it to be a well-established species ( Vidensk. SeUk. Skrtft.^ 
vol. v.). 

Besides the skull from Orkney in tbe British Museum, 
there is a skeleton in the Museum of Science and Art 
at Edinburgh which Dr. Gray has identified with this 
species ; this is stated by Mr. W. Thomson {Ann. tmd 
Mag. Nat. Hist.y XVII., 153) to have belonged to Si/emale 
twenty-eight feet six inches long which was taken in the 
Firth of Forth on the gSth October 1839, accompanied by 
a young male. Dr. Gray also mentions one taken in 
Morecamb Bay, Lancashire, the imperfect skull of which 
is preserved in a garden near Lancaster. The large 
Bottle-head described by Hunter was in all probability of 
this species ; unfortunately the skull, which he says was 
in his collection, has disappeared, and only a portion of the 
lower jaw is now in the Museum of the Royal College of 
Surgeons. 

Beyond our own seas the Broad-fronted Beaked- Whale 
has been taken in Greenland, whence there are skeletons 
in the Museums of Newcastle and Copenhagen, and the 
Faeroes, as mentioned by Prof. Eschricht. We believe 
also that the skull of a French specimen is in the Caen 
Museum. 

Nothing has been recorded of the outward appearance 
of this species, which is known only from its bones. The 
principal distinctive characters of the skull lie in the 
great raised crests of the maxillary bones, which are very 
much thickened and flattened above, so as almost to touch 
one another, whereas, in H. rostrata^ they are rather 
sharp-edged above, and separated by a considerable in- 
terval. In H. latifrons these crests rise absolutely higher 
than the occipital region of the skull, which is not the 
case in the common species. 

This animal appears to be considerably larger than the 
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Common Hyperoodon^ and probably attains a lengtb of 
upwards of thirty feet. Our figure of the skull is from 
the original plate in the '* Zoology of H.M.S. Erebus 
and Terror." 
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Genus Ziphius (Cuvier, 1825). 

Oeneric Character.— Tee^ .£. conical, placed in front of lower jaw, in- 
clined forwards, of moderate size. Sknll with a deep hollow at base of 
rostrum, into which the nares open, formed by the premaxillariea, and 
overhung above by the nasal bones. Rostrum tapered, tnangular. 

CUVIER'S WHALE. 
Ziphius cavirosiris (Cuvier). 

Ziphitis cavirostriSf Cuyieb, Ossem. Foss., I., 850 (1825). 

? Hyperoodon gcrvaisii, Duvkrkot, Ann. des Sc. Nat., XV., 49 (1851). 

.? Epiodon dumarestii, J. E. Grat, Cat. Seals and Whales, 841 (1866). 

The first occurrence of this very interesting species on 
the British coasts has lately been recorded by Prof. 
Turner of Edinburgh, to whose kindness we are indebted 
for an early copy of his paper in the " Transactions of the 
Royal Society of Edinburgh " for 1872. 

In 1870 a small Whale was taken off Hamna Voe, on 
the North-west of the mainland of Shetland, and its 
skull was purchased, along with other cetacean bones, 
by Prof. Turner from Mr. J. Anderson of Hillswick. 
When it arrived in Edinburgh it was still covered with 
the hardened integuments, but on being cleaned it 
proved to belong to the species described by Cuvier as 
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Ziphim cavirostris, and Prof. Turner was thus enabled to 
make a most important addition to the list of British 
cetaceans. 

Cuvier's Whale was first described by that great 
zoologist from a skull found in 1804 on the Medi- 
terranean coast, in the department of Bouches-du-Rhdne, 
and is the type of the genus. It was then believed to 
belong to an extinct animal, but several examples have 
since occurred on the southern and south-western coasts 
of France, A Whale stranded in Corsica, and described 
by M, Doumet in 1842 as a Hyperoodon, is proved by ita 
skeleton, which is preserved at Cette, to belong to the 
same species. One came ashore in May 1850, in the de- 
partment of Heraull, and has received the names of 
Hyperoodon gervaisii (Duvernoy), and Epiodon desmarestit 
(Gray), but it was regarded by M. Gervais as identical 
with Z. caviroslris. A skull found on the shore of the 
Bay of Arcachon in ISG^, and preserved in the Museum 
of that town, is recorded by M. Fischer; and Prof. 
Flower, in his paper " On Ziphioid Whales " in the 
" Transactions of the Zoological Society (Vol. VIII,)," 
informs us that a fifth specimen was taken at Villa 
Franca in 1S67, and that its skeleton, which has not yet 
been described, is now in the Museum of the University 
of Jena. There is also a complete skeleton of a Swedish 
specimen in the Stockholm Museum, as mentioned by 
Herr Malm iji a recent paper in " The Proceedings of 
the Royal Swedish Academy." 

Besides these European specimens, remains of recent 
Ziphius have been brought from the Cape of Good 
Hope and the east coast of South America ; these have 
received the names of Z. indicus (Van Bcneden), Pelro- 
rhynchut capen*w(Gray),and Epiodon auslrale (Burmeistcr). 
The identity of these with Cuvier's Ziphiusmust i 
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an open question until further materials and observations 
have been collected ; but Prof. Turner is meantime 
inclined to believe that they are all identical with 
Z. cavirostris, and that that animal has as extended a 
geographical range as the Cachelot. 

If Risso's Delphinus desmarestii (Eur. M6rid., III., p. 34} 
is identical with this species, as seems probable, the 
colour is steel-grey with irregular white streaks — in fact 
similar to that of Sowerby's Whale. Doumet describes 
his Corsican specimen as having the jaws covered with 
small hard tubercles. 

Our illustration is a copy of Doumet's figure {Revue 
Zooloffique, 1842, pi. I., fig. 2); the vignette represents the 
Shetland skull as figured by Prof. Turner. 
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Genus Mesoplodon (Gervais). 

Generic Oharaetert.—T^th ±, placed BOine distance from front of lower 
JBW, MmpreBged, mclined fonrardi, HometimeB very greatly developed. Sknll 
with no hoUoB at base of rortmni, the oaita opening directly on the mrboe ; 
rostnim lery alender. 

SOWERBY'S WHALE. 

Mesoplodon sowerbiensis (De Blainville). 

Spteijie Character. — Black above, whtW belov, aidea marked with rei- 
micolar while streaks. Teeth madcrntc, visilile externally, Plippera ana 
doraal-Gn unall. rertebriE 38, riba II) purs. Len^h of adnlt 15 to 18 feet, 

Phytelerliiltni, SowiiBEy, Brit, Miscell., t. 1. (1801). 

Ditphitutt mnxT^itntU, Buixtillk, Nont. Die. Nat, Hi>t., IX., 

177, 
IMphimtThYMAii* microptemt, F. Cut., Hist. Kat, dea Odl,, IH (1836), 
JfcK^ilMfint wweriuiuif, Qibvais, Zool, et FaJ. Fnuif., 2S1 (ISGS), 

The first example of this species which came under 
the attention of naturalists was an adult male, sixteen 
feet in length, which was cast ashore in 1800 on the estate 
of James Brodie, Esq., of Brodic, Elginshire, the skull of 
which, along with a drawing of the animal, was forwarded 
by that gentleman to the late Mr, Sowerby, who figured 
and described it, in 1804, in his " British Miscellany," 
under the name of Phyteter bidens. The skull, which is 
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imperfect, is now in the Museum of the University of 
Oxford. Another male, about fifteen feet long, WM 
stranded in March 1864, in Brandon Bay, County Kerry, 
and photographs of its head were taken by Dr. Buateed, 
which have been engraved by Mr. W. Andrews, in vol. 
XXrV. of the "Transactions of the Royal Irish Aca- 
demy ;" its skull is now in the Museum of the Royd 
Society of Dublin. Another specimen, seventeen feet in 
lengtli, was taken in the same place in May 1870, the skull 
and some of the bones of which are now at Dublin; and Dr. 
Gray mentions, in the " Annals and Magazine of Natural 
History " for August 1872, that he has been informed by 
Mr. Andrews of the occurrence of a third individual on 
the west coast of Ireland, the complete skeleton of which 
has been received at the Dublin Museum. In the 
Museum of Science and Art at Edinburgh there u a 
skull of this animal of which the history is unknown, bat 
Prof. Turner, who has minutely described it id vol. 
XXVI. of the " Transactions of the Royal Society of 
Edinburgh," thinks that it was probably formerly in the 
University Museum, and adds, " It is not unlikely that 
the animal had been captured somewhere on the Scottish 
coast, and that the skull had been presented to the late 
Prof. Jamieaon." 

On the continent very few specimens of Sowerby's 
Whale have been recorded. Prof, Flower, in his paper 
" On the Ziphioid Whales," in vol. VIII. of the Zoological 
Society's Transactions, enumerated the following: — A 
female was taken at Havre in September 1625, and re- 
ceived the name of Oefphinorhynchva micropterut from 
Cuvier; its skull Is now in the Paris Museum, Another 
female was stranded at Calvados in the same year; the 
skull and some of the bones are preserved in the Musenni 
of Caen. The Museum of Brussels contains the com- 
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plete skeleton of a young female taken at Ostend in 
1835 ; a lower jaw found on the Norwegian coast is 
in the Museum at Christiana, and Uerr Malm informs us 
that the complete skeleton of a Scandinavian specimen is 
preserved in the Stockholm Museum. It is a strange 
coincidence that, as far as is known, all the British speci- 
mens have been males and the continental ones females. 

Nothing whatever is known of the habits of Sowerby'a 
Whale. The one which came ashore at Havre is recorded 
to have uttered cries like the lowing of a cow. 

The appearance of the head, as shown in Dr. Busteed'a 
photographs, is very curious. The front slopes gradually 
into the beak, the blow-hole forming an indentation as 
seen in profile. The upper jaw is both shorter and 
narrower than the lower, the projecting teeth being 
visible externally like the tusks of a Boar, and working 
ill a groove in the thickened and hardened lip of the 
upper jaw. Under the throat are the two diverging 
furrows so cliaracteristic of this sub-family. The flip- 
pers and dorsal-fin are small. Sowerby'a specimen is 
described as black above, nearly white below, the skin 
being very smooth and satiny. " Immediately under 
the cuticle the sides were completely covered with white 
vermicular streaks in every direction, which at a little 
distance appeared like irregular cuts with a sbarp 
instrument." 

The skull differs so much from that of true Zipkiua, 
that it seems necessary to distinguish the species generic- 
ally. The nares are not placed at the bottom of a deep 
hollow, but open directly on the top of the skull; the 
rostrum is long and narrow, and the two compressed 
teeth of the lower-jaw are placed at some distance from 
its anterior extremity. The skeleton in the Brussels 
Museum has thirty-eight vertebra; and ten pairs of ribs. 
3 K 
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A nearly-allied but probably distinct species, with the 
teeth much nearer the apex of the jaw, was taken in the 
Channel in 1840, and is the Diqphdon ewropcBU» of Gervais. 
Other species have been recorded from the southern seas, 
but further information is required as to their characters. 

The illustration at the head of this article is a copy of 
Sowerby's plate, the vignette represents the skull in the 
Edinburgh Museum, from one of Prof. Turner's figures. 




Genus Monodos (Li 

Oeneric CAaratier. — Head round, on beak ; no doraal fin. Teeth in ftdalt 
JLg. in the female thcj uaoall; both remain rnitimcnlar; and concealed, but in 
the mole the lift one u developed ioto a great tuik, projecting from the uiont 
in the line of the wiimal's body. Cerrioal vertebm uBnallj free. 



Monodon monoceroB (Linnasua). 

Specific OAaraeKr.—V-nck grey, motlled with blacit ; HbdIk and bellj 
white, the Utter apottod with grey nnd block. Length of adult 14 to IH 
Feet, of the euerted tootb, 7 feet or more. 



PfarvhaluM wlijarit, 

„ mieroeefkalat, ,, ,, „ 163. 

„ aniUnoTiiaiHU, ,. .. ,, lIlS. 

The Narwhal, perhaps the strangest of the many 
strange aminals included in this order, is essentially an 
Arctic form, frequenting the icy seas of the highest 
latitudes, and rarely wandering to more temperate 
regions. It frequents the coasts of Greenland, Spitz- 
bergen, Nova Zembla, and Siberia, and was seen by 
Parry as far north as lat. 81" 10", its favourite haunts 
principally lying between 70° and 80°. South of this 
zone it has very rarely been observed. Nilssou records 
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one occurrence on the coast of northern Norway, and 
Wagner two on that of north-western Germany. 

In Britain the Narwhal has been recorded on three 
occasions. Tulpius {Obs, Med., p. 876) mentions one 
taken in June 1648^ in the Firth of Forth, near the Isle 
of May {prope insulam Mayam) ; it was twenQr-two feet 
long, in which measurement the tusk was doubtless 
included. The second on record came ashore alive in 
February 1800, near Boston in Lincolnshire ; an incorrect 
drawing of this specimen, sent by Sir Joseph Banks to 
Lacepede, seems to have been the origin of the Narwhahu 
microcephalus of that writer. A third individual entangled 
itself among rocks in the Sound of Weesdale, Shetland, in 
September 1808, and was well described by Dr. Fleming 
in the first volume of the *' Memoirs of the Wemerian 
Society ; " it was a male of twelve feet in length, with a 
tusk of twenty-seven inches. 

The Narwhal is a powerful and active creature, 
swimming with almost incredible swiftness and consorting 
in small herds or "schools." Scoresby well describes 
its manners in the following passage : " A great many 
Narwhal's were often sporting about us, sometimes in 
bands of fifteen or twenty together ; in several of them 
each animal had a long horn. They were extremely 
playful, frequently elevating their horns, and crossing 
them with each other as in fencing. In the sporting of 
these animals they frequently emitted a very unusual 
sound resembling the gurgling of water in the throat, 
which it probably was, as it only occurred when they 
raised their horns, with the front part of the head and 
mouth out of the water. Several of them followed the 
ship, and seemed to be attracted by the principle of 
curiosity at the sight of so unusual a body. The water 
being perfectly transparent, they could be seen descend- 
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ing to the keel and playing about the rudder for a con- 
aidcrable time." 

The food of this species consists of various mollusks 
and fish. Scoresby, having found the remains of large 
flat-fish in a Nanvhal's stomach, thought it probable that 
the tusk was used in spearing them, as it seemed impos- 
sible that an animal with such a small mouth could 
otherwise capture a large Ray or Skate. But if the 
tusk is necessary for procuring food, it appears difficult 
to understand why it is not usually developed in the 
female as well as the male. 

In most cases one young one only is produced, but 
an instance of a female containing two is recorded in 
Vol. XV. of the " Linnffian Transactions." 

The valuable products of the Narwlial are its oil and 
ivory. Its blubber, which ia usually about three inches in 
thickness, yields about half a ton of very superior oil, 
which, as well as tlie flesh, is considered a great delicacy 
by the Greenlanders. The tusk is composed of a very 
dense and beautifully white ivory, which commands a 
high price in the market — in the middle ages it was still 
more valuable, being believed to be the horn of the 
Unicom of fable, and was fashioned into cups, which 
were supposed to possess the valuable power of detecting 
and neutralizing any poison poured into them. The 
Narwhal is harpooned in the same way as other Whales; 
when struck, it divea with great velocity, often to a depth 
of two hundred fathoms, but soon returns to the surface, 
when it is easily despatched with lances. 

" The word Narwhal," says the Rev. Mr. Barclay, " is 
Gothic, and means literally ' the beaked Whale," from 
the Gothic nor, Icelandic ner, a beak or projecting snout." 

The forehead is rounded, and a slight depression marks 
the neck. The mouth is small, the jaws pointed, and 
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the upper one slightly overhangs the lower ; the blow- 
hole is just above the eyes. The aDterior part of the 
body is nearly cylindrical, the remaining portion to the 
tail conical; in this latter region there are low ridges 
on the back and belly, and less distinctly marked lateral 
ridges, giving a sub -quadrangular form to the postciior 
part of the body. There is no dorsal fin, and the flippers 
are very small. The upper parts are dusky or blackish 
grey, varied with marblings and spots of a darker shade, 
the lower parts are white, marked on the flanks with 
numerous grey or black spots. The young arc bluish 
grey, and the animal appears to become lighter in colour 
with age. 

The great projecting tusk or " horn " which is so charac- 
teristic of the Narwhal, is the left canine tooth, which is 
developed to this enormous size, while its compauion 
remains abortive ; it is produced from the maxillary bone 
and not from the intermaxillary, as was believed by 
Cuvier. In the young animal, .ind usually in the adult 
female, the rudimentary canines lie parallel to one 
another in the hollowed-out maxillaries, and consequently 
when the left tooth is developed it grows straight forward 
and forms an immense tusk or spear, projecting from the 
animal's snout in the direct line of the body. This tusk 
in the adult roaches a length of six or eight feet, or even 
more, and is covered with spiral markings, twisting froin 
right to left ; the point is somewhat blunt and the anterior 
portion is usually smooth and polished. As already 
mentioned, the tusk is seldom developed in the female, 
but several instances are on record in which it bis 
assumed a considerable size. 

Occasionally, though but rarely, both tusks are 
developed. This is well exemplified in a very fine 
Greenland skeleton, which we had recently the pleasure 
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of examining in the University Museum at Cambridge^ 
and which has been described and figured by our friend 
Mr. J. W. Clarke in the Zoological Society's " Proceed- 
ings" for 1871. In this specimen the left tusk measures 
six feet seven inches^ and the rights which has been broken^ 
six feet one inch. There is only one other bidental skull in 
Britain, that of a yoimg animal at HuU^ and Mr. Clarke 
only knows of nine others in the Continental Museums. 
He also points out that the statement that the right tusk 
is sometimes developed, while the left remains abortive, 
appears to be an error, no such specimen is preserved in 
any collection, and those who have examined most skulls, 
as Scoresby and Prof. Reinhardt, never met with such a 
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Gemds Delphinaptebus (Lacepede, 1804). 

Oaurie Ckaraeter. — Bead imndeil, no beak ; do doml fin. T««tb ii 
front pwt of both jam, bi 



WHITE WHALE, OR BELUGA. 

lyetphinaptena Uucas (Pallas). 

Sftcijie CAoracMr. — Adalt whallj vhite, jonDg blaUh-grer. Teeth \:\to 
||:|J. Length of adolt 10 1« 10 feet. 

Ddphima Uucat, Filus, ReUe, III., ii (1776). 

„ albieant, Pibbicics, Paona OtkbL , 50 (1780). 

Mphinaflerut btlwja, LAc^pgDi, Hilt. Nat. des Cct., 213 (1804). 

Kelldaak of Qreenlanden. Brlnga of Biusiaiu. 

The White Whale or Beluga is a native of the Arctic 
regions, and can only be regarded as an accidental visitor 
to the coasts of western Europe. It is abundant in 
Hudson's Bay, Davis Straits, and the Arctic Ocean 
generally, but Mr. Scoresby never saw it further south 
than the island of Jan Mayen. It is common about 
Spitzbergen, and was seen by Steller on the coast of 
Kainschatka. In the White Sea it is very plentiful, a 
regular fishery being carried on in the spring and sunimer 
ut Solza, near the mouths of the Rivet Dvina, and it is 
said to be sometimes seen off the coast of Norwegian 
Finmark. It seems to be partial to large rivers; in 
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America it ascends the St. Lawrence aa far as Quebec, 
and in Asia Sciireuk and Nordmann state that it goes far 
up the River Amur. 

On the British coasts the White Whale has appeared 
Dccaaionall; as an accidental straggler. Two young ones 
are stated to have been cast ashore in the Pentland Firth 
in August, 1793, some miles west of Thurso, and were ob- 
served by Colonel Imrie; they were both males of seven 
or eight feet in length, and were mottled with brownish- 
grey. In June, 1815, a male was killed in the Firth of 
Forth, and is now preserved in the Museum of Arts and 
Sciences at Edinburgh. It had been seen in the Firth 
for nearly three months, passing up and down with the 
tide, and was at last killed by some fishermen with guns 
and spears; this example was described by Drs. Nell and 
Barclay in the third volume of the " Transactions of the 
Wernerian Society." A third occurrence is recorded by 
Messrs. Baikie and Heddle in their " Historia Naturalis 
O r cade nsis," where it is stated that " a dead White Whale 
WB9 found stranded on the Island of Auskerry after a 
gale of easterly wind in October, 1845." 

The Beluga has long been known under various names, 
all signifying " White Fish " or " White Whale," Beluga 
being a Russian name derived from the adjective " beloe" 
white. The snowy colour of the animal, sometimes 
slightly tinged with yellowish or rosy, renders it the 
most beautiful of the whole order, and its proportions 
are admirably adapted for the rapid and graceful move- 
ments for which it is remarkable. Like most members 
of the family, it is gregarious, sporting, feeding, and mi- 
grating in herds of moderate numbers, and often follow- 
ing vessels and playing round them like the common 
Dolphin. It must be a beautiful and interesting sight 
to witness a number of these animals leaping and playing 



442 DELPHINIDJE. 

in the calm dark sea, now pursuing each other in active 
gambols^ now diving after their prey, now re-ascending to 
the surface to breathe. Prof. Newton, when he saw such 
a " school " of Belugas near Spitzbergen, in 1864, observed 
that they glided through the water with an easy roll, now 
and then showing the whole of their bodies above the 
waves. 

This is almost the only Cetacean which has been kept 
in captivity for any length of time. A male White 
Whale, captured in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, was kept 
alive in a tank in America for two years, and showed 
great intelligence and docility. Qn its death it was 
examined by Prof. Wyman, who gives the following in- 
teresting account of its manners in the seventh volume of 
the " Boston Journal of Natural History " :^-'* I was in- 
formed by Mr. Cutting, the proprietor of the Aquarial 
Gardens, who is a very careful and trustworthy observer, 
that this animal during his confinement showed some 
capacity for education. He was suflSciently well trained 
to allow himself to be harnessed to a car, in which he 
drew a young lady round the tank ; he learned to recog- 
nize his keeper, would allow himself to be handled by 
him, and at the proper time would come and put his head 
out of the water to receive the harness or take food. At 
times he showed a playful disposition, and amused him- 
self sometimes with splashing about in the water, and at 
others with tossing stones with his mouth. He often 
took in his mouth a Sturgeon and a small Shark which 
were confined in the same tank, and after playing with 
them for a while allowed them to go unharmed. Mr. 
Cutting states that the White Whale was less docile than 
the Delphinus tursio, who was for a time a companion with 
him in the tank." 

The Beluga feeds on various fish, as Cod, Haddocks, &c.; 
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and also on Cultk-fish. Tlie female liaa usually only 
one young one, wliich Is born iti spring, and is at first 
of a bluish-grey colour, the change to pure white being 
said not to take place till it is about two-thirds grown. 

The skin of the Beluga, although bo soft in its natural 
state as hardly to hold a harpoon, affords a very useful 
leather, which is at once flexible and tough, and its 
blubber yields oil of excellent quality. For these pro- 
ducts it is hunted in America, Greenland, and Russia, 
being either harpooned, or, more frequently, surrounded 
with strong nets and killed with the lance. Its flesh is 
much valued in Greenland; in the quaint language of 
Egede, " it has no bad taste, and when it is marinated wilh 
vinegar and salt it is as well tasted as any poik whatever ; 
the fins also and the tail, pickled or sauced, are very good 
eating ; so that he is very good cheer." 

The head of the White Whale is small, the forehead 
rounded, the gape narrow, and the upper jaw a little 
overhangs the lower. The flippers are very short and 
broad, oval in shape ; there is no dorsal fin, and the tail 
is broad and powerful. The colour of the adult animal 
is entirely white, sometimes with a yellowish or even a 
rosy tinge. 

The teeth are conical, often truncated, and vary in 
number from eight to ten on each side of either jaw. 
M. Van Bcneden considers the most usual number to be 
nine above and eight below on each side. There are 
about fifty vertebra: in the spinal column, and the 
number of pairs of ribs is ten. 

The adult animal reaches a length of twelve to sixteen 
feet, or even more. The dimensions of the Forth spe- 
cimens as given by Drs. Barclay and Neil are as 
follows : — 
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Ft. In. 

Total length in straight line 18 4 

„ following cure of haick . 14 5 

Greateat c^rth of body 8 11 

Length of flipper along anterior margin ... 2 

Breadth of ,, 11 

„ of tail 8 Oi 

As the White Whale was the type of LacepMe's genus 
Delphinaptems^ it must retain that title, which has generally 
been misapplied to Peron's Dolphin, the Delphimts penmi 
of Lac6pMe and Leucoramphus peronii of Lilljeborg. 

Our figure is a copy of the plate illustrating Drs. Neil 
and Barclay's j^aper alluded to above. 
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Genus Orca (J. E. Gray, 1850). 

(ienerie Chaniclrr. — Kehd roundel, no dietinct lienk ; Bippera oval, broad ; 
donni fin high. Teeth large, cunicol, slij^bUj cnrvcd, and pcnnuicDt, 

KILLER, OR GRAMPUS. 

Orca gladiator (Lac^pfede). 

Speafie CluiTarter. — Htnck above, uliitc below, the coloars being ahuply 
defined ; n while spot abore each pje. Teeth \\:^ or (fj} ; TeriebrtE 50 ; rib* 
11 or 12 pain. 

Ddphinvt orca, Linaxus, Sjst. Nat, L IDS (1706). 

„ gladialor, Uc^p&db, Hint. Nat. dn C«t. 302 (1304). 
Orea gladiator, J. K. GmT, Cat. Cet. Brit. Miu. 83 (1800). 

The application of the classical name Orca to this 
genus is hardly supported by the few and meagre facts 
recorded by ancient writers of the animal known to them 
by that name. The description given by Piiny {Hist. 
Nat. I. IX., c. vi.) of the capture of an Orca at the port 
of Ostia in the presence of the Emperor Claudius, in 
which one of the boats filled and sank in consequence of 
the commotion produced by the blowing of the animal, 
would seem to imply that the story referred to a Cachelot, 
rather than to a Grampus, as both the Cuviers have 




disdi^iiifllied 

of Flinj wms identical 

ore plausible 

vUdi is nid to have 

Sca-^Rams may perhaps 

cj« of the Killer, ^lian 

doabt is tkiown on 

has becDTerj 



ii am iahafaitaiit of die Xorth Atlantic 
and tiie «^caiv sms, exteodii^ as far north as Green- 
bad, v&sre it is ihe ArMmrmmk of the nadTes. It is 
moz rzre en tb& vestan coasts of ScandinaTiay has been 
tak^ ca those of Holland, Belgium and France, and 
has ocjfu e d is the Meditcnaiiean in at least two in- 



On the Britidi coasts the Killer is most firequendy 
met vith in the north. It is often seen about the Shet- 
land and Orkney Islands, as mendoned by the Rev. Mr. 
Barclay and by Messrs. Baikie and Heddle. Dr. Fleming 
states that in the Firth of Tay " it goes nearly as far 
up as the salt water reaches, almost every dde at flood 
during the months of July and August, in pursuit of 
salmon, of which it devours great quandties ; ^ but we 
must remark that the name of Grampus is constandj 
given by fishermen to the Globiaphalus melas^ and the two 
species have consequendj often been confounded. Even 
in the south of England the Killer has occurred in 
several instances. Three different individuals were 
taken in the River Thames towards the end of the last 
century, and described by John Hunter ; and the 
skeleton of one of them is still preserved in the Museum 
of the Royal College of Surgeons. In the British 
Museum there is the skull of a specimen taken on the 
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coast of Essex, and a skeleton from Wejmouth. In 
November, 1830, a male of twenty-one feet in length was 
stranded in Lynn Harbour, and was tardily despatched 
with knives and sharpened oars. The groans of this 
poor animal are described as having been most horrible ; 
its skull was procured for us by our friend Dr. Laird, 
and is now in the Museum of the University of Cam- 
bridge. In March, ISGl, a "school" of ten came up 
the River Parret, in Somersetshire, and were all secured 
within five miles of Bridgewater; they were examined 
by Mr. T. Clark, who recorded the fact in the " Zoolo- 
gist " for the same year. One was taken at Weston- 
super-Mare in 1871 ; its skeleton is now in the Oxford 
Museum. 

The fierceness and voracity of the Killer, in which 
it surpasses all other known Cetaceans, was naturally 
enough exaggerated by the sailors and fishermen of the 
north. According to them they attacked the Right 
Whale in troops, some of the herd hanging on to the 
colossal victim's tail and biting it till it roared with pain, 
when one of them would dart into its huge mouth and 
tear out the tongue. At other times, according to 
Crantz, a Killer might be seen bearing off a Seal in its 
jaws, another beneath each 6ipper, and a fourth under 
its dorsal fin! Such tales are sufiicientiy absurd, but 
the well-authenticated proofs of this creature's savage 
rapacity almost stagger belief. John Hunter found the 
tail of a Porpoise in the stomach of a Grampus, and one 
cxajnined by Prof. Nilsson contained fragments of four 
Seals. Prof. Eschricht dissected a specimen of twenty -one 
feet in length, taken on the coast of Denmark in 1861, 
and found in its stomach the remains of no leas than 
thirteen Porpoises and fourteen Seals, more or less 
digested, while the voracious brute seemed to have 



i**it>ii<i OB Ae ddn of another Seal wiiich was found 
cmtiB^kd m its teedi ! Holbdll was an eje-witness of 
a hod of White Whales being driyen by Killers into 
a bar near GodhaTcn and literaUj torn to pieces, and 
■KBtioas a case in which a large '* Keporkak ** {Meg^p^ 
term kmgiammm was destrojed by these savage animals. 

The name ** Killer " or " Whale-Killer " is commonly 
^iplied to this large species by sailors, and seems pre- 
ferable to that of " Grampos,** which has been given 
to sereral very distinct species, and has latterly been 
naed as the systematic name of a different genus. 
** Killer ** evidently alludes to the carnivorous habits of 
the animal ; '* Grampus ** is derived through the Norman 
GnpoUj from the French Gramd-ftoissan, just as Porpoise 
is from Porc-paisson, 

The head is obtusely and evenly rounded, passing 
gradually into the snout, which is not truncated as in 
some species, although more blunt than in the Porpoise. 
The upper jaw is slightly the longest ; the eye is small, 
and is placed at a distance of about five inches above 
and behind the angle of the gape. The external open- 
ing of the ear is about as large as a pea ; the blow-hole 
lunate, concave in front. The dorsal fin is very high, 
especially in the male, being sometimes more than one- 
fifth of the whole length of the animal. The flippers 
are broad and oval, and the tail extremely broad and 
powerful. 

The colour is somewhat variable. The upper parts 
are of a fine glossy black and the lower of a pure white, 
the meeting of these lines being sharply defined. Above 
each eye is a white spot, and in some individuals there 
is a large pale mark on the side, which in others is 
joined to the white of the belly. Sometimes there is 
a " saddle-mark " of a grey colour, and in others a 
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bioad stripe- of purple runs along the base of the 
dorsal-fin , 

The leetli are eleven or twelve on each side of either 
jaw, and are large, conical, and slightly recurved. They 
are permanently retained, and the front ones are found 
to be worn down much earlier than the others. 

The following are the dimensions of the male taken 
in Lynn Harbour: — 

Ft. In. 

ToUl lengbb, along carve of back .... 21 3 

„ in atrtught line . . 19 

Qirtb of bodj 14 

From snout to ilorsal-Ga S 2 

Heieht of „ 4 

Length of flipper 4 

BcBulthnf „ 2 3 

Three distinct species of Killer have been distinguished 
by the Danish naturalists, namely, the present species 
and two smaller ones, Orca BchlegelHi of Lilljeborg, and 
0. eschricAlii of Steenstrup. The specific distinction of 
these forms seems to require further confirmation, and 
as they have not yet been met with in British waters, 
we may refer such of our readers as may wish for further 
particulars on the subject to the translation of " Recent 
Memoirs on the Cetacea," published by the Ray Society. 
Two other species are described by Dr. Gray in his 
"Supplement to the Catalogue of Seals and Whales in 
the British Museum " (1871) from British skulls, these 
are O. iteaorkyncha, in which the rostrum of the skull is 
more attenuated than in O. gladiator, and O. laliroslria, in 
which it is comparatively broader. As nothing further 
is yet known of these animals, they may be allowed to 
wait for further confirmation of their specific dis- 
tinctness. 
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Genus Orampus {Gray, 1846). 

Genrxic Charade : — Qead rounded, no beiik ; flippen long and WKtftt, 
plawd lov doim ; dorsal^fiii high. No t««tli in Dpp«r jaw kt any (ge, Ibon of 
lower jaw few, nml confined to the frout part of Ibe mandible. 

JIISSO'S GRAMPUS. 

Grampus fffiseus (G. Cuvier). 

Sptd^c Ctiaraftrr .■—Coiom yariahh, from bUok above tod white below lo 
& pale gre; pusing tii block towards ths tail, marked all over with itripetia^ 
BtrcukB irrBgularlj dispoaed in eyerj dirtctioQ. Teeth i. to J. ; rer1«to« 81 : 
ribs 1 2 pure. 

Delphinm ijrUeiit, CcvnK, Ann. da Hoe., XIZ., 14 (IglSf. 

rrHninui, Desmirest, Manun., £19 (1929). 

Gramfm euvieri, 1. E. OftAl, Ann. Nat. Hist. (1816). 

„ grueia, Fluwib, Tr^t. Zool. Soc, Vlll. 1. 

This species was first described by Cuvier from a 
drawing und tbe skeleton of a specimen taken at Brest. 
Tlie latter is still preserved at Paris in the Museum of 
the Jardin des Plantes. Since that time other indinduals 
have occurred on the French coast. In 1822 another 
species was established by Desmarest on a Sgurc and 
description forwarded to the Academy by M. Kisso of 
Nice, and received the name of Delphinua rwioamu. That 
the two species were very closely allied was evident, and 



H and I 



RISSO'S GRAMPUS. 

Cuvier himself thought that they might prove to be 
i4entit;al. More reeeiitly M. Fischer has arrived at the 
conclusion that they both belong to one very variable 
species (Ann. Sc. Nat. 1868, p. 363), a view which has 
been fully confirmed by Prof. Flower in the '* Transac- 
tions of the Zoological Society" for 1871, and by Dr. 
Murie {Joum. Ann. Phyt. v. V,). Cuvier'a specific name 
was changed by Dr. Gray in the " Annals of Natural 
History " for 18+6 into cuvieri, on the ground that the 
colour of the animal was black, and not grey, but as 
will be seen, this character is one liable to the greatest 
variation. 

On the English coast Risso's Grampus has hitherto 
only been found in the Channel, One ran aground near 
Puckaster in the Isle of Wight in the spring of 1843, 
and its skull was presented to the British Museum by 
the Rev. C. Bury, who described the specimen in the 
"Zoologist" for 1845. An adult female, ten feet six 
inches long, was taken in a mackerel-net near Eddystone 
Lighthouse on the 28th Feb. 1870, and was brought to 
London; it is now in the British Museum, and is figured 
and described in Prof. Flower's memoir. About a month 
later a young female, about six feet long, was sold in 
the fish-market at Billingsgate, and was described both 
by Mr. Flower and Dr. Murie ; the exact place where it 
was taken could not he ascertained, but it was probably 
also from the Channel. 

Nothing can be said to be known of the habits of this 
rare cetacean, which seems only to have fallen into the 
hands of naturalists on eleven occasions, eight times on 
the French and thrice on the English coasts. Four 
were stranded together in La Vendee in June, 1822, and 
large herds were taken in the Mediterranean in 1829 
and 1854. D'Oibigny notices that the Vendc:;n animals 
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uttered loud cries when they came ashore, so as to alarm 
the whole neighbourhood. One preserved in the Town 
Museum at Nice is labelled as having been taken there 
in June, 1855. 

In general form Risso's Grampus, according to Prof. 
Flower, closely resembles the Pilot- Whale {Ghbieephabts 
melas). The forehead is rounded, with no proper beak ; 
but the thick projecting upper-lip is separated by a 
hollow from the convexity of the head. The flippers 
are long and narrow, and the dorsal-fin high and falcate. 
As already mentioned the colour is extremely variable in 
this species, being either black above and white below, 
or clear grey, passing into black on the posterior parts, 
and into white on the belly. But the most remarkable 
character of the colouration is the manner in which these 
ground-tints are marked by irregular lines and streaks, 
running in all directions without any definite pattern; 
when best developed, each of these lines has a narrow 
white centre and a black border. In the younger British 
specimen noted above, the fianks were marked with white 
stripes, vertically disposed and nearly symmetrical. 

The teeth are confined to the lower J2lw, even in extreme 
youth, and vary from three to seven on each side, placed 
in the front part of the mandible. The number of 
vertebrffi is sixty.eight and of ribs twelve pairs. 

Our illustration represents this example as figured in 
the plate published with Mr. Flower's paper. 

The following are some of the measurements of the 
adult female specimen described by Prof. Flower : — 



Total length in straight line 
From npx>er lip to dorsal -fin 

„ „ flipper 

Height of dorsal-fin 
Length of flipper . 
Breadth of tail . 



Pt. 


In. 


10 


6 


3 


11 


1 


9 


1 


4 


1 


111 


2 


6 
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Genus Globicephalds (Les 



, 1842). 



Oraerir Chararter : — Head rounded ; no beak. Dotsal-fia long ; liipptrji 
rer; long and nsirow, the HGCond digit baTing It phalaagei. Teeth largej 
conical, man]' of them rood loei. 

PILOT-WHALE. 

Globicephalua melas (Trail). 

Specific Character : — Btaek. a vhitiab stripe along tbe b«]l;. fwniiiig in 
front a h«srt-sbaped spot under tlie tbrost. Teeth nmeliiueii j}:j}, genenllj 
fewer ; vertebne 56, and ribs 12 pain. Length of adult IS to 30 feet. 

Ddpkitiui mrlat. Tain., Nicholi. Jouni., XXTL, SI (1^09). 

„ globUtj^i, Cnviu, Ann. da Uns., SIX., 1, pi. I. (1812). 
„ dedador, Scoresbt, Arct. RegioDS, 1., 49S. 
On'ing WhaU of Orcadiani. Onnderal of Fanwee, BoOU-kead, Boltlr- 
niHe, and Qrampia of English Gahenneo. 

OuH knowledge of the habila of many of the ceta- 
ceous animals is so meagre, and our opportunities of 
observing them are so rare and imperfect, that it is often 
difficult to seize upon any facts of interest and impor- 
tance to enliven the dry detail of formal description. 
Such, however, is not the case with the present remark- 
able species. From the sociability of its habits, its 
strong instinct of attachment, and a tendency to imita- 
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tion which not only influences it in pursuit of its prey, 
but often hurries whole troops into the power of its 
most destructive enemy, it becomes an object of interest 
not only to the fisherman, but to the naturalist and the 
investigator of psychological science^^ ^ 

The Pilot- Whale is a native of the northern seas, and 
according to Eschricht migrates from the Polar Seas to 
the Atlantic. Large shoals constantly appear in the 
neighbourhood of Iceland and the Faroe Islands, and 
not unfrequently on the more southern coasts of Europe. 
It also appears to enter the Mediterranean, and either 
this or a nearly-allied species is the ** Blackfish " of the 
American coasts. 

It visits the shores of Britain in large herds, but 
at irregular intervals of time. Hardly a year elapses 
without its appearance at Shetland, where it is called the 
Cafmg or driving Whale ; it is often taken in Orkney, 
and more rarely among the Hebrides. Further south it 
is not so often seen, but it has been recorded from many 
points of our coast, even to the Channel and Cornwall. 

This is, perhaps, the most gregarious of all the 
cetaceans. Herds of two or three hundred are of not 
un frequent occurrence, and they sometimes assemble to 
the astonishing number of one or two thousand. This 
extraordinary tendency to association, and their habit 
of blindly following one another like a flock of sheep, 
frequently leads to the capture of immense numbers, for 
no sooner is one individual driven ashore than the rest of 
the herd follow with blind impetuosity, and, throwing 
themselves into shallow water, become an easy prey to 
their pursuers. They are thus an important object of 
pursuit to the inhabitant of Iceland, Faroe, Shetland, 
and Orkney, yielding an abundant supply of good oil. 

On the appearance, therefore, of a shoal of these 
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Whales, the whoie fishing squadron of tlje neighbour- 
hood is put into requisition, each boat being provided 
with a quantity of stones. The first object is to get to 
seaward of the victims, then the boats are formed into a 
large semicircle, and the whole herd is driven into some 
bay or creek. The stones are thrown to splash and 
frighten the Whales if they try to break back, and in 
Faroe, ropes are stretched from boat to boat with wisps 
of straw hung at intervals. Sliould one Whale break 
through the line all is lost, the rest will follow it in 
spite of every exertion of the fishermen. But if they 
are forced into shallow water, they plunge wildly on till 
they strand themsi-lves, and then the whole population 
rush upon them, armed with harpoons, spears, hatchets, 
picks, spades, — any weapon that comes to hand, and the 
cries and dying struggles of the poor animals, the shouts 
of the men, the clash of weapons, and the bloody and 
troubled sea, combine to form an extremely exciting if 
somewhat revolting scene. 

In this manner, very large numbers are often secured. 
Provost Dehea, in his " Description of Fseroe " (English 
Ed., London, 1676), says that " it happened in the year 
1664- there were taken in two places about a thousand. 
Whijrefore," adds the good old Provost, " the Lord, as 
also for his other benefits, be blessed and praised." In 
the winter of 1809-10 no less than eleven hundred and 
teu are said to have been captured at Hvalfjord in 
Iceland. In the "Zoologist" for 184C it is stated, on 
newspaper authority, that two thousand and eighty were 
taken in Faroe in the previous year within six weeks, 
and that fifteen hundred and forty were killed within two 
hours in Quendall Bay, Shetland, on tiie 22nd Sept., 
1845, not one escaping. 

Like the other Delpliini(},F, the Pilot-Whale feeds on 
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fish. The Rev. Mr. Barclay stales that it eats cod and 
ling, but its favourite food seema to be the cuttle-fish, of 
which great quantities are usually found in its stomach. 

The female has generally only one young one, which is 
more than three feet long at birth. It appears to be 
born late in summer, and to be suckled throughout thi^ 
winter. 

The names "Pilot- Whale," "Ca'ing" or Drivinff 
Whale, and Scoresbj's specific name of deductar, all 
allude to the habit of the animal already dilated on, of 
following a leader either for good or evil. Fishermen 
and sailors usually term it the " Bottle-nose," but that 
term is applied by them to many very distinct animals. 

The forehead is bluff and rounded, the jaws short, the 
upper being slightly the longest, the upper lip thick and 
fleshy. The blow-hole is crescenlic, concave in front, 
the eyes very small, and placed near the angle of the 
gape. The body is thickest just in front of the dorsal- 
fin; towards the tall it is much compressed with a sharp 
dorsal and ventral outline. The flippers are very long, 
narrow and sabre-shaped, broadest near the base, but 
narrowed at the wrist. The dorsal-fiu is long and 
sloping, the tail lunate, deeply cleft, and tapered at tlie 
points. 

The colour is rich deep black all over, excepting a 
white heart-shaped mark under the throat, extending in 
a broad whitish stripe along the breast and belly. 

The teeth are conical, slightly curved, and less than an 
inch in length ; they vary much in number, but the 
normal denlition would appear to be " *' to ■ '^"^* ; in 
old individuals many of them are lost. 

The skeleton has usually fifty-five or fifty-six vertebrae, 
the cervicals being generally separate, except the second 
and third ; tliere are twelve pairs of ribs. Dr. Murie has 
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given a full accouDt of the anatomy of this species In the 
"Transactions of the Zoological Society " (v.VIII. p. 235). 
The Pilot-Whale attains a length of sixteen to twenty 
feet, or even, it is said, of twenty-four feet. The 
following are some of the dimensions of a female killed 
in the Firth of Forth in April 1867, which we had the 
pleasure of personally examining :■ — 

Ft. In. 

Total leDgth 15 2 

From Dcwe to eje 1 7 

., „ angle of gnpa 1 24 

„ ., donal-Gn 4 7 

Length of flipper, tlong anterior edge ... 4 2 

QreuteBt bniulth of ditto 11 

Breftiith ot toil-fin It 

In 1861, Dr. Gray described a skull received from 
Bridport as specifically distinct, under the name of 
G. incrassaiua, and he has subsequently made It the type 
of his genus 8ph(Erocephalus (P. Z. S., 1861, p. 244). 
This skull, which is now in the British Museum, is, 
however, so much water-worn that it seems unsafe to 
consider it distinct until other similar specimens have 
been procured. 





Genus Phoc(ENA (Cuvier, 1827). 



PORPOISE. 

Phocmna communis (F- Cuv.). 

Spteifie Charaeler.—B\ae)i, lighter >:«Desth, nliuott white on lb* h 
Teeth 1%:}^ lo )g',g. Anlcriut edgs of dorHl-fin wiUi * ro 
LeD^li of adult 4 to 5 (eat. 

Delpkiavt phiKaua, LlRtuoB, Sjat. S%t., L. lOS <176fl). 
Phoaena mmmtrnw, F. Odviib, Hut, Nat dm Cit., 1 72 (18S8). 
„ lubercuii/cm, 1. E. G«at, P. Z. 8.. 1805, p. 320. 
JViM of Oieenluidera, T'anibrc of Svedn, Loc&t lunia, Niwek 
iSluUand), Felloch (ficorfanff), Sniffer (ComimU), Herring-Hog, Hc«-fali. 

The Porpoise is the moat common of the cetaceans of 
our seas, and is gregnrious, makinjr iia Appcarauce in 
herds of various numbers, playing and tumbling in the 
water with an agility which rivals that of the Dolphin. 
Every one who has resided by the sea-side is familiar 
with the rude unwieldy gambols in which these creatures 
indulge, now pursuing each other in sport, now diving 
with great force und vivacity after their prey. On the 



approach of a storm, or even in the midst of the tempest, 
they appear to revel among the waves, showing their 
hiack backs above the surface, and often throwing 
themselves wholly out of the water in their vigorous 
leaps. 

The Porpoise is an inhabitant of the North Atlantic, 
usually found near the shore, and hardly ever met with 
far from land. It is migratory in its habiu to some 
extent. In Greenland, according to Fabric! us, it is 
rarely seen in winter, and the same Is observed in Orkney 
by Messrs. Baikie and Heddle. Eschricht observes that 
it enters the Baltic in spring through the Sound, in 
pursuit of the Herrings, and leaves in autumn by the 
Little Belt. On the coast of Finmark, however, it is 
stated by Herr Malmgren to be present at all seasons. 

The food of the Porpoise consists mainly of fish, and 
it may constantly be observed in pursuit of such species as 
go in large shoals, as Mackerel, Pilchards, and Herrings ; 
we have known over two dozen freshly -swallowed fish of 
the last-named species to be found in the stomach of 
a small Porpoise. It is also very destructive amongst 
Salmon when they are entering the mouths of rivers, and 
is not uncommonly taken in the nets that have been set 
for its victims. 

Porpoises often ascend rivers in pursuit of fish, and 
they were formerly not uncommonly seen high up the 
Thames, even above London Bridge. We were informed 
by our friend Dr. Thomas Bell Salter, of Poole, that 
many years ago three which wandered up the Wareham 
river were made prisoners, fences being put across the 
river above and below them, but they plunged so violently, 
and their cries, which were continued hy night as well as 
by day, were so distressing, that they were put out of 
pain on the third day of their captivity : one of them 
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was found to be a pregnant female. Of late years more 
tbaD one attempt bas been made to keep Porpoises alive 
in the gardens of the Zoological Society, but hitherto 
without success, the animals haviog experienced rough 
treatment before coming into the Society's bands. That 
the animal will live in confinement under favourable 
circumstances is shown by the fact, recorded by Mr. 
Couch, that one taken by some fishermen id Cornwall 
was placed in a pond at a farm, where it lived for a 
month. 

The period of gestation is stated by Anderson to be 
six months, and the pairing season is said to be in 
summer. This agrees with the account given above on 
Dr. Salter's authority, in which a female was found to be 
pregnant towards the end of the year : but Mr. Jenyns 
relates that one brought to the London market in May 
1833, was found to contain a full-formed young one. 

The name Porpoise is derived from the French Pore- 
poitson, and names similar in significance have been given 
it in many languages ; as the French Margouin, Gothic 
Marsuin, German Aleerschwein, and English Sea-hog. 
Herring-hog, and Hog-fish, The Shetland name of 
Neesook or Nisack is a diminutive of the Norse name Nitt, 
the primary meaning of which, we are informed by the 
Rev, T, Barclay, is a goblin or sprite. 

The head of the Porpoise is rounded, the forehead is 
obtuse, and there is no external beak or rostrum ; the 
opening of the mouth is moderately large, and the lower 
jaw is very little longer than the upper. The eye is 
small, with a vertical elliptical pupil ; the blow-hole is 
exactly over the eyes, and is in the form of a crescent, 
concave in front. The dorsal-fin is obtusely triagonal, 
the anterior margin slightly convex and often furnished 
with a series of small tubercles — these, although noticed 



by Camper and by Dr. Jackson of Boston, have been 
generally overlooked, and consequently Dr. Gray, on 
first observing them, regarded tbem as the characters of 
B. new species, which he named PA. luberculifera. 

The colour of the upper parts is dusky or black, be- 
coming gradually lighter on the sides and nearly passing 
into white on the belly; the flippers are tinged with 
brown. 

The teeth vary in number from twenty to twenty-six on 
each side of either jaw, and difi'er in form from those of 
most of the Delphinid<E ; instead of being conical, they 
are enlarged, compressed and truncated at the apex, with 
a contracted neck below. The rostrum of the skull is 
broad, the cervical vertebrae are usually anchyloscd ; the 
whole number of vertebrfe is sixty-five and of ribs thir- 
teen pairs. 

The Porpoise attains a length of from four to five feet. 
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Genus DELPHiNirs (Linnteus, J766). 

Omeric Charactrr Ileiul with woll-marked prodnoed betk ; a dontl-fiii. 

Teetli CDDicsl, equal, and nameTDas in both i&wB. Baik of aknll uaiUlj u 
long u btaln-<»ie, or even longer. 

COMMON DOLPHIN. 

Delphinus delphis {Linn.). 

Spicifie Charaettr.—Blixi abnvo, shaded to brilliant white below. T««i 
li-ii to ij:S; TErtebnc 70 to 76. Length of idnlt 8 to 8 feet. 

Delphima dilphii, Lnmsvs, Sjnt. Kat., I., inS (1766). 

„ vulgaru, Ltcfip^DE, Hist. N^, dea Cit., 2S0 (1804). 

AiXfiV, AUBTOTLK, Hilt. An. Z., VI., «- IS. 

Ddphinm, Plirt, Hut. Hat. Z., IX., c. 8. 

Ardtuamitl! of Oreealandera, Springart at Swedea. 

The mythological and poetical associations which 
belong to the Dolphin, its reputed attachment to man- 
kind, its benevolent aid in cases of shipwreck, its dedi- 
cation to the gods, and many other attributes expr«taiTe 
of -the high estimation in which it was held in oldeo 
times, aiford a striking example of how the tmre- 
strained imagination of the ancients could raise tlie most 
gorgeous structures of poetry anil religion upon the 
most slender basis. The story of Arion's escape OD the 
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back of a Dolpliin which he had channed by hia music 
is universally known, and the car of Amphitrite drawn 
across the ocean hy a group of the same animals is a 
fiction as easy and natural as it is beautiful. Nor are 
the ancient representations of its form much more con- 
sonant with truth than these stories of its habitB, and 
it requires some stretch of the imagination to identify 
the round-headed creature, with curved back and spiny 
fins which is represented in ancient coins and statues, 
with the straight sharp-beaked animal figured at the 
head of this description. There are exceptions, how- 
ever, to this general censure, and there is no difficulty in 
recognizing the Common Dolphin in the animal repre- 
sented on the reverse of a Syracusan coin of uncertain 
date preserved in the British Museum, of which the 
vignette is an accurate copy. 

The Common Dolphin is a native of the more temperate 
regions of the North Atlantic, and of the Mediterranean 
Sea. It is known on the Greenland coast, but is there 
rarer tlian the Porpoise. Lilljeborg considers it rare in 
the Scandinavian Seas, hut Herr Malmgren identifies 
a large "school" seen by him on the Norwegian coast 
with this species. South of these countries it is not 
uncommonly met with on both sides of the Atlantic, and 
according to M. Gervais it is stationary in the Mediter- 
ranean, 

In our own waters this Dolphin is not uncommon, and 
is frequently taken in fishermen's nets, On the Cornish 
coasts Mr. Couch says that it appears in considerable 
numbers. " In the month of September 1845, eight or 
ten in a day were brought on shore at Mount's Bay for 
many days in succession." Dolphins are sometimes to 
be seen in the fish-market at Billingsgate, and three 
specimens from that source are preserved in the BriUsh 
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Museum. It appears to be much rarer on the shores 
of the more northern parts of Britain than in the 
south. 

The habits of the Common Dolphin appear to be 
similar to those of the rest of this extensive genus. 
The excessive activity and playfuhiess of its gambols, 
and the evident predilection which it evinces for society, 
are recorded by every mariner. Large herds of these 
animals will surround a ship in full sail with the most 
eager delight, throwing themselves into every possible 
attitude and tossing and leaping about with elegant and 
powerful agility, for no apparent purpose save mere 
pastime. 

The principal food of the Dolphin is fish of various 
kinds, along with invertebrate animals, as Cuttle-fish, 
crustaceans, and Medusa. On the Cornish coast it seems 
to prey chiefly on Pilchards and Mackerel. Its voice 
is said to consist only of a low murmur or suppressed 
lowing sound. 

The female brings forth but a single young one, which 
she nurses and suckles with the greatest tenderness and 
care. As in the other cetaceans, the mammary glands 
become much enlarged at the period of birth, and the 
teats are exerted ; the calf seizes the teat with its lips, 
and [the mother floats to some degree on one side, so as 
to enable both herself and her young one to breathe 
while the operation of suckling is going on. The milk 
is abundantjand very rich. 

The flesh ^of this animal was formerly considered a 
delicacy, and it was eaten, as was the Porpoise, with a 
sauce composed of crumbs of bread, vinegar and sugar. 
As all cetaceans were considered to be fishes, the Church 
permitted their flesh to be eaten on maigre days. M. 
F. Ciivier says that this custom of eating the Dolphin 
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was general in France, and the authority of Dr. Caius 
shows that it was considered a delicacy in England, but 
it is probable that it never was caught in sufficient 
abundance on our shores to be a common article of food 
in this country. 

The name Dolphin is from the French Dauphin, which 
is derived from the Latin Delphinus, Greek DeiphU. Dr. 
Gray remarks of this genus that " moat maritime persons 
call these animals ' Bottle-noses, Boltle-beada, or Flounder- 
Heads^ sometimes adding whale to the name. They 
generally confine the name of Dolphin, most used by 
landsmen, to the Sconiberoid fish [Coryphtsna) which 
changes colour in dying." It is to the fish, therefore, 
and not to the cetacean, that the time-honoured poetical 
allusions to " the dying Dolphin's changing hues" are 
to be referred. 

The Common Dolphin has the forehead abruptly 
rounded and descending rather suddenly to the base of 
the rostrum, which is somewhat depressed, whence the 
French names of "Bee d'Oie " and " Oie de Mer" 
applied to this animal ; it is about six inches in length, 
and is separated from the forehead by a slight ridge. 
The jaws are long and powerful and are covered by thin 
and almost immovable lips. The blow-hole is crescentic, 
with the horns directed backwards ; the eye is of 
moderate size, and the orifice of the ear extremely small, 
being scarcely larger than a pin-hole. The body tapera 
towards the tail, its greatest thickness being just in front 
of the dorsal-fin, which is about nine inches in height, 
the anterior margin being convex and the posterior 
somewhat concave. The upper parts are black, shading 
through the grey of the fiauks to a clear glittering white 
beneath. 

The teetli vary ui number, but there are usually from 
3 
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for^ to 6fty od eacli dde of either jaw ; they are acate, 
slightly cuired, and those of the upper jaw lock in the 
tDOst even and perfect manner with those of the loner. 

The adult animal attains a length of from six to eight 
feet. 
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BOTTLE-NOSED DOLPHIN. 
Delphitais tursio (Pabricius). 

Specifii: Characier. — Back black, Biclea dnsk;, belly ilirtf vhite. Beak 
short bnt disU'nct. Te«(h ^;g to ]J:g, tnincaled in ajte. Roetrum of eknll 
vitb tiFo riha above, fonoed b; tltc convexity of Ibe isteiniaiiUariM ; 
Tsrtebne 4] ; ritu 13 pairs. Length of adnlt 8 to 13 feat. 

i>^;iUniu (ufiio, Fabbictds, Fanna OnEnl, iS (1780). 

,, trKucotiu, Homoc, Mem. Wem. Sac., III., 7S (1821). 

Tanu trvnoitiH, J. B. Grat, List Mam. Brit. Mm., 104 <18S0}. 

Tariiopt tanio, Qckvus, Hiat. Nat. des Mam., 323 {\%55). 

The Bottle-nosed Dolphin is a much rarer animal than 
the last described, but appears to have a very similar 
geographical distribution, extending throughout the 
temperate regions of the Atlantic from Greenland to the 
Mediterranean. It seems to occur, though rarely, on the 
coasts of all the countries of Western Europe. 

In British waters the first recorded occurrence seems to 
have been that of a female of eleven feet in length, 
accompanied by a sucker, which were taken near Berkeley, 
and described by Johii Hunter in the " Philosophical 
Transactions " for 1787, under the name of " Bottle- 
noaed Whale." Another, which was killed in the River 
Dart in Devonshire in 1814, was described by Col. 
Montagu as a new species, Delphinus inntcatus, in the 
third volume of the "Memoirs of the Wernerian Society" 
— its skull is still preserved in the British Museum. Since 



tIttL date h has o c tut nJ ingyeiml instances and at different 
parts of oar coast, in Scotland and Ireland, as well as in 
Fjigfand . One taken near Preston is mentioned b j Mr. 
Jenjns; a spccEmen cai^ht on the south coast of Ireland 
in 1829 is figured bj Dr. Graj in the '« Zoology of the 
Erebns and Terror.** In the same year one was taken in 
the Thames below the Xore ; its skeleton is in the Museom 
of the Boyal College of Sarge<Mis. The skeletons of two, 
taken in the Firth of Forth, are preserved at Edinburgh, 
one of which, in the Sorgeons* Hall, has the teeth acute. 
A large shoal was taken near Holyhead in 1866, the 
skeletons and skulls of s<Hne of which are preserved in 
Museums at Oxford and Cambridge. 

Little has been recorded of its habits. It appears 
occasionally to enter rivers. Montagu's specimen was 
taken five miles firom the mouth of the River Dart, and 
showed great tenacity of life, having suffered the attacks 
of eight men armed with spears and guns, and assisted 
by dogs, for four hours before it expired : when wounded 
it made a noise like the bellowing of a bull. The one 
taken in the Thames in 1828 also, is recorded by Mr. 
Howslip to have '* survived many hours after it was 
dragged out of the water, during which time it emitted a 
sound not unlike the bellowing of a calf.*' 

The forehead is rounded, the beak distinctly marked, 
but shorter than in the Common Dolphin, and the lower 
jaw slightly the longest. The flipper is about the length 
of the dorsal-fin, both being shorter than in the last 
species. The upper parts are purplish-black, the sides 
dusky, paling to a dirty white on the belly. The colour 
is perhaps variable, for Prof. Schlegel has figured one of a 
uniform black all over {Dieren, t. 12). 

The number of teeth varies from twenty to twenty-five 
in each side of either jaw ; in the adult animal they are 
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truncated, but in the young conical and pointed. The 
skeleton has forty-one yertebrae and thirteen pairs of 
ribs ; in the skull the intermaxillaries are convex above, 
so as to form two well-marked ribs on the upper part of 
the rostrum. 

The adult animal attains a length of from eight to 
twelve feet. 
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bdov. OB faA damk is a Iv^ 

bf X jcOov or brovnish 
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1 835 to the late Dr. Knox of Edinburgh, who described 
it under the name of D. tursio; but its skeleton, which is 
still preserved in the Museum of Science and Art at 
Edinburgh, proves it to belong to this species. In August 
1858, a small shoal of about twenty Dolphins were 
captured in Scalpa Bay, near Kirkwall, and a description 
and plate were given by Dr. A. R. Duguid in the " Annals 
and Magazine of Natural History " for 1864. According 
to that gentleman this species is often seen about the 
Orkneys by the fishermen, but is rarely secured. 

The colour of the White-sided Dolphin is a deep black 
above, and a pure white on the throat and belly. On each 
flank is a short broad stripe of pure white, above and 
behind which is a band of yellow or brownish -grey, 
either confluent with the white mark or narrowly sepa- 
rated from it. These markings appear to be very regular 
and give the animal a most attractive appearance. 

The rostrum of the skull is slender and tapered. The 
teeth are small and seem to vary from twenty-eight to 
thirty-eight in each side of either jaw. In one of Dr. 
Duguid's specimens the formula was S^iist^ The skeleton 
has about eighty vertebras and fifteen pairs of ribs. 

The adult attains a length of six to eight feet. The 
following are some of the measurements of a male (Dr. 
Duguid) and of a female (Dr. Knox) : — 

Hale. Female. 

Ft. In. Ft. In. 
Total length (following carve) ..836 5\ 

Greatest girth 4 81 8 24 

Length of flipper 1 44 10 

Breadth of tail 2 11 2 

Our figure is from Dr. Duguid's plate in the ** Annals 
and Magazine of Natural History " for 1864. 
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Zoology of H. M. S. Erebus and Terror," pi. 10. Both 
the skin aud skeleton of this specimen are now in the 
British Museum, which also contains the skull of one 
killed near Cromer by Mr. H. M. Upcher of Sherring- 
ham Hall (Atm. and Mag. Nat. Hist. 186tJ), and the 
complete skeleton of an adult male taken a few years ago 
on the south coast, but in what precise locality we have 
been unable to learn ; an account of the anatomy of this 
last example is given by Dr, Murie in the " Proceedings 
of the Linnsean Society " for 1871. 

This species is a native of the North Atlantic, but 
does not seem to be common. It has been taken at 
Feeroe, and on the coasts of Norway, Sweden, Denmark, 
and Belgium. Nothing seems to have been recorded of 
its habits. 

The White-nosed Dolphin is a handsome species. 
The following Is Mr. Brightwell's description of the 
Yarmouth specimen : — " The colour of the upper part 
aud sides was a very rich deep purple-black. The ex- 
ternal cuticle was of a soft and silky texture, and so thin 
and delicate that it was easily rubbed off. The nose aud 
a well-defined line along the upper jaw, and the whole 
of the lower jaw and belly were of a cream colour, 
varied in some parts by a chalky white, which contrasted 
beautifully with the rich black of the body. The tins 
and tail were of the same colour as the back," 

The teeth are small and are twenty-three to twenty-aix 
in number, in each side of either jaw. The vertebrae are 
eighty-eight to ninety, and there are fifteen pairs of ribs. 
The rostrum of the skull is as long as the brain-case and 
is regularly tapered to the snout. 

The adult animal attains a length of eight or nine 
feet, Tlie following measurements are some of those 
recorded by Mr. Brightwell : — 
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